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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 25 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 25 January can be found on page 15 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 25 January) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when funds will be released to enable the Cunninghame 
Housing Association in Dumfries and Galloway and other groups building housing for 
responsible social landlords to pay their contractors for COVID-19-related delays. 
 

S5W-34633 

Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government published guidance outlining the action that 
local authorities and Registered Social Landlords should be taking to help mitigate the 
impact of COVID-19 on delivering grant funded affordable housing projects which were 
contractually awarded prior to lockdown. While the guidance notes that the firm aim of 
local authority/ Registered Social Landlord engagement with their contractors should 
be to reach agreement which negates the need for additional funding support, it also 
sets out the circumstances under which applications for additional grant funding will 
be considered if a contract cannot be made to work and no other negotiated solution 
is achievable. Once we receive an application from Cunninghame Housing 
Association for projects in Dumfries and Galloway, we will review this in line with our 
published guidance. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it has given consideration to directing local 
authorities to consider designating people that work in the (a) construction and (b) 
manufacturing industries as key workers for the purpose of accessing childcare 
provision in schools. 
 

S5W-34420 

John Swinney: In order to achieve our primary objective of reducing interactions and 
helping to drive down community transmission of Covid-19, the number of key worker 
children presenting to schools during the current strict lockdown must be kept to an 
absolute minimum. The purpose of the exceptional key worker arrangements initiated 
in January 2021 is therefore to ensure that workers who are critical to supporting 
essential and lifeline services in Scotland can request places for their children in 
schools or with childcare providers, when alternative options have been exhausted. 
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Where construction or manufacturing supports the essential or critical services set out 
in the key worker guidance published on 06 January 2021, employers and staff would 
be eligible to request access to key worker child places in schools as potential 
Category 3 workers, or as a potential Category 2 worker if directly supporting the CNI. 
As not all construction or manufacturing supports such services, it is for local 
authorities, schools and providers to consider and respond to individual requests 
based on the specific circumstances involved. Employers are therefore asked to 
strictly prioritise and only request places for staff who are critical to the provision of 
essential services and have no alternate childcare or working options. 
 
Local authorities are expected to take account of the diverse needs of their local 
communities, families and young people when applying these arrangements and 
managing demand for places in schools. 
 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to directing local authorities 
to make childcare provision available in circumstances where both parents are 
required to undertake employment responsibilities outside of the home setting during 
the existing period of lockdown but only one parent has been categorised as a key 
worker by the relevant local authority. 
 

S5W-34421 

John Swinney: The definitions of key workers have been designed to provide local 
authorities with the flexibility to meet the needs of their local communities. When 
determining which children should attend, local authorities and childcare settings 
should have regard to the overarching policy aim which is to minimise the number of 
children and adults from different households interacting in-person within communities 
in order to reduce transmission of the virus. 
 
Local authorities are operating within a framework agreed with Scottish Government 
however there is flexibility for local authorities and individual childcare providers to 
consider requests in line with local needs. We have a very diverse range of 
communities in Scotland and a one size fits all approach would not be appropriate, 
therefore local authorities must be free to take decisions at a local level. 
 
The purpose of the current exceptional arrangements are to ensure that key workers 
performing an essential role in the Covid-19 response can request access to their 
child's usual school or childcare setting. However, alternative options, such as home 
working or access to informal childcare should have been considered in line with 
current guidance before requesting access. 
 
Employers have a duty to take all measures which are reasonably practicable to 
minimise the risk of the incidence and spread of Covid-19 on their premises. This 
includes supporting staff to work from home for those roles that can be undertaken 
remotely. As would be expected under normal circumstances, employers should have 
a fair and flexible approach towards those with caring responsibilities, and should 
make use wherever possible of flexible working options such as reduced or flexible 
working hours. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the latest COVID-19 restrictions, what new support it 
plans to provide to betting shops and the betting sector. 
 

S5W-34426 

Kate Forbes: The Strategic Framework Business Fund provides grants of up to 
£3,000 a week for businesses that are required by law to close or alter their operations 
in response to regulations introduced to control the spread of COVID-19. The financial 
support available to businesses through this fund is responsive to the needs of 
businesses based on the restrictions in place in their local authority area. Betting 
shops are required to close in Level 4 and are therefore eligible for support through 
this fund, and the recently announced one-off top-up grants of £6,000 or £9000. 
Businesses have to claim the Strategic Business Fund through their Local Authority to 
be paid that top-up. This is in addition to the Non-Domestic Rates Relief that we 
extended to all rate-paying businesses across Scotland at the outset of the pandemic 
in March. Through our Local Authority Discretionary Fund, councils can target 
additional support to where they feel this is needed within the context of their local 
economy and business community and have the option to further support betting 
shops in their area. 
 
Information on available support can be found on the Find Business Support website. 
The website is regularly updated with information on any new support packages or 
changes to existing ones. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what representations it has 
received regarding continuing business rates relief for the retail, hospitality and leisure 
sectors in full or in part in 2021-22. 
 

S5W-34446 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has been in regular contact with individual 
business as well as business representatives, including from the retail, hospitality and 
leisure sectors. It is clear from this, and extensive correspondence, that certainty over 
the future of COVID-19 non-domestic rates relief next fiscal year has been a key 
priority for the business community.  
 
Unfortunately, the lack of clarity from the UK Government at successive fiscal events, 
starting with the cancellation of the Autumn Budget, has undermined our desire to 
provide the certainty sought. We have been consistently clear that our ability to 
continue offering full relief next year is contingent on the UK Budget extending the 
equivalent policy in England and subsequently generating Barnett consequential 
funding. 
 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/
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In the forthcoming budget, we will nevertheless use the limited resources available 
within the existing devolution settlement in an innovative, targeted way to help these 
businesses as far as possible. If the UK Government subsequently announces 
enhanced rates relief in its own budget which results in increased funding, we will take 
further action to support business in Scotland. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many businesses have closed due to delays in 
receiving funding from it in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34467 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. Since the start 
of the pandemic we have allocated over £3 billion to help businesses. This includes 
383,000 business support awards totalling £2.3 billion between March and the 
beginning of October 2020. A further £55 million has been paid out to businesses 
between October and December 2020 through Scottish Government funds. Many 
businesses also continue to benefit from non-domestic rates relief financed by the 
Scottish Government.  
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what additional support it plans to provide to 
businesses that have not received funding from it in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-34468 

Kate Forbes: We continue to do all we can to support business. In addition to the one-
off top up payments for hospitality, retail and leisure businesses in level 4, I have 
announced up to £3.3 million of additional one-off funding to these sectors on 
Scotland’s islands. This is in addition to support already available through the £30 
million Scotland-wide Local Authority Discretionary Fund and brings support for island 
businesses in these sectors into line with those affected by level 4 restrictions on the 
mainland. Businesses will be eligible for one-off grants ranging from £6,000 to £25,000 
per premises, based on sector and rateable value. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide rates relief to external 
catering companies that are unable to operate due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34480 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government does not intend to extend the existing rates 
relief any further in the current financial year. In designing the COVID-19 reliefs, we 
aimed to help as may business as possible. Like all governments we were constrained 
by affordability and consequently it was necessary for difficult decisions to be taken, 
and for lines to be drawn.  



5 

 
It is important to recognise that rates relief is not the only support available. The 
Scottish Government has continued to listen to business and on 9 December 
announced £185 million for new and additional business support. This will provide 
support on a sector-by-sector basis so that it is appropriately targeted. This package 
of support will provide additional support to:  
 

• the wedding sector and its supply chain; 

• travel agents, visitor attractions, and coach companies and tour operators; 

• taxi drivers; 

• mobile close contact services; and 

• travelling show-people ineligible for other support. 
 
This announcement can be found at: https://www.gov.scot/news/new-gbp-185-million-
package-forbusiness/. We are developing the detail of these schemes with a range of 
partners, including local authorities. More information will be published on the find 
business support website when it becomes available. 
 
The Scottish Government are working closely with Events industry partners on the 
Events Industry Advisory Group, which was created in response to COVID-19, to 
support the future of the events sector and help ensure its recovery from the effects of 
the pandemic. 
 
Over the summer we put in place a funding package of £10 million, with the first 
funding scheme being the £6m Events Industry Support Fund which was targeted at 
the events supply chain and which closed on 14 September. More recently we put in 
place the £2.75m Events Recovery Fund, to help Scotland’s events sector plan and 
deliver events through to the end of 2021, supporting with additional costs which may 
be incurred as a result of new hygiene and health and safety requirements, which in 
turn will allow communities and the public to have confidence in hosting and attending 
events. 
 
On the 15 December Fiona Hyslop, Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and 
Culture announced £13 million to provide further support for the events sector in 
Scotland, recognising that much of it remains closed. The first tranche of this new 
funding, the Pivotal Event Businesses Fund will provide grants from £25,000 up to a 
maximum of £150,000 to support approximately 50 to 100 event businesses whose 
primary role as organisers, suppliers, contractors and venues is critical to the survival 
of the events sector in Scotland, and upon whom the wider events industry and supply 
chain are most reliant for their own business and operations. 
 
The remaining funding will be used to set up a separate fund to provide broader 
support to businesses across the full range of the events sector, including the supply 
chain. officials are working with EventScotland on the detail of the fund including the 
eligibility criteria, an announcement will be made by the end of January. Information 
will be available through the EventScotland website –  
https://www.visitscotland.org/news. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/new-gbp-185-million-package-forbusiness/
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-gbp-185-million-package-forbusiness/
https://www.visitscotland.org/news


6 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many businesses in the Stirling Council area are exempt from paying 
non-domestic rates in 2020-21 because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34528 

Kate Forbes: Official statistics show that, at the snapshot date of 1 July 2020, there 
were 630 recipients of the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure (RHL) relief in Stirling 
Council, saving ratepayers over £20 million. 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what financial support and advice is available to businesses in 
Glasgow that do not meet the eligibility criteria for the Strategic Framework Business 
Fund but have been adversely affected by COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34532 

Kate Forbes: We continue to do all we can to support business. The £30 million 
discretionary fund has been provided to enable local authorities to provide additional 
support for businesses where they consider that necessary or justified. We have also 
created a new package of business support worth over £185 million to provide much 
needed support to several sectors. This includes, but is not limited to, support for 
licensed taxi and private hire drivers, mobile close contact services, tour operators and 
breweries, all of which are not covered by the Strategic Framework Business Fund.  
 
 
Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much has been spent under the Strategic Framework Business 
Support Fund. 
 

S5W-34533 

Kate Forbes: As at 28 December 2020, £31.4m has been paid out and 23,398 awards 
have been granted to businesses from the Strategic Business Support Schemes. This 
data is published on the Scottish Government website. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason automotive services were classified as 
"non-retail" and excluded from applying for business grants earlier in the response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and are now excluded from the strategic framework fund as 
they have been classified as "non-essential retail". 
 

S5W-34534 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has offered a package of grant support for 
businesses through the COVID-19 pandemic and each scheme has its own specific 
eligibility criteria.  
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2021/01/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-support-funding-statistics---15-january-2021/documents/covid-19-strategic-framework-business-support-funding-statistics-15-january-2021/covid-19-strategic-framework-business-support-funding-statistics-15-january-2021/govscot%3Adocument/Covid-19%2BStrategic%2BFramework%2BBusiness%2BSupport%2BFunding%2BStatistics%2B15%2BJan%2B2021.pdf
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To qualify for the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant businesses had to be operating 
in the retail, hospitality or leisure sectors and the property wholly or mainly being used 
for one or more of the qualifying purposes as set out in the guidance in Local 
Government Finance Circular 08/2020. For the purposes of these grants, a key 
consideration for the joint Scottish Government, COSLA and Local Authority working 
group overseeing the administration of the grants was whether a business was 
involved wholly or mainly in the front-end retail of goods, as opposed to the provision 
of services. 
 
The Strategic Framework Business Fund offers financial support for businesses 
required to close by law, or specifically required to modify their operations by law as 
set out in the schedules of The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020, as amended. Car repair 
and MOT services are listed in these regulations as businesses which are not required 
to close.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support it will offer to (a) sandwich takeaways and (b) 
other similar hospitality businesses that are remaining open under the COVID-19 
restrictions but are experiencing a significant loss in earnings. 
 

S5W-34546 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government introduced COVID-19 reliefs at the start of 
the pandemic to reduce business costs, including 1.6% rates relief for all non-domestic 
properties and 100% relief for non-domestic properties in the retail, hospitality, leisure 
and aviation sectors. There will be one-off payments to hospitality businesses in 
January to help them deal with the traditional post-Christmas dip in demand. These 
will be £25,000 for larger businesses and £6,000 for smaller businesses, depending 
on rateable value, and will be additional to other payments made under the Strategic 
Framework. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many international travellers have been tested for 
COVID-19 on arrival at airports in each month since March 2020, also broken down 
by how many tests were (a) positive, (b) negative and (c) inconclusive. 
 

S5W-34445 

Mairi Gougeon: From 18 January all people arriving in Scotland from outside the 
Common Travel Area (UK, Republic of Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of 
Man) have to self-isolate for 10 full days. They must also have a valid negative COVID-
19 test result, taken no more than three days before the scheduled time of departure. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents/made
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During the contact tracing process, information is collected on whether a positive case 
has travelled outside of Scotland. This figures set out confirmed cases who, when 
interviewed, reported that they had travelled outside Scotland.  
 
As published by PHS in the weekly Covid Statistical briefing:  

        

Week Commencing 
05-
Oct 

12-
Oct 

19-
Oct 

26-
Oct 

02-
Nov 

09-
Nov 

16-
Nov 

Cases reporting travel 
outside Scotland 362 362 348 353 207 133 107 

 
23-
Nov 

30-
Nov 

07-
Dec 

14-
Dec 

21-
Dec 

28-
Dec 

04-
Jan 

 91 49 69 111 218 228 183 

        

Week Commencing 
05-
Oct 

12-
Oct 

19-
Oct 

26-
Oct 

02-
Nov 

09-
Nov 

16-
Nov 

Cases reporting travel 
beyond UK 93 106 106 85 88 67 69 

 
23-
Nov 

30-
Nov 

07-
Dec 

14-
Dec 

21-
Dec 

28-
Dec 

04-
Jan 

 66 28 30 26 53 72 84 

 
This information is collected on the contact tracing interview and is where outside of 
Scotland travel information is recorded. Please note Public Health Scotland are aware 
of an undercount for those travelled outside Scotland. Public Health Scotland is 
working closely with contact tracing leads to improve this recording. 
 
This information is only available from September 2020. The latest information on 
cases which have reported international travel can be found here: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it plans to provide alternative methods of protection from COVID-19, other than a 
needle vaccination, for individuals with severe and complex learning disabilities who 
are unable to receive injections. 
 

S5W-34417 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether members of the public will be able to pay for a COVID-19 vaccine to be 
administered in a pharmacy similar to the way in which a member of the public may 
pay for a flu vaccine to be administered in a pharmacy. 
 

S5W-34423 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the advice for key workers who are on the shielding 
list, and who have received their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, is that they are 
safe to continue to work. 
 

S5W-34425 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether different training will be required for 
staff to administer the Pfizer-BioNTech and the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines. 
 

S5W-34439 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what training is required for current medical 
staff to administer the COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-34440 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what training is required for retired medical 
staff to administer the COVID-19 vaccines, and what other requirements need to be 
met in order for them to volunteer. 
 

S5W-34441 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
vaccinators will be required to meet the timetable for the programme, and what 
contingency plans are in place to respond to sickness, leave and other absences. 
 

S5W-34450 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) everyone over 50 
and (b) all younger people with underlying health conditions will receive their COVID-
19 vaccine by May 2021. 
 

S5W-34451 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will list the sites 
that (a) it and (b) the Ministry of Defence has identified for administering COVID-19 
vaccinations. 
 

S5W-34457 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether parking charges will be suspended for NHS hospital 
car parks during the current lockdown, as they were during the first lockdown. 
 

S5W-34461 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how qualified healthcare workers can enrol as vaccinators in 
the COVID-19 vaccination programme, and how it is signposting them to this process. 
 

S5W-34464 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
additional funding has been given to mental health charities during the COVID-19 
pandemic to help their services respond to any increase in demand. 
 

S5W-34632 

Clare Haughey: The Mental Health Transition and Recovery Plan published in 
October 2020 outlines the actions we are taking forward in response to the mental 
health impacts of COVID-19. Over £1.1 million additional funding has been made 
available directly to third sector mental health organisations during the pandemic to 
help services respond to increased demand. 
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More generally, a £350 million emergency communities fund comprising 8 funding pots 
was announced in March 2020 to ensure local authorities, community groups and the 
third sector were able to support people and communities affected by COVID-19. 
 
In response to a demand for a move away from resilience to recovery, a £25 million 
Community and Third Sector Recovery Programme (CTSRP) was announced in the 
Programme for Government 2020-21, as part of Scottish Government’s £350 million 
emergency response to coronavirus. 
 
The CTSRP aims to support Third Sector Organisations (TSOs), such as charities, 
community groups, social enterprises and voluntary organisations that are, in turn, 
supporting people and communities through the move from lockdown to recovery; 
bringing clear practical and mental health benefits. 
 
The CTSRP opened for applications on 21 September and can be accessed via the 
SCVO funding page Community & Third Sector Recovery Programme – SCVO. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to concerns that bakeries in the hospitality 
and tourism supply chains have received no business support during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-34484 

Fergus Ewing: We recognise that this is an extremely difficult time for businesses of 
all kinds across Scotland, including the hospitality and tourism supply chains. We have 
allocated almost £3 billion to support businesses, including those in the hospitality and 
tourism supply chains, in response to COVID-19.  
 
The £30 million discretionary fund introduced in November 2020 targets businesses 
which are affected by COVID-19 restrictions but do not meet the criteria for other 
funds. The fund allows local authorities to allocate grants at their discretion to support 
businesses including those in the supply chain. 
 
To help businesses deal with the impact of coronavirus, the Scottish Government 
introduced extra rates reliefs for non-domestic properties from 1 April 2020 to  
31 March 2021. This includes 100% relief for properties in the hospitality sectors where 
the property is wholly or mainly used for a purpose, or purposes, set out in Schedule 
1 of the Non-Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020.  
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which business support funds are available for wholesale 
bakeries that are dependent on the hospitality and tourism supply chains. 
 

S5W-34487 

https://scvo.scot/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/community-recovery
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Fergus Ewing: The £30 million discretionary funding has been provided to local 
authorities to provide additional support for businesses where they consider that 
necessary or justified.  
 
The aim of this fund is to mitigate the short term financial challenges being experienced 
by businesses adversely impacted by restrictions and regulations introduced since 
October to control the spread of COVID-19. It enables individual local authorities to 
direct additional financial support to specific groups, sectors or businesses within their 
local business communities who are experiencing immediate financial challenges as 
a result of current restrictions and regulations, including supply chain businesses. 
 
Local authorities can use this fund at their discretion, and will undertake their own 
assessment of need and develop application processes accordingly. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what COVID-19 financial 
support will be made available to owners of bed and breakfast establishments who do 
not pay non-domestic rates and who do not possess a business banking account. 
 

S5W-34404 

Fergus Ewing: We confirmed on 20 January that support equivalent to the Strategic 
Framework Business Fund will also be made available to B&Bs who do not pay Non 
Domestic Rates but pay council tax. This support, which is £2,000 every four weeks, 
will be paid by local authorities and details of how businesses can access the support 
will be published shortly. 
 
This is also available to B&B business who do not have a business bank account. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) wholesale bakeries and (b) food 
manufacturers have accessed support from the Scottish Food and Drink Wholesale 
Resilience Fund. 
 

S5W-34485 

Fergus Ewing: To be eligible for support through the Scottish Wholesale Food and 
Drink Resilience Fund, food and drink wholesale must be the main part of the business 
and was defined for the purpose of this fund as being a route to market in the 
consolidation and distribution of multi-supplier stocks. While wholesaling may be the 
route to market for finished products, if a business’ main activity (or representing over 
20% of the business) is the production, manufacture, repackaging or processing 
(primary or secondary) of food & drink, or any other activity which is not wholesaling 
food and drink as per the definition above, then they are not eligible for this specific 
fund.  
 
A business whose main activity is a) baking or b) food manufacture was therefore not 
eligible for this fund. 
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 

and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £185 million 

COVID-19 support funding announced on 9 December 2020 by the Cabinet 

Secretary for Finance is being provided to bed and breakfast establishments. 

 
S5W-34402 

Fergus Ewing: We have agreed to pay £2,000 every four weeks to bed and 
breakfasts, either through the Strategic Framework Business Funds for those who pay 
non-domestic rates, or through the bespoke B&B fund for those who pay Council Tax. 
For the latter, the cost is around £1m every four weeks. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people (a) applied for and (b) received the Self-Isolation Support Grant in 
October 2020, broken down by gender. 
 

S5W-34582 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: Management Information on the number of applications 
and awards for Self-Isolation Support Grant are available at: Scottish Welfare Fund, 
Self-Isolation Support Grant and Discretionary Housing Payments: monthly data - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
The Scottish Government does not hold information on the total number of people 
applying for and receiving the Self-Isolation Support Grant, broken down by gender. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on publishing a breakdown of details of Self-Isolation 
Support Grant (a) applications and (b) awards by gender. 
 

S5W-34583 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Scottish Government does not collect information on 
the total number of people applying for and receiving the Self-Isolation Support Grant, 
broken down by gender. More information about our data collection will be published 
in the background information of our quarterly Scottish Welfare Fund publication, on 
26 January: Scottish Government social security statistics publications - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration has been given to extending the use of 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/swf-monthly-management-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/swf-monthly-management-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/swf-monthly-management-information/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/sg-social-security-scotland-stats-publications/#scottishwelfarefundstatistics
https://www.gov.scot/collections/sg-social-security-scotland-stats-publications/#scottishwelfarefundstatistics
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concessionary ferry travel vouchers that are due to expire on 31 March 2021, in light 
of the restrictions on travel due to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34462 

Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 25 January 2021 

S5W-34748 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the need to reassess the carrier bag charge for supermarket deliveries in light of 
COVID-19 and concerns from delivery drivers, and whether other solutions that may 
be more environmentally-friendly have been considered. 
S5W-34750 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what research it has 
carried out on the most effective message carriers for conveying information and 
advice on (a) COVID-19, (b) the COVID-19 vaccine and (c) accessing the NHS 
during the pandemic. 
S5W-34757 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what monitoring is in 
place to ensure that any reduction in Modern Apprenticeships during the COVID-19 
pandemic has not disproportionately affected young disabled people. 
S5W-34758 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether there has been 
a decline in the number of Modern Apprenticeship places in the last nine months, 
and, if so, (a) by how much and (b) what steps it is taking to address this. R 
S5W-34759 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how many young people 
have had their Modern Apprenticeship terminated since March 2020 as a result of 
company or provider closures, broken down by sector. 
S5W-34768 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what its plans are 
for arranging COVID-19 vaccines for patient-facing physiotherapists in the private 
sector and for arranging subsequent communications to them on this matter. 
S5W-34769 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government in which priority group 
for the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme will teachers in (a) 
mainstream and (b) special needs schools be included. 
S5W-34770 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
introduce repeated routine testing for COVID-19 for teachers in (a) mainstream and 
(b) special needs schools. 
S5W-34771 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether student loans 
will be topped up beyond the current academic year for social work students whose 
course placements have been postponed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34772 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 
deaths related to COVID-19 that occurred in hospitals were care home residents 
who had been admitted to hospital, broken down by NHS board area. 
S5W-34773 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how it is ensuring that 
information on appointments for COVID-19 vaccinations is available in an accessible 
format for blind and partially-sighted people. 
S5W-34774 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether early learning and childcare staff, many of whom are currently working with 
the children of key workers and vulnerable children, should have earlier access to 
the COVID-19 vaccination, and what assessment it has made of this matter. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34748
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34750
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34757
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34758
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34759
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34768
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34769
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34770
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34771
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34772
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34773
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34774
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

