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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 9 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 9 December 2020 can be found on page 8 & 9. 
 
Portfolio questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 9 December are 
included at page 7. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 9 December) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to investigate the introduction of a retail or high street 
voucher scheme to aid shoppers and shops, in light of such a scheme being introduced 
in Jersey and considered in Northern Ireland. 
 

S5W-33506 
 

Aileen Campbell:  We are aware of the schemes. Many towns, and Business 
Improvement Districts have already introduced loyalty cards with support from 
Government via Scotland’s Towns Partnership and ‘Scotland Improvement Districts’.  
 
We are now investigating the potential for a national platform, in line with all of the 
business support schemes that have been introduced to mitigate the economic effects 
of COVID.  
 
We will continue to weigh up the impacts that each scheme can have and ensure that 
the most effective support is targeted to support different sectors. 
 
 

 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications have been made to the Private Rent 
Sector Landlord (non-business) COVID-19 Loan Scheme, also broken down by how 
many have (a) been approved, (b) been rejected and (c) yet to be processed; how 
much has been paid to date in total, and what the average award has been. 
 

S5W-33656 
 

Kevin Stewart: As of w/e 2 October 2020 there have been 91 applications to the 
Private Rent Sector Landlord (non-business) COVID-19 Loan Scheme, please note of 
these applications 5 were later withdrawn by the applicants and 15 did not respond to 
requests for further information. 
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1. 39 applications have been approved, of these one loan offer is awaiting 
acceptance by the applicant 

2. 26 have been rejected 
3. 6 applications were awaiting further information / processing at that date 

a. The total amount awarded (paid) was £145404.64, the award awaiting 
acceptance was £3900, thus total award was £149,304.64 

b. The average award was £3828.32 * 
 
* Average calculated as total amount awarded divided by number of successful 
applications. 

 
 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will announce details of its financial 
assistance to tenants in the private rented sector who have been impacted by COVID-
19. 
 

S5W-33705 
 

Kevin Stewart: The Tenant Hardship Loan Fund, as announced in August’s 
Programme for Government, opened for applications on 7 December 2020. 
 
Communications regarding this support scheme have been distributed by Scottish 
Government and our key partner organisations, via standard online channels. We 
issued a press release on 7 December, alongside a tweet announcing the opening of 
the scheme. 
 
We have worked carefully on our own communications and with our partners to ensure 
awareness of this support is wide-spread and appropriate. 
 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people serving in RAF bases who have Christmas 
leave will be subject to COVID-19 travel restrictions outwith the 23 to 27 December 
period. 
 

S5W-33696 
 

Graeme Dey: RAF servicemen and women will be subject to COVID-19 travel 
restrictions outwith the 23 to 27 December period. However, as the First Minister 
stated to Parliament on 19 November, travel by armed forces personnel in Scotland 
to and from barracks and bases is exempt from restrictions as barracks and bases 
are, as elsewhere in the UK, classed as essential places of work. We are in close 
contact with the RAF who have confirmed that Scottish Government regulations are 
well understood and are being adhered to with no discrepancies. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it plans to prioritise the recovery of cancer services that have been 
impacted by COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33919 
 

Jeane Freeman: While cancer services have remained a priority throughout the 
pandemic, we recognise there continues to be an impact on cancer services due to 
the necessary reduction in some areas of clinically determined non-urgent care. 
Today, we have published and launched our Recovery and Redesign: An Action Plan 
for Cancer Services which details how we will continue to prioritise cancer services 
and steps that will be taken in order to ensure resilience in the future, and adopt new 
innovations. The Plan, which will be live from now until March 2023, is operationally 
focused with an emphasis placed on diagnosis and treatment. We have outlined 68 
actions in total, including 4 flagship innovations. We will establish two Early Cancer 
Diagnostic Centres within existing NHS infrastructure, a Single Point of Contact 
Framework to aid patients navigate through cancer services, a programme of 
Prehabilitation to prepare patients for treatment and achieve optimal outcomes, and a 
National Dedicated Resource for Cancer. This plan will be backed by up to an 
additional £17 million, bringing our planned total investment in cancer services up to 
£114.5 million by March 2023.  
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what it considers the explanation is for the 
reported fall in all acute respiratory infections since 1 September 2020 compared with 
previous years, and what its position is on whether there has been a misclassification 
of any such cases as COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33589 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government understands that the fall in reduction in 
reported acute respiratory infections (ARI) is likely due to a combination of factors. 
This includes changes in the behaviour of the population because of the infection 
control measures we have put in place to stop the spread of Covid-19. These 
behaviours will include a reduction in social mixing, in domestic and international travel 
and more people in the high risk groups taking up the offer of the extension of the flu 
vaccine. 
 
We have also seen changes in how people are using and accessing their GP practices 
as a result of Covid-19. People are having less face to face consultations or not 
wishing to attend their GP surgeries due to concerns over Covid-19, so there is less 
opportunity for symptoms that meet the definition of ARI to be captured and then 
reported via GPs. 
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There may have been some people who have been reported as ARI via their GP and 
will have been directed to speak to their pharmacist, phone NHS 24 or visit NHS inform 
or other websites due to potentially having Covid-19. This further reduces the number 
of ARI reported. 
 
There is currently no evidence to suggest that those presenting symptoms of ARI are 
being misclassified as cases of Covid-19. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5T-02539 by Jeane Freeman on 24 November 2020 
(Official Report, c.3), in light of the cabinet secretary's comment that "COVID-19-
positive patients are not routinely being discharged to care homes", whether it 
will confirm how many such patients have been discharged to care homes in each 
month since February 2020, also broken down by how many (a) of them or their 
families were subject to full clinical consultation and (b) full risk assessments were 
carried out prior to discharge. 
 

S5W-33504 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what level of accuracy it would require to allow airports to operate COVID-19 testing 
as a measure to replace mandatory quarantining. 
 

S5W-33498 
 

Humza Yousaf: At the moment we know the virus has an incubation period of up to 
14 days and the quarantining of travellers remains the safest way to reduce the risk of 
imported cases and transmission of the virus in Scotland. 
 
However, we are currently considering whether there are alternatives to quarantine for 
international travellers arriving in Scotland, such as testing. As part of that process, 
we are considering the level of accuracy which may be required to allow testing to be 
used to reduce quarantine requirements. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people in each NHS board area have been provided with hotel 
accommodation in which to self-isolate since 23 March 2020. 
 

S5W-33494 
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Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Scottish Government is working closely with COSLA 
and Public Health Scotland to provide help to people who may need additional support 
to self-isolate, including the provision of accommodation, where it is needed.  
 
The pathway to accessing this support is through local health protection teams 
identifying an urgent need and working with local authorities to provide suitable 
accommodation in line with national guidance.  
 
Local Authorities lead on the provision of isolation accommodation and the Scottish 
Government does not collect this data. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with (a) representatives of the oil and gas 
industry and (b) the UK Government regarding the recovery of energy industry 
employment in North East Scotland after the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-33412 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has regular engagement with the 
energy sector, Oil and Gas UK, the Oil and Gas Authority and UK (BEIS) Ministers 
and officials on the industry’s challenge in response to COVID-19 and the longer term 
issues facing the sector and its supply chain as a result of the low oil and gas prices. 
 
I have specifically held a number of strategic engagements with the sector in recent 
weeks, and continue to hold regular meetings of the Scottish Government’s Oil and 
Gas Energy Transition Strategic Leadership Group to hear directly from stakeholders 
on the immediate and longer term challenges affecting the sector.  
 
Since April I have chaired seven meetings of the Oil and Gas and Energy Transition 
Strategic Leadership Group. The group has been working to identify support for the 
sector, including opportunities in workforce retention, skills and training, drawing upon 
the efforts of OGUK’s Pandemic Steering Group and the OGA’s Supply Chain 
Taskforce. The Group is made up of representatives from across the sector including 
companies, the public sector, trade unions, Oil and Gas UK, the Oil and Gas Authority 
and the UK Government. The group was instrumental in the creation of sector specific 
guidance, and the creation of the £62 million Energy Transition Fund - focused on 
supporting key projects located in the North East.  
 
I speak regularly with the UK Energy Minister, Kwasi Kwarteng MP, on a range of 
issues impacting the energy sector, and indeed, we are working closely at official and 
Ministerial level to address the pressures on the industry. I attended the most recent 
meeting of the North Sea Transition Forum (formerly the Maximising Economic 
Recovery Forum) on 7th December. This was attended by Kwasi Kwarteng MP and 
chaired by the OGA, at which details of the North Sea Transition Deal were discussed. 
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Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what analysis it has carried out of the recent COVID-19 outbreak that was linked with 
the MV Isle of Lewis, including how this has impacted on the (a) seafarers affected, 
(b) the onboard crew when the positive tests were returned, (c) the relief crew and (d) 
passengers. 
 

S5W-33210 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has undertaken no specific analysis of 
the recent Covid-19 outbreak linked to the MV Isle of Lewis. However, Transport 
Scotland has maintained regular contact with CalMac. It remains the priority of CalMac 
to ensure the safety of passengers and crew by implementing Scottish Government 
guidelines regarding Covid-19.  
 
CalMac remain in contact with the crew that tested positive for Covid-19 providing 
support as required.  
 
NHS Scotland Test and Protect assisted with identifying which additional crew 
members required to self-isolate, the engineering crew did not need to self-isolate as 
they had been working as an independent bubble.   
 
For those crew requiring to self-isolate, once their isolation period ends CalMac have 
advised they will fall back into their existing work rotations. For those who were not 
required to self-isolate, following the deep cleaning of the vessel they continued with 
their work rotation. 
 
For CalMac staff and passengers who are concerned that they have come into contact 
with Coronavirus, the Test & Protect system will advise them if they require to self-
isolate and if a Coronavirus test is required. 
 
The relief crew did not recommence service on the MV Isle of Lewis until CalMac had 
arranged for the vessel to be deep cleaned. 
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Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 09 December 2020 
 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
3. Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it is having 
with local government regarding flytipping during the COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-
04827 ) 
8. Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure 
that recycling and food waste collection services suspended by local authorities due 
to the pandemic are resumed. ( S5O-04832 ) 
 
 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04827
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04827
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04832
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13004&i=117541
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Written questions lodged on 09 December 2020 

S5W-33923 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the First Minister on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 11), what the 
political rationale was behind the decision to keep Edinburgh under Level 3 of the 
COVID-19 restrictions; what discussions were held with public health officials 
regarding the most appropriate Level for the area and whether any of the officials 
recommended moving the city into Level 2, and whether it will publish the full public 
health data on which the final decision was based. 
S5W-33926 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many hospital 
patients have been discharged to hospices (a) untested and (b) after testing positive 
for COVID-19. 
S5W-33930 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
people in each local authority area have received a COVID-19 test. 
S5W-33931 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the First Minister on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 11), whether 
it will publish the public health data that was used to inform the decision to place the 
Stirling Council area under Level 3 COVID-19 restrictions, and what its response is 
to reports that public health officials had advised that a move to Level 2 would have 
been more appropriate. 
S5W-33935 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement 
by the First Minister on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 11), , whether it will 
provide further details and the scientific advice for its reasons to keep Edinburgh 
subject to Level 3 restrictions, and what its response is to reports of confusion 
among residents in Edinburgh regarding restrictions not being reduced to Level 2, in 
light of the city reportedly meeting the published criteria for this. 
S5W-33936 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when it made the 
decision to add the imminence of Christmas as a factor in determining COVID-19 
restriction levels for local authorities; what modelling it did regarding the imminence 
of Christmas in each area, and whether it will publish this. 
S5W-33937 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the First 
Minister referred to the imminence of Christmas as a factor only in relation to 
Edinburgh's COVID-19 restriction level during her statement on 8 December 2020 
(Official Report, c. 11). 
S5W-33938 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether the unpaid 
family care givers of vulnerable individuals, including cancer patients, will receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine and, if so, when. 
S5W-33939 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what advice it is giving 
to cancer patients and other people with immunosuppressed conditions in relation to 
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-33940 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether personal 
assistants in the social care sector who have worked during the COVID-19 pandemic 
will be eligible for the £500 "thank you" payment for NHS and social care staff. 
S5W-33951 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how it calculates 
the test positivity rate for COVID-19, in light of the variance between the data 
available on the daily dashboard and the reported positivity rate. 
S5W-33953 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
individuals or families who choose not to form a festive bubble can meet another 
individual or family for a meal in a hospitality venue in Edinburgh and other Level 3 
areas on Christmas day.  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33923
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33926
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33930
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33931
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33935
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33936
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33937
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33938
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33939
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33940
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33951
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33953
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S5W-33954 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government when care-dependent 
people who live at home will receive the COVID-19 vaccine. R 
S5W-33955 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-30890 by Clare Haughey on 17 August 2020, whether the 
data regarding the number of people with learning disabilities who have died from 
COVID-19 has now been collated and, if so, whether it will publish this. 
S5W-33958 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how much it 
allocated to public bodies for the development and maintenance of track, trace and 
contact systems in each year since the H1N1 pandemic in 2010. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33954
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33955
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33958
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

