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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 20 January 2021 
 
First Ministers Questions relating to COVID-19 on 20 January are included at 
page 26. 
 
Written questions lodged on 20 January can be found on page 27. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 20 January) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and local Government  

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how its proposed short-term let regulations in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic will impact on bed and breakfast businesses, and what 
consultation there has been with the sector. 
 

S5W-34474 
 

Kevin Stewart: The use of houses (class 9 in the Use Classes Order) as bed and 
breakfasts (B&Bs) is a form of home sharing and these will require a licence. Guest 
houses (class 7) are excluded from the definition of a short-term let and will not require 
a licence. 
 
The principal component of our licensing scheme is a set of mandatory standards 
which apply to all short-term lets, and will help to protect the safety of guests and 
neighbours across Scotland. Many hosts, including B&B operators, will already be 
following these standards as a matter of compliance with existing law or best practice. 
 
In developing our regulatory proposals, we have directly engaged with and heard from 
a wide range of stakeholders covering a range of interests. The Scottish Bed & 
Breakfast Association responded to both our 2019 and 2020 consultations on short-
term lets. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Skills 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether car auctions will be allowed to open under the most 
recent COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34390 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The current stay at home regulations mean that people should only 
leave their homes for an essential purpose. Further covid-19 regulations came into 
effect on Saturday 16 January which state that outdoor motor vehicle lots may open 
only for the collection of a vehicle that has been purchased. 
 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will consider allowing children's shoe shops to 
open during the latest lockdown, in light of the importance of correctly fitted shoes for 
growing feet. 
 

S5W-34430 
 

Jamie Hepburn: In order to help reduce transmission rates, it is crucial that we take 
action to reduce unnecessary journeys and opportunities for interaction between 
people, including in retail settings and particularly indoors. Therefore only essential 
businesses are permitted to open and stay at home regulations mean that people may 
only leave their homes for an essential purpose. The current restrictions are regularly 
reviewed to ensure that they remain in place only for as long as necessary. 
 
We recognise the importance of access to footwear for children. Footwear retailers 
can continue to offer delivery of orders made online or by telephone as well as 
permitted collection services, subject to the applicable restrictions. 
 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what measures are in place to ensure 
national consistency regarding how vulnerable children that are not presenting at 
school are contacted and reached out to. 
 

S5W-34510 
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John Swinney: The national guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-19): school re-
opening arrangements for January 2021 recognises the wide range of circumstances 
which may lead to a child or young person being considered to be vulnerable at this 
time. The guidance also makes clear that many of those children and young people 
will be known to schools and children's services and that children's services are best 
placed to identify and make appropriate arrangements for the provision of support. 
 
This, in conjunction with education authorities’ ongoing responsibilities to follow up 
absence from school outlined in national guidance, ensure that the support required 
for all children and young people is in place. The Scottish Government in partnership 
with local government have revised the system for the monitoring of attendance and 
absence of pupils at this time, to take account of these particular circumstances. 
Information on attendance and absence of pupils is published as part of information 
within Coronavirus (COVID-19): daily data for Scotland. 

 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what nutritional standards apply to the meals served in student halls of 
residences. 
 

S5W-34316 
 

Richard Lochhead: We have no direct role in the provision of university residential 
accommodation nor in the catering provision therein. In October last year the Minister 
for Further Education, Higher Education and Science wrote to accommodation 
providers welcoming Universities Scotland’s Consistent Core of Care package, which 
outlines a minimum support package for all students including those self-isolating, 
including help with food and groceries, cleaning supplies and internet access; and 
emphasising that every effort should be made to ensure that the food provided for and 
delivered to self-isolating students is nutritious, of good quality and does not result in 
additional charges for students. 

 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the expected uptake among (a) vulnerable children and (b) 
the children of key workers will be in each local authority area of the (i) childcare and 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/pages/vulnerable-children-and-young-people/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/pages/vulnerable-children-and-young-people/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/included-engaged-involved-part-1-positive-approach-promotion-management-attendance-scottish-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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(ii) school provisions it will be introducing following the imposition of the tighter COVID-
19 restrictions on 26 December 2020. 
 

S5W-34313 
 

Maree Todd: Until 1 February 2021, early learning and childcare (‘ELC’) settings and 
schools will be able to open for children of keyworkers and vulnerable children only. 
 
Those who work directly with children and young people at local authority level are 
best placed to identify how many children and young people will require support during 
this exceptional period. 
 
The Scottish Government does not hold information on the expected uptake of ELC 
and school provision between 26 December and 1 February. We will publish data on 
actual uptake of this provision in due course. 
 
Figures on children of key workers and vulnerable children who attended critical 
childcare settings between 30 March and 5 August can be found here 
Covid19ELCandHubs - SG Education Analytical Services: Learning Analysis | Tableau 
Public. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of the reinstatement of the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions, whether it will 
suspend the 5p carrier bag charge for deliveries and collections. 
 

S5W-34358 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: We have laid draft regulations to re-instate the temporary 
COVID-related exemption from the single use carrier bag charge for deliveries, 
collection of pre-ordered groceries and takeaway. If approved by Parliament, these 
regulations will remain in force until 31 May 2021. 

 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to reintroducing the suspension 
of the 5p charge for single-use carrier bags, when used for home delivery and 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction?publish=yes
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collection of groceries and takeaways, for health and safety reasons during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34416 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: We have laid draft regulations to re-instate the temporary 
COVID-related exemption from the single use carrier bag charge for deliveries, 
collection of pre-ordered groceries and takeaways. If approved by Parliament, these 
regulations will remain in force until 31 May 2021. 

 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements it has made 
to ensure that "click and collect" and online food shopping deliveries are exempt from 
the charge on single-use plastic bags. 
 

S5W-34557 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: We have laid draft regulations to re-instate the temporary 
COVID-related exemption from the single use carrier bag charge for deliveries, 
collection of pre-ordered groceries and takeaways. If approved by Parliament, these 
regulations will remain in force until 31 May 2021. 

 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether there will be any 
exemptions to the recently-announced increase in the minimum charge for a single-
use plastic bag to 10p. 
 

S5W-34556 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer you to the answer for S5W-34557 on 20 January 
2021, which covers the temporary COVID-related exemption. Aside from that, there is 
no change in the existing exemptions set out in Part 1 of the Schedule to The Single 
Use Carrier Bags Charge (Scotland) Regulations 2014 (The Single Use Carrier Bags 
Charge (Scotland) Regulations 2014 (legislation.gov.uk)). 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/161/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/161/contents/made
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to the recent report by the Equalities and Human Rights Commission 
on the human rights of older people in care homes in Scotland. 
 

S5W-34182 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is grateful to the EHRC for their report 
and will give the basis for its work and recommendations careful consideration given 
our strong commitment to human rights. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether police officers will be included on the 
priority list for COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 

S5W-34194 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government are following the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. 
This evidence based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. 
Additionally the committee considers frontline health and social care workers who 
provide direct care to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline health 
and social care workers. This is because we don’t know if the vaccine prevents spread, 
but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should they catch the virus. Individual 
members of the police force as with other occupations will be called forward for 
vaccination according to their position on the priority list, if they are eligible within the 
JCVI Cohorts. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it has taken since 23 March 2020 to develop its ability to meet 
the duties imposed on it by the Health and Care (Staffing) Scotland Act 2019. 
 

S5W-34257 
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Jeane Freeman: Jeane Freeman: The actions that the Scottish Government has 
taken to develop its duties which correspond to the Health and Care (Staffing) 
Scotland Act 2019 (the Act) have, as with most aspects of health and social care 
policy, been significantly affected by our need to respond to the global pandemic 
emergency. 
 
While the implementation of the Act has been paused, Boards have continued to use 
workload tools where there has been capacity to do so. Therefore, since the initial 
lockdown we have focused on supporting Boards with necessary workload and 
workforce planning as part of their response. 
 
Scottish Government has been funding and overseeing the development of a range of 
resources in recognition that Covid-19 has required changes to staffing resulting from 
increased demand, reduced availability of staff and implementation of social distancing 
in clinical areas, including the development of:  
 

• staffing models for intensive care units and the Louisa Jordan Hospital;  

• professional judgement templates with associated specialty specific guidance 
for adult acute wards, maternity and neonatal services, mental health and 
learning disability services, community nursing and AHP services; 

• a care management safety huddle tool and professional judgement template 
for use in care homes. 

 
Additionally, Scottish Government has continued to provide funding for workforce lead 
posts in each Board to provide local leadership and expertise, in recognition of the 
importance of support being available to NHS Boards for staff at this time. The use of 
workload tools are not currently mandated in recognition that Boards may not have 
capacity, though they remain available to Boards should they wish to use them. 
Scottish Government also continues to fund the Healthcare Staffing Programme (HSP) 
within Health Improvement Scotland (HIS), which is responsible for work to support 
implementation of the Act, although understandably the focus this year has been on 
supporting workforce planning required as a result of the pandemic. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its timetable is for (a) commencement and (b) implementation of the 
Health and Care (Staffing) (Scotland) Act 2019; whether that timetable includes any 
pilot schemes; in which NHS board area any such pilot would take place; when any 
such pilot scheme would begin, and what the duration would be of any such pilot 
scheme. 



8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
S5W-34258 

 
Jeane Freeman: My officials previously proposed a phased commencement of the 
Health and Care (Staffing) (Scotland) Act 2019 (the Act) and this remains the 
Government’s intention. Commencement of the Act will also require regulations to be 
made and there is very limited parliamentary time left in this session to progress 
secondary legislation. Due to pressures on that limited time caused by the priority of 
Covid-19 and EU Exit legislation, the current focus has been on critical legislation that 
requires to be progressed before the dissolution of Parliament for the 2021 election. 
 
Prior to Covid, the Act Implementation Team were undertaking a programme of 
preparatory work to lay the way for implementation. This included the preparation of 
statutory guidance; a series of stakeholder engagement events to consult on the 
guidance, including visits to every Board and establishing 13 distinct working groups 
for specific guidance chapters; the instructing of regulations, and the preparation for 
detailed end to end testing of the Act’s statutory guidance at four Health Boards. 
Following on from this process a public consultation would take place. 
 
This work had not concluded pre-Covid when the Act became one of a number of 
areas of policy/legislation to be suspended in order to prioritise the Government’s 
response to the pandemic. A significant amount of work was undertaken to draft 
guidance prior to the pandemic, however further work is still required. It will also be 
important to reflect on learning from Covid-19 and whether some redrafting of the 
current draft guidance will be required as a result. 
 
Given that Covid-19 has considerably stretched resources within Boards and the wider 
health and social care sector, as well as the continuing uncertainty facing us, we 
believe it is not practical to establish a definitive implementation timetable for bringing 
the Act into force. However, the Scottish Government is resolute in its continuing 
commitment to the Act and its principles. Health and social care staff across Scotland 
have risen to the very significant challenges posed by Covid, showing incredible 
resolve and flexibility, and we will ensure this Act is implemented effectively to drive 
positive change for NHS staff and patients. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has had any discussions with the fourteen territorial NHS 
boards since 23 March 2020 on the implementation of the Health and Care (Staffing) 
(Scotland) Act 2019 and on what dates any such discussions took place. 
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S5W-34259 

 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34257 on  
20 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx.  

 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress it has made since 23 March 2020 in drafting the necessary 
guidance in relation to the Health and Care (Staffing) (Scotland) Act 2019. 
 

S5W-34260 
 

Jeane Freeman: The development of the guidance was divided into 13 work streams 
representing the 13 guidance chapters, each with an associated working group of 
external stakeholders and an initial draft document provided to each group. Thus far 
drafts of guidance have been developed on 8 of the 13 work streams.  
 
Since 23 March, progress in drafting the necessary guidance in consultation with key 
stakeholders has been directly and severely impacted upon by capacity issues within 
Scottish Government, the Care Inspectorate and Health Boards. The suspension of 
preparatory work such as this for enactment was necessary due to the requirement to 
free up staff to work on Covid both at Government and Board levels. The work that 
was planned to develop guidance for care services was also paused. Accordingly, with 
significantly reduced capacity it has not been possible to progress work on the 
guidance as previously planned. However, Scottish Government is absolutely 
committed to directing resources and recommencing work on the development of the 
guidance with Healthcare Improvement Scotland, the Care Inspectorate and Boards 
as soon as is practically possible for us and our key stakeholders. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what date it will launch the public consultation on guidance in relation 
to the Health and Care (Staffing) (Scotland) Act 2019. 
 

S5W-34261 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34260 on  
20 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx.  
 
Additionally, as I stated to the Health and Sport Committee in my letter dated  
18 December 2020, it is not possible to be explicit on the date for the public 
consultation, given this is part of a wider process of engagement and input which has 
been placed on hold to prioritise resource for the pandemic. When capacity becomes 
available the public consultation will be an integral part of that process.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it has taken since 23 March 2020 to develop any (a) staffing 
level and (b) professional judgement tools, and associated methodologies for use in 
health and care services. 
 

S5W-34262 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34257 on  
20 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 

 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the (a) Healthcare Staffing Programme National Steering Group, 
and (b) Education sub-group of that National Steering Group last met and when they 
will next meet. 
 

S5W-34263 
 

Jeane Freeman: Health Improvement Scotland (HIS) is responsible for both the 
Healthcare Staffing Programme National Steering Group and Education sub-group of 
that National Steering Group. 
 
The Healthcare Staffing Programme National Steering Group last met on 6 November 
2019. The Education Sub-group last met on 28 January 2020. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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The Programme was stepped down in March 2020 as a result of the pandemic and 
remobilised in September 2020.  
 
HIS has not yet agreed a firm date for the Healthcare Staffing Programme National 
Steering Group, but has confirmed that it will take place sometime before 5 February 
2021. The first meeting of the reconvened Education Sub-group is scheduled to take 
place on 19 January 2021. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had since 23 March 2020 with (a) Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland and (b) the Care Inspectorate with regard to (i) the 
implementation of and (ii) duties imposed by the Health and Care (Staffing) (Scotland) 
Act 2019. 
 

S5W-34264 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34263 on 20 
January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
Additionally, my officials have had regular contact with both Healthcare Improvement 
Scotland (HIS) and the Care Inspectorate in relation to support they have given to 
Health Boards and care home providers throughout the pandemic. Government 
officials have held informal monthly meetings with HIS to discuss the programme work 
plan for the year, to focus on supporting workload and workforce planning during the 
pandemic, and progress that HIS could make during this time in relation to securing 
analytical and digital support from NHS Education for Scotland (NES Scotland), in 
preparation for developing approaches to multidisciplinary tool development. 
 
The Care Inspectorate had commenced a scoping exercise relating to development of 
workload tools for care homes for adults. This work was paused due to the pandemic 
and will be re-established when appropriate, given the significantly stretched nature of 
available time and resources for those working in the sector during the ongoing 
pandemic. However, Scottish Government has supported them in developing a Care 
Management safety huddle tool during this time. This tool enables care homes to 
identify areas of concern and risk, including workforce, and supports a consistent 
approach to escalation to the Care Inspectorate and Health and Social Care 
Partnerships, which helps support them now and in preparation for the implementation 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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of the Act, along with the duties this will impose on them. This tool will further inform 
future development of workload tools and methodologies in care homes for adults. 

 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures are in place to ensure that compliance with the outputs 
from each (a) new and (b) existing workload tools is being (i) measured and (ii) 
reported across health and care services. 
 

S5W-34265 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answers to questions S5W-34257 and 
S5W-34264 on 20 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are 
available on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
Additionally, the Healthcare Staffing Programme has been established within Health 
Improvement Scotland (HIS) and this programme will assist Boards in meeting their 
obligations under the Health and Social Care (Staffing) (Scotland) Act 2019 (the Act), 
providing support and guidance while monitoring compliance. The programme will also 
be responsible for the development of staffing tools and methodology, as well as their 
review. The programme has been overseeing the use, development and regular 
review of the existing tools on behalf of Scottish Ministers until the Act is commenced. 
This programme was paused at the beginning of the pandemic, but has now restarted, 
although slowly in light of the continuing pressures of Covid-19. This work will support 
Boards in understanding how to prepare to meet their obligations under the Act, and 
will also undertake a revised range of roles, including supporting Boards in 
understanding workforce requirements in relation to it and to their Re-mobilisation 
plans. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the new variant of COVID-19 has been identified in any 
nosocomial infections in Scotland, and how many such infections have been identified. 
 

S5W-34268 
 

Jeane Freeman: The epidemiology for the new variant of COVID-19 is being 
monitored by the Antimicrobial Resistance and Healthcare Associated Infection 
(ARHAI) Scotland service for new confirmed variant cases and is being assessed for 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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hospital onset status. As the validated data become available from Health Boards, 
new cases will be assessed for their hospital onset status. ARHAI are exploring other 
possible routes to determine the hospital onset status of new variant cases more 
rapidly should there be an ongoing need to track nosocomial transmission, in addition 
to extant monitoring (hospital onset surveillance and clusters reporting system).  
 
Should cases of the new variant be identified, advice from Infection Prevention and 
Control (IPC) experts in Scotland, as well as the UK IPC cell, is that there is no change 
to the existing IPC guidance. Robust IPC measures remain of paramount importance 
for reducing nosocomial transmission. This includes the appropriate use of PPE, the 
extended use of face masks, physical distancing, good ventilation, increased 
environmental cleaning, symptom vigilance, good hand hygiene and good respiratory 
etiquette.  
 
The Scottish COVID-19 Addendum in the National Infection Prevention and Control 
Manual should be followed, which can be found at: 
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/scottish-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-
addendum-for-acute-settings/ 

 
 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people in each NHS board area have died 
since 1 December 2020 with COVID-19 recorded as the primary cause of death. 
 

S5W-34288 
 

Jeane Freeman: The following table has been provided by National Records of 
Scotland (NRS):  
 
Deaths occurring from 1st December 2020 by underlying cause of death and Health 
Board of residence 
 

Health Board of Residence Underlying Cause of death 

 other COVID-19 Total 

Ayrshire and Arran 388 74 462 

Borders 90 13 103 

Dumfries and Galloway 174 1 175 

Fife 309 54 363 

Forth Valley 246 29 275 

Grampian 460 70 530 

http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/scottish-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-addendum-for-acute-settings/
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/scottish-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-addendum-for-acute-settings/
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Greater Glasgow and Clyde 888 170 1058 

Highland 293 5 298 

Lanarkshire 526 136 662 

Lothian 594 117 711 

Orkney 26 0 26 

Shetland 16 0 16 

Tayside 380 45 425 

Western Isles 30 0 30 

Total 4420 714 5134 

 
1 - For information on how underlying cause of death is determined, refer to the NRS 
website:  
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-
events/deaths/deaths-background-information/death-certificates-and-coding-the-
causes-of-death 
 
2 - includes all deaths registered up to 3 January 2021 where date of death was  
1 December 2020 or later. 

 
 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many daily (a) admissions to and (b) discharges 
from hospitals there have been in each NHS board area since 1 December 2020. 
 

S5W-34289 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Data on admissions into acute hospitals by NHS Board are published 
monthly by Public Health Scotland on the ‘COVID-19 wider impacts on the health care 
system dashboard’. The next update will be released 13 January 2021 and will include 
admissions during December. 
This can be accessed at https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/. 
 
Data on discharges to 31 December 2020 is scheduled to be published in May 2021 
via the Acute Activity publication (https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-
data/health-services/hospital-care/acute-hospital-activity-and-nhs-beds-information-
quarterly) 

 
 

 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information/death-certificates-and-coding-the-causes-of-death
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information/death-certificates-and-coding-the-causes-of-death
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information/death-certificates-and-coding-the-causes-of-death
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-services/hospital-care/acute-hospital-activity-and-nhs-beds-information-quarterly
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-services/hospital-care/acute-hospital-activity-and-nhs-beds-information-quarterly
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-services/hospital-care/acute-hospital-activity-and-nhs-beds-information-quarterly
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Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people in each NHS board area have been 
treated in hospital solely for COVID-19 since 1 December 2020, also broken down by 
how many received treatment in intensive care units. 
 

S5W-34291 
 

Jeane Freeman: This data is not currently available. 
 
Public Health Scotland publish information on hospital admissions for Covid-19 and 
information on admissions to ICU for Covid 19. This is available on the daily 
dashboard(https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-
19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview) and in the weekly 
report(https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/ )  

 
 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it has changed the reporting 
of COVID-19 cases in local authority areas so that they are reportedly no longer 
available for the general public to view and, if it was concerned that the previous 
approach risked breaching patient confidentiality, whether it will publish the evidence 
that informed this. 
 

S5W-34221 
 

Jeane Freeman: Reporting of COVID-19 cases by local authority is published by 
Public Health Scotland (PHS) on the COVID-19 Daily Cases Dashboard. The 
dashboard is updated daily and includes data for neighbourhoods (intermediate 
zones) where there are 3 or more confirmed positive cases of COVID-19. 
 
From 14 December 2020, PHS made changes to how they publish small area COVID 
figures, with the changes applied to the historic trend data going back to March 
2020.The changes balance the need to release as much information as possible whilst 
minimising the risks that individuals may be identified and also trying to ensure that 
the information is presented in a clear and meaningful way. This means data is now 
suppressed when a local neighbourhood has fewer than 3 positive cases, with the 
area labelled as having “0-2” confirmed cases and no population rate being applied. 
This is to help protect patient confidentiality and reduce situations where very small 
numbers of cases in an area with a small population show a disproportionately high 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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rate. The new approach means that users can no longer separate out local 
neighbourhood areas with zero confirmed cases, but it is important to note that zero 
confirmed cases does not mean that there is no infection present in an area; the maps 
can only ever be an indicator of infection levels because they only show confirmed 
positive cases. The new approach also introduces a wider scale of rate categories 
used to colour the maps, which makes it easier for users in areas with high rates of 
confirmed positive cases to see variation between neighbourhoods and changes over 
time. In the interests of transparency, users can also now download the data 
underlying the neighbourhood level maps from the open data platform 
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-in-scotland. 
 
Further information on the changes and why these were made are set out on the PHS 
website.  
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide further clarification of the protocols 
for prioritising the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine to healthcare workers at increased 
risk through direct and indirect contact with COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34222 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the information sent to all MSP’s dated  
23 December 2020 which provides the prioritisation information requested. 
 

 
 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what instructions it has given to hospitals in the Highlands and Islands 
with regard to undertaking (a) routine and (b) priority operations. 
 

S5W-34229 
 

Jeane Freeman: In view of the emergence of the new and more virulent variant of the 
virus and increasing pressures on NHS services as we move through the busy winter 
period, we have advised Health Boards that they can pause, where necessary, non-
urgent elective and routine activity during January and February to help free up 
capacity to manage these pressures. It has also been made clear to Health Boards 
that they must maintain urgent elective and vital cancer services including national 
cancer screening programmes.  

https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-in-scotland
https://publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/covid-19/covid-19-data-and-intelligence/covid-19-daily-cases-in-scotland-dashboard/how-we-publish-small-area-covid-figures/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/covid-19/covid-19-data-and-intelligence/covid-19-daily-cases-in-scotland-dashboard/how-we-publish-small-area-covid-figures/
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However, the expectation remains that Health Boards should continue to provide 
planned services where these can be delivered safely and effectively, on the basis 
that these are in compliance with the Framework for Clinical Prioritisation of Elective 
Care which was published on 16 November 2020.  
 
It is remains of the utmost importance that all Health Boards are fully prepared to 
respond to Covid cases and that emergency, urgent, maternity and vital cancer 
services are protected and prioritised. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any discharge of patients who have (a) been untested and (b) tested positive for 
COVID-19 into care homes is a breach of the human rights of care home (i) residents 
and (ii) staff. 
 

S5W-34234 
 

Jeane Freeman: Discharge decisions for individual patients are made by clinicians 
based on each patient’s needs. If somebody is discharged to a care home that should 
be because that has been assessed as the best place to meet their needs. As with 
other parts of the UK, guidance on discharge and admission to care homes has 
evolved since the start of the pandemic as understanding of the virus developed. 
 
The overall policy, which has been in place since 22 April, is that people being admitted 
to a care home should have a negative test before admission, unless it is in the clinical 
interests of the person to be moved, and then only after a full risk assessment. 
 
In a very small number of exceptional circumstances - and only where a clinician has 
judged that this is in the best interest for the care of their patient – some individuals 
may be discharged without being tested before admission. This may be due to an 
individual’s capacity to consent to testing or to avoid causing distress in some people 
with dementia. In such circumstances clinicians would also have to consider whether 
it is clinically appropriate to keep a patient in hospital. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
recommendations of the Fair Work Convention Inquiry into social care will be 
implemented. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-elective-care-clinical-prioritisation-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-elective-care-clinical-prioritisation-framework/
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S5W-34242 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34248 on  
20 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will review the equalities provisions of the National Care Homes Contract. 
 

S5W-34245 
 

Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government is not party to the contractual arrangements 
that form the basis of the National Care Home Contract. The National Care Home 
Contract is negotiated by, and entered into, by Local Authorities and Care Providers 
for the purpose of securing Services in the Providers' Care Homes. 
 
The contract includes provisions which require providers to comply with Section 145 
of the Health and Social Care Act 2008 which requires that a Care Home, supplying 
care through arrangements made with a local authority under sections 12 or 13A of 
the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968, is taken to be exercising a function of a public 
nature and therefore required to act compatibly with the European Convention of 
Human Rights and Public Sector Equality Duties. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it 
will do to ensure that all care home residents have equality of choice, control and 
autonomy. 
 

S5W-34246 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Health and Social Care Standards seek to ensure individuals 
are treated with respect and dignity and that human rights are upheld, which includes 
being supported to make informed choices so that they may have control of their care 
and support.  

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it 
will do to ensure that every care home resident has a person-centred risk assessment. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-34247 

 
Jeane Freeman: Residents should only be admitted to a care home after a full risk 
assessment. Thereafter, the Health and Social Care Standards set out what everyone 
who uses services should expect, including being safe from harm. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish its review of the equalities impact of its decisions regarding COVID-19 on 
people living and working in care homes. 
 

S5W-34244 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 and the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020 were introduced to respond to the emergency pandemic 
and to protect lives. The potential impacts on human rights and equal opportunities 
were assessed during the development of the legislation, taking into account 
stakeholder views, and are summarised in the published Policy Memorandums 
accompanying the Bills. There is regular reporting to the Scottish Parliament on the 
use of the powers contained within the Coronavirus Act 2020, Coronavirus (Scotland) 
Act 2020 and Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020  
 
The published document Equality and Fairer Scotland Impact Assessment: Evidence 
gathered for Scotland’s Route Map through and out of the Crisis sets out the evidence 
we have gathered in relation to the actual or likely impacts of the proposed activities 
on different groups, based on protected characteristics and socio-economic 
disadvantage, as well as describing a range of activities that we have put in place to 
mitigate negative impacts or promote positive impacts and advance equality or good 
relations. Consideration of the COVID restrictions on care homes is included within 
the document in particular the restrictions on visiting.  

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it will provide for care home staff affected by trauma during the COVID-19 
crisis. 
 

S5W-34250 
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Jeane Freeman: The Minister for Mental Health is working closely with partners 
across the health and social care sector, including NHS Boards, Health and Social 
Care Partnerships and local employers, to ensure mental health and wellbeing support 
is in place for the workforce. 
 
On 11 May 2020, we launched the National Wellbeing Hub for health and social care 
workers (www.promis.scot). The Hub signposts staff, unpaid carers, volunteers and 
their families to relevant services, and provides a range of self-care and wellbeing 
resources designed to support the workforce as they respond to the impact of Covid-
19. The Hub is part of a programme of activity at the national level which includes the 
allocation of a further £3.8 million to begin to increase the capacity of NHS 24’s Mental 
Health Hub and Breathing Space service, alongside increased access to digital 
therapies. 
 
Based on evidence and experiences here and internationally, we will continue to 
explore how best to respond to those who need more specialist mental health support 
and care over the coming months. 

 
 

James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
all care homes will have access to COVID-19 visitor testing. 
 

S5W-34444 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has rolled out rapid testing in care homes 
to support essential visits, supplying all adult care homes in Scotland with Lateral Flow 
Devices. 
 
Currently all of mainland Scotland and the islands of Barra and Vatersay are in COVID 
protection Level 4 with Orkney, Shetland, the rest of the Western Isles and the more 
remote islands in Argyll and Bute and Highland in Level 3.  
 
For areas in Level 4, only essential visits are now recommended to take place in care 
homes, alongside window and garden visits, if Directors of Public Health judge this to 
be safe.  
 
Essential visits include circumstances where there is a concern that the resident’s 
health and wellbeing is changing for the worse, where visiting may help with 
communication difficulties, to ease significant personal stress or other pressing 
circumstances, such as a concern that the resident may be approaching end of life. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the anticipated level of wastage is for the (a) Pfizer vaccine and (b) 
overall COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34216 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine have been allocated to 
each NHS board for (a) December 2020 and (b) January 2021. 
 

S5W-34217 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any lack of involvement of care home residents in their care during the COVID-19 
pandemic is a breach of their human rights. 
 

S5W-34235 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any restriction imposed on care home residents (a) visiting others and (b) leaving their 
home is a breach of their human rights. 
 

S5W-34237 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any lack of access to healthcare for care home residents during the COVID-19 
pandemic is a breach of their human rights. 
 

S5W-34238 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish its plan to vaccinate people 
(a) overall and (b) in high-risk groups against COVID-19 in the NHS Grampian region, 
and what the timescale will be. 
 

S5W-34255 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice it has received on the suitability of Type IIR masks as 
protection for health and care staff, in light of the transmissibility of the new variant of 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34266 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment has been made of the PPE requirements for health and 
care staff, in light of the transmissibility of the new variant of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34267 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of National Records of Scotland data that reportedly shows that 
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there have been 4,000 more deaths at home in 2020 than in "normal" years as a result 
of the pandemic, what plans it has to explore end of life experiences in community 
settings in this year. 
 

S5W-34281 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many months it will require to vaccinate the general population 
against COVID-19, and what modelling it has carried out to inform this estimate. 
 

S5W-34213 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) NHS staff and (b) care home (i) residents and (ii) staff have 
received the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine in each week this has been available, 
broken down by NHS board area. 
 

S5W-34214 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many frontline NHS workers have been tested using lateral flow testing in each week 
of December 2020, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-34211 
 

Mairi Gougeon: It is expected that all Boards across Scotland will have fully 
implemented twice weekly lateral flow testing to eligible patient facing staff by the end 
of January 2021. 
 

 
 



24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-32250 by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 21 
October 2020, how many people it estimates are eligible to receive the Self-Isolation 
Support Grant should they need to self-isolate. 
 

S5W-34413 
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: We estimate around 44,700 people would be eligible for 
the Self-Isolation Support Grant, should they be asked to isolate. This estimate reflects 
those that are 'in work' in receipt of universal credit, adjusted for those we anticipate 
will not be able to work from home. This number also reflects those that would be 
eligible should a child be asked to isolate. This estimate of the total potential eligibility 
should not be interpreted as a the total number of people we expect to ask to self 
isolate. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to mainland Scotland moving from Level 4 restrictions to 
a temporary lockdown, and in anticipation of potential measures from the UK 
Government to restrict international travel, whether it plans to reassess its position on 
providing financial support for aviation-related businesses, such as short and long-
term stay airport car parking businesses, which are currently not captured by the Non-
Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. 
 

S5W-34385 
 

Michael Matheson: We recognise the scale of the global challenge affecting the 
aviation sector, including the wider supply chain, which continues to be impacted by 
Covid-19. All non-domestic properties are benefiting from a 1.6% universal Non-
Domestic Rates relief in 2020-21 and airports and ground handling service providers 
in Scotland are being granted 100% relief. 
 
The Scottish Government does not intend to further amend The Non-Domestic Rates 
(Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 in 2020-21. However, we are 
working with airports on route recovery, to help rebuild connectivity for business and 
tourism. The re-establishment of previously operated routes, and the return of the 
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passengers who use these, once we are able to safely lift travel restrictions, will help 
support the wider aviation supply chain.  
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First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 20 January 2021 
 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04729) 

2. Jackie Baillie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04733) 

3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04731) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04732) 

6. Brian Whittle: To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish Government is 
taking to make the training of vaccinators as streamlined as possible. (S5F-04746) 

7. Rhoda Grant: To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish Government is 
taking to ensure that there is adequate protection for victims of domestic abuse. 
(S5F-04740) 

Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04729
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04733
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04731
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04732
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04746
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04740
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13065&i=118213
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Written questions lodged on 20 January 2021 
 

S5W-34686 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what exemptions 
on quarantine on compassionate grounds there are for inbound international 
travellers visiting close relatives who are receiving end-of-life care. 
S5W-34687 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
support is available for businesses in the bakery sector that continue to operate 
despite the closure of a majority of their customers’ businesses.  
S5W-34690 Colin Beattie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will introduce 
guidance or legislate to exempt a person who lives with someone who is shielding 
from COVID-19 from having to go to work, similar to the approach taken during the 
first lockdown. 
S5W-34691 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what protocols are in 
place to ensure that older people will be vaccinated against COVID-19 if they miss 
appointments for any reasons, including the late delivery of mail. 
S5W-34692 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether all hospital 
inpatients are routinely tested for COVID-19. 
S5W-34693 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether there are age 
restrictions on hospital inpatients being tested for COVID-19. 
S5W-34694 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether older people 
who are hospital inpatients will be vaccinated against COVD-19 while in hospital to 
avoid missing a local appointment that might have been scheduled to take place 
during the time of their hospital stay. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34686
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34687
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34690
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34691
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34692
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34693
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34694
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

