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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 12 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 12 January can be found on pages 6 to 9 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 12 January) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 

Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on its plans for pre-departure 
testing of international travellers. 
 

S5W-34522  
 
Michael Matheson: From 04:00 on Friday 15 January 2020, passengers travelling 
to Scotland from outside the Common Travel Area must have a valid negative 
COVID-19 test result before boarding their vessel. This will be checked by operators, 
and passengers with a positive test result or an invalid certificate will be refused 
boarding. A valid test result must be from a PCR test, or another highly reliable test 
with at least 99% specificity and 97% sensitivity for detecting COVID-19; it must 
show the test was taken within three days of beginning the journey; and the result 
must be presented in English, French or Spanish. Children aged 10 and under are 
not required to take a test, and there are a very limited range of further exemptions 
that will be specified in regulations. 
 
Border Force will undertake spot checks of passengers arriving in Scotland as an 
additional measure to ensure compliance with this requirement, and will be able to 
apply a Fixed Penalty Notice of £480 if they identify travellers without a valid 
certificate. 
 
This new requirement, being implemented by administrations across the UK, 
provides an additional level of protection to guard against importation of the virus. 
This is important due to the emergence of variants of the virus across the world. Pre-
departure testing does not replace the requirement to quarantine on arrival – 
passengers must isolate for 10 days, unless they have travelled only in countries or 
territories on the exempt list; or they are able to claim one of the limited sectoral 
exemptions.  
 
Under the current restrictions in Level 3 and 4 across the country, it is illegal to travel 
to or from Scotland without a reasonable excuse. People should not be travelling 
unless it is genuinely essential they do so. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its response is to the recent report on forgivable loan support that was published by 
the Edinburgh Business School. 
 

S5W-34195  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The study highlights what may be an important gap in the 
employment support schemes offered by the UK Government. We will consider the 
report's findings carefully and, if appropriate, will raise these issues in our regular 
engagement with the UK Government. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it has provided to animal 
rescue shelters during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33997  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has not provided direct financial support 
to animal rescue shelters during the COVID-19 pandemic. Given the unprecedented 
demands on the Scottish Government's budget as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, there is, unfortunately, no scope to offer direct financial support at this 
time. 
 
However, a universal 1.6% rates relief has been made available to all non-domestic 
properties in Scotland. Non-domestic rates are administered by local authorities, and 
they will apply this relief automatically. 
 
Additionally, charitable rates relief provides an 80% mandatory rates discount, 
providing the property being occupied by a charitable organisation, or trustee of a 
charity, and be used wholly or mainly for charitable purpose; and the organisation is 
formally registered with OSCR (The Scottish Charity Regulator). A further 20% 
charitable rates relief is available, and is awarded on the discretion of the local 
authority.  
 
In addition to rates reliefs, non-domestic properties, including shelters, may have 
been eligible for the Small Business Grant Fund which provided £10,000 for the first 
eligible property, and 75% grants (£7,500) to each additional property, in receipt of 
the Small Business Bonus Scheme (SBBS), or eligible for the SBBS but in receipt of 
a small number of other reliefs such as charitable rates relief. This scheme closed on 
10 July. 
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Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has undertaken of the impact of COVID-19 on people 
with autism. 
 

S5W-34006  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government continues to be committed to improving 
the lives of autistic people in Scotland. We recognise autistic people have faced and 
responded to a wider range of challenges than the general population. That’s why 
we have been working closely with autism and learning disability organisations to 
address emerging COVID-19 issues. In response to this the Scottish Government 
and COSLA are developing a joint plan for recovery and transformation which will 
detail our priorities coming out of the pandemic. 
 
This draft has been put together in partnership with third sector stakeholders and 
takes into account research of the experiences of those with lived experience during 
COVID-19 restrictions undertaken by Inspiring Scotland. We are currently engaging 
with autistic people, people with learning disabilities, HSCPs and other stakeholders 
on what is important for them, building on previous strategy work.  
 
The plan when published will have at its core the voice of people with lived 
experience and the promotion and protection of the human rights of autistic people 
and those with learning disabilities. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support is being given to people with autism to help with the 
changes to their routine caused by COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34007  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government knows how difficult the Covid-19 
Pandemic has been on autistic people, their families and carers. That’s why we have 
provided over £300,000 worth of funding to national Autism Organisations for the 
delivery of vital front line support including online social groups, a national advice line 
for autistic people, their families and carers and a coaching and counselling service. 
   
Along with Autistic Led People’s Organisations and Autism Organisations we have 
provided around £250,000 worth of funding to provide a national post diagnostic 
support pilot for autistic people and their families, which will run till May 2021 and be 
independently evaluated to determine future delivery of a national service. 
 
Winter funding of around £90,000 has just been awarded to autism and learning 
disability charities to address isolation over the winter months. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what modelling it has carried on the roll-out of each of the COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-34055  
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Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 vaccine doses it estimates will be available by the end of each 
of the next five months. 
 

S5W-34056  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 vaccine drive-through centres it plans to have in each local 
authority area. 
 

S5W-34057  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 vaccinators it plans to recruit. 
 

S5W-34058  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish its COVID-19 vaccine roll-out plan. 
 

S5W-34059  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its (a) weekly and (b) daily target number is for the issuing of COVID-19 
vaccinations. 
 

S5W-34060  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government which of Scotland’s inhabited islands (a) 
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can and (b) cannot currently receive a delivery of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-34064  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what provisions it is making to administer the COVID-19 
vaccine to people in priority groups who are housebound. 
 

S5W-34074  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 12 January 2021 

S5W-34522 Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on its plans for pre-departure testing of international travellers. 

Written questions lodged on 12 January 2021 

S5W-34427 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will clarify 
how the term, "five miles from the boundary of your local area", in the new lockdown 
rules is legally defined, and whether a person is only allowed to travel to the 
boundary of their local area, or is allowed to travel five miles from the boundary of 
their local area into an adjacent area. 
S5W-34452 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what role military 
planners are playing in delivering the COVID-19 vaccination programme; how many 
armed forces' (a) personnel and (b) teams will be involved in (i) planning and (ii) 
administering the vaccinations; how many are currently in place, and how long it 
expects they will be involved with this. 
S5W-34456 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many armed 
forces reservists who serve in medical units are responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic by assisting in (a) ICU wards, (b) the vaccination programme and (c) other 
medical settings. 
S5W-34459 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what liaison it has 
had with (a) St John Scotland and (b) the British Red Cross regarding mobilising 
volunteers to take part in the COVID-19 vaccination programme, also broken down 
by how many volunteers are participating. 
S5W-34466 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what research it is 
aware of regarding the degree to which COVID-19 is spread by people who are 
asymptomatic, and how any such research has influenced its public health policies 
during the pandemic. 
S5W-34472 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what priority will be 
given to foster carers in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34475 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government how many carers have 
(a) applied for and (b) been awarded the £500 "thank you" bonus to date. 
S5W-34482 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what PPE guidance 
there is for health and care staff who wear garments for religious or cultural reasons, 
and whether disposable hijabs are made available. 
S5W-34483 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to reports that nurses are considering strike action due to low pay, understaffing and 
their treatment at work during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34484 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
concerns that bakeries in the hospitality and tourism supply chains have received no 
business support during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34485 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) wholesale 
bakeries and (b) food manufacturers have accessed support from the Scottish Food 
and Drink Wholesale Resilience Fund. 
S5W-34487 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government which business support 
funds are available for wholesale bakeries that are dependent on the hospitality and 
tourism supply chains. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34522
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34427
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34452
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34456
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34459
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34466
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34472
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34475
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34482
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34483
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34484
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34485
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34487
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S5W-34489 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action Police 
Scotland is taking under the most recent COVID-19 restrictions to ensure that only 
essential travel by car takes place.  
S5W-34503 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has a 
procedure in place to ensure that blind and partially sighted people are offered the 
COVID-19 vaccination at locations close to their homes or at their GP surgeries, as 
opposed to regional hubs, in order to avoid travel and the added complications that 
this involves and, if so, whether it will provide details of this procedure. 
S5W-34504 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will prioritise 
teachers and education staff in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine, and to what 
extent any additional risks for staff in the provision of education for younger aged 
children and children with additional support needs have been factored into its 
vaccination programme timetable, in light of these risks reportedly being comparable 
to those present in the provision of health and social care. 
S5W-34505 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS Scotland 
uses cycles higher than 35 for PCR (polymerase chain reaction) COVID-19 tests 
and, if so, how often this is done as a percentage of all tests. 
S5W-34506 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to start 
trials of the drug, Ivermectin, in light of its reported effectiveness at all stages of 
COVID-19 and research on the drug being supported by the World Health 
Organization through its Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator. 
S5W-34507 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will give retail 
workers priority access to the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
S5W-34508 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS agency 
staff will be offered COVID-19 vaccinations on the same basis as directly-employed 
staff. 
S5W-34509 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what advice it has 
issued to those (a) running and (b) attending schools during the current COVID-19 
lockdown, and whether it will offer any additional support in light of any 
lessons learned during this period. 
S5W-34510 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what measures are 
in place to ensure national consistency regarding how vulnerable children that are 
not presenting at school are contacted and reached out to. 
S5W-34511 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that the return to the hub model for schoolchildren takes account of 
the experience of the previous lockdown. 
S5W-34512 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what plans are being 
drafted with the SQA to adjust the timeline for awards based on teacher judgement 
of evidence of pupils’ attainment if the COVID-19 lockdown continues to March 2021,  
S5W-34513 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had 
with (a) the SQA and (b) teaching unions regarding the time available for teaching 
staff to accumulate sufficient evidence to estimate student grades for the 2021 
awards. 
S5W-34514 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government when the SQA will advise 
teachers of the timescale for recording and uploading Higher and Advanced Higher 
award estimates based on their judgement of evidence of students’ attainment.  
S5W-34515 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has held 
discussions with the SQA regarding providing more time for teachers to provide 
estimates of students’ attainment, in line with what was required in May 2020. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34489
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34503
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34504
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34505
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34506
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34507
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34508
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34509
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34510
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34511
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34512
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34513
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34514
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34515
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S5W-34517 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has held 
with the SQA regarding the publication date of the 2021 results and, to allow more 
time for teachers to assess and compile evidence and additional learning time for 
students, what its position is on pushing back the 6 August date. 
S5W-34523 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether specific 
advice will be issued regarding exemptions to travel restrictions to assist people 
moving out of student accommodation.  
S5W-34524 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish on a daily basis the number of people who have received their (a) first and 
(b) second dose of COVID-19 vaccine, broken down by age group. 
S5W-34525 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish on a daily basis its stock level of each COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34526 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish on a daily basis the number of (a) care home and (b) care at home residents 
who have received their (i) first and (ii) second dose of COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34527 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish on a daily basis the number of health and social care staff who have received 
their (a) first and (b) second dose of COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34528 Bruce Crawford: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
businesses in the Stirling Council area are exempt from paying non-domestic rates in 
2020-21 because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34529 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether children 
whose parents are both key workers, but where one parent works entirely at home, 
are able to access childcare at key worker hubs and, if not, for what reason. 
S5W-34532 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support 
and advice is available to businesses in Glasgow that do not meet the eligibility 
criteria for the Strategic Framework Business Fund but have been adversely affected 
by COVID-19 restrictions.  
S5W-34533 Bruce Crawford: To ask the Scottish Government how much has been 
spent under the Strategic Framework Business Support Fund. 
S5W-34534 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason automotive services were classified as "non-retail" and excluded from 
applying for business grants earlier in the response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
are now excluded from the strategic framework fund as they have been classified as 
"non-essential retail".  
S5W-34535 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what resources it has made 
available for parents and carers to deliver childcare and education for children whose 
nurseries have been closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and what new and 
additional support it plans. 
S5W-34536 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the risk to (a) nursery schools and (b) other early years settings of the 
decision to close them in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34537 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the evidence it received to inform the decision to close nursery schools in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34538 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether any of the new 
variants of COVID-19 disproportionately affect young children. 
S5W-34539 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the risk that the COVID-19 pandemic brings to (a) staff and (b) children at (i) 
nursery schools and (ii) other early years settings. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34517
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34523
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34524
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34525
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34526
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34527
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34528
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34529
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34532
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34533
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34534
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34535
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34536
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34537
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34538
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34539
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S5W-34540 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
"shared lives" social carers do not qualify for the £500 bonus that is being offered to 
health and social care workers in recognition of their response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-34546 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
will offer to (a) sandwich takeaways and (b) other similar hospitality businesses 
that are remaining open under the COVID-19 restrictions but are experiencing a 
significant loss in earnings. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34540
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34546
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

