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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 10 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 10 December can be found on pages 25 to 27. 
 
First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 10 
December are included at page 24. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 10 December) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 

S5W-33994 
 

John Swinney: Amending Regulations have today been made to the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020, these Regulations implement the changes to the level allocations 
that the First Minister announced on 8 December. 
 
The Regulations also allow in-home socialising to take place on Scottish islands in a 
Level 1 area, provided that the island is not connected to the mainland by a road 
bridge. The Regulations also adjust the travel restrictions with regard to the Republic 
of Ireland and Jersey as a result of the recent data in these locations. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/427/made. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that its emergency COVID-19 legislation 
does not enhance inequalities. 
 

S5W-33537 
 

Michael Russell: In developing the various measures set out in Scotland’s Route Map 
and Scotland's Strategic Framework, the Scottish Government has taken a 4 harms 
approach, which includes consideration of the impacts on Scottish society and on 
inequalities.  
 
A range of support is in place for people and communities at risk. This is supported by 
expert advice through the Social Renewal Advisory Board, the Expert Reference 
Group on COVID-19 and Ethnicity, and the First Minister's National Taskforce for 
Human Rights Leadership. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/427/made
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Equality Impact Assessments have been carried out for the various Coronavirus 
Regulations, including the Regulations implementing Scotland's Strategic Framework 
and can be found on www.legislation.gov.uk under the appropriate instrument.  
 
Equality Impact Assessments have also accompanied Scotland’s Route Map and can 
be found on the Scottish Government website. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason casinos are included on the list of businesses 
required to close in areas within Level 2 of COVID-19 restrictions, and whether it will 
provide the scientific advice that informed its decision. 
 

S5W-33679 
 

Jamie Hepburn: Within the Strategic Framework approach Casinos are treated as 
leisure and entertainment. This is because the settings and circumstances of 
engagement in leisure and entertainment activities are different to those for the 
broader hospitality sector. 
 
The overall package of measures within each level is designed to supress the virus as 
far as possible whilst minimising broader harms. The Scottish Government will keep 
the protective measures in all levels under review to ensure that they remain 
necessary and proportionate to address the ongoing public health emergency. 
 
The evidence of virus transmission risks in indoor settings has been included in the 
published regulatory impact assessment for casinos which is available 
herehttps://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/pdfs/ssifia_20200344_en_003.pdf 

 
 

Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide the scientific evidence regarding the 
transmission of COVID-19 on which it based its decision to require casinos in areas 
subject to Level 2 restrictions to close, while other hospitality venues are permitted to 
stay open. 
 

S5W-33751 
 

Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33679 on  
10 December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advice has been issued to local authorities regarding the working arrangements 
for pregnant teachers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/pdfs/ssifia_20200344_en_003.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


3 

S5W-33637 
 

John Swinney: Safety of staff in schools is paramount. Teachers are entitled to feel 
safe at work and we expect schools and local authorities to make sure appropriate 
arrangements are in place for them. 
 
Our latest guidance on reducing coronavirus (COVID-19) risks in schools, published 
on 30 October, says schools and local authorities should follow the Royal College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists advice to try to keep the risk of exposure as low as 
is practically possible to pregnant women, particularly in the third trimester. Normal 
pregnancy risk assessments should also be undertaken, and appropriate attention 
paid to mental health and wellbeing. 

 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the COVID-19 testing process for students will be run. 
 

S5W-33379 
 

Richard Lochhead: Universities began the asymptomatic testing of students on  
30 November. Testing is being offered on a voluntary basis to all university and college 
students who are changing households or returning home at the end of term and is 
being administered by individual institutions. Two tests will be necessary, 3 days apart, 
with PCR confirmation for positive results. 
 
We have published guidance and an FAQ document for students, which sets out more 
detail on the testing programme. We are committed to working with universities to offer 
testing on a similar basis to students on their staggered arrival for the start of next term 
and will provide further detail on the testing arrangements in due course.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether (a) NHS, (b) social care and (c) emergency workers 
who will be working over Christmas will be permitted to form an equivalent of the five-
day festive bubble following the holiday period. 
 

S5W-33700 
 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer the First Minister provided at First 
Minister’s Questions on 3 December 2020. The transcript is available on the 
Parliament's website, and can be found at 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12988&i=117414 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS staff who have had to self-
isolate due to COVID-19 were (a) symptomatic and (b) asymptomatic. 
 

S5W-33593 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-student-home-visits/pages/end-of-term-2020/
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/students-returning-home
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12988&i=117414
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Jeane Freeman: Information on how many NHS staff who have had to self-isolate 
due to COVID-19 were (a)symptomatic and (b)asymptomatic is not centrally held by 
ISD or NES. 
 
Information available on Covid absence is published daily and can be found on the 
following link: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/trends-in-number-of-people-in-hospital-with-
confirmed-or-suspected-covid-19/ 
See ‘Trends in daily COVID-19 data’ – Table 6. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what advice it has given to (a) procurator fiscals, (b) GPs, (c) 
local authority burial or cremation departments and (d) registrars on extending their 
opening hours and availability over the Christmas and New Year period to ensure that 
funeral directors can continue to arrange and conduct funerals during the pandemic 
without the bereaved facing delays. 
 

S5W-33663 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government continues to work closely with all sectors 
involved in care and management of the deceased to identify potential problems and 
to minimise disruption and delays which could affect the ongoing provision of funeral 
services over the Christmas and New Year weekends. 
 
The Lord Advocate is constitutionally responsible for the investigation of sudden, 
unexpected and unexplained deaths in Scotland. That is a function which he exercises 
independently of any other person, and one that is undertaken on his behalf by 
procurators fiscal employed within the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 
(COPFS). It is accordingly not for the Scottish Government to give advice to 
procurators fiscal. COPFS is satisfied that appropriate arrangements are in place for 
the forthcoming holiday period to ensure that deaths reported to the procurator fiscal 
during this time will be considered as expeditiously as possible in order to minimise 
the impact of reporting on nearest relatives and funeral arrangements that are to be 
made. 
 
The Scottish Government has not advised GPs to extend their opening hours and 
availability over the Christmas and New Year period. The normal festive contingencies 
will be in place with surgeries closed 25 and 28 December and 1 and 4 January. This 
is the normal period of closure. 
 
It is for burial and cremation authorities to decide when their facilities will be open over 
the festive period. The Scottish Government and the Inspector of Cremation are 
working with burial and cremation authorities, funeral director representatives and 
Regional Resilience Partnerships to ensure the sector has the information it requires 
to plan appropriately for the festive period. The Scottish Government will continue to 
work with the sector throughout the festive period to monitor the impact on availability 
of funerals, as has been the case since the beginning of the pandemic. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/trends-in-number-of-people-in-hospital-with-confirmed-or-suspected-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/trends-in-number-of-people-in-hospital-with-confirmed-or-suspected-covid-19/
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The opening hours and configuration of local registrar services remains the 
responsibility of local authorities. Opening times of registrar offices and availability to 
register a death remotely are being arranged locally for the festive period, while 
existing provision for out of hours registration continues to be in place in each local 
authority area. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of the maximum current threshold value of polymerase 
chain reaction tests for COVID-19 undergo a viral culture performance for diagnosis 
of viral infections. 
 

S5W-33165 
 

Jeane Freeman: Viral culture is not recommended diagnostic practice, as outlined in 
current advice on diagnostic testing for SARS CoV-2 by the WHO, as linked below. 
RT-PCR tests are used to identify and amplify specific sections of the viral genome 
“targets”. The document can be found here: - 
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/diagnostic-testing-for-sars-cov-2. 

 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish details of how many care home 
residents who have died from COVID-19-related conditions in each week since 23 
March 2020 had been moved from a hospital setting, and, if this information is not held 
centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering and 
publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33231 
 

Jeane Freeman: This information is not held centrally. The Scottish Government is 
working with Public Health Scotland, National Records of Scotland and the wider 
academic and science community to collect and analyse data to help inform our 
decision making throughout and beyond the pandemic. We will consider all options for 
data collection and analysis as we progress through the pandemic. 

 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish details of how many people who 
have died in their own home from COVID-19-related conditions in  each week since 
23 March 2020 had been moved from a (a) hospital and (b) care home setting, and, if 
this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will 
consider gathering and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33235 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to answer to question S5W-33231 on 10 
December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/diagnostic-testing-for-sars-cov-2
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the NHS Scotland Coronavirus Life Assurance Scheme is 
available to nursing and medical students who are completing clinical placements and, 
if not, whether it will reconsider its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-33255 
 

Jeane Freeman: The NHS Scotland and Social Care Coronavirus Life Assurance 
Scheme 2020 was introduced to ensure that no qualified person was discouraged or 
prevented from returning to service in NHS Scotland as a result of the pandemic, and 
ensure that all staff have peace of mind at this time. The scheme was subsequently 
extended to cover university students on health programmes who undertake clinical 
placements as part of their course – this includes nursing and medical students. 
 
The Scottish Government has recently confirmed the life assurance scheme is being 
extended to also cover college students studying HNC Care and Administrative 
Practice and HNC Healthcare Practice, while undertaking placements in health and 
social care settings. This will ensure that clinical placements can progress as planned. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the needs of (a) people who have received shielding letters, (b) 
people who have been advised to shield by clinicians, (c) people, including children, 
who were removed from the shielding list prior to shielding being suspended in July 
2020, (d) people who have made a personal decision to shield and (e) the families and 
carers of people who are shielding will be met in areas under levels 3 and 4 of the 
COVID-19 restrictions to ensure that they have priority access to online shopping 
slots, grocery deliveries and the collection of medication. 
 

S5W-33262 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Chief Medical Officer issued guidance to people on the shielding 
list who live in areas that went to level 4 on 20 November on going to work, school and 
childcare. 
 
The new framework sets out our strategic approach to suppress the virus. 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/. 
 
As the levels in a local area change, the protection advice for people on the shielding 
list in that area will change as well. People at highest risk should still follow the advice 
for the general public as a minimum, but these levels provide additional advice for 
areas like work, schools, shopping and contact with others.  
 
Support is available for those at an increased risk. Guidance on support and 
information is available on the Scottish Government website. Detailed guidance is 
available on Coronavirus: Guidance on support, information, food and other essentials 
and includes 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/
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• Help with food and shopping 

• Accessing essentials and support 

• Gift card schemes 

• Food boxes and prepared meals 

• Food delivery services 

• Other sources of support 
 
The advice, even at level 4, is that people can continue to shop for themselves, and 
we have provided checklists to ensure people can do so safely, In addition, six 
supermarkets (ASDA, Iceland, Morrisons, Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Waitrose) have agreed 
to extend priority access to everyone who was on the shielding list as of 20 November 
2020. Details of how to register for this service were issued to everyone on the 
shielding list in tier 4 on Friday 20 November. A further communication on how to 
register for the service was issued to everyone on the shielding list (in the week 
commencing 24 November 2020). This service does not guarantee a delivery slot, 
which will be dependent on availability, but provides access to view booking slots 
further in advance. 
 
We suggest people should ask family, friends or neighbours to get essential items like 
prescription medicines. They can also ask their pharmacy if they can deliver their 
medicines to your home. 
 
If people are unable to do either of these things or are unable to access the essentials 
they need, and have no support available to do so, they should contact the national 
helpline on 0800 111 4000. 
 
£15 million has been made available to local authorities entering level 4 restrictions, 
to enable them to support the needs of people in their communities who don’t have 
support networks and are struggling with the new restrictions or guidance at protection 
level 4. This may be used to provide support with access to food or medicine or other 
emerging needs. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the 
development of a communications campaign to promote the uptake of the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-33287 
 

Jeane Freeman: Over the coming weeks and months we will be sending out 
information explaining what the vaccine is, how we are prioritising who gets the 
vaccine and what to expect when you are vaccinated. Our plans are dependent on a 
supply of approved vaccines becoming available, and also on us getting the full 
information about vaccine characteristics. All of our communications for people who 
will be invited to get a vaccination will be carefully tailored to meet the varying needs 
of the different groups and encourage maximum uptake. 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/pages/help-with-food/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/pages/accessing-essentials-and-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/pages/gift-card-scheme/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/pages/food-delivery-schemes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/pages/food-delivery-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/pages/other-sources-of-support/
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many obstetrics and gynaecology staff were redeployed to other 
areas of care during the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic; whether this is 
happening in the second wave, and what steps it is taking to ensure that services 
continue as much as possible. 
 

S5W-33302 
 

Jeane Freeman: Scottish Ministers’ expectation remains that care for pregnant and 
postnatal women continues to be an essential service, and it is right that Health Boards 
should plan for these services to continue alongside other essential services during 
this unprecedented time. Their expectation is also that midwives, obstetricians and the 
wider maternity and neonatal workforce should not normally be redeployed out with 
these settings for the period of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Any decisions taken about the deployment of obstetrics and gynaecology staff within 
NHS Scotland services are the responsibility of relevant Health Boards. 

 
 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the restrictions on spectator numbers to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, how it is supporting sporting organisations this winter that rely on spectator 
income. 
 

S5W-33943 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government have been engaging with all sports which 
have been adversely impacted by the loss of spectator revenue with a view to 
understanding (i) the financial implications; and (ii) what support was required to 
secure their survival. 
 
Today we are announcing details of a £55 million emergency fund to support the sector 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. This will be made up of both resource funding and 
low interest loans. This comes on top of sportscotland’s £1.5 million COVID Recovery 
Support Fund, announced in August to support Scottish sport governing bodies. 
 
The funding will be comprised of a combination of grants and loans. This includes £30 
million for Scottish Football supporting all levels of the game as we know that the 
impact of COVID has been particularly felt in the lower leagues and non-
league/Community Club level. Scottish Rugby will benefit from £20 million, alongside 
funding for basketball, netball, motor sport, horse racing and ice hockey, including 
support for ice rinks who support our world class curling programmes as well as 
recreational and professional skating.  
 
Recognising the importance of supporting the sport sector, this support package is 
well in excess of the Barnett consequentials received from the £300 million rescue 
package announced last month by the UK Government, which comprised of £250m in 
loans and only £50m resource funding. 
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Sport Financial 
support 

Commentary 

Scottish Football £30.0m £20.0m loan funding for the 
Scottish Premiership 
 
£10.0m resource funding for all 
other levels outwith the 
Premiership – including tiers below 
the SPFL and women’s football. 

Scottish Rugby £20.0m £15.0m resource and £5.0m loan 
funding 

Basketball £0.3m Resource funding 

Netball £0.1m Resource funding 

Motorsport £0.4m Resource funding 

Ice Hockey and Ice 
rinks 

£2.2m 
 
 

Resource funding 
£0.2m for Ice Hockey 
£2.0m for Ice Rinks 

Horseracing £2.0m Resource funding 

TOTAL £55.0m  

 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional funding it has provided to (a) NHS boards and (b) 
integration joint boards to support the roll-out of virtual pulmonary rehabilitation since 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33314 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has confirmed additional funding of £1.1 
billion to support the health and social care sector in its response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This funding announcement provides support for the additional costs 
reported by Boards in responding to COVID-19, including additional staffing and 
equipment costs included in Local Mobilisation Plans. Detail on how this funding has 
been used to specifically support virtual pulmonary rehabilitation services, and to 
supplement existing baseline spend on respiratory services, would require to be 
requested from NHS Boards. 
 
Detail on funding for each NHS Board area is set out in response to question S5W-
32107 on 29 September 2020. Further funding will be made available in the coming 
months following our ongoing reviews of financial implications across the sector. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, 
the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to statement by the First Minister on 10 November 
2020 (Official Report, c.25), whether it will confirm the (a) brand name, (b) type, (c) 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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capacity and (d) cost of each fridge used to store Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine; where 
these will be located, and whether they will be portable. 
 

S5W-33321 
 

Jeane Freeman: Twenty three ultra-low temperature (ULT) freezers capable of the 
storage of medicines have been purchased, with at least one freezer in every territorial 
health board. Some boards will have more than one ULT freezer, for example three 
ULT freezers are being located in NHS Highland to account for the board’s geography 
and the current understood limitations on transporting the vaccine. 
 
The total cost of the ULT freezers that have been purchased is £125,000. The freezers 
are not portable. The vaccines are packed in multi-dose vials which minimises the 
amount of storage space required. There is estimated to be sufficient capacity in the 
NHS Scotland estate to hold around 1 million doses of vaccine at any point in time. 
The capacity of the individual ULT freezers ranges from 101 litres to 729 litres. Due to 
their size and requirements these ULT freezers are not portable. 
 
There is significant existing -8°C to +2°C refrigeration storage capacity within the NHS 
estate - both dedicated cold-stores in most hospital locations and stand-alone 
refrigeration in secondary and primary care locations. Fridges can be moved, for 
example to temporary walk-in and drive-through locations, as required. To support the 
seasonal flu programme and in preparation for the Covid-19 vaccine, 192 additional 
fridges, at a total cost of £210,000, have been sourced since August 2020. 
 
If stability data supports the movement of the Pfizer vaccine to alternative locations at 
-8°C to +2°C, this will be managed using vaccine porters. These are specialist cool 
boxes that are validated to maintain temperature within a fixed range for a defined 
period of time. These are reusable and are used annually to support the seasonal flu 
campaign. Additional stock of vaccine porters and associated cool packs have been 
purchased to increase capacity to support the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. The 
total cost of recent purchases of vaccine porters is approximately £186,000. 
 

 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects to begin the roll-out of COVID-19 testing for care home staff across all NHS 
board areas. 
 

S5W-33352 
 

Jeane Freeman:  Routine weekly testing has been offered to all care home staff 
across all NHS health board areas since the 25th of May. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding how many times local health protection 
teams implemented measures on whole household self-isolation that differs from 
the national guidance. 
 

S5W-33372 
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Jeane Freeman: Jeane Freeman: The decision on whether to impose whole-
household isolation is taken by local Health Protection Teams if, in the handling of 
specific outbreaks, it is deemed proportionate in tackling the spread of the virus. This 
decision making process follows an individual risk assessment undertaken for each 
case at a local level by Test and Protect. The Scottish Government does not hold 
information on how many times risk assessments have come to this conclusion. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with local health protection teams in 
Lanarkshire on their guidance on self-isolation for entire households and its impact, 
and whether the teams plan to change this during the Level 4 restrictions. 
 

S5W-33373 
 

Jeane Freeman: Prior to the introduction of additional measures to request whole 
household isolation of close contacts, NHS Lanarkshire was involved in discussions 
on these proposed measures with Scottish Government, NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde and Public Health Scotland. At these meetings it was agreed that those residing 
in the same household as close contacts of confirmed cases of COVID-19 would have 
to self-isolate for the same period as close contacts. This measure was withdrawn on 
29 September after review. 
 
Since these measures were withdrawn, NHS Lanarkshire’s Test and Protect service 
has operated on the same basis as all other Test and Protect teams in Scotland. At 
this time, NHS Lanarkshire has no plans to change this approach. 

 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on routine COVID-19 testing 
for NHS staff. 
 

S5W-33385 
 

Jeane Freeman: As I outlined to Parliament on 25th November, and in line with clinical 
and public health priorities identified through the review of our testing strategy, twice 
weekly testing will be offered to all patient-facing NHS staff in our hospitals, Scottish 
Ambulance Service, Covid Assessment Centres in the community and to healthcare 
professionals who visit care homes. Details of the testing strategy review can be found 
here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-
strategy-october-2020/. 
 
The scale of this challenge should not be underestimated, NHS Scotland employs 
more than 170,000 people and although not all are in patient facing roles, a 
considerable number are. We know that front-line NHS staff are at highest risk of being 
exposed to COVID-19 and as community transmission rises so, too does the risk of 
hospital outbreaks. A phased roll out will therefore start at the beginning of December, 
to be completed by the end of December. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
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Testing is only one measure of protection against COVID-19, alongside a strong 
emphasis on robust infection prevention and control measures, including the use of 
PPE, the extended use of face masks, physical distancing and good hygiene. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason there can be a variance between NHS 
boards on the visiting or attendance rights of the partners of women in labour when 
these areas are under the same COVID-19 restrictions level. 
 

S5W-33400 
 

Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government recently published updated Maternity and 
Neonatal Hospital visiting guidance that is in line with the move to COVID-19 local 
protection levels as detailed in Coronavirus (COVID-19):Scotland's Strategic 
Framework. 
 
This guidance is intended to support maternity units in developing local guidance for 
visiting in maternity settings. A birth partner supporting a women during hospital visits, 
including induction, labour and birth is categorised as an essential visitor and is 
permitted at all of the five COVID restriction levels. 
 
Some additional measures may be implemented by Boards, for example restrictions 
in waiting areas or time restrictions on postnatal visits, but only where required to 
support physical distancing. 

 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it expects LumiraDx Platform instruments that can carry out 12-
minute tests for COVID-19 to be made available for island NHS boards. 
 

S5W-33407 
 

Jeane Freeman: NHS Scotland Virology experts recommend that the LumiraDX 
SARS-CoV2 Antigen Test is used for symptomatic individuals showing clinical signs 
or symptoms compatible with COVID-19 on admission to hospital. 
 
This will help ensure symptomatic patients are tested quickly and results returned 
rapidly, preventing unintended consequences relating to patient flow and reduce the 
risk of backlogs in our emergency departments. 
 
Adoption of the LumiraDx Test for testing symptomatic patients on admission will 
remain a decision of the local Health Board in the context of their infrastructure, local 
systems, processes, pathways and workflows. 
 
Plans for the expansion of testing – including patient testing on admission to hospital 
– were set out in Parliament on 25th November 2020 
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Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the aim of testing 15,000 participants per fortnightly period through 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey was set; on what date this was 
initially due to be achieved by; whether this has been met, and, if not, for what reasons, 
and how many have been tested in each fortnightly period since the survey began. 
 

S5W-33470 
 

Jeane Freeman: Recruitment into the survey commenced in September, with letters 
inviting households to participate in the survey reaching the first households on Friday 
18th September. Field work started on Monday 21 September, with survey teams 
starting to visit participant households from that date. The initial target for individuals 
swabbed per fortnight in Scotland was 15,000 with the aim that this target be reached 
as quickly as possible, and maintained within ±10% of this figure. The timeframes for 
achieving this were based on registration data from the survey in England. In practice, 
these initial predictions on uptake in Scotland were underestimated and participant 
registration levels were significantly higher than those observed in England. Therefore, 
in order to not overshoot the target, recruitment was slowed down. As a result, the 
target date for reaching 15,000 individuals tested per fortnight was moved from the 
beginning of November to the middle of November.  
 
ONS have advised that recently there have been issues maintaining the number of 
Study Workers needed to maintain the target, therefore the target has now been 
moved to the 14 December. At all times, best efforts have been made to achieve this 
target, but there are many variables at play and it is difficult to predict what will actually 
happen. Another factor which must be considered, but we cannot predict, is the 
introduction of lockdowns and how this may affect the behaviour of respondents. 
 
The following table provides the number of unique individuals tested in each fortnightly 
period, with the target being 15,000. Please be aware that number of unique 
individuals will contain the same individuals across different time periods and for this 
reason, it is not appropriate to sum up counts from multiple periods, as this will lead to 
double counting. 
 

Fortnightly period 
Number of unique individuals tested 

in each fortnight period 

21 September to 4 October 1,605  

28 September to 11 October 3,344  

5 to 18 October 4,982  

12 to 25 October 5,762  

19 October to 1 November 5,807  

26 October to 8 November 5,821  

2 to 15 November 6,975  

9 to 22 November 8,410  

 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
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Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the sample size has been for the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS 
Infection Survey in each week since it began, and how this compares with other parts 
of the UK. 
 

S5W-33471 
 

Jeane Freeman: Figures published on 26 November show that the total number of 
eligible individuals in households that have registered for the study for each country in 
the UK up to 21 November, which ONS recommend can be used as the study sample 
size. It is important to note that each country joined the study at different times, and 
as Scotland was the last country to join the study, the Scottish sample size has had 
the least time to expand. 
 

Current Sign-up 
status 

UK England Wales Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland 

Households 
registered 

207,735 183,511 7,679 3,766 12,779 

Eligible individuals in 
registered households 
(total) 

437,446 389,119 15,622 7,890 24,815 

 
The sample size (number of individual participants) used for analysis for each week of 
the study is not available, as analysis is predominantly based on two week periods. 
The most recent 14-day estimates for Scotland are included in the below table, along 
with the 14-day estimates for the other UK countries in order to provide a comparison. 
Please be aware that sample size figures will contain the same individuals across 
different time periods and for this reason, it is not appropriate to sum up counts from 
multiple periods, as this will lead to double counting. A small proportion of samples are 
excluded from analysis due to missing characteristics data. 
 

14-day period Sample Size (individual participants) 

Scotland England Wales Northern 
Ireland 

27 September to 10 October 
2020 

2,999 162,448 3,506 2,836 

11 October to 24 October 
2020 

5,672 182,184 4,810 3,073 

25 October to 07 November 
2020 

5,656 158,308 4,459 3,197 

08 November to 21 
November 2020 

8,192 169,333 5,068 3,604 

 
Figures can be found on the ONS website: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditi
onsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/26november2020/r
elateddata 

 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/26november2020/relateddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/26november2020/relateddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/26november2020/relateddata
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Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what level of asymptomatic testing for surveillance has been achieved 
through the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey in Scotland in each week 
since it began. 
 

S5W-33472 
 

Jeane Freeman: This is a matter for the Office for National Statistics who is 
conducting the survey on behalf of the Scottish Government. The information 
requested is not held centrally. 

 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what date the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey began 
in Scotland; how this compares with other parts of the UK, and, if there were different 
commencement dates, what the reason was for this. 
 

S5W-33462 
 

Jeane Freeman: The COVID-19 Infection Survey began as a pilot survey in England 
with fieldwork commencing on 26 April, initially inviting 20,276 English households to 
participate. The first results for England were published on 14 May. Fieldwork began 
in Wales on 29 June and the first results for Wales were published on 7 August. 
Fieldwork in Northern Ireland commenced on 26th July, and the first results including 
Northern Ireland were published on 25 September.  
 
The Scottish Government announced on 17 August that, as part of its Testing 
Strategy, Scotland would be opting into the now UK-wide COVID Infection Survey with 
the aim of testing 15,000 individuals per two week period. Fieldwork commenced in 
Scotland on 21 September and has been ongoing since then. The first results for 
Scotland were published on 23 October on the Scottish Government website and on 
the ONS website alongside results for England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
 
The Department of Health and Social Care announced on 19th August that the Office 
for National Statistics COVID-19 Infection Survey would be expanded to 400,000 
people in England.  
 
Decisions behind the timing of Scotland opting into the survey were affected by 
whether or not the survey would be expanded in England, increasing the scale and 
analytical potential of the survey in each of the four nations of the UK.  

 
 

Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role it has in the oversight and operation of the fieldwork for the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey being conducted by the ONS and the 
University of Oxford on its behalf. 
 

S5W-33463 
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Jeane Freeman: The survey is being conducted by the Office for National Statistics 
in collaboration with the University of Oxford on behalf of the UK and Scottish 
Government. Scottish Government officials play a key part in supporting the survey by 
providing oversight and operational support. Officials sit on the steering group, support 
day to day operations, provide analytical oversight and sign off on decisions affecting 
Scotland. 
 

 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it makes a contribution to the costs of the Coronavirus (COVID-
19): ONS Infection Survey, and, if so, how much, and what the total cost of the survey 
is. 
 

S5W-33464 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Department of Health and Social Care fund the survey in 
England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland. In-kind support is provided by the 
Scottish Government.  
 
The cost of the survey is a matter for the Department of Health and Social Care. The 
information requested is not held centrally. 

 
 

Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to it stating that response rates for the Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
ONS Infection Survey were "higher than initially expected", whether it will provide 
details of what this involved, and what implications this had for the operation of the 
survey. 
 

S5W-33465 
 

Jeane Freeman: Recruitment into the survey commenced in September, with letters 
inviting households to participate in the survey reaching the first Scottish households 
on 18 September. Field work started on 21 September, with survey teams starting to 
visit participant households from that date. The initial target for individuals swabbed 
per fortnight in Scotland was 15,000 with the aim of reaching this target as quickly as 
possible, and maintained within ±10% of this target. The timeframes for achieving this 
were based on registration data from the survey in England. In practice, these initial 
predictions on uptake in Scotland were underestimated and participant registration 
levels were significantly higher than those observed in England. Therefore, in order to 
not overshoot the target, recruitment was slowed down. 
 
The increased number of participants recruited earlier in the study allowed more 
samples to be processed by an earlier date than expected, thus increasing the amount 
of data available and allowing analysis to be carried out sooner than anticipated for 
Scotland. It was originally planned that the first results for Scotland would be published 
on 6 November, however this was brought forward by two weeks to 23 October. 
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Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many households were invited to participate in the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey; how many of these households agreed to 
participate (a) on a one-off basis, (b) for a month or (c) regularly, and how many 
households that agreed to participate have not been involved in the survey in each 
week since it began. 
 

S5W-33466 
 

Jeane Freeman: Figures published on 26 November include response rates showing 
that, between 21 September and 21 November, 93,522 households have been invited 
to take part in the COVID-19 Infection Survey. Of the households that have been 
invited to take part, 12,779 households have registered (agreed to participate), 
reflecting a household acceptance rate of 14%. Within the 12,779 households that 
have registered, there are 24,815 individuals who are eligible to participate in the 
study. From the registered households, 10,516 individuals from 5,802 households 
have provided at least one swab, and 10,001 individuals have agreed to continue to 
participate in the survey. This indicates that 14,299 individuals from households that 
registered have not yet been involved in the survey and 515 individuals, from an 
unknown number of households, participated on a one-off basis only. 
 
Often households that are invited to participate, register their participation and provide 
their first swab in separate weeks therefore figures for number of households that have 
agreed to participate and have not been involved in the survey split by week are not 
available in a meaningful format.  
 
Acceptance rates cannot be regarded as final, as those who are invited are not given 
a time limit in which to respond. The total number of households invited will contain 
households to which the invitation was not successfully delivered, and therefore could 
not respond. Figures can be found on the ONS website: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditio
nsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/26november2020/rel
ateddata 
 

 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government which private companies are involved in the operation of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey in Scotland; who they were contracted by, and 
whether it will place any details it holds on these contracts and their value in SPICe. 
 

S5W-33468 
 

Jeane Freeman: The survey is being conducted by the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) in collaboration with the University of Oxford on behalf of the UK and Scottish 
Government. Private organisations provide some of the services associated with this 
study.  
 
IQVIA is responsible for carrying out the nose and throat swabs, and taking the blood 
samples. Serco and IQVIA are jointly responsible for arranging appointments for 
participants and study workers. HH Global, Gov Notify and GovDelivery are the service 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/26november2020/relateddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/26november2020/relateddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/26november2020/relateddata
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providers that help study workers get in touch with participants and Sodexo is the 
service provider responsible for the vouchers sent as a thank you for study 
participation.  
 
The Scottish Government does not hold information on these contracts as the ONS is 
carrying out this survey, therefore there are currently no plans to include this 
information in SPICe. If more information is required, this is a matter for the Office for 
National Statistics as the information requested is not held centrally. 

 
 

Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) scheduled, (b) completed and (c) missed visits to 
participant households there have been in each week since the Coronavirus (COVID-
19): ONS Infection Survey began in Scotland, and how this compares with other parts 
of the UK. 
 

S5W-33469 
 

Jeane Freeman: Management information provided below shows data on the number 
of scheduled, completed and missed visits to participant households there have been 
in each week since the survey began, from 21 September to 27 November. Data relate 
to non-unique household visits.  
 

Visit Week Households 
Scheduled 

Households 
Completed 

Incomplete 
Household Visits 

21 to 27 September 508 264 244 

28 September to 04 
October 

1,374 840 534 

05 to 11 October 2,543 1,706 837 

12 to 18 October 3,650 2,536 1,114 

19 to 25 October 4,811 2,546 2,265 

26 October to 01 
November 

3,882 2,217 1,665 

02 to 08 November 5,056 2,522 2,534 

09 to 15 November 5,040 2,952 2,088 

16 to 22 November 5,456 3,532 1,924 

23 to 27 November 
(partial week) 

4,436 2,633 1,803 

 
The ‘Incomplete Household Visits’ statistic is calculated by subtracting the number of 
completed household visits from the number of scheduled household visits. A 
household visit that is incomplete in one week will likely be completed in a subsequent 
week.  
 
The Scottish Government does not have this information for other parts of the UK, this 
is a matter for the Office for National Statistics who is conducting the survey on behalf 
of the Scottish Government. 
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Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what clinical evidence it has received regarding the degree of protection 
provided by COVID-19 antibodies and, in light of this, whether it plans to roll out a 
national antibody testing programme ahead of a vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33491 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is not currently planning to introduce a 
mass antibody testing programme prior to the rollout of the COVID Vaccination 
Programme. We continue to monitor emerging evidence with respect the protective 
effect of Covid-19 antibodies, and the role of antibody testing in the context of 
vaccination deployment is being kept under review.  
 
The Scottish Scientific Advisory Board on Testing, chaired by Professor David 
Crossman, continues to lead on reviewing Scottish, UK and International evidence 
around antibody response in order to inform policy development. National surveillance 
and research studies, led by Public Health Scotland, will contribute to knowledge on 
antibody response and prevalence. The Joint Committee on Vaccinations and 
Immunisations will provide expert clinical advice to Ministers to help inform decision 
making on how any vaccine supply is used in Scotland. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it has identified a COVID-19 testing system for 
visitors to care homes and, if so, whether it is currently being tested at any care homes 
in Scotland. 
 

S5W-33440 
 

Jeane Freeman: As outlined to Parliament on 25 November, lateral flow devices will 
be used to offer testing to designated care home visitors on the day of their visit. This 
will be rolled out to up to 12 early adopter care homes across four Local Authorities by 
7 December, and to all care homes from 14 December. Training and support will be 
provided and where a care home cannot initially use Lateral Flow devices, PCR Tests 
will be provided to support visiting. 
 
Testing is only one measure of protection against COVID-19, alongside a strong 
emphasis on robust infection prevention and control measures, including the use of 
PPE, the extended use of face masks, physical distancing and good hygiene. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when COVID-19 testing of visitors to care homes will be 
available in Scotland, in light of the UK Government currently trialling this in England 
with the aim to have it functioning by Christmas. 
 

S5W-33441 
 

Jeane Freeman: As outlined to Parliament on 25 November, lateral flow devices will 
be used to offer testing to designated care home visitors on the day of their visit. This 
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will be rolled out to up to 12 early adopter care homes across four Local Authorities by 
7 December with full roll-out across all care homes completed as soon as possible 
thereafter, and from 14th December to all care homes with PCR as the interim backup 
where needed. 
 
Twice weekly testing using lateral flow devices will be rolled out to healthcare 
professionals who visit care homes from the beginning of December, as part of a wider 
extension of routine testing including all patient-facing NHS Staff in hospitals, in the 
Scottish Ambulance Service and in COVID assessment centres. From 11 January this 
will be extended to non-NHS staff including independent contractors or statutory body 
staff who attend care homes or provide care at home at least twice per week and have 
to be within 1 metre of residents, clients or patients. 
 
Testing is only one measure of protection against COVID-19, alongside a strong 
emphasis on robust infection prevention and control measures, including the use of 
PPE, the extended use of face masks, physical distancing and good hygiene. 

 
 

Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of NHS staff have received the flu vaccination, and how 
this compares with the same period in 2019, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-33686 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Scottish Government officials are working closely with Health Boards 
to monitor vaccine uptake amongst eligible cohorts. A weekly report on seasonal 
influenza activity in Scotland is published on the Public Health Scotland website: 
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-
report-18-november-2020/ 
 
Vaccination uptake for 2019-20 flu season for Healthcare Workers, broken down by 
each NHS Health Board, is detailed in the following table.  

 
 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what progress has been made with 
the mutual aid arrangement between NHS Forth Valley and NHS Lanarkshire 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, and what impact this arrangement has had on its 
decisions relating to the COVID-19 Strategic Framework restriction 
levels for each local authority within the NHS boards' areas. 
 

S5W-33516 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it has asked its advisory group on COVID-19 to 
publish the full minutes of its meetings. 
 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-report-18-november-2020/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-report-18-november-2020/
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S5W-33525 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many NHS (a) doctors and (b) nursing staff have been tested for COVID-19 in each 
week since weekly testing was introduced, also broken down by (i) hospital and (ii) 
NHS board. 
 

S5W-33528 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason NHS staff working with COVID-19-positive patients at the Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital in Glasgow are reportedly not being routinely tested. 
 

S5W-33529 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to tackle 
the reported rising number of cases of child abuse as a result of lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-33653 
 

Humza Yousaf: The safety of children is always paramount and our children and 
young people have the right to be protected from all forms of harm. The Scottish 
Government has invested significant effort since the start of the Covid-19 outbreak, to 
carefully monitor data from a range of sources, to ensure that robust child protection 
measures are in place across Scotland and to develop appropriate responses to 
safeguard those children most vulnerable to abuse and neglect.  
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made 
of any underreporting of child abuse as a result of lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-33654 
 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33653 on  
10 December 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) reports of child 
abuse and (b) interventions by social services there have been in each month since 
March 2020. 
 

S5W-33655 
 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33653 on  
10 December 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Angela Constance (Almond Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it is permitted for employees who reside and work in Level 4 
areas to be temporarily transferred to work in locations in Level 3 or lower. 
 

S5W-33618 
 

Michael Matheson:  As set out in the provisions of the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus)(Restrictions and Requirements)(Local Levels)(Scotland) Amendment 
(No.3) Regulations 2020, travelling to or from level 4 areas to other levels is 
permissible for essential purposes, such as for work. However, in order to minimise 
the spread of the virus, this should only be undertaken where the employee’s work 
cannot be undertaken from home. Details of the restrictions and exemptions are 
provided for in the accompanying guidance 
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-
transport/#exceptions). 
 
 
Angela Constance (Almond Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) driving examiners 
who live in areas subject to Level 4 restrictions are permitted to travel to other local 
authority areas to carry out driving examinations for critical workers. 
 

S5W-33676 
 

Michael Matheson: The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 4(B)4 states ‘A person who 
is living in a Level 4 area who provides a driving lesson or test for which a motor vehicle 
is used (unless all occupants are members of the same household) must not provide 
that service in any other local authority area.’ 
 
 
Angela Constance (Almond Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has provided specific guidance to Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency (DVSA) driving examiners regarding mixing with people from up to 
five households each day. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/#exceptions
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/#exceptions
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S5W-33677 

 
Michael Matheson: The DVSA is responsible for the safe operation of their services 
in Scotland. While the Scottish Government has regular engagement with the DVSA, 
we have not provided specific guidance on this matter. 
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First Minister’s Questions Relating to COVID-19 on 10 December 2020 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04637 ) 
 
3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04638 ) 
 
4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04639 ) 
 
6. Jeremy Balfour: To ask the First Minister how many staff are employed to 
answer calls to book COVID-19 tests in Scotland. ( S5F-04653 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
 
Portfolio Questions Relating to COVID-19 on 10 December 2020 
 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
3. Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it is having 
with local government regarding flytipping during the COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-
04827 ) 
 
8. Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure 
that recycling and food waste collection services suspended by local authorities due 
to the pandemic are resumed. ( S5O-04832 ) 
 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04637
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04638
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04639
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04653
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13005&i=117563
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04827
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04827
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04832
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13005&i=117589
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Written Questions Relating to COVID-19 on 10 December 2020 

S5W-33721 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
providing assistance to someone with sight loss or a disabled person in order for 
them to be able to (a) exercise outside, such as with walking or tandem cycling, and 
(b) participate in organised sport are exempt from the COVID-19 rules on social 
distancing. 
S5W-33750 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
churchgoers must wear face coverings throughout the duration of their act of 
worship, in light of people in hospitality settings not being required to do so while 
they are seated. 
S5W-33959 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether NHS boards considered the resource 
impact of extensive contact tracing; what resources were allocated to each board to 
address this, and whether it will publish the final assessment made by (a) the NHS 
overall and (b) each NHS board. 
S5W-33960 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether the PPE requirements for primary and 
secondary care were addressed, and whether a clear policy regarding high-
consequence infectious diseases was produced by the Health Protection 
Preparedness Group. 
S5W-33961 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether health and social care partnerships are 
now included in NHS board command and control structures. 
S5W-33962 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether discussions regarding additional 
capacity requirements have been held with the Resilience Unit and, if so, what action 
was taken to address the issues raised. 
S5W-33963 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether Health Protection Scotland considered 
the feasibility of community testing and, if so, what (a) the outcome was and (b) 
action has been taken to address the issues raised. 
S5W-33965 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether outdoor 
exercise classes are included in the COVID-19 travel exemption that allows people 
to travel up to five miles outside their local area to carry out informal outdoor 
exercise. 
S5W-33969 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 December 2020 (Official 
Report, c.13), in light of the cabinet secretary's comment that "around £600 million 
[in Barnett consequentials] is to be allocated to health and social care, wider public 
health initiatives and welfare support", whether it will confirm the exact amount that 
will be allocated to health and social care in 2020-21, also broken down by the 
amount that has been allocated since April 2020. 
S5W-33970 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 December 2020 (Official 
Report, c.13), in light of the cabinet secretary's comment that "approximately £500 
million [in Barnett consequentials] is to be allocated to support transport services and 
cover pandemic-related income shortfalls within organisations such as Police 
Scotland, the Scottish Funding Council and the Scottish Courts and Tribunals 
Service", whether it will confirm the exact amount of such funding that will 
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be allocated to each of these organisations in 2020-21, also broken down by the 
amount that has been allocated since April 2020.  
S5W-33974 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many care homes 
have had (a) zero to 10, (b) 11 to 20, (c) 21 to 30, (d) 31 to 40 and (e) over 40 of 
their residents die where COVID-19 has been a factor or suspected factor (i) 
between 1 Jan and 30 June 2020 and (ii) since 1 July 2020 to date. 
S5W-33976 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider expanding the annual flu vaccination programme to include the routine 
vaccination of teachers. 
S5W-33978 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
working in the adult day care sector will receive the £500 "thank you" bonus for NHS 
and social care staff. 
S5W-33979 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
£500 "thank you" bonus for NHS and social care staff will be paid to all staff working 
for private and third sector care providers, including case managers, finance 
administration, fundraising managers and volunteer co-ordinators. 
S5W-33980 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government (a) when and (b) 
how it expects the £500 "thank you" bonus for NHS and social care staff to be 
issued. 
S5W-33981 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish details of the national (a) performance dashboard, (b) advice and booking 
service and (c) vaccination record system that is referred to in the COVID-19 
Delivery Framework. 
S5W-33982 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government which NHS boards 
are licensed for distributing and administering the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, and 
what plans these boards have in place with the remaining NHS boards regarding the 
use of the vaccine. 
S5W-33984 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how it will deliver 
the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to remote and rural communities. 
S5W-33985 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what plans have 
been or are being prepared for the use of future COVID-19 vaccines that 
might require less logistical planning than that developed by Pfizer. 
S5W-33986 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish each NHS board's COVID-19 vaccination delivery plan. 
S5W-33987 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the COVID-19 policy for (a) NHS and (b) social care staff in each NHS board 
area. 
S5W-33988 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the national workforce plan for the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme.  
S5W-33989 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
will be in wave (a) 1, (b) 2 and (c) 3 of the COVID-19 vaccination prioritisation 
programme, also broken down by how many weeks it will take to immunise them. 
S5W-33996 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what effect the 
COVID-19 pandemic has had on the number of pets and other animals being 
abandoned. 
S5W-33997 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support it has provided to animal rescue shelters during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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S5W-33998 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS 
and social care staff who do not wish to receive the £500 "thank you" bonus are able 
to nominate a charity to receive the money instead. 
S5W-34000 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement by 
the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 December 2020 (Official Report, c.13), 
whether it will confirm the amount that is being allocated to (a) the Scottish Courts 
and Tribunals Service and (b) Police Scotland to cover the "pandemic-related 
income shortfalls" that were referred to by the cabinet secretary, and from which 
budget stream this money is being sourced. 
S5W-34002 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government whether home care 
workers receive regular COVID-19 testing and, if not, for what reasons. 
S5W-34003 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government whether home care 
workers will receive the COVID-19 vaccine at the same time as care home workers. 
S5W-34004 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government whether a carer 
who receives payment for caring for a relative will receive the £500 "thank you" 
bonus. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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