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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 11 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 11 December can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 11 December) 
 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has reviewed the length of time that contacts of 
people testing positive for COVID-19 and international travellers arriving from non-
exempt countries are required to self-isolate for. 
 

S5W-34015  
 
Jeane Freeman: We have been clear throughout this pandemic that interventions to 
reduce the transmission of COVID-19 must be proportionate to the public health 
benefits and take account of clinical advice. I am glad to confirm that, following 
agreement by the four nations CMO group and advice from the Chief Medical 
Officer, the period of isolation for close contacts of people who have tested positive 
for COVID-19, and for people arriving from countries not on the exemption list will 
reduce from 14 days to 10 days. 
 
This change will come into effect on Monday 14 December and is an important step 
in ensuring that, where the clinical advice supports it, we can minimise the impact of 
measures taken to ensure that we reduce transmission of the virus and save lives. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many tenants facing financial difficulty 
because of COVID-19 have received support through the Tenant Hardship Loan 
Fund. 
 

S5W-33736  
 
Kevin Stewart: This information is not yet available as the Tenant Hardship Loan 
Fund, as announced in August’s Programme for Government, opened for 
applications on Monday 7 December 2020. 
 
The Scottish Government have worked at pace with our loan administrators to 
develop the application and decision processes, along with the online application 
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portal. We expect statistics on a monthly basis, allowing for the holiday break we 
would expect the first full statistics to be available from mid-January. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of reports that it plans to support the Scottish Youth Parliament, YouthLink 
Scotland and Young Scot to deliver a “Lockdown Lowdown 2” survey on face 
coverings, and work with Public Health Scotland on a similar survey of children 
under seven, what the terms of reference are for this work, and how it will use the 
findings of these surveys to assess the impact of face coverings on young people. 
 

S5W-33544  
 
John Swinney: The details of this work are as follows: 
 
• Wave 2 of Lockdown Lowdown covered a wide range of questions about 
young people’s experiences during the pandemic. This included an open question 
where respondents were given the opportunity to raise any issues, such as face 
coverings, in relation to COVID-19 restrictions. In addition, focus groups covered a 
broad range of questions about young people’s experiences, including prompts 
about face coverings. 
 
• Wave 2 of the COVID-19 Early Years Resilience and Impact Survey covers a 
wide range of questions about the lives of children aged 2-7 and their parents/carers. 
It contains four questions about how children feel about wearing face coverings and 
about adults wearing them. 
 
These surveys, along with other work, will support our regular review of the existing 
and emerging evidence base regarding the impact of face coverings and other 
restrictions on children and young people. As evidence is collated and assessed 
over time, it will provide a useful basis on which to adjust or amend policy and 
guidance as appropriate. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, what steps it is taking to implement the terms of motion S5M-23385, 
which was agreed by the Parliament on 18 November 2020, including recruiting an 
additional 2,000 full-time teachers and making regular COVID-19 testing for 
asymptomatic staff and senior pupils widely available. 
 

S5W-33533  
 
John Swinney: Work is progressing across all terms of the agreed motion. In 
considering any requirements for additional school staff we must take into account 
what local authorities are telling us about what would best meet the needs of children 
and young people in their areas. The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport has 
also announced plans to undertake pathfinder testing work from January. This will 
evaluate the deliverability of asymptomatic testing in the school environment with the 
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objective of establishing a sustainable programme of asymptomatic testing amongst 
school staff. Consideration of these issues is ongoing, including through budget 
planning processes and I will provide a further update to Parliament in due course. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will expand the extended household policy to 
include parents with children under one who might require extra support from other 
family members. 
 

S5W-33580 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government is currently not proposing to change 
arrangements for extended households, due to the ongoing prevalence of the Covid-
19 virus. Currently, you can form an extended household, with one other household, 
if one of the adults lives alone, lives alone with children under 18 years old, or you 
are a couple who don't live together. In addition, all families, including those with 
children under one, who are in Covid-19 protection level 1, 2 or 3 are still able to 
access informal childcare if necessary, for example to allow parents to work, or 
attend medical appointments. Families should only use informal childcare in level 4 if 
it is essential. Further guidance on this is on the Parent Club website. 
 
We recognise that this remains a very challenging time for many families including 
those with very young children. Support continues to be available from a wide range 
or sources, including those listed in the new national Family Support Directory 
available on Parent Club that provides access to further sources of information and 
direct support on a broad range of issues such as support on childcare, mental 
health and wellbeing and family relationships. In recognising the particular needs of 
babies and young children, the guidance Coronavirus (COVID-19): organised 
activities for children was updated on 24 November and sets out the maximum 
number of adults who can attend indoor parent/baby or toddler groups (under 5s) 
and associated organised activities at any one time, to provide more flexibility in this 
age group. 
 
The health visiting service remains a particularly key source of support for families 
with young children; it remains available to support all families with preschool 
children by providing information, advice and help to access other services and 
supports. In keeping with the latest route map advice and in line with the Universal 
Health Visiting Pathway, where a home visit is not suitable, contacts over the phone 
or using video through services like Near Me or Attend Anywhere might be offered. 
The health visitor can be contacted directly by parents with any concerns about 
child’s development or wider wellbeing. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to reports of illegal scallop dredging in marine 
protected areas and other areas closed to such activity, and what information it has 
regarding whether any of the vessels being investigated have (a) been fitted with 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/your-guide-childcare
http://www.parentclub.scot/family-support-directory
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/pages/overview/
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remote electronic monitoring equipment and (b) received any public funding relating 
to COVID-19 relief. 
 

S5W-33763  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: Since March 2020, Marine Scotland Compliance has 
received a number of reports, involving 6 vessels, in relation to suspected illegal 
scallop dredging in MPAs or other closed areas. 
 
Marine Scotland Compliance fully investigates all reports of suspected illegal fishing, 
including suspected illegal scallop dredging, to the extent that the evidence allows 
and appropriate action is taken where necessary. 
 
Of the vessels involved, two have Remote Electronic Monitoring (REM) equipment 
fitted and the others do not. 
 
As a result of the impact of Covid-19, emergency hardship support of up to £21,370 
per vessel paid to the owner, or up to £42,740 to businesses operating more than 
one vessel was made available to over 12 metre vessels landing shellfish. A list of 
successful business awarded funding is available here: 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/competition/transparency/public. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the collection of a puppy or kitten is classed as 
travel for animal welfare and therefore exempt from COVID-19 travel regulations. 
 

S5W-33892  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: The collection of a puppy or kitten from a breeder is 
subject to the advice and rules on travel at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-
transport/.  
 
The guidance states that travel for essential animal welfare reasons is permitted. 
 
Collection of a puppy or kitten is therefore permitted if it is essential for the animal’s 
welfare that they be moved from the breeder’s premises. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to provide routine COVID-19 testing for NHS (a) 
dentists and (b) frontline dental practice staff. 
 

S5W-33253  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Cabinet Secretary for Health announced Scotland’s updated 
approach to testing for frontline healthcare workers in a patient facing role, the 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/competition/transparency/public
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
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Scottish Ambulance Service and Covid Assessment Centres on 25 November. The 
Scottish Government continues to consider how our testing approach might be 
developed as new evidence and techniques become available. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether unpaid carers who are not in receipt of Carer's 
Allowance for whatever reason will be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine in the first 
wave of delivery and, if so, how will they be identified. 
 

S5W-33551  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the COVID-19 vaccines available in Scotland will 
be safe for use by pregnant women and, if so, whether they will be prioritised in the 
earlier waves of the vaccines' delivery. 
 

S5W-33555  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether chiropractors will be classed as healthcare 
workers and included in the first wave of delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33558  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance will be issued to (a) home carers, (b) district nurses and 
(c) emergency workers required to enter private homes when the COVID-19 
restrictions are eased over the festive period. 
 

S5W-33574  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
prioritisation it will give to offering people with Down’s syndrome access to any 
COVID-19 vaccine, and what differences there will be in this prioritisation between 
children and adults with the condition. 
 

S5W-33563  
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Clare Haughey: People aged 16 years and over with Down’s syndrome are included 
in the priority list published by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI) on 2nd December. They will be offered vaccination at the same time as 
individuals over 70. If they are over 75 or resident in a care home for older people, 
vaccination will be offered earlier. Although the Pfizer vaccine is not authorised by 
the MHRA for use in children and young people under 16 years of age, vaccination 
may be considered for children aged 12 and over with serious neuro-disabilities 
(including cerebral palsy, severe autism and Down’s syndrome) who spend regular 
time in specialised residential care settings for children with complex needs (as 
unlicensed use) after consultation with the clinical team. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it is aware of reports that dentists are charging 
NHS patients for additional PPE, and, if so, what (a) its position is on the practice 
and (b) action it has taken in this regard. 
 

S5W-33683  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has worked with NHS Scotland 
procurement teams to ensure a robust and sustainable supply of PPE is available to 
dental practices free of charge, providing it is used on NHS patients. To date we 
have not identified any instance in which an NHS patient has been asked to meet 
additional PPE costs to proceed with NHS care. Patients that attend for a private 
procedure may be subject to an additional charge for PPE. 
 
A patient can contact their NHS Board who have responsibility for NHS dental 
services in their area for further information or advice. Contact details are available 
on NHS Inform or NHS Board websites. 
 
 
Angela Constance (Almond Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will provide an update on plans for amateur football to resume. 
 

S5W-33738  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Amateur football is able to be played in areas under Tiers 0-2 of the 
current restrictions.  
 
The Scottish Government works closely with the Scottish Amateur Football 
Association on a range of issues and has had regular dialogue over recent months 
about the impact of the pandemic on the amateur game. 
 
We will continue with this dialogue with the football authorities – including the SAFA 
– so amateur football can resume across Scotland when it is safe to do so. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much funding was available through the Hotel Recovery Programme, and how 
many grant applications were (a) received and (b) successful, broken down by local 
authority area. 
 

S5W-33572 

Fergus Ewing: The funding made available to support the Hotel Support 
Programme is £14m. Enterprise Agencies, VisitScotland and SDS are also drawing 
in their wider support products and services to assist companies on the Programme. 
The number of Expressions of Interest received by local authority area is set out in 
the following table: 
 

Local Authority Total No of EOIs 

Aberdeen City 14 

Aberdeenshire 11 

Dundee City 9 

Angus 4 

Perth & Kinross 15 

Edinburgh City 46 

East Lothian 5 

West Lothian 2 

Mid Lothian 3 

Glasgow City 21 

East Dunbartonshire 2 

East Renfrewshire 3 

Inverclyde 1 

North Lanarkshire 5 

Renfrewshire 8 

South Lanarkshire 11 

West Dunbartonshire 3 

East Ayrshire 5 

South Ayrshire 9 

North Ayrshire 7 

Stirling 11 

Falkirk 10 

Fife 13 

Argyll & Bute 16 

Highlands 37 

Moray  1 

Orkney 3 

Shetland 2 

Western Isles 2 

Scottish Borders 7 

Dumfries & Galloway 9 

Total 295 
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We are not yet in the position to confirm the number of hotels which have been 
successful as final discussions are on-going with a small number of applicants 
around the detail of their support package, and the Enterprise bodies await the return 
of a number of issued contracts of offer of support. 
 
Originally, the Hotel Support Programme was expected to support in the region of 60 
hotels. Despite the Programme being heavily oversubscribed following the 
submission of 295 Expressions of Interest, our expectation is that we will be able to 
exceed the original expected number of hotels supported. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 11 December 2020 

S5W-34018 Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government what the outcome is of 
its latest review into border health measures, and whether there will be any changes 
to the regulations. 

Written questions lodged on 11 December 2020 

S5W-34006 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
undertaken of the impact of COVID-19 on people with autism. 
S5W-34007 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
being given to people with autism to help with the changes to their routine caused by 
COVID-19. 
S5W-34009 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it can 
confirm that all community payback orders put on hold during the current pandemic 
will be fulfilled, and what targeted support will be provided to local authorities to allow 
them to clear any backlogs. 
S5W-34010 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of the sources from whom it has received advice on the 
potential risks of allowing fans to return to stadium football matches; when that 
advice was last received, and when it will next seek to update it. 
S5W-34011 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answers to questions S5W-32552 and S5W-33181 by Joe FitzPatrick on 10 and 25 
November 2020 respectively, whether it will provide the information requested 
regarding when it last met representatives of the (a) Scottish Football Association, 
(b) Scottish Professional Football League, (c) Scottish Amateur Football Association, 
(d) Scottish Premiership club chairmen and (e) Scottish Football Supporters 
Association. 
S5W-34012 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will review 
its decision that football clubs in local authority areas that are subject to Level 2 
restrictions and above are not permitted to allow fans into their grounds. 
S5W-34013 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether evidence 
from the epidemiologist, Professor Gary Macfarlane, who backed Aberdeen FC’s 
request for 2,000 supporters to be allowed into Pittodrie stadium, will be considered 
as part of fans returning to football stadia. 
S5W-34014 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether adult 
personal assistants who are employed by local authorities are eligible for the £500 
"thank you" bonus for health and social care workers.  
training across Scotland meets industry standards, in order to ensure that all people 
with epilepsy are safely and appropriately cared for. 
S5W-34023 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-26441 by Michael Matheson on 3 December 2019, when it expects 
to make a formal announcement on the continuation of the Air Discount Scheme 
post-December 2020. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34018
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34006
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34007
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34009
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34010
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34011
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34012
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34013
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34014
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34023
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

