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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 18 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 18 January can be found on page 10 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 18 January) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what recent consideration it has given to COVID-19 restrictions 
on beauty salons that offer facials, and when the guidance will be next reviewed. 
 

S5W-34155  
 
Jamie Hepburn: We continue to keep all guidance under regular review to ensure 
that it follows the latest public health advice. We encourage all businesses 
regardless of sector, to follow this guidance, and make use of all financial support 
available to them from both the Scottish and UK Governments. 
 
I have spoken with Lesley Blair, Chair of BABTAC/CIBTAC on 2 July 2020 and again 
on 18 November 2020, to discuss the key issues and concerns of those working in 
the sector and to ensure that our co-production approach to the development of 
sector-specific guidance is working well. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether dog walking businesses are allowed to operate under the current COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-34561  
 
Ben Macpherson: Professional dog walkers may continue to carry out their 
business under the current Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
The Scottish Government issued Guidance for Animal Owners on 11 January 2021 
which permits this to take place within the requirements of the guidance on physical 
distancing and good hygiene. This guidance is available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-animal-owners/. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33904 by Ben 
Macpherson on 22 December 2020, how many betting shops received support in 
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response to the COVID-19 pandemic from the (a) small business grant and (b) 100% 
rates relief that was referred to. 
 

S5W-34304  
 
Kate Forbes: The Small Business Grants were administered by local authorities and 
the Scottish Government does not hold property-level data on awards. The Scottish 
Government does however publish statistics on the number of awards granted and 
the value of these awards which is available at following link: Coronavirus (COVID-
19): business support fund grant statistics - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
The Scottish Government is not able to reliably identify betting offices on the 
Valuation Roll, and therefore cannot confirm the number of properties operating in 
this sector that are in receipt of rates relief.  
 
All non-domestic properties including betting shops will automatically benefit from a 
1.6% relief in 2020-21. Betting shops may further have been eligible for other reliefs 
such as the Small Business Bonus Scheme (SBBS) and Empty Property Relief 
(EPR). 
 
Retail, Hospitality, and Leisure Relief further provides 100% relief for properties that 
are used wholly or mainly for the qualifying purposes set out in Schedule 1 of the 
Non-Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. ‘Betting 
shops’ are not specifically listed in this schedule.  
 
Rates reliefs awards are made by local authorities who administer the non-domestic 
system. It is for them to determine eligibility based on the legislation. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact reductions in local authority budgets have had on the ability to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34350  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government have taken exceptional measures in every 
area of government to deal with the challenges of COVID-19 and that is particularly 
clear in the support for local government. 
 
In addition to the £382.2 million of direct funding already committed, Scotland’s 
councils have been granted additional financial flexibilities to address the pressures 
caused by COVID-19 which could be worth around £600 million over the next two 
years. 
 
Working with COSLA and local authorities the Scottish Government have now 
finalised a lost income scheme, including support for ALEOs, worth an estimated  
£90 million which when added to the recently committed £49 million consequentials 
will provide an extra £139 million of funding. Taken together these measures bring 
the value of the overall COVID-19 support package for councils to more than  
£1 billion.  

http://www.gov.scot/
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The pre COVID-19 2020-21 Local Government Finance settlement had already 
provided an increase in day to day spending for vital local services of £589.4 million. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many contacts have been traced by Test and Protect (a) overall and (b) using 
only SMS messages in each week since 1 September 2020. 
 

S5W-34210  
 
Mairi Gougeon: a) Test and Protect information is published weekly as part of the 
Public Health Scotland COVID-19 statistical report. The latest data (published 13 
January) shows that between 28 May to 10 January 2021: 
• 130,719 individuals were recorded in the contact tracing software, 
• from which 489,311 contacts have been traced 
• of which 347,910 were unique.  
More information can be found within the publication: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/ 
 
b) Since October 2020 some contacts will receive a single SMS only, providing 
isolation information and signposting. This allows contacts to be traced and isolate 
quickly. The majority of contacts traced receive a phone call from either local health 
protection teams or the National Contact Tracing Centre. Information on proportion 
of contacts traced using the single SMS is not currently published by Public Health 
Scotland. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will recompense chronic pain patients who are reportedly 
having to pay for private pain relief in England because some clinics have doubled 
their waiting times for lidocaine infusions to 12 weeks since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and, if so, by what date it will do so. 
 

S5W-34442  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I appreciate how difficult postponement of treatment has been for 
people with chronic pain. We remain committed to ensuring that health boards 
resume a full range of specialist pain services as quickly as it is safe to do so. In 
September 2020 we published the COVID-19 Recovery Framework for NHS Pain 
Management Services to support Health Boards in this process, however we are 
aware of the challenges Boards are facing given the current prevalence of the virus.  
 
The Scottish Government has consistently made clear that we will provide the 
necessary funding across health and care services to recognise the additional costs 
of responding to COVID-19 and to ensure that patient safety remains the top priority 
at all times. In September 2020 the Scottish Government confirmed additional 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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funding of £1.1 billion across NHS Boards and Social Care Partnerships to help them 
meet COVID-19 related costs and remobilisation of services. 
 
I cannot comment on individual cases but in general terms NHS Scotland cannot pay 
retrospectively for or subsidise private health care arranged independently by a 
patient. In addition, anybody seeking private treatment requires prior authorisation 
from their local Health Board before they travel. 
 
Health Boards are expected to triage cases locally based on clinical need and in-line 
with advice from expert clinical organisations (such as the Faculty of Pain Medicine 
and the British Pain Society) on the provision and use of interventions during the 
pandemic to minimise the risk to patients. While the frequency of treatments will vary 
according to individual circumstances, I would encourage people to contact their GP 
or lead clinician if they are unhappy with their current care to discuss alternative 
treatment or for additional referral if clinically appropriate. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will recompense chronic pain patients who are reportedly 
having to pay for private pain relief in England because some clinics have been 
closed since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic and, if so, by what date it will 
do so. 
 

S5W-34443  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34442 on  
18 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of clinicians recommending that treatment renewal should take 
place within six weeks, what its response is to reports that some clinics have 
doubled their waiting times for lidocaine infusions to 12 weeks since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34502  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34442 on  
18 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
additional mental health support is being provided to help people cope with COVID-
19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-34352  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Clare Haughey: Developments like the necessary re-introduction of restrictions will 
inevitably have an impact on the mental wellbeing of people across Scotland. 
 
We’ve invested £6 million of dedicated funding to support the whole population at 
this time. The Clear Your Head website contains a variety of resources and tips to 
help people take care of their mental health and wellbeing. For those who need more 
support, we expanded the NHS24 Mental Health Hub so that it is now available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. We have also increased the capacity of the 
Breathing Space telephone helpline and web support service and created extra 
capacity for Computerised Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CCBT). We have also 
rolled out the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) programme on a national basis (via its 
new NHS24 pathway).  
 
On 8 October 2020, we published Scotland’s Mental Health Transition and Recovery 
Plan. The plan is comprehensive, containing over a hundred actions, and is 
designed to support mental health needs across Scotland as we move through the 
phases of this pandemic. It also outlines a tailored programme of work which will 
help individual NHS Boards respond effectively to the anticipated increase in 
demand in the months ahead. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to the recent report by the Equalities and Human Rights Commission on 
the human rights of older people in care homes in Scotland. 
 

S5W-34182  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to roll out the COVID-19 
vaccine to people aged over 80 who are not in a care home or in hospital. 
 

S5W-34186  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what COVID-19 vaccine uptake rate it is 
aiming to achieve. 
 

S5W-34187  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in place to promote the 
uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine (a) among harder to reach groups and (b) 
generally. 
 

S5W-34188  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the 
number of Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccination doses that have been delivered to 
Scotland. 
 

S5W-34189  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide further information on 
the figure of 130,650 Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccination doses in the letter of 16 
December 2020 from the Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing to MSPs. 
 

S5W-34190  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency’s requirement for the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine to be packed 
down and administered by the same legal entity will affect the (a) mass roll-out of the 
vaccine and (b) use of (i) mass vaccination centres, (ii) GP surgeries and (iii) mobile 
units to administer the vaccine in Scotland. 
 

S5W-34191  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether police officers will be included on 
the priority list for COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 

S5W-34194  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on extending the COVID-19 vaccination priority group, “adults 
with Downs Syndrome”, to include adults with other severe and complex learning 
disabilities. 
 

S5W-34201  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to extend the compulsory wearing of face coverings to outdoor 
public settings. 
 

S5W-34203  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will consider exempting island communities, 
including Arran, which have consistently recorded an extremely low number of 
COVID-19 cases, from its blanket ban on indoor social gatherings. 
 

S5W-32066  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: As you will be aware, The Coronavirus (COVID-19): Scotland’s 
Strategic Framework was published on 23 October 2020.  
 
This document, which has been the foundation of the Government’s response since 
that date, set out our strategic approach to suppress the virus to the lowest possible 
level and keep it there, while we strive to return to a more normal life for as many 
people as possible.  
 
To best tackle the virus, and protect people, we have moved to a strategic approach 
to outbreak management based on five levels of protection. 
 
While it is important to always retain some flexibility, this, I feel, has provided a more 
transparent and easily understood framework for managing outbreaks and allow 
rapid but proportionate responses to be taken – locally or nationally – using a range 
of measures and options. 
 
A levels approach has also allowed us to respond on a national basis if required, but 
also to avoid a 'one size fits all' approach if it is not, as has been demonstrated in 
response to generally better infection rates in many of Scotland’s islands areas. It 
will mean that one part of the country with low rates of infection does not have to live 
with the level of protective measures designed to suppress the virus in areas with 
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much higher rates, although recent outbreaks in Barra and Shetland have 
demonstrated that circumstances can change remarkably in a short space of time, 
so ongoing vigilance is essential. 
 
The assessment of what level of protection should be applied to each local authority 
is, as you will be aware, informed by five key indicators: number of positive COVID-
19 cases per hundred thousand people over the last week; percentage of positive 
tests; forecast for new cases in the weeks ahead; capacity of local hospitals; and 
capacity of local intensive care facilities. The latter has proved to be significant in the 
context of islands in the Clyde, such as Arran and Cumbrae, that depend upon 
mainland health care facilities in the Ayrshire and Arran Health Board area – facilities 
that have faced sustained pressure on in-patient beds in recent months. 
 
All these factors are assessed alongside the advice and recommendations of local 
public health officials, National Incident Management Team, the Scottish 
Government’s chief clinical and policy advisors, and consideration of local 
circumstances, such as: specific COVID-19 outbreaks; travel and work patterns; and 
the extent to which health services are provided by neighbouring health boards. Final 
decisions are based on all of these factors. 
 
There had been positive progress made in regards to indoor gatherings. On 8 
December 2020, the First Minister stated that there would also be an easing of 
restrictions on gathering in homes for Level 1 islands communities which are not 
linked by road to the mainland.  
 
Up to six people from a maximum of two households were allowed to meet in private 
homes in Level 1 island communities. Islands with road links to the mainland, 
however, were not be included in this relaxation. 
 
However, the increased transmissibility of the new variant of COVID-19 presents us 
with new and greater challenges; case numbers are rising and more families are 
today grieving the loss of loved ones which is why we need to take action now to 
ensure that we slow the spread, to protect lives and ensure our NHS is not over 
whelmed. 
 
As the First Minister announced in her statement to Parliament on 4 January 2021, in 
terms of hospital beds, NHS Ayrshire and Arran was at 96% of its Covid capacity. 
 
By taking action now we have a chance of keeping this situation under control while 
the vaccination programme continues to makes progress and get case numbers 
back to very low levels again. 
 
We must all take personal responsibility for stopping the spread of all variants of this 
disease which is why our message is that everyone currently in a level 4 area, which 
includes Arran, should Stay at Home. At the time of writing, the island areas currently 
in level 3 will remain there for now, although we will continue to monitor them very 
carefully. 
 
For those islands in level 3, we maintain a core message that residents should not 
meet anyone who is not in their household indoors in their home or in others’ homes. 
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However, individuals can go into another household to provide care and support for 
a vulnerable person. This can include providing emotional support for someone 
whose wellbeing is at risk, including for those who are isolated because of disability 
or a caring situation. 
 
Similarly to the lockdown of March last year, a legal requirement to stay at home 
except for essential purposes came in to effect on 5 January for all level 4 areas. 
These additional protective measures should remain in place until at least the end of 
January, and we will keep these measures and the situation in islands authorities 
and communities under close review. The impact of current measures will be 
reviewed by the Scottish Government on 19 January 2021. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
31900 by Paul Wheelhouse on 26 October 2020, what additional financial support it 
has provided to (a) CalMac and (b) NorthLink Ferries in each month since August 
2020 to enable it to respond to the financial pressures arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-34192  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 18 January 2021 

S5W-34612 Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government how many young people 
have signed onto the Young Person's Guarantee. 
S5W-34613 Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government in what sectors the jobs 
created by the Young Person's Guarantee have been located, broken down by the 
average rate of pay. 
S5W-34614 Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government how many jobs have 
been created by the Young Person's Guarantee.  
S5W-34618 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to increase access to COVID-19 vaccines for people (a) in sheltered accommodation 
and (b) who receive personal and nursing care at home. 
S5W-34619 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance is 
available for pregnant dentists who are working during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
what support it will provide to them if they have to stop working because of the risk 
that they face. 
S5W-34620 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider health care industry workers in patient-facing jobs, including people 
who supply and fit medical aids, as health and social care workers as a priority in 
terms of the COVID-19 vaccine roll-out, as is the position in England. 
S5W-34626 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether it is appropriate for care home owners not to advise residents' families how 
many deaths there have been in the care home that their relative is in. 
S5W-34630 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS staff 
have been vaccinated against COVID-19, broken down by NHS board. 
S5W-34631 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
available to young mothers on maternity leave during the COVID-19 pandemic who 
are not (a) entitled to access paid childcare and (b) part of an extended household. 
S5W-34632 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
funding has been given to mental health charities during the COVID-19 pandemic to 
help their services respond to any increase in demand.  
S5W-34633 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government when funds will be 
released to enable the Cunninghame Housing Association in Dumfries and Galloway 
and other groups building housing for responsible social landlords to pay their 
contractors for COVID-19-related delays. 
S5W-34635 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what maximum 
number of children is allowed in classrooms in hubs/schools during the current 
COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-34639 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether allied 
health professionals, including podiatrists who provide care to patients who are at 
high-risk to COVID-19, will be prioritised for a vaccination against the virus. 
S5W-34640 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
potential impact on both the children and their families, what its response is to 
concerns that children with additional support needs, such as autism, are not 
permitted to access special educational provision during the current COVID-
19 lockdown, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34642 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support is 
available to self-employed business owners, affected by COVID-19 restrictions, who 
operate within their domestic residence and do not pay non-domestic rates. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34612
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34613
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34614
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34618
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34619
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34620
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34626
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34630
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34631
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34632
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34633
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34635
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34639
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34640
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34642
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

