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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 23 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 23 December can be found on pages 18 to 21. 
 
First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 23 
December are included at pages 16 and 17. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 23 December) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will publish its Heat in Buildings Strategy. 
 

S5W-34233  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government’s Heat in Buildings Strategy was due 
to be published earlier this year but was delayed as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic. It will now be published in January 2021. The draft strategy will follow on 
from the update to the Climate Change Plan, setting out in more detail our vision and 
the steps we will take to reduce emissions from heating our homes and buildings, 
and how we will remove poor energy efficiency as a driver of fuel poverty. 
 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, what progress is being 
made with the recruitment of apprentices. 
 

S5W-34207  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Covid-19 continues to present unprecedented challenges for 
business across Scotland with many employers delaying and pausing recruitment 
decisions. Unfortunately, this has and will continue to have, an impact on 
apprenticeship provision. 
 
Due to the continued uncertainty in the labour market and the extension of the Job 
Retention Scheme, to the end of April 2021, it is clear we will not now meet our 
target of 30,000 apprenticeship starts this year. Whilst disappointing, we have moved 
from a period which delivered historically low levels of unemployment and achieving 
our ambitious targets on youth unemployment, to a much more challenging labour 
market with young people already being more severely impacted by the pandemic.  
 
The latest Office for National Statistics (ONS) UK Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
monthly estimates, published 10 December 2020, show that in October 2020 GDP is 
now 23.4% higher than its April 2020 low. However, it still remains 7.9% below the 
levels seen in February 2020 before the full impacts of Covid-19. The Scottish 
Government has and will continue to do all we can to promote and maximise the 
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uptake of apprenticeships highlighting the benefit that they can bring to businesses, 
individuals and the economy. 
 
Apprenticeships remain at the heart of our skills system in Scotland and are integral 
to Scotland’s Young Person’s Guarantee. As we continue to support our young 
people and apprentices, we have introduced additional funding for interventions, 
such as Pathway Apprenticeships, increased support for Adopt an Apprentice and an 
additional £15 million funding for the Apprenticeship Employer Grant, to encourage 
employers to recruit and retain apprentices supporting the long-term future of work-
based learning and the economy.  
 
We will work closely with Skills Development Scotland to maximise the number of 
apprenticeships and related opportunities available. 
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 

S5W-34306 

John Swinney: Amending Regulations were made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 today. These Regulations implement the changes to non-essential retail that 
the First Minister announced on 22 December.  
 
The regulations prohibit homeware retailers, garden centres and plant nurseries from 
opening in Level 4. The Regulations prohibit home showroom premises, such as 
kitchen, bathroom, furniture or glazing showrooms. Some retail services are also 
prohibited in Level 4 areas, these services are tanning salons, or premises which 
operate a self-tanning machine or spray-tan booths and travel agencies. 
 
The Regulations also prohibit travel to the Republic of Ireland as a result of the 
national lockdown announced on 22 December 2020. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/471/made. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its response is to the comment in the recently-published Scottish House Condition 
Survey that (a) before taking account the impact of COVID-19, one in four 
households live in fuel poverty, (b) progress in tackling fuel poverty is too slow and 
(c) there has been an increase in fuel poverty in remote rural areas. 
 

S5W-33993  
 
Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government remains committed to ending fuel poverty 
entirely and fully implementing our ambitious Fuel Poverty Act. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/471/made
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The Scottish House Condition Survey results show that fuel poverty rates have 
remained similar overall, but increases to energy prices - specifically electricity and 
sold mineral fuel - have resulted in an increase in fuel poverty in remote rural areas. 
Indeed, these statistics have highlighted that the cost of electricity per unit, as a 
driver of fuel poverty, remains a significant issue in terms of tackling fuel poverty. We 
are determined to address fuel poverty in Scotland but we also need to see action by 
the UK Government on energy prices as energy markets remain reserved. 
 
Whilst COVID-19 did cause us to pause the development of our Fuel Poverty 
Strategy this work will resume as soon as possible to meet our commitment to 
publish in 2021. 
 
In the meantime, our efforts are focused on the immediate support needs of those in 
fuel poverty through both the £350 million Supporting Communities funding package 
and the availability of up to £7 million in new funding to support households who are 
struggling with their fuel bills; part of the £100 million Winter Support fund package 
announced by the First Minister on 30 November. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it is doing to support the manufacturing sector. 
 

S5W-34135  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I refer the member to the answer to the answer to S5W-33749 on 4 
December 2020 which highlights the publication of Making Scotland’s Future: A 
Recovery Plan For Manufacturing for consultation on 4th December 2020. 
 
The consultation on the Recovery Plan has been extended to 12 February 2021, due 
to early feedback from industry stakeholders. A final Plan, consolidating all feedback, 
will be published in March 2021. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the use of documented infection and vaccination status for COVID-19 via a 
health passport would allow spectators to safely attend Hampden for the 2021 UEFA 
Euro finals. 
 

S5W-34038  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I refer the member to the response provided for S5W-34041 on  
23 December 2020, which sets out planning considerations for UEFA EURO 2020 at 
Hampden in June and July 2021. Regarding health or immunity passports, there are 
not something that the Scottish Government is contemplating at this stage. In 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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addition to ethical considerations, there are practical issues with any such approach 
- we do not yet know the extent to which vaccination prevents transmission of Covid 
and we cannot be sure that, just because someone has been vaccinated, they 
cannot pass Covid on to somebody else. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what planning it has carried out to allow spectators to safely attend Hampden for the 
2021 UEFA Euro finals. 
 

S5W-34041  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government is working closely with our event partners, 
the Scottish FA, Glasgow City Council, Police Scotland and EventScotland, on 
preparation for the UEFA EURO 2020 matches at Hampden in June and July 2021. 
In response to the Covid situation we are considering a range of planning scenarios 
for the tournament, including spectator attendance at the stadium. It is currently too 
early to say what will be permitted in terms of spectator attendance, however, the 
Scottish Government is doing all we can to ensure fans can safely attend sporting 
events going forward, including EURO 2020. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32908 by 
Fiona Hyslop on 9 November 2020, whether it will provide an update on the COVID-
19 Restrictions Fund, including details of how many applications have been received 
for each of the funds, broken down by local authority area, and how many of these 
(a) have been approved, (b) have been declined and (c) are awaiting a decision. 
 

S5W-34063 

Fiona Hyslop: Details on the applications and payments made through the Covid-19 
Restrictions fund were published on the Scottish Government website on the 18 
December and can be found here.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which local authorities will have delivered the required spaces 
to ensure 1,140 hours of funded childcare by December 2020, and which it expects 
will have (a) done so by April 2021 and (b) not done so by August 2021. 
 

S5W-33941  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-business-support-funding-statistics-circuit-breaker-18-dec-2020/
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Maree Todd: Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic local authorities and ELC 
providers have continued to work extremely hard to progress the expansion and 
ensure as many families as possible can benefit from increased hours of funded ELC 
ahead of the statutory implementation date. 
 
Work has continued to secure the required workforce and to re-phase capital 
programmes as construction activity resumed after lockdown. 
 
I can advise that local authorities are continuing to offer expanded hours where they 
can, and to progress expansion plans ahead of setting a new statutory date. 14 
Local Authorities are already offering 1140 hours to all families; and 18 Local 
Authorities are offering at least 600 hours of funded ELC to all families, and 1140 to 
some or most families. 
 
Of the 18 Local Authorities still to deliver full roll out of 1140 the following indicative 
dates have been shared with the Scottish Government, however councils may 
deliver before these dates. The indicative dates below are subject to change due to 
future changes in public health measures and/or Covid-19. 
• Glasgow City Council is delivering an 1140 model but is unable to ensure 
universal provision due to current public health measures 
• Orkney and Perth and Kinross are working towards full role out in January 
2021 
• West Dunbartonshire are working towards full role out in April 2021 
• Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, East Ayrshire, East Lothian, East Dunbartonshire, 
City of Edinburgh, Falkirk, Fife, Highland, North Ayrshire, Moray, Renfrewshire, 
South Lanarkshire and West Lothian are working towards full roll out in August 2021. 
 
 
Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary 
for Education and Skills on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 46), from which 
budget stream the exceptional, one-off payment to teachers assessing and marking 
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses in 2021 will be sourced, and 
whether it will apply to (a) college lecturers and (b) staff at independent schools 
carrying out the same task. 
 

S5W-33932  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33603 by 
Roseanna Cunningham on 10 December 2020, when the enforcement sub-group of 
the Litter Managers Network was set up, and on what dates it has met. 
 

S5W-34082  
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Roseanna Cunningham: The enforcement sub-group of the Litter Managers 
Network was set up in 2018 and has met six times (August 2018, October 2018, 
January 2019, June 2019, September 2019 and December 2019). The meeting 
scheduled for March 2020 had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
Litter Managers Network has continued to meet quarterly, with the most recent 
meeting taking place in November 2020. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30890 by Clare Haughey on 17 
August 2020, whether the data regarding the number of people with learning 
disabilities who have died from COVID-19 has now been collated and, if so, whether 
it will publish this. 
 

S5W-33955  
 
Clare Haughey: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33545 on 07 
December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many cancer screening appointments have been cancelled in each 
month since February 2020, broken down by screening programme. 
 

S5W-33849 

Mairi Gougeon: As processes vary across the three cancer screening programmes, 
it is only possible to provide cancellation data for the breast screening programme. 
 
Cervical screening programme appointments are made and cancelled within sample 
taker locations, primarily in general practice. Details of these appointments are not 
recorded by the cervical screening programme, and the Scottish Government does 
not therefore hold the requested data. 
 
Appointment cancellations are not applicable to the bowel screening programme as 
test kits are sent to screening participants and returned by post and therefore no 
appointments are necessary. 
 
The following table shows breast screening appointments cancelled by screening 
participants, broken down by month from 1 March until 4 December. 
 

Participant Cancel by Month 

March 2,223 

April  0 

May 0 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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June 0 

July 0 

August 1570 

September 2147 

October 2454 

November 2315 

1st week of December 1441 

Total 12,150 

 
The following table shows office-cancelled breast screening appointments, broken 
down by month from 1 March until 4 December. It is important to note, however, that 
all of these office-cancelled appointments are reappointed as a matter of course and 
an invitation to screening sent to the participant. Where appointments are 
rescheduled in this way before a letter of invitation has been sent, the screening 
participant may be unaware their appointment has been cancelled and reappointed. 
 

Office Cancel By Month 

March 23,398 

April  0 

May 0 

June 0 

July 0 

August 3768 

September 4567 

October 5778 

November 3905 

1st week of December 2047 

Total 43,463 

 
As the breast screening programme was temporarily paused from 30 March until 3 
August (due to the impacts of Covid-19), there were no cancellations in April, May, 
June or July. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many press releases have been issued by or on behalf of the Minister for (a) Public 
Health, Sport and Wellbeing and (b) Minister for Older People and Equalities since 1 
March 2020. 
 

S5W-33890  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Since 1 March 2020, the Scottish Government has issued 17 news 
releases on behalf of the Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing and seven 
news releases on behalf of the Minister for Older People and Equalities.  
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any of the COVID-19 legislation in place has repealed section 28 of the Carers 
(Scotland) Act 2016. 
 

S5W-33893 

Mairi Gougeon: No. The duty on health boards under section 28 of the Carers 
(Scotland) Act 2016 to involve unpaid carers of those being discharged from hospital 
has remained in place throughout the pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government has worked with NHS Education for Scotland and the 
Scottish Social Services Council to update and promote the Equal Partners in Care 
e-learning resource which supports health and care professionals to identify and 
support unpaid carers. The resource covers the duty at section 28 and is open to all 
to use here: Equal Partners in Care | Turas | Learn (nhs.scot) 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19 
vaccination delivery plan that has been reviewed by Ministers. 
 

S5W-33807  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has published the Delivery Framework 
for the COVID-19 vaccination programme. Additionally, the Minister for Public Health 
has written to MSPs on 8 December to confirm planning arrangements for the 
vaccine. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with individual 
NHS boards regarding the creation of tactical groups to deliver the COVID-19 
vaccine programme at a local level. 
 

S5W-33808  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The existing core of trained and experienced vaccinators from the 
flu programme will transition to the Covid vaccination programme during this month 
and next. We are also actively recruiting from NHS Scotland’s accelerated 
recruitment portal, and drawing from the wider clinical workforce. Training started on 
4 December, and so far over 4,000 people have attended webinars led by our senior 
clinicians. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many doses each week it is planning to 
deliver in the initial weeks of the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33809  
 

https://learn.nes.nhs.scot/22660/person-centred-care-zone/carers/equal-partners-in-care
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Mairi Gougeon: We aim, subject to vaccine supply, to have vaccinated all those on 
the JCVI prioritisation list in spring 2021. However, this is dependent on how much 
vaccine is delivered, additional vaccines becoming available and getting MHRA 
approval for supply. We hope to address your other queries in a forthcoming 
communication from the Scottish Government to MSPs. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the new National Vaccination 
Management Tool will be ready for use. 
 

S5W-33810  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has established a new National 
Vaccination Management Tool, which went live on 8 October. The digital tool will 
assist us in monitoring data on the vaccination programme in Scotland. 
 
For Waves 2 and 3, we plan to establish Mass Vaccination Centres in key locations 
such as major cities and large towns with good communications networks. However, 
these will not open until we have delivery of sufficient quantities of the vaccine to 
support such large vaccination centres - this may not be until spring. We would like 
to reassure you, though, that Scottish NHS Boards already deliver nearly two million 
doses of vaccine routinely every year and we have a comprehensive delivery 
infrastructure in place. We hope to address your other queries on infrastructure in a 
forthcoming communication from the Scottish Government to MSPs. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many mobile COVID-19 vaccination 
units there are, and when they will be operational. 
 

S5W-33811  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33810 on  
23 December 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many fridges it currently has to store 
COVID-19 vaccines; when the first order of these fridges was received, and whether 
it has ordered any more. 
 

S5W-33812  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Pfizer vaccine must be stored at a temperature of around -
70°C. For this reason, stock will initially be held in 23 specialised freezers situated in 
NHS Board Vaccine Deployment Centres in every NHS Board. We hope to address 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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your other queries in a forthcoming communication from the Scottish Government to 
MSPs. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government where the fridges needed to store COVID-
19 vaccines are currently located, broken down by the number in each NHS board 
area. 
 

S5W-33813  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33812 on  
23 December 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will follow the Joint Committee on 
Vaccines and Immunisation (JCVI) recommendations for who gets priority for the 
COVID-19 vaccine, and whether it will publish a definitive list of the priority groups in 
Scotland. 
 

S5W-33815 

Mairi Gougeon: We will prioritise to make sure those most at risk are protected, in 
line with advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccinations and Immunisations 
(JCVI). They have recommended prioritising those with the greatest clinical need - 
this includes older residents in care homes, health and social care workers, and 
those aged over 80.  
 
The priority groups we can offer the vaccine to, and the number of people we can 
reach, depends on the supply of vaccines that become available. Initial supply, and 
constraints on vaccine transportation, mean we will initially focus our over-80s 
programme on care home residents and long-term hospital inpatients. Over 80s who 
are not long-term inpatients or care home residents will be the next group to be 
called forward as soon as vaccine supply permits. We hope to address your other 
queries in a forthcoming communication from the Scottish Government to MSPs. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish a national list of 
COVID-19 vaccination centres, and when each of these centres will be ready for 
use. 
 

S5W-33821  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33810 on  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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23 December 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government when care-dependent people who live at home will receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33954  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advice it is giving to cancer patients and other people with immunosuppressed 
conditions in relation to receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33939  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the unpaid family care givers of vulnerable individuals, including cancer 
patients, will receive the COVID-19 vaccine and, if so, when. 
 

S5W-33938  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason the First Minister referred to the imminence of 
Christmas as a factor only in relation to Edinburgh's COVID-19 restriction level 
during her statement on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 11). 
 

S5W-33937  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it made the decision to add the imminence of Christmas 
as a factor in determining COVID-19 restriction levels for local authorities; what 
modelling it did regarding the imminence of Christmas in each area, and whether it 
will publish this. 
 

S5W-33936  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the statement by the First Minister on 8 December 
2020 (Official Report, c. 11), , whether it will provide further details and the scientific 
advice for its reasons to keep Edinburgh subject to Level 3 restrictions, and what its 
response is to reports of confusion among residents in Edinburgh regarding 
restrictions not being reduced to Level 2, in light of the city reportedly meeting the 
published criteria for this. 
 

S5W-33935  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many hospital patients have been discharged to hospices (a) untested and (b) after 
testing positive for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33926  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement by the First 
Minister on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 11), whether it will publish the 
public health data that was used to inform the decision to place the Stirling Council 
area under Level 3 COVID-19 restrictions, and what its response is to reports that 
public health officials had advised that a move to Level 2 would have been more 
appropriate. 
 

S5W-33931  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement by the First Minister on 8 December 2020 
(Official Report, c. 11), what the political rationale was behind the decision to keep 
Edinburgh under Level 3 of the COVID-19 restrictions; what discussions were held 
with public health officials regarding the most appropriate Level for the area and 
whether any of the officials recommended moving the city into Level 2, and whether 
it will publish the full public health data on which the final decision was based. 
 

S5W-33923  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government by what date in January coach companies and tour operators will be 
able to claim from the "almost £6 million" fund that it announced on 9 December 
2020, and how long it anticipates it will take to process applications and distribute 
funding. 
 

S5W-34152  
 
Fergus Ewing: Tourism and hospitality businesses across Scotland are to benefit 
from a £104.3 million package of support in the New Year. This includes £5.8m for 
tour operators, including coach tourism operators. We are in the process of working 
with the Confederation of Passenger Transport and VisitScotland to develop the 
funding package for the coach tourism sector. More details will be announced 
shortly. 
 
 
John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will confirm the exact level of funding that will be made 
available to coach companies and tour operators from the "almost £6 million" fund 
that it announced on 9 December 2020. 
 

S5W-34153  
 
Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34152 on  
23 December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the maximum grant will be that coach companies and tour 
operators can claim from the "almost £6 million" fund that it announced on 9 
December 2020. 
 

S5W-34154  
 
Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34152 on  
23 December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, how much money it expects will be required to support the coach and 
bus sector throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and, further to its announcement on 
9 December 2020 of a support fund for operators, whether it will confirm how much 
has been allocated to this fund; how many operators it estimates will require access 
to it, and what modelling it used to determine this; when the fund will be open for 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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applications; what the application process will be, and by what date the first 
payments will be made. 
 

S5W-34165  
 
Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34152 on  
23 December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have used the interim social security advocacy 
service, and how many requests to use, or referrals to, the service have been made. 
 

S5W-33928  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: Nobody has used the interim social security advocacy 
service as of yet, and we have received no requests or referrals for the service.  
 
The Coronavirus pandemic impacted on the rollout of disability benefits which led to 
the termination of the original tendering process for the comprehensive service. The 
interim advocacy service was introduced to ensure that there was a provision 
available for existing benefits, even although we anticipated the level of demand for 
the service would be low. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many advocacy providers have fulfilled requests to use, or referrals 
to, the interim social security advocacy service, and who these providers were. 
 

S5W-33929  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: No providers have fulfilled requests to use, or referrals to, 
the interim advocacy social security service.  
 
The Coronavirus pandemic impacted on the rollout of disability benefits which led to 
the termination of the original tendering process for the comprehensive service. The 
interim advocacy service was introduced to ensure that there was a provision 
available for existing benefits, even although we anticipated the level of demand for 
the service would be low. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on work to develop a new 
benchmark standard for new public buildings to ensure that heating systems are 
renewable or zero carbon, and from which date this benchmark will be set. 
 

S5W-33885  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: We are committed to introducing a Net Zero Carbon Public 
Sector Buildings Standard in 2021, as set out in the recently published Climate 
Change Plan update. The Scottish Government has been working with a wide range 
of public sector bodies to develop the Standard, which will be progressively rolled out 
across the public sector from next year. 
 
Scottish Ministers have approved the Standard's overarching principles. These 
include that the building must have a zero direct emissions heating system. We are 
currently working with agencies and public sector bodies to develop a suite of 
detailed guidance documents that will support implementation of the Standard to 
new build and major refurbishment projects. In parallel, we are supporting pathfinder 
projects to provide case study lessons for practical deployment of the Standard. The 
guidance and pathfinder lessons will be available in 2021. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, under which schemes it provides interest-free loans to 
improve the energy efficiency of public sector buildings, and how many of these 
loans have been (a) approved and (b) rejected for projects in (i) schools and (ii) 
nurseries in the financial year (A) 2019-20 and (B) 2020-21. 
 

S5W-33888 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government provides financial support to the public 
sector for energy efficiency improvements through the Scottish Energy Efficiency 
Loan Scheme (SEELS), with over £50 million invested in over 770 projects since 
2008 on a revolving basis. These projects have resulted in financial savings of over 
£150 million and 500,000 tCO2e lifetime savings since 2008. 
 
Loans approved for schools and nurseries in financial years 2019-20 and 2020- 2021 
are detailed in the following table. No loan applications were rejected. 
 

Year No. of projects Value 

2019 - 2020 24 £899,658 

2020 - 2021 7 £455,696 
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First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 23 December 2020 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04679) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04680) 

3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04681) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04682) 

5. Gillian Martin: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government is doing to 
tackle loneliness and isolation over the festive period. (S5F-04690) 

6. Rachael Hamilton: To ask the First Minister what reassurances the Scottish 
Government can give to communities in the Borders regarding exemptions to travel 
restrictions between Scotland and the rest of the UK. (S5F-04694) 

7. Mark Griffin: To ask the First Minister how the Scottish Government's new clinical 
guidelines and definition will support people with long-COVID. (S5F-04692) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 23 December 2020 

Education and Skills 

3. Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
support schools in safely facilitating instrumental music tuition during the COVID-19 
pandemic. (S5O-04875) 

7. James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what action it will take to ensure 
that school pupils in areas of social deprivation will not be unfairly affected by the 
cancellation of exams. (S5O-04879) 

8. Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update 
on the COVID-19 testing measures in primary and secondary schools. (S5O-04880) 

Health and Sport 

1. Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what impact any reduction in 
residential drug rehabilitation treatments has had on recovery rates and the level of 
drug-related deaths. (S5O-04881) 

2. Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government when cancer services will be fully 
restored. (S5O-04882) 

3. Jamie Halcro Johnston: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support 
the NHS will require over the first quarter of 2021. (S5O-04883) 

5. David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government how important it considers 
grassroots-level sport is to the health and wellbeing of communities. (S5O-04885) 

7. Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government what progress it is making with the 
roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine across the country.  (S5O-04887) 

8. Tom Arthur: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure 
that care home residents who are unable to go outside can still meet friends and 
family. (S5O-04888) 
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Communities and Local Government 

2. Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to 
preserving community organisations and activities during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and beyond. (S5O-04890) 

4. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what progress it has made on 
giving financial recognition to people working in local government during the 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, as agreed at the recent COSLA Leaders 
meeting. (S5O-04892) 

Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 23 December 2020 

S5W-34306 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 

Written questions lodged on 23 December 2020 

S5W-34213 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many months it 
will require to vaccinate the general population against COVID-19, and what 
modelling it has carried out to inform this estimate. 
S5W-34214 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) NHS 
staff and (b) care home (i) residents and (ii) staff have received the first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine in each week this has been available, broken down by NHS 
board area. 
S5W-34215 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what level of vaccine 
wastage was recorded for the (a) flu and (b) HPV programmes in each of the last two 
years. 
S5W-34216 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what the anticipated 
level of wastage is for the (a) Pfizer vaccine and (b) overall COVID-19 vaccination 
programme.  
S5W-34217 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many doses of 
the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine have been allocated to each NHS board for (a) 
December 2020 and (b) January 2021.  
S5W-34234 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether any discharge of 
patients who have (a) been untested and (b) tested positive for COVID-19 into care 
homes is a breach of the human rights of care home (i) residents and (ii) staff. 
S5W-34235 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether any lack of 
involvement of care home residents in their care during the COVID-19 pandemic is a 
breach of their human rights. 
S5W-34236 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether any application 
of DNACPR (do not attempt cardiopulmonary resuscitation) notices on people’s care 
plans against their wishes or without their consent is a breach of their human rights. 
S5W-34237 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether any restriction 
imposed on care home residents (a) visiting others and (b) leaving their home is a 
breach of their human rights. 
S5W-34238 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether any lack of 
access to healthcare for care home residents during the COVID-19 pandemic is a 
breach of their human rights. 
S5W-34248 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what action it can take to 
promote the growth of trade union membership in the care home sector. 
S5W-34249 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will work with 
care home owners and trade unions to implement collective bargaining in the care 
home sector. 
S5W-34250 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will 
provide for care home staff affected by trauma during the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-34251 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will 
provide to help care home companies provide culturally-sensitive information to care 
home residents, their staff, carers and workers. 
S5W-34252 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
is giving to re-opening gyms in Level 4 areas, in light of Europe-wide figures from 
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safeACTIVE, which recorded 487 COVID-19-positive cases from 62 million visits and 
Public Health Scotland figures suggesting that exercising in gyms accounted for less 
than 4% of new cases in the week ending 13 December 2020. 
S5W-34254 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether driving 
to have an MOT carried out is classed as essential travel under the COVID-19 travel 
rules. 
S5W-34255 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
its plan to vaccinate people (a) overall and (b) in high-risk groups against COVID-
19 in the NHS Grampian region, and what the timescale will be. 
S5W-34266 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what advice it has 
received on the suitability of Type IIR masks as protection for health and care staff, 
in light of the transmissibility of the new variant of COVID-19.  
S5W-34267 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
has been made of the PPE requirements for health and care staff, in light of the 
transmissibility of the new variant of COVID-19.  
S5W-34268 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether the new 
variant of COVID-19 has been identified in any nosocomial infections in Scotland, 
and how many such infections have been identified.  
S5W-34281 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of National 
Records of Scotland data that reportedly shows that there have been 4,000 more 
deaths at home in 2020 than in "normal" years as a result of the pandemic, what 
plans it has to explore end of life experiences in community settings in this year.  
S5W-34284 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that 
people who might not be included in official unemployment figures, including recent 
graduates, receive support during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-34286 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of recent 
COVID-19 developments, whether it will reconsider its proposals to move trials from 
Dumfries Sheriff Court. 
S5W-34288 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how many people in each 
NHS board area have died since 1 December 2020 with COVID-19 recorded as the 
primary cause of death. 
S5W-34289 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how many daily (a) 
admissions to and (b) discharges from hospitals there have been in each NHS board 
area since 1 December 2020. 
S5W-34291 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how many people in each 
NHS board area have been treated in hospital solely for COVID-19 since 1 
December 2020, also broken down by how many received treatment in intensive 
care units. 
S5W-34302 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support is available to people who are required to self-isolate but who are not eligible 
for the Self-Isolation Support Grant or Scottish Welfare Fund grants. 
S5W-34303 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33545 by Clare Haughey on 7 December 2020, by what 
date it expects the data to be (a) finalised, (b) validated and (c) peer-reviewed. 
S5W-34304 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-33904 by Ben Macpherson on 22 December 2020, how many betting 
shops received support in response to the COVID-19 pandemic from the (a) small 
business grant and (b) 100% rates relief that was referred to. 
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S5W-34310 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what nutritional 
standards apply to the meals provided to students who are isolating, and how this is 
monitored. 
S5W-34311 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what definition of 
vulnerable children is used when calculating provision for (a) free school meals and 
(b) replacement meals when children are isolating or shielded, and how many (a) 
primary and (b) secondary school pupils are eligible for these services, broken down 
by local authority area. 
S5W-34312 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
vulnerable children took up the provision of (a) childcare, (b) nursery and (c) school 
places in the initial COVID-19 lockdown in March 2020.  
S5W-34313 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
expected uptake among (a) vulnerable children and (b) the children of key workers 
will be in each local authority area of the (i) childcare and (ii) school provisions it will 
be introducing following the imposition of the tighter COVID-19 restrictions on 26 
December 2020. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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