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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 1 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 1 December can be found on page 6 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 1 December 
are included at page 5. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 1 December) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in the event that a COVID-19 vaccine 
requires two doses, how it will ensure that patients receive both doses in the correct 
timescale. 
 

S5W-33288  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the 
development of a communications campaign to promote the uptake of the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-33287  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many freezers have been procured for 
the storage of COVID-19 vaccines, and where they will be located. 
 

S5W-33286  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to ensure the NHS 
has the necessary syringes and other equipment required to administer COVID-19 
vaccines. 
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S5W-33285  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to ensure the NHS 
has the necessary workforce to administer COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-33284  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government which sites are being considered for mass 
COVID-19 immunisation centres. 
 

S5W-33283  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how COVID-19 vaccines will be transported 
and delivered to immunisation centres. 
 

S5W-33282  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how COVID-19 vaccines will be distributed 
(a) on Scotland's islands and (b) in other remote and rural areas. 
 

S5W-33281  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how far people will have to travel to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33280  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether GPs will have responsibility for the 
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-33279  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines will 
align with the flu vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33278  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what other public services will support NHS 
Scotland with the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-33277  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what forward planning it is undertaking for 
the possibility that COVID-19 vaccination is required annually. 
 

S5W-33276  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to reports that dentists who commenced their 
vocational training year in August 2019 are facing a reduction in pay of 50% due to 
insufficient COVID-19 top-up payments. 
 

S5W-33275  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with supermarkets regarding 
implementing current COVID-19 health and safety measures to protect staff. 
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S5W-33257  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to promote the measures 
put in place to make cancer services as free from COVID-19 as possible. 
 

S5W-33252  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the uptake level has been for the 
COVID-19 testing that has been offered to staff working in specialist cancer services. 
 

S5W-33251  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that there is sufficient 
workforce capacity to manage the backlog of cases in cancer diagnostic services. 
 

S5W-33250  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Topical Questions 
 
The following Topical Question in relation to COVID-19 was asked: 
 

1. Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it is giving to 
lengthening the school Christmas holidays, in light of COVID-19 concerns. (S5T-
02555) 
 
Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02555
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02555
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12981&i=117321
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Written questions lodged on 1 December 2020 

S5W-33652 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish figures for the number of doses of opioids prescribed during the COVID-19 
pandemic for severe pain, and what assessment it has carried out of any increased 
usage due to the postponement or cancellation of operations. 
S5W-33653 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to tackle the reported rising number of cases of child abuse as a result of 
lockdown restrictions. 
S5W-33654 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of any underreporting of child abuse as a result of lockdown restrictions. 
S5W-33655 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
reports of child abuse and (b) interventions by social services there have been in 
each month since March 2020. 
S5W-33656 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government how many applications 
have been made to the Private Rent Sector Landlord (non-business) COVID-19 
Loan Scheme, also broken down by how many have (a) been approved, (b) been 
rejected and (c) yet to be processed; how much has been paid to date in total, and 
what the average award has been. 
S5W-33657 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government how many applications 
have been made to the Tenant Hardship Loan Fund, also broken down by how many 
have (a) been approved, (b) been rejected and (c) yet to be processed; how much 
has been paid to date in total, and what the average award has been. 
S5W-33659 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5F-04546 by Nicola Sturgeon on 12 November 2020 (Official Report, c. 
16), which of the COVID-19 rapid research projects referred to by the First Minister 
relate to so-called long-COVID. 
S5W-33660 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what resources it will 
allocate to support people with so-called long-COVID, in light of the £10 million 
in additional funding in England that is being used towards establishing long-COVID 
clinics. 
S5W-33661 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
announce the successful bids that have been made to the Chief Scientist Office's 
fund into applied research on the longer-term effects of so-called long-COVID. 
S5W-33662 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that school staff are able to take up the opportunity to receive a flu 
vaccination, and whether it will consider implementing onsite vaccinations in schools. 
S5W-33663 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what advice it has 
given to (a) procurator fiscals, (b) GPs, (c) local authority burial or cremation 
departments and (d) registrars on extending their opening hours and availability over 
the Christmas and New Year period to ensure that funeral directors can continue to 
arrange and conduct funerals during the pandemic without the bereaved facing 
delays. 
S5W-33676 Angela Constance: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) driving examiners who live in areas 
subject to Level 4 restrictions are permitted to travel to other local authority areas to 
carry out driving examinations for critical workers. 
S5W-33677 Angela Constance: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
provided specific guidance to Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) driving 
examiners regarding mixing with people from up to five households each day. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33652
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33653
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33654
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33655
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33656
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33657
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33659
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33660
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33661
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33662
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33663
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33676
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33677
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

