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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 30 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 30 November can be found on pages 19 to 20 of 
this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 30 November) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
Tom Arthur (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it is providing to help small businesses access digital 
technology. 
 

S5W-33578  
 
Kate Forbes: COVID-19 has highlighted the importance of digital technologies for 
businesses of all sizes, but in particular for small businesses. To support SMEs to 
take advantage of digital technologies we offer The Digital Development Loan which 
enables businesses to invest, interest-free, up to £100k to improve their digital 
capabilities. We also have DigitalBoost, delivered by Business Gateway which 
provides expert digital advice and guidance. In August we doubled the funding for 
DigitalBoost and today I am pleased to announce the Scottish Government is 
investing a further £11.8m in digital support for business. 
 
 
Clare Adamson (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what more it will do to support people through the COVID-19 
pandemic this winter. 
 

S5W-33627  
 
Aileen Campbell: Protecting and supporting people during these unparalleled times 
is the absolute focus of this government. We know that the winter period will be 
challenging for many, with continued COVID restrictions, colder weather and the 
threat of a no-deal exit from the EU.   
 
We are committed to doing everything we can to support people throughout the 
winter and that is why we are investing an additional £100 million in a Winter Plan for 
Social Protection to help people and communities. The Plan includes: 
 
• £22 million to support families on low incomes. This includes a £100 per child 
payment for those in receipt of Free School Meals in December, delivered through 
local authorities. Alongside £5 million of funding available to children’s charities and 
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£1 million to enable suitable clothing to be provided for children accessing Early 
Learning and Childcare who need it. 
• £23.5 million to support services for vulnerable children and young people to 
address areas where the children and families social work resource is experiencing 
significant challenge in meeting demand. 
• £15 million to enhance capacity within the third sector and communities and 
enable us to support more community and third sector organisations. 
• £15 million of flexible funding for local authorities moving into level 4 to 
support the needs of people in their communities who do not have support networks 
and are struggling with the new restrictions or guidance. This may be access to food 
or medicine or other emerging needs that result from an area entering level 4. 
• £7 million to further help with fuel costs to be delivered through existing 
partnerships to enhance the support available. 
• £2 million further investment in strategic national food activity to strengthen 
existing supports and ensure that individuals facing food insecurity can access the 
food they need. 
• £5.14 million further investment to support people affected by homelessness. 
• £5.91 million additional investment to promote equality and tackle social 
isolation and loneliness. This includes support for national helplines and £4.2 million 
additional funding for our Connecting Scotland Programme, specifically targeted to 
getting older people online to tackling loneliness. 
• £0.25 million on a post-Christmas marketing campaign on benefit uptake and 
income maximisation. 
• £4.2 million Reserve Fund to meet potential pressures. This will be deployed 
as needed to strengthen elements of the Winter Plan, should they prove insufficient, 
or to meet new emergent need.   
 
 
Clare Adamson (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has reviewed the eligibility criteria for the Self-
Isolation Support Grant. 
 

S5W-33631  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: It is vital that those who are doing their part to limit the 
spread of COVID-19 are not financially disadvantaged by doing so. The Scottish 
Government worked with local authorities to introduce the Self-Isolation Support 
Grant at great pace, and we committed at its introduction to review the Grant in order 
to ensure it worked for people who face hardship as a result of self-isolation.  
 
Following early feedback from councils and stakeholders, we will extend the Grant to 
be available to parents of a child who is required to self-isolate from school or 
nursery, and the parent fulfils the other eligibility criteria – that they are a worker, on 
a low income, and they face a loss of income as they are unable to work from home. 
This will support parents who are facing financial hardship because they need to 
take time off work to care for that child. 
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We will also extend the Grant to people who are eligible for Universal Credit, but 
have not claimed it. This will allow people to receive the Grant as quickly as possible.  
 
The changes have been agreed with CoSLA and we will work with councils on 
delivering these changes to the scheme. The changes are expected to start from  
7 December. 
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to further support apprenticeship recruitment in 
response to the recently-published Young Person’s Guarantee. 
 

S5W-33636  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government recognises and values the important of 
apprenticeships and the key role they will play in our economic recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Apprenticeships are a way for employers to invest in their 
workforce and support high quality jobs, enabling employers to gain skilled workers 
the economy requires both now and in the future.  
 
That is why we are pleased to introduce an Apprenticeship Employment Grant until 
March 2021 allowing employers to make the best decision for their business on 
whether to recruit a new entrant or a redundant apprentice with some experience. 
 
The payment of £5,000 for 16-24-year olds and for those aged up to 29 who are 
disabled, care leavers and Minority Ethnic would bring parity with the recently 
enhanced Adopt an Apprentice of £5,000. 
 
Once launched, the Skills Development Scotland website will provide more 
information on the Apprenticeship Employment Grant.  
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of reports of the UK Government including a pay freeze for most 
public sector workers in its pay remit in the next financial year, what assurances it 
can provide frontline health and adult social care workers in Scotland that they will 
be recognised for their efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33645  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government will, in the current 2020-21 financial 
year, provide all staff working within our NHS, frontline primary care, adult social 
care sector, hospice and palliative care sector, and residential childcare settings, 
with a pro-rated one off payment of £500, a small contribution towards our 
recognising the value of these frontline staff. 
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We aim to make these payments as soon as is practicable, working with the sectors 
where we don’t have a direct pay relationship to help shape the appropriate 
mechanisms to account for varying contracting and working practices. The estimated 
investment in this one off payment is approximately £180 million. 
 
This is a small contribution towards our recognising the value of these frontline staff. 
Freezing NHS staff pay in 2021-22 is not the policy of the Scottish Government, and 
our pay negotiations with NHS staff side for 2021-22 will continue as we work 
towards a fair deal for the next financial year. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to children from the same 
family participating in multiple COVID-19 bubbles in two different nurseries rather 
than being part of the same bubble in the same nursery. 
 

S5W-33347  
 
Maree Todd: All of the guidance and restrictions on childcare provision in response 
to COVID-19 is based on scientific and expert advice. Scottish Government 
guidance does not restrict children within one household from attending separate 
ELC settings. The most recent guidance for Early Learning and Childcare sector 
states that in order to minimise the number of contacts and risk of transmission, 
attendance at multiple ELC settings should be reduced as far as possible. Parents 
and carers are encouraged and should be supported to limit the number of settings 
their child attends, ideally ensuring their child only attends the same setting 
consistently. 
 
However, the balance of scientific advice supports the use of more settings where 
required to ensure high quality childcare is available to children and in support of 
parents’ need.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support it is providing to people who are not able to 
access education in person due to being clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-
19, including people with cystic fibrosis. 
 

S5W-33332 

John Swinney: Schools and local authorities retain the main responsibility for 
arranging remote learning for those at highest clinical risk, including people with 
cystic fibrosis.  
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In order to broaden the options available to schools the national e-learning offer 
provides access to live lessons, recorded lessons and online learning and teaching 
materials across the Broad General Education and the Senior Phase. 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/ 
 
Similarly, schools and authorities are responsible for providing direct advice and 
support to parents and carers on how to support their child’s learning. In order to 
complement and support the advice from schools and authorities, the Scottish 
Government’s Parent Club website provides advice on working from home whilst 
caring for children, advice on helping children with remote and blended learning as 
well as links to additional learning resources from third sector organisations which 
can help to complement the learning activities and advice provided by schools. 
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/learning-at-home?age=0. Parent Club 
also includes tailored advice to parents who are supporting children and young 
people with additional support needs 
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-people-with-
additional-support-needs 
 
Education Scotland’s Scotland Learns website also provides learning resources and 
advice and support to parents and carers via online newsletters.  
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/ In addition, the National 
Parent Forum of Scotland have developed “Nutshell” advice pamphlets on “Learning 
at Home During Lockdown” and Online Safety. https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-at-home_E.pdf and  
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_online_safety_E.pdf 
 
The Scottish Government guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on 
reducing the risks in schools takes into account the arrangements for children and 
young people who may be asked to shield at protection level 4.  
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of recent studies presented to the UK Government that reportedly show that the 
number of school-aged children with COVID-19 has risen considerably in the second 
wave when compared to the first; whether it has commissioned similar research in 
Scotland, and, if so, whether this will be published. 
 

S5W-33269 

John Swinney: In Scotland we are fortunate to have evidence which shows us how 
well local authorities, teachers, other school staff, children and young people have 
worked to mitigate the risks of Covid-19 since schools reopened. Public Health 
Scotland publish regular data updates which show the number of tests, and cases, 
amongst children and young people since the onset of the pandemic.  
 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/learning-at-home?age=0
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-people-with-additional-support-needs
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-people-with-additional-support-needs
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-at-home_E.pdf
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-at-home_E.pdf
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_online_safety_E.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
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These data are regularly reviewed, and published by the COVID-19 Education 
Recovery Group (CERG). In addition, Public Health Scotland (PHS) recently (18 
November) published summary statistics on Covid-19 infections in pupils 
(https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-
pupils-in-scotland/) and the latest evidence from the Covid-19 Advisory Sub-Group 
on Education and Children’s Issues (https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-
transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/) was published on the same day.  
 
Specifically in relation to cases of Covid-19 in schools, PHS data demonstrate that in 
Scotland in the first 9 weeks of term 1,621 positive test cases were associated with 
schoolchildren. That is only 0.2% of almost 700,000 school children. Furthermore, 
the data also shows over 75% of schools in Scotland did not have any pupils at all 
who tested positive. More detailed analyses are underway and will be available 
shortly. 
 
The Advisory Sub-Group evidence supports this by showing that the rate of 
absences among pupils due to Covid-related sickness is low. For example, at 12 
November, this represented 0.1% of all pupils. The evidence also shows no 
difference between Covid-19 positivity rates in teachers and school staff relative to 
other worker groups of a same age. Nor is there any direct evidence that 
transmission of the virus within schools plays a significant role in driving rates of 
infection among children.  
 
The Advisory Sub-Group evidence is informed by reports endorsed by UK SAGE. 
This reinforces our view that the benefits young people gain from being in school 
outweigh the overall impact on schools of transmission rates. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that school-aged children are more likely than adults to bring a 
COVID-19 infection into a household. 
 

S5W-33270 

John Swinney: Currently, the extent to which children contribute to transmission of 
Covid-19 is not completely understood. However, Public Health Scotland (PHS) 
publish data on cases amongst children and young people each week and there are 
a number of recent publications, which look at transmission, including to households: 
 
The Covid-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues published a 
summary report on 18 November setting out a brief summary of evidence on children 
and transmission. This can be found at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-
schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---
summary-report/ 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
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The Children’s Task & Finish Group published a paper on 13 November, which was 
endorsed by UK SAGE, and is available at: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Infection 
Survey, UK - Office for National Statistics and  
 
Public Health Scotland published summary statistics on 18 November on Covid-19 
infections in pupils in Scottish schools, which can be accessed at: 
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-
pupils-in-scotland/   
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it has taken to protect (a) teachers and (b) families from COVID-19 
infection transmitted by school-aged children. 
 

S5W-33271 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government’s guidance on reducing risks in schools is 
intended to keep schools safe, open and welcoming. It takes full account of the 
evolving COVID-19 situation in Scotland, the experience of reopening schools to 
date, the advice received from scientific and public health experts and the advice of 
the Education Recovery Group and other key stakeholders including children and 
young people.  
 
The protective measures set out in that guidance represent the ‘core’ or standard 
protective measures that should be in place in all schools across all five protection 
levels within the Strategic Framework. At levels 3 and 4 of the Strategic Framework, 
some enhanced protective measures have been identified which aim to tackle 
specific areas of higher potential risk as prevalence increases, including for those 
people most clinically at risk. 
 
Changes in incidence of COVID-19, and the impact of implementation of this 
guidance in schools, will be closely monitored at the national and local level. The 
guidance will be kept under review and updated when necessary. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has sought to quantify the level of (a) absence and (b) repeated absence 
among senior school pupils as a result of (i) COVID-19 infection and (ii) self-isolation 
due to close contact with COVID-19 cases in school and, if so, whether it will publish 
this information; what it considers the impact of this will be on student attainment, 
particularly in national exams scheduled for the summer term in 2021, and what 
advice it has given to local authorities to ensure continuity of learning and teaching. 
 

S5W-33272  
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/6november2020#analysis-of-the-number-of-school-workers-key-workers-and-other-professions-in-england-who-had-covid-19
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/6november2020#analysis-of-the-number-of-school-workers-key-workers-and-other-professions-in-england-who-had-covid-19
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
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John Swinney: Learner absences are being monitored and all currently available 
data is published on our website. This can be accessed at: 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19-
SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/ 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children-and-
young-people-infographic/ 
 
At present, learners who require to learn at home during periods of self-isolation 
should be supported to receive remote learning. A National e-Learning Partnership 
between the Scottish Government, Education Scotland, Directors of Education and 
the e-Sgoil was established in June. Schools and local authorities have been putting 
their own arrangements in place for localised remote learning for individuals or 
groups as required since August 2020.  
 
SQA are looking at the role of the exceptional circumstances process for disruptions 
to individual and small groups of pupils to ensure that their attainment can be fairly 
recognised. 
 
Our ambition remains for Higher and Advanced Higher exams to proceed if possible. 
It must, however, be safe to do so and it must be fair to leaners. We are monitoring 
the position closely and listening to all the different views on this matter. Further 
evidence and intelligence, including total absences for individual learners, is being 
gathered to inform any decisions.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether in-school health services and therapy support will be continued 
through home visits for children who are advised to shield or are affected by school 
closures. 
 

S5W-33264 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
guidance on reducing the risks in schools is clear that support for continued learning 
should be in place for those who are unable to attend school due to shielding or 
other covid related absence.  
 
The strategic framework and the guidance on reducing the risks in schools set out 
that at Protection Levels 3 and 4 there are additional considerations for pupils who 
may be at highest clinical risk. At protection level 4 a pupil will have been advised via 
a letter from the Chief Medical Officer if shielding is appropriate. The schools 
guidance is clear that a pupil who has been asked to shield may attend school if an 
individualised risk assessment is completed, including consultation with the child’s 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children-and-young-people-infographic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children-and-young-people-infographic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
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secondary care (hospital) clinical team, which has enabled appropriate 
arrangements to be put in place for them to do so. In the circumstances where a 
child or young person is unable to attend school due to shielding or school closure, 
as a result of Covid-19, school health services and therapeutic support will be 
continued where appropriate mitigations can be made to ensure the safety of pupils, 
staff and families. This will be reflected in the guidance for schools in due course. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice is available to parents and carers regarding their child's 
education should they not be able to attend school in person due to shielding or 
other COVID-19-related absence. 
 

S5W-33263 

John Swinney: Schools and local authorities retain the main responsibility for 
arranging remote learning for those who need to shield, self-isolate or quarantine. In 
order to broaden the options available to schools the national e-learning offer 
provides access to live lessons, recorded lessons and online learning and teaching 
materials across the Broad General Education and the Senior Phase. 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/ 
 
Similarly, schools and authorities are responsible for providing direct advice and 
support to parents and carers on how to support their child’s learning. In order to 
complement and support the advice from schools and authorities, the Scottish 
Government’s Parent Club website provides advice on working from home whilst 
caring for children, advice on helping children with remote and blended learning as 
well as links to additional learning resources from third sector organisations which 
can help to complement the learning activities and advice provided by schools. 
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/learning-at-home?age=0. Parent Club 
also includes tailored advice to parents who are supporting children and young 
people with additional support needs 
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-people-with-
additional-support-needs 
 
Education Scotland’s Scotland Learns website also provides learning resources and 
advice and support to parents and carers via online newsletters.  
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/ In addition, the National 
Parent Forum of Scotland have developed “Nutshell” advice pamphlets on “Learning 
at Home During Lockdown” and Online Safety. https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-at-home_E.pdf and  
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_online_safety_E.pdf 
 
 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/learning-at-home?age=0
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-people-with-additional-support-needs
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-people-with-additional-support-needs
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-at-home_E.pdf
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-at-home_E.pdf
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_online_safety_E.pdf
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of COVID-19 on the teaching workforce for 
the 2020-21 academic year. 
 

S5W-33293  
 
John Swinney: We are acutely aware of the pressures that school staff are currently 
operating under as a result of the challenges of COVID-19. Staff will understandably 
be anxious about their own wellbeing and will be dealing with practical implications of 
Covid measures and mitigations in a school setting. 
 
To address these issues, we have provided £80m for councils to recruit additional 
teachers, and other education support staff to help education recovery. While precise 
numbers will vary according to need, the additional £80m is enough for around 1,400 
teachers and 200 support staff. Current figures show that an additional 1,303 
teachers have already been recruited.  
 
School staff will be offered new support as part of a £1.5 million funding package to 
help manage additional pressures as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
package of support for school staff, developed in partnership with organisations 
represented on the Education Recovery Group, provides direct access to a range of 
focused supports including coaching, reflective supervision and opportunities for 
school staff to learn together through the challenges presented by Covid-19. 
 
A recent survey by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) shows no evidence of 
differences in the positivity rates of pre-school, primary and secondary school 
teachers and staff, relative to other worker groups of a similar age.  
 
Data from Public Health Scotland also shows that the proportion of positive test 
cases from adults aged 18+ who reported they were employed and their occupation 
was “education/childcare” has remained largely constant since late August at 
between 3 and 7%.  
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the General Teaching Council for Scotland to ensure that 
student teachers who miss more than five days' placement due to self-isolating in 
relation to COVID-19 will not fail courses. 
 

S5W-33295  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with the General 
Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) in regard to student placements. 
 
The GTCS and key stakeholders produced guidance on student teacher professional 
placements for the period to December 2020 which was issued to all local 
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authorities. This states that if a student teacher considers that they have exceptional 
circumstances this should be discussed with their university in the first instance. 
Universities have issued communications to students advising them of the position 
on student placements including absence due to self-isolation. 
 
The GTCS is in almost daily contact with the Scottish Council of Deans of Education 
and the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland to monitor students’ 
placements and discuss contingency plans to deal with the impacts of COVID-19. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what it is doing to ensure that all working families can get 
access to the childcare that they need during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33348  
 
Maree Todd: During lockdown, when schools and childcare settings were closed, 
critical childcare was provided for children of keyworkers to allow parents to continue 
to attend work which was critical to national infrastructure. 
 
Reopening of the regulated childcare sector, including Early Learning and Childcare 
(ELC), school age childcare and childminding services, has taken place in stages 
since June. This has reinstated childcare options to working families. 
 
Scotland’s Strategic Framework emphasises that we will prioritise keeping schools 
and regulated childcare, including early learning and childcare, open while ensuring 
the safety of children and young people and the staff who have worked hard to keep 
settings open. 
 
In partnership with local authorities, we have continued to progress the expansion of 
statutory ELC entitlement to 1140 hours despite the disruption caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 14 councils are already delivering 1140 hours to all families, 
with more on track to move to full roll-out of 1140 in the new year. All local authorities 
have been providing at least the 600 hours existing statutory entitlement to families 
since August. 
 
Most families are also able to continue to access informal childcare, although this is 
restricted to essential childcare only in level 4 areas. However, this will still enable 
most families who require informal childcare to support their employment to continue 
to access this. 
 
We also continue to ensure that families can access up to date information about 
childcare by regularly sharing information via the Parent Club website. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how the most recent limit on nursery numbers in response 
to COVID-19 was decided. 
 

S5W-33346 

Maree Todd: All of the guidance and restrictions on childcare provision is based on 
scientific and expert advice including advice from the Advisory Sub-Group on 
Education and Children’s Issues. 
 
The most recent advice from the Advisory Sub-Group, published on 30 October, 
states that given the evidence base they support a move to cohort sizes for children 
under five in line with those aged 5-12 assuming the level of infection remains low, 
appropriate surveillance, test and protect and all the other appropriate mitigations 
and measures are in place. 
 
The guidance on reducing the risks in schools states that in primary schools it may 
be appropriate to have groups organised according to full-class sizes. Full class 
sizes in primary schools are governed by Scottish Negotiating Committee for 
Teachers agreements and regulations, and range from 25-33. 
 
The guidance for the Early Learning and Childcare sector outlines that it would be 
reasonable for children to be managed in groups up to the size encountered in 
primary school, for example no more than 25 to 33 children in any one group. The 
adult to child ratios in the national care standards must continue to apply. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is taking to support the early educational 
development of children who have been unable to obtain spaces at their local 
nurseries because of the COVID-19 capacity restrictions. 
 

S5W-33345  
 
Maree Todd: Scotland’s Strategic Framework emphasises the commitment to 
prioritise keeping schools and regulated childcare, including early learning and 
childcare (ELC), open while ensuring the safety of children and young people and 
the staff who have worked hard to keep settings open. This recognises the unique 
impacts of closures on children and young people, and ensures that the virus does 
not prevent them receiving the best start in life. 
 
While the current public health measures set out in the ELC guidance may have 
some impact on capacity, we have removed earlier measures that reduced number 
of children that could be accommodated for in each setting, while maintaining a 
package of age appropriate public health measures based on the latest expert 
advice from the Advisory Sub Group on Education and Children’s Issues. The 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues---advice-on-coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues-advice-on-face-coverings-physical-distancing-and-related-matters/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-and-childcare-services/pages/overview/
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guidance allows services to continue safely, without reducing access even in the 
highest level tier set out in the Strategic Framework. The recent Delivery Assurance 
assessment of 1140 with Local Authorities shows that the ELC guidance is not 
significantly impacting capacity for the sector . 
 
To support the ELC sector the Transitional Support Fund was launched to help day 
care of children providers in the private, voluntary and not-for profit sectors, including 
out-of-school care providers, meet the extra costs incurred to comply with public 
health guidance in response to COVID-19. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether teachers and school staff who were previously shielding should 
attend school in person in areas under Level 4 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework. 
 

S5W-33349 

John Swinney: The Chief Medical Officer wrote to those on the shielding list and 
live within a level 4 area, and those who live work or attend school in a level 4 area. 
The letter sets out the considerations needed to ensure that appropriate 
arrangements can be made to ensure that school staff can attend work, and the 
arrangements that should be made if that is not the case.  
 
The Scottish Government (COVID-19): guidance on reducing the risks in schools 
sets out the position for teachers and school staff on the arrangements which will 
apply when protection level 4 is applied.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the advice to pupils who are shielding not to attend school in 
person in areas under Level 4 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic Framework also 
applies to siblings in the same household. 
 

S5W-33350 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government Guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
shielding advice and support and Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on reducing 
the risks in schools are clear on the arrangements for the attendance at school for 
those shielding at protection level 4. This includes that following an individualised 
risk assessment, taking account of clinical advice, those on the shielding list may be 
able to attend school if appropriate arrangements can be made. The guidance does 
not make any requirements of the siblings of shielding pupils in relation to their 
attendance at school. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/changes-to-shielding-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/changes-to-shielding-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/
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The strategic framework is clear that it is for individuals to make informed decisions 
about the risks and how to balance the benefits of protection with quality of life. 
There is no requirement to distance from family members, or for family members not 
to attend school. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that businesses in the 
catering equipment hire sector are able to access the same COVID-19-related 
business rates relief and hardship support grants as their counterparts in the wider 
hospitality industry. 
 

S5W-33292  
 
Ben Macpherson: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33143 on  
23 November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will verify the authenticity of all COVID-19 test results to ensure the veracity of 
any mass testing and screening that is planned as a means of safely opening up the 
economy. 
 

S5W-33213  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the 
potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on oral health inequalities among 
children. 
 

S5W-33245  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


15 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to provide routine COVID-19 testing for NHS (a) 
dentists and (b) frontline dental practice staff. 
 

S5W-33253  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the NHS Scotland Coronavirus Life Assurance Scheme is 
available to nursing and medical students who are completing clinical placements 
and, if not, whether it will reconsider its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-33255  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the use of so-called health passports, which document 
infection and vaccination status for COVID-19 as part of its economic recovery 
strategy and future pandemic contingency planning, and what impact such an 
approach could have with helping to strengthen the airbridge system. 
 

S5W-33208  
 
Humza Yousaf: As we gather data on how vaccines confer immunity, we will 
explore the potential role of immunity passports.  
 
However, even with a vaccine, Scotland will face restrictions for some time to come. 
This is because not all vaccines prevent transmission and some may instead reduce 
severity of symptoms. Full information about the impact of early Covid vaccines, 
including on whether they could prevent transmission, is not yet available.  
 
Until we know more, we are unable to comment on the impact of immunity passports 
to help strengthen the air bridge system. In the meantime, restrictions will still be 
needed and it is critical that everyone continues to follow FACTS.  
 
As with all our decisions, we will continue to prioritise public health. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the number of (a) passengers and (b) 
ferry staff who travelled from local authorities outside Argyll and Bute to use CalMac 
ferry services since 29 October 2020 (i) from Oban and (ii) between Oban and 
Castlebay, and how many in each category travelled from local authority areas that 
are subject to level (A) 1, (B) 2 and (C) 3 COVID-19 restrictions in Scotland. 
 

S5W-33196  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has not undertaken an assessment on 
this level of information and does not expect CalMac to ask where customers are 
travelling to and from. This is similar to in line with other travel operators. It is for 
individual travellers to ensure they are complying with the restrictions in movements 
between tiers when travelling to or from our islands.  
 
CalMac port staff and vessel crew are classified as essential workers and therefore it 
is permissible for them to travel between Local Authority areas that may be subject 
to tier level 3 or level 4 Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with CalMac Ferries Ltd on 
measures to track and trace (a) passengers and (b) employees during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-33191  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: Transport Scotland is in regular dialogue with CalMac Ferries 
Ltd on a range of issues including Covid-19 procedures. 
 
CalMac follows both NHS advice and Scottish Government guidelines to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus for both their staff and passengers, and have measures 
and mitigations in place to keep passengers and crew safe. On the routes that are 
bookable, CalMac can share the information captured with the NHS if requested. On 
some shorter routes, there is the option for people to stay in their vehicles during 
passage.  
 
Transport Scotland is exploring the feasibility of QR code scanning on ferry journeys, 
to compliment the NHS Test and Protect contact tracing service, and are liaising with 
CalMac to implement a pilot Test and Protect QR code system. 
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David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional funding it has provided to Serco NorthLink Ferries in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and what impact this has had on subsidy 
levels in its (a) 2012-20 and (b) current contract for Northern Isles Ferry Services. 
 

S5W-33199  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: To date the Scottish Government has provided additional 
funding of £7.5m to Serco NorthLink Ferries in order to enable the operator to 
respond to the financial pressures arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
This additional funding allows Serco NorthLink Ferries to cover costs in the face of 
depressed passenger revenues as a result of COVID-19 travel restrictions and 
reduced capacity on their lifeline services. 
 
There is no further forecast impact on the yearly contractual subsidy levels in (a) 
2012-20 and (b) current contract for Northern Isles Ferry Services. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with Serco NorthLink Ferries on 
measures to track and trace (a) passengers and (b) employees during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-33200  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: There is weekly dialogue with Serco NorthLink Ferries (SNF) 
and Transport Scotland on behalf of the Scottish Government in relation to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, including full discussions when there are concerns on Covid-19 
operational issues or guidance has changed.  
 
Due to Maritime Law SNF capture passenger details and engage with relevant 
health authorities to assist in the track and trace process. This robust protocol is not 
unique to Covid-19, but has been used with other health related issues in the past.  
 
All SNF staff have been encouraged, as have our passengers to download the NHS 
Scotland Protect App. Regular briefings reinforce both FACTS message and the 
benefit to society of using the track, trace and isolate protocols. Risk Assessments 
for all staff are regularly reviewed and Covid-19 specific communication chains are in 
place both on board and ashore. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the recent COVID-19 outbreak that was linked with the MV 
Isle of Lewis, what discussions it has had with CalMac Ferries to protect (a) public 
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health, (b) seafarer health and safety and (c) the continuity of lifeline services 
between Oban and Barra. 
 

S5W-33211  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: Transport Scotland officials engaged with CalMac to understand 
whether any lessons could be learned or improvements made to their procedures. 
 
CalMac follow Scottish Government guidelines to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus for both their staff and passengers. They have robust cleaning regimes 
and protocols on-board to protect crew and passengers. These protocols are 
constantly reviewed and updated. 
 
CalMac consulted with NHS Scotland Test and Protect service for advice on crew 
self-isolating requirements. For members of the crew that wanted to protect other 
members of their households, and so not isolate at home, CalMac arranged 
alternative accommodation. 
 
CalMac maintained the continuity of lifeline services between Oban and Barra by 
redirecting the nearby Oban – Lochboisdale service to operate via Barra, and 
published a temporary timetable. In addition, CalMac provided an additional sailing 
on the Barra – Eriskay route for onward connection to Oban. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the levels of access to public transport at the end of 
their shifts for seafarers with (a) CalMac Ferries, (b) Serco NorthLink and (c) private 
ferry operators since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33209  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what analysis it has carried out of the recent COVID-19 outbreak that was linked with 
the MV Isle of Lewis, including how this has impacted on the (a) seafarers affected, 
(b) the onboard crew when the positive tests were returned, (c) the relief crew and 
(d) passengers. 
 

S5W-33210  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Written questions lodged on 30 November 2020 
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S5W-33585 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
introduce measures to exclude false positive polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 
COVID-19 tests of hospital patients through the use of confirmatory testing with 
lateral flow kits. 
S5W-33586 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
who have died as a result of COVID-19 since 1 September 2020 had a post mortem. 
S5W-33587 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of pillar 1 and pillar 2 positive COVID-19 tests on each day 
since 1 September 2020. 
S5W-33588 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
implement antibody testing of everyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19 
since 1 September 2020 in order to confirm that the diagnoses were correct. 
S5W-33589 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what it considers 
the explanation is for the reported fall in all acute respiratory infections since 1 
September 2020 compared with previous years, and what its position is on whether 
there has been a misclassification of any such cases as COVID-19. 
S5W-33590 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government how many patient 
deaths in intensive care units there were between 1 September and 31 October 
2020, and how this compares with each of the previous five years. 
S5W-33591 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, aside from 
statistical modelling in relation to COVID-19, what checks have been carried out to 
ensure that cross-contamination of a negative patient sample by the positive control 
synthetic sequence would not be mistaken for a positive whole genome sequence 
result, and how many control negative patient samples that have been spiked with 
the positive control synthetic sequence prior to the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 
process have had whole genome sequencing. 
S5W-33592 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether positive 
COVID-19 tests for NHS staff that result in them having to self-isolate have 
confirmatory retests performed. 
S5W-33593 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS 
staff who have had to self-isolate due to COVID-19 were (a) symptomatic and (b) 
asymptomatic. 
S5W-33594 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government at what level of 
population infection will the COVID-19 testing strategy change from maximising 
sensitivity to find every possible case in high-volume throughput laboratories to a 
focus on maximising specificity in low-volume laboratories with high levels of quality 
control in order to avoid any risk of false positive over-diagnosis and a pseudo 
epidemic. 
S5W-33595 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what the cycle 
threshold is for the polymerase chain reaction process being used for COVID-19 
tests processed at (a) NHS and (b) Lighthouse Labs laboratories. 
S5W-33596 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether the cycle 
threshold for the polymerase chain reaction process being used by (a) NHS and (b) 
Lighthouse Labs laboratories for COVID-19 tests is known, and when this 
information will be made public, in light of it playing a critical role in diagnosis and the 
development of policy. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33585
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33586
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33587
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33588
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33589
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33590
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33591
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33592
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33593
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33594
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33595
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33596
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S5W-33597 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what measures 
are being taken to validate positive polymerase chain reaction COVID-19 tests with 
an initial value greater than 25, such as a retest after 48 hours and assuming a false 
positive if the cycle threshold is greater than the index sample. 
S5W-33612 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether all allied 
health professionals, who have the necessary prescribing rights and are trained to 
do so, will be utilised to help administer the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-33617 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether knowingly 
discharging COVID-19-positive patients to care homes constitutes a breach of the 
Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974. 
S5W-33618 Angela Constance: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
permitted for employees who reside and work in Level 4 areas to be temporarily 
transferred to work in locations in Level 3 or lower. 
S5W-33625 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will introduce 
daily testing at care homes over the Christmas period to protect residents, staff and 
visitors from an increased risk of COVID-19 transmission. 
S5W-33628 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to the reopening of gyms in Level 4 areas. 
S5W-33629 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether research is 
being carried out that is specific to the effects that gyms have on the spread of 
COVID-19.  
S5W-33630 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether local 
authorities have been instructed to carry out risk assessments on the requirement to 
wear face coverings at school gates.  
S5W-33632 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when it plans to outline 
how it will spend the reported £2.2 billion of remaining unallocated Barnett 
consequentials. 
S5W-33633 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
further funding support to businesses in areas currently subject to Level 4 
restrictions, in light of reports that the Scottish Retail Consortium estimates that non-
food shops will miss out on £270 million in lost revenues over the three weeks of 
restrictions.  
S5W-33637 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what advice has been 
issued to local authorities regarding the working arrangements for pregnant teachers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33638 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of charities now 
being eligible to apply for a temporary closure grant, whether it will backdate grant 
payments to cover the weeks when charities were not deemed eligible for this 
support. 
S5W-33650 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
prioritise end-of-life patients for a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
 
 
Searching for questions and motions 
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While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

