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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 5 January 2021 
 
No written questions were lodged on 5 January. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 5 January) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it anticipates single-use pencils will be used at polling station at the 2021 Scottish 
Parliament election and, if they will be, what it anticipates will be done after polling 
day with all the pencils that have been used. 
 

S5W-34005  
 
Graeme Dey: Returning Officers are responsible for delivering elections - including 
the setting up of polling stations. In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic they will 
seek to ensure that voters can vote safely, taking into account public health advice. 
 
The Electoral Management Board for Scotland (EMB) provides support and 
guidance to Returning Officers on the running of elections, to give results in which 
voters can have confidence. Ahead of the Local Government by-elections in October 
and November 2020, the EMB produced guidance on administering polls under 
pandemic conditions. This guidance was developed with input from Public Health 
Scotland. 
 
To minimise potential for infection from surfaces, the guidance recommended that 
Returning Officers should make available a supply of pencils for use by voters, so 
that each has a fresh pencil, and should encourage voters to bring their own pencil 
or pen if they wish. During the by-elections, some Returning Officers gave pencils 
away to voters, while others collected single-use pencils for cleaning and re-use at a 
later occasion. 
 
The Electoral Commission has produced supplementary guidance for the 2021 
Scottish Parliament Election, which aligns with the guidance issued by the EMB. The 
Commission advises that Returning Officers keep a spare stock of single use or 
cleaned pencils available should voters decide not to bring their own pen or pencil. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will introduce a bereavement support bubble policy, which would enable 
grieving households of any size to come together and form a support bubble with 
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one other household, in the event of further local or national lockdowns and 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-32000  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of supporting 
people to grieve following the loss of a loved one.  
 
We have no plans to introduce a specific bereavement support bubble policy at this 
time. In Scotland, extended household arrangements (similar to the support bubble 
arrangements in England) were introduced to support those who were most likely to 
be affected by loneliness and isolation. However, as the risk of Covid -19 spread 
increases whenever households mix, it is important to balance the needs of the 
bereaved to grieve with the need to minimise the spread of the virus. This is 
particularly important given the increase in cases we have seen recently.  
 
In order to balance these risks as much as possible, our COVID-19: Framework for 
Decision Making makes special provision at all tier levels to allow for people to 
attend funerals and wakes and grieve together as an exception to the restrictions on 
social gatherings.  
 
A death of a loved one is often a highly emotional and incredibly difficult event. 
Unlike most other gatherings, those in attendance are likely to know or be close to 
many others in attendance. Because of this, it is much more likely that vital public 
health measures to help mitigate or break chains of transmission of COVID-19, such 
as observing strict 2 metre physical distancing between households, will be 
forgotten. This is completely understandable at a time of grief, when people need the 
support of their close family and friends more than ever. 
 
To suppress the spread of Covid-19 it is essential that, with limited exceptions, there 
is no travel to or from areas where higher numbers of people may be carrying the 
virus, whether in Scotland or elsewhere in the UK. 
 
But as with all the restrictions in place, we will keep the restrictions on extended 
households under review and will base any future changes on the most up to date 
scientific advice and evidence. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people have contracted COVID-19 while in hospital in each month since 
March 2020, also broken down by how many have subsequently died. 
 

S5W-33128 

Jeane Freeman: Information on cases of hospital onset of COVID-19 is published 
weekly by National Services Scotland, ARHAI (Antimicrobial Resistance Hospital 
Acquired Infection). Reports are published here:  
 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/ 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/
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The agreed nosocomial case definition for the UK is based on the number of days 
since admission to an NHS health board to the date of specimen sampling for a 
positive SARS-CoV-2 RT-PCR test. Time since admission to specimen sampling is 
categorised as probable hospital onset where the first positive specimen is on days 8 
to 14 of admission to NHS board and definite hospital onset where the first positive 
specimen date was 15 or more days after admission to NHS board. 
 

Table showing monthly cases of COVID-19, probable hospital onset and 
definite hospital onset 

 
probable hospital 

onset 
definite hospital 

onset 

March - week ending 29th  43  123 

April - week ending 26th  139  698 

May - week ending 31st  80  216 

June - week ending 28th  10  18 

July - week ending 26th  1  3 

August - week ending 30th  3  1 

September - week ending 
27th 

 4  15 

October - week ending 25th  154  253 

 
Information on Hospital onset COVID-19 mortality in Scotland was published by NSS 
ARHAI on 26th August 2020 and is available on the Public Health Scotland website 
here: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/hospital-onset-covid-19-cases-in-scotland/ 
 
The COVID-19 mortality in Scotland report covers all-cause mortality within 28 days 
of receiving a first positive laboratory test for COVID-19 and shows that between 7 
March and 30 June 2020, a third of patients with a probable or definite hospital onset 
died within 28 days (428 deaths from 1,323 patients). 
 
Due to disclosure control and patient confidentiality, details showing a monthly 
breakdown of the number of deaths cannot be provided. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the (a) First Minister and (b) Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport first knew that 
discharging COVID-19-positive patients to care homes had restarted. 
 

S5W-33473  
 
Jeane Freeman: Our priority throughout the pandemic has been to save lives and 
we have taken firm actions to protect care home staff and residents. Discharge 
decisions for individual patients are made by clinicians and multi-disciplinary teams 
based on the patient's needs and if someone is discharged to a care home it is 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/hospital-onset-covid-19-cases-in-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/hospital-onset-covid-19-cases-in-scotland/
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because that has been assessed as the best place to meet their needs. There has 
never been guidance or policy to actively move patients unwell with Covid-19 into 
care homes. 
 
Prior to the Sunday Post publishing their FOI, neither Scottish Ministers nor 
Government officials had information on the results of Covid-19 tests prior to 
discharge, or to where these patients were discharged. The Cabinet Secretary 
commissioned Public Health Scotland to enable us to more fully and consistently 
understand how many people were assessed as being discharged with a recent 
positive test result, and the rationales that were in place for such a discharge. This 
report was published on 28 October and is available here: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/search-
results/?keywords=Discharges+from+NHSScotland+hospitals+to+care+homes+28+
October+2020. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason NHS staff working with COVID-19-positive patients at the Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital in Glasgow are reportedly not being routinely tested. 
 

S5W-33529  
 
Jeane Freeman: Since July, healthcare staff in specialist oncology wards, long term 
care of the elderly wards and long stay old age psychiatry and learning disability 
wards have been offered weekly PCR tests. Testing of asymptomatic healthcare 
staff in an area where there is an outbreak of COVID-19, in a non COVID-19 ward, 
has also been in place since July. 
 
In line with the clinical review of our testing strategy, the Scottish Government 
announced in Parliament on 25 November the roll-out of routine twice weekly testing 
for all patient-facing Healthcare Workers, in hospitals, Covid-19 Assessment Centres 
and the Scottish Ambulance Service (SAS).  
 
Testing is only one measure of protection against COVID-19, alongside a strong 
emphasis on robust infection prevention and control measures, including the use of 
PPE, the extended use of face masks, physical distancing and good hygiene. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether people providing assistance to someone with sight loss or a disabled person 
in order for them to be able to (a) exercise outside, such as with walking or tandem 
cycling, and (b) participate in organised sport are exempt from the COVID-19 rules 
on social distancing. 
 

S5W-33721 

Mairi Gougeon: The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 provide that so far as 
reasonably practical, a person who is providing a service or carrying on a business 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/search-results/?keywords=Discharges+from+NHSScotland+hospitals+to+care+homes+28+October+2020
https://beta.isdscotland.org/search-results/?keywords=Discharges+from+NHSScotland+hospitals+to+care+homes+28+October+2020
https://beta.isdscotland.org/search-results/?keywords=Discharges+from+NHSScotland+hospitals+to+care+homes+28+October+2020
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must take measures to ensure the required distance is maintained by any persons 
on its premises.  
 
However, where a disabled person requires assistance in order to take part in sport 
or physical activity, it may not be reasonably practical to ensure physical distancing 
is maintained. In addition, there are exemptions to these provisions for carers and 
the person assisted by that carer, whether that care is provided on a paid or 
voluntary basis.  
 
Please see Scottish Government guidance for those who provide guide support: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for those providing guide support - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether its current epidemiological models 
attempt to capture numerically the impact of lockdown restrictions on increased 
mortality in the (a) short and (b) long term in order to draw comparisons with the 
number of lives that are considered to have been saved by the restrictions. 
 

S5W-33843 

Jeane Freeman: The aim of the Strategic Framework restrictions are to suppress 
the growth in total infections and deaths. Predicting the exact effects of the 
restrictions on deaths is difficult, though Scottish Government is closely monitoring 
changes in the epidemic on an ongoing basis. Data on infections are published on 
the Scottish Government website each week. 
 
The Scottish Government is monitoring evidence on the different harms and is using 
this information to inform decisions about COVID-19. We are presenting this 
information in the Covid-19 in Scotland dashboard: https://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-
covid-19/index.html. 
 
One way we can assess the impact of the restrictions is the excess deaths, which is 
included in the dashboard. The information, covering the pandemic, is published by 
National Records of Scotland (NRS) in their weekly 'Deaths involving coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in Scotland' reports. The report published on 2 December: 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-
48.pdfshowed that from week 12 to week 48 (mid-March to the end of November) 
there were 2,319 excess deaths in care homes (26% above average), 4,475 excess 
deaths at home or in non-institutional settings (42% above average) and after an 
early peak, hospital deaths are now 636 (3%) below average levels for the period 
covering weeks 12-48. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will consider expanding the annual flu 
vaccination programme to include the routine vaccination of teachers. 
 

S5W-33976  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-those-providing-guide-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-those-providing-guide-support/
https://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/index.html
https://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/index.html
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-48.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-48.pdf
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Mairi Gougeon: The Seasonal Flu Immunisation Programme helps to protect the 
most vulnerable and alleviate pressure on the NHS. This is more important than ever 
this year, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Those most at risk from the seasonal flu, who are already eligible to receive the 
vaccine are: 
• Those aged 65 and over, 
• Those who have an underlying health condition, 
• Pregnant women, 
• Health care workers, 
• Young and unpaid carers, 
• children aged 2-5 (not yet at school), and 
• primary school pupils. 
This year the Scottish Government expanded free eligibility for the seasonal flu 
vaccine to include: 
• social care workers who provide direct personal care; 
• household members of individuals who are shielding; and 
• all those aged 60-64 (who are not already eligible) and with the intention to 
further expand to 59-55. 
With the expansion some occupations, such as health and social care workers, are 
entitled to the free seasonal flu vaccine. This is because they come into contact with 
a higher proportion of people who are vulnerable to the seasonal flu. Given the 
COVID-19 pandemic, there is pressure on the global supply of seasonal flu vaccine 
and those at the greatest clinical risk must continue to be prioritised. Therefore 
teachers who are at higher risk from flu will already be eligible to receive their flu 
vaccination and will be contacted by their Health Board letting them know where they 
will receive the vaccine and how to book their appointment. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a breakdown of the sources 
from whom it has received advice on the potential risks of allowing fans to return to 
stadium football matches; when that advice was last received, and when it will next 
seek to update it. 
 

S5W-34010  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Our approach and principles remain those we set out in our 
Framework for Decision-Making, based on clinical evidence, expert advice, and a 
balanced assessment of the risks.  
 
Ministers, clinicians and officials regularly consider the latest advice and information 
and reflect this in the decisions we take in managing the return of spectators. Given 
that the situation with the virus remains fragile – with many cases and continuing 
pressure on the NHS – we are taking a cautious approach. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answers to questions S5W-32552 
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and S5W-33181 by Joe FitzPatrick on 10 and 25 November 2020 respectively, 
whether it will provide the information requested regarding when it last met 
representatives of the (a) Scottish Football Association, (b) Scottish Professional 
Football League, (c) Scottish Amateur Football Association, (d) Scottish Premiership 
club chairmen and (e) Scottish Football Supporters Association. 
 

S5W-34011  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government last met with the: 
 
Scottish Football Association on 16 December 2020 
Scottish Professional Football League on 10 December 2020 
Scottish Amateur Football Association on 4 December 2020 
Scottish Football Supporters Association on 25 November 2020 
 
We routinely meet with the Chairmen – and senior representatives like Chief 
Executives – of SPFL Premiership clubs, the last discussion was with the Chairman 
of Ross County on 18 November. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether evidence from the epidemiologist, 
Professor Gary Macfarlane, who backed Aberdeen FC’s request for 2,000 
supporters to be allowed into Pittodrie stadium, will be considered as part of fans 
returning to football stadia. 
 

S5W-34013  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Ministers, clinicians and officials regularly consider the latest advice 
and information and reflect this in the decisions we take in managing the return of 
spectators. 
 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether (a) prisoners and (b) people who are being detained in 
Scotland for any other reason will be included in the COVID-19 vaccine rollout in 
accordance with the priorities set for the population as a whole. 
 

S5W-34036  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We will prioritise to make sure those most at risk are protected 
quickly, in line with advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccinations and 
Immunisations, as vaccine supply allows. 
 
Over the coming weeks and months we will be sending out information explaining 
what the vaccine is, how we are prioritising who gets the vaccine and what to expect 
when vaccinated. 
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Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it has given to the use of (a) health passports to verify COVID-19 
vaccinations or recent negative tests and (b) mobilising mass COVID-19 testing to 
allow the safe return of spectators to football stadia. 
 

S5W-34039  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government is not currently considering ‘health 
passports’ to verify negative tests and vaccine, or mobilising mass testing to allow 
the safe return of spectators to football stadia. In addition to ethical considerations, 
there are practical issues with any such approach. 
 
Scotland's Strategic Framework published on 23 October 2020 permits limited 
numbers of spectators at stadia events in local authorities with protection level 1 or 
level 0 restrictions. Our priority remains supressing the virus and safeguarding lives 
– and that remains the best way to get supporters back into grounds and to allow 
other activities to resume. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of recent COVID-19 developments, whether it 
will reconsider its proposals to move trials from Dumfries Sheriff Court. 
 

S5W-34286  
 
Humza Yousaf: This question relates to operational matters that are the 
responsibility of the Scottish Court and Tribunals Service (SCTS) corporate body. 
The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of the SCTS who will reply in 
writing within 20 days 
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No written questions were lodged on 5 January. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

