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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 15 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 15 January can be found on page 3 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 15 January) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether respite foster care is still able to take place under 
Level 4 COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34200  
 
Maree Todd: Respite foster care can go ahead under Level 4 COVID-19 restrictions 
subject to the appropriate professional assessments being carried out. Care planning 
and issues surrounding care planning are a matter for local authorities to decide and 
we would expect local authorities to consider the risks of respite foster care before 
making any decision on a case by case base, whilst adhering to public health 
measures. 
 
Decision makers must ensure that the safety and wellbeing of children, young 
people, families, carers and staff members is at the heart of decision making. They 
must balance these safety considerations with a child’s rights and the detriment to 
the child if a respite placement does not go ahead. 
 
The Scottish Government will shortly be publishing updated Coronavirus guidance 
about family contact for Looked After Children. This guidance will support decision 
makers in ensuring that the risk of exposure is minimised, whilst children are 
supported and enabled to meaningfully maintain relationships which are essential to 
their wellbeing. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask 
the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to the long-term impact of 
medicines prioritised during the response to COVID-19 for people with a cancer 
diagnosis who have been prescribed continuous treatments, that do not offer 
patients time off from their treatment and therefore impact their quality of life. 
 

S5W-34175  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what COVID-19 guidance is in place regarding naming 
ceremonies. 
 

S5W-34136 

Ash Denham: The Scottish Government has not published specific guidance for 
ceremonies such as baby naming ceremonies, Christenings or baptisms. We have 
issued specific guidance for marriage ceremonies and civil partnership registrations. 
 
Our guidance for the safe use of places of worship outlines that where ceremonies 
such as Christenings, baptisms and coming-of-age ceremonies form part of a wider 
religious service in a place of worship, the gathering should consist of no more than 
50 people in total in areas at Levels 0-3 as set out in the strategic framework. 
Outdoor acts of worship conducted in accordance with Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
events sector guidance in areas at levels 0 and 1 areas may have up to 200 people 
in attendance. 
 
Under the current Level 4 restrictions affecting most of Scotland set out in the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020 as amended, places of worship must be closed to the public 
except for limited specified purposes. These specified purposes do not include a 
baby naming ceremony, Christening or baptism. 
 
If a naming ceremony, Christening or baptism is not happening in a place of worship 
or as part of a permitted act of worship outdoors, the gathering should comply with 
the restrictions on social gatherings in the relevant protection level set out in the 
Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 as amended. 
 
Any celebrants conducting naming ceremonies permitted under the present 
restrictions should work with families on whether aspects of the ceremony need to be 
adapted in line with physical distancing and hygiene requirements in order to help 
ensure the safety of all present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnership-registrations/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship/pages/life-event-ceremonies/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/pages/definitions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/pages/definitions/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents
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Written questions lodged on 15 January 2021 

S5W-34585 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-33974 by Jeane Freeman on 14 January 2021, whether it will provide 
the information in the format requested regarding how many care homes have had 
(a) zero to 10, (b) 11 to 20, (c) 21 to 30, (d) 31 to 40 and (e) over 40 of their 
residents die where COVID-19 has been a factor or suspected factor (i) between 1 
January and 30 June 2020 and (ii) since 1 July 2020 to date, and for what reason it 
did not provide the information in this format in its answer. 
S5W-34594 Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government whether frontline 
health care staff in each NHS board area who work in private practices will receive 
their COVID-19 vaccination at the same time as NHS health care workers. 
S5W-34595 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
the car dealing industry must follow under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34598 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider making the provision and use of hand sanitiser for customers entering 
supermarket mandatory during the current phase of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34599 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it will 
take to ensure full compliance with quarantine regulations by passengers and crew 
of any private or military aircraft arriving at Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 
S5W-34600 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what powers are 
available to the management of Glasgow Prestwick Airport to decline any proposed 
visit by private or military aircraft from the United States. 
S5W-34604 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what feedback it 
has received from (a) local authorities and (b) other relevant partners regarding the 
work available to supply teachers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34605 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
agreement reached with the Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers in April 
2020, whether further support will be made available for supply teachers.  
S5W-34610 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-33894 by Jeane Freeman, which received a holding response on 
22 December 2020, for what reason it has not yet provided a substantive answer to 
the question, and when it plans to do so. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34585
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34594
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34595
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34598
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34599
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34600
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34604
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34605
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34610
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

