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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 26 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 26 November can be found on pages 11 and 12. 
 
First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19 on 26 November are included at page 10. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 26 November) 

 
Government Initiated Questions 

 
 
Maureen Watt (Aberdeen South and North Kincardine) (Scottish National 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to ensure rail services for 
key workers in the current circumstances while demand is low and unlikely to 
increase in the immediate future. 
 

S5W-33527  
 
Michael Matheson: The Rail Recovery Task Force has been considering how the 
rail industry in Scotland should react to the prevailing Covid-19 situation in line with 
Scottish Government guidelines to provide a robust and reliable train service 
reflective of current passenger needs.  
 
Demand is currently sitting around 15% of pre-covid levels. Following detailed 
consideration of various options it has been agreed it is prudent to reduce services 
to circa 80% of the current timetable from 13 December 2020. Some changes on the 
Edinburgh – Glasgow route will begin on 30 November. 
 
Using a targeted approach, ScotRail will deliver enough seats to allow customers to 
travel safely while providing an increased level of resilience for their staff, particularly 
as they may be required to mitigate any potential reduction in staff numbers due to 
the impacts of COVID-19. 
 
The services being removed are those with the lowest passenger numbers, or 
travelling in the opposite direction to peak flows. We have also asked ScotRail to 
demonstrate that their removal is unlikely to have a significant impact on 
passengers. Other considerations have included previous intelligence about services 
used by key workers, such as travel to stations near hospitals, as well as whether or 
not alternative services are available within a reasonable time period either side of 
the removed service. 
 
This decision has been discussed with unions and passenger groups. It will be kept 
under review on an ongoing basis to enable services to be increased if required. 
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George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation that is in 
place. 
 

S5W-33579 

John Swinney: Amending Regulations have today been made to the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020, these Regulations allow students to return home at the end of 
term 1 of academic year 2020-21. The Regulations permit an “end of term 
household” to be formed and also allow travel across different areas if the purpose is 
to facilitate the formation of an end of term household. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/400/contents/made.  
 
Guidance is also available at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-student-home-visits/pages/end-of-term-2020/. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 

 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32371 by Jenny Gilruth on 3 
November 2020, who was invited to participate in the roundtable with academics 
from partner countries and the UK on approaches to international development; 
whether it will publish a list of those individuals who attended, and how the invite list 
was determined. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether tighter COVID-19 measures will be put in place for the 
busier Christmas shopping period to ensure that supermarkets can protect their staff. 
 

S5W-33258  
 
Jamie Hepburn: There are well-established measures in place for supermarkets 
with many now standard operating practice. These include ensuring there is a two 
metre distance between customers; limiting the numbers of customers in stores at 
any one time; managing customer movement within stores through using one way 
systems; mandatory face coverings for customers and staff, including for staff 
communal areas; barriers and screens at checkouts; and enhanced cleaning and 
hygiene measures. All of these measures are contained in the Scottish 
Government’s Retail Sector Guidance which was co-developed in consultation with 
industry and trades unions. 
 
As the Christmas shopping period stores will be markedly busier it is vitally important 
to ensure the safety of both staff and customers that existing measures are followed 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/400/contents/made
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-student-home-visits/pages/end-of-term-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-student-home-visits/pages/end-of-term-2020/
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and customer compliance is encouraged through the Scottish Government’s FACTS 
campaign. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the grants awarded to non-essential retail businesses required to close 
under the level 4 restrictions will reflect the loss of income that might have been 
generated as a result of sales in the run up to Christmas. 
 

S5W-33306  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Over £2.3 billion of business support has been made available so 
far to help businesses counter the impact of COVID-19. We will continue to do 
everything we can to support businesses in these unprecedented and challenging 
circumstances. This includes through the provision of grant funding through the 
Strategic Framework Business Support scheme, access to non-domestic rates relief 
and through UK Government supportive measures such as the Job Retention 
Scheme and Self-Employment Support. Non-essential retail business in Level 4 
areas can continue to sell goods using on-line, click and collect and telephone 
ordering services. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason non-essential retail is to close under the level 4 restrictions, in light 
of reports that the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) has assessed 
that the impact on transmission of the closure of non-essential retail was "low’" and 
has "very minimal impact on R values". 
 

S5W-33304 

Jamie Hepburn: The Strategic Framework sets out a "whole system approach" to 
supressing the virus while seeking to minimise its broader harms. Level four 
measures are close to full lockdown to provide a short and sharp suppression of the 
virus. It is the overall package of measures, as opposed to any one measure 
individually, which has this effect. We know how difficult the measures are for 
businesses and have weighed up the transmission risk in different settings and 
activities as well as the impacts on broader health and well-being, society and the 
economy. 
 
The evidence used to support decision making is available at 
https://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/detail.html. We will keep the protective 
measures in all levels under review to ensure that they remain necessary and 
proportionate to address the ongoing public health emergency.  
 
We will continue to do everything we can to support businesses in these 
unprecedented and challenging circumstances, including through the provision of 
grant funding through the Strategic Framework Business Support scheme, access to 
non-domestic rates relief and through UK Government supportive measures such as 
the Job Retention Scheme and Self-Employment Support. More information can be 

https://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/detail.html
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found on the Find Business Support website. This website and local authority 
websites were updated on 13 November to allow eligible businesses to apply. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will update the COVID-19 guidance on the delivery of in-
person private music tuition that is not covered in the school-based guidance, 
including for woodwind and brass instruments. 
 

S5W-33259 

Maree Todd: In light of the publication of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Scotland's 
Strategic Framework on 23 October 2020, the Coronavirus (COVID-19): organised 
activities for children guidance for organised activities and services for children was 
updated on 12 November 2020. The guidance is not an instruction for all services 
and activities to open up at this time, since this will be based on the requirements 
that need to be met, relevant to each individual delivery setting. Private providers 
should read this guidance in conjunction with guidance for small businesses: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): small and micro businesses guidance 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of COVID-19 restrictions, whether the length of 
time that new mothers can receive free dental treatment will be extended. 
 

S5W-33228  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32875 on  
11 November 2020. The answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
32489 by Joe FitzPatrick on 9 November 2020, how many (a) people aged 65 and 
over, (b) people who have an eligible health condition, (c) pregnant women and (d) 
healthcare workers are eligible for the flu vaccination, also broken down by how 
many have received the vaccination to date. 
 

S5W-33204 

Joe FitzPatrick: The expanded flu vaccination programme began on 1 October. The 
eligible cohorts for the flu vaccination and the working planning assumptions are 
detailed in the table below. 
 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro-businesses-guidance/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Scottish Government officials are working closely with Health Boards to monitor 
vaccine uptake amongst eligible cohorts. A weekly report on seasonal influenza 
activity in Scotland is published on the Public Health Scotland website: 
 
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-
report-18-november-2020/ 
 

Category 

Eligible 
Cohort 

Working Planning 
Assumptions 

vaccinated 

number % number % 

65 years and over 1064075 798056 75% 

data collection 
started 

At Risk 782711 587033 75% 

Carers 47463 35597 75% 

Pregnant without risk 34871 26153 75% 

pre-school 141157 91752 65% 

Primary School 404763 303572 75% 

Healthcare Worker 152021 91213 60% 

Social care Worker 
(new) 133150 79890 60% 

55 to 64 year olds 
(new) 674788 438612 65% 

Total 3434999 2451879  

 
This data is provided by Public Health Scotland. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish details of how many people who 
have died in their own home from COVID-19-related conditions in  each week since 
23 March 2020 had been moved from a (a) hospital and (b) care home setting, and, 
if this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will 
consider gathering and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33235  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19-related mortality 
rate for people who have died in their own home for each week since 23 March 
2020, and what proportion of all deaths related to the pandemic this represents, also 
broken down by the number of these deaths (a) that were directly attributed to the 
virus at the time of death and (b) where the presence of the virus recorded on the 
death certificate, and, if this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests 
of transparency, it will consider gathering and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33234  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-report-18-november-2020/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-report-18-november-2020/
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Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish details of home many hospital 
patients who have died from COVID-19-related conditions in each week since 23 
March 2020 had been moved from a care home setting, and, if this information is not 
held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering and 
publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33233  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19-related mortality 
rate for hospital patients for each week since 23 March 2020, and what proportion of 
all deaths related to the pandemic this represents, also broken down by the number 
of these deaths (a) that were directly attributed to the virus at the time of death and 
(b) where the presence of the virus recorded on the death certificate, and, if this 
information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will 
consider gathering and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33232  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish details of how many care home 
residents who have died from COVID-19-related conditions in each week since 23 
March 2020 had been moved from a hospital setting, and, if this information is not 
held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering and 
publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33231  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19-related mortality 
rate for care home residents for each week since 23 March 2020, and what 
proportion of all deaths related to the pandemic this represents, also broken down by 
the number of these deaths (a) that were directly attributed to the virus at the time of 
death and (b) were the presence of the virus recorded on the death certificate, and, if 
this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will 
consider gathering and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33230  
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people work in care home settings of any 
nature or provide in-home social care to older or vulnerable people; (a) how many 
and (b) what percentage of these staff have had asymptotic testing for COVID-19; 
how often this testing has taken place, and what percentage of tests have been 
positive. 
 

S5W-33195  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19-related mortality 
rate for each week since 23 March 2020, also broken down by the number of deaths 
(a) that were directly attributed to the virus at the time of death and (b) where the 
presence of the virus was recorded on the death certificate and, if this information is 
not held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering 
and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33183  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it would consider increasing the person limit for 
wedding ceremonies, especially in levels 1 and 2, as a way to support the wedding 
industry. 
 

S5W-33289  
 
Ash Denham: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of marriage and 
civil partnership to couples and to society more widely. Whilst our priority is public 
health, we know that the wide range of businesses operating in the wedding sector 
have been significantly affected. 
 
Gatherings for weddings fulfil many of the high-risk criteria for transmission of the 
virus which is most strongly associated with close and prolonged contact in indoor 
environments. The protection levels approach of our Strategic Framework sets out 
proportionate action to address the harm from the virus whilst acknowledging the 
wider health, social and economic harms. 
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This means that, at all protection levels, special provision has been made for 
marriage ceremonies to continue as an exception to the restrictions affecting social 
gatherings. The numbers permitted to attend wedding ceremonies in areas affected 
by Levels 1-4 is set at 20 and is set at 50 if an area moves into Level 0. Exceptions 
at Levels 2 and 3 also allow for regulated venues hosting receptions to continue to 
serve alcohol and to remain open longer so that receptions can continue. 
 
There is also a comprehensive package of financial support from the UK 
Government and the Scottish Government for businesses to mitigate the impacts of 
the restrictions. Subsequent to the regulations supporting the Strategic Framework 
commencing on 2nd November, there have been changes to the financial support 
package. New Scottish Government financial support will apply across all the 
relevant levels and will provide grants for eligible businesses required to close by 
law, as well as for businesses that remain open but are specifically required to 
modify their operations by protection measures.  
 
The Scottish Government continues to listen to concerns from businesses and 
consider these as we regularly review the restrictions and guidance in place. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the scientific evidence that it has 
received to determine the relationship between (a) the presence of alcohol and (b) 
responsible alcohol consumption in hospitality settings and the spread and 
prevalence of COVID-19, including the direct link of the impact on this of the different 
opening hours restrictions set out in the Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-33182 

Fergus Ewing: Not all alcohol consumption is irresponsible and the levels approach 
makes allowance for this, particularly at level 2 and below. However, the disinhibiting 
effect of alcohol on behaviours is already well understood. It can pose a risk to 
adherence in relation to guidance and rules for hospitality, in particular physical 
distancing, which is essential in the current context. Restrictive hours, coupled with 
no alcohol at level 3, is intended to reduce the amount of time people spend in 
hospitality as we know environments where people congregate is where the virus is 
more likely to spread. This is covered in the recent Impact Assessment for hospitality 
measures. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with Serco NorthLink Ferries on 
measures to track and trace (a) passengers and (b) employees during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/resources
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S5W-33200  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional funding it has provided to Serco NorthLink Ferries in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and what impact this has had on subsidy 
levels in its (a) 2012-20 and (b) current contract for Northern Isles Ferry Services. 
 

S5W-33199  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with CalMac Ferries Ltd regarding the 
RMT’s consultation of its members on industrial action in response to the breakdown 
of annual pay negotiations earlier in November 2020. 
 

S5W-33198  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the number of (a) passengers and (b) 
ferry staff who travelled from local authorities outside Argyll and Bute to use CalMac 
ferry services since 29 October 2020 (i) from Oban and (ii) between Oban and 
Castlebay, and how many in each category travelled from local authority areas that 
are subject to level (A) 1, (B) 2 and (C) 3 COVID-19 restrictions in Scotland. 
 

S5W-33196  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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First Minister’s Questions selected for answer on 26 November 2020 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in the Chamber. (S5F-04588) 

3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in the Chamber. (S5F-04589) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in the Chamber. (S5F-04590) 

7. James Kelly: To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish Government is 
taking to address concerns that COVID-19 rates are higher in areas with greater 
poverty and deprivation. (S5F-04597) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

Portfolio questions relating to COVID-19 on 26 November 2020 

Health and Sport 

1. Kenneth Gibson: To ask the Scottish Government what the impact on Scotland 
might be of the UK health secretary not ruling out mandatory COVID-19 vaccination, 
and to what extent it considers that such a position could be exploited by conspiracy 
theorists and so-called anti-vaxxers. (S5O-04793) 

2. Tom Arthur: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with 
amateur football organisations regarding the current COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-
04794) 

4. Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how it will respond to 
reports of increases in mental ill health as a result of the pandemic and the 
restrictions. (S5O-04796) 

5. Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had 
with NHS Forth Valley regarding capacity planning at the Forth Valley Royal Hospital 
Intensive Care Unit, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04797) 

6. Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government how people with chronic health 
conditions are being supported to access GP services, in light of the added 
pressures resulting from COVID-19. (S5O-04798) 

7. Andy Wightman: To ask the Scottish Government whether it collects data on the 
settings where COVID-19 is being transmitted within each local authority and, if so, 
whether it will publish this. (S5O-04799) 

8. Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Government to what extent the suppression of 
COVID-19 infection rates has been impacted by licensing restrictions. (S5O-04800) 

 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04588
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04589
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04590
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04597
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12969
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04793
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04794
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04794
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04796
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04797
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04798
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04799
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04800
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12969


11 
 

Written questions lodged on 26 November 2020 

S5W-33533 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government, what steps it is taking to 
implement the terms of motion S5M-23385, which was agreed by the Parliament on 
18 November 2020, including recruiting an additional 2,000 full-time teachers and 
making regular COVID-19 testing for asymptomatic staff and senior pupils widely 
available. 
S5W-33537 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to ensure that its emergency COVID-19 legislation does not enhance inequalities. 
S5W-33543 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that young women are not disproportionally affected by the 
economic consequences of COVID-19, and what its response is to analysis by the 
Women’s Budget Group, which suggests that young women are disproportionately 
employed in the economic sectors that have been most impacted by lockdown 
measures. 
S5W-33544 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of reports that it 
plans to support the Scottish Youth Parliament, YouthLink Scotland and Young Scot 
to deliver a “Lockdown Lowdown 2” survey on face coverings, and work with Public 
Health Scotland on a similar survey of children under seven, what the terms of 
reference are for this work, and how it will use the findings of these surveys to 
assess the impact of face coverings on young people. 
S5W-33545 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of studies 
conducted by Public Health England that have identified a higher death rate from 
COVID-19 among people with learning disabilities, whether it has conducted any 
similar studies in Scotland and, if not, what assessment it has made of (a) the 
number of deaths from COVID-19 among people with learning disabilities compared 
with the general population and (b) any other increased risk for such people in 
relation to the ongoing pandemic. 
S5W-33548 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether people with learning disabilities should be included in the COVID-19 "at risk" 
category and supported to shield. 
S5W-33549 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether people with 
learning disabilities will be prioritised for the COVID-19 vaccine in the earlier waves 
of its delivery. 
S5W-33550 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
the scientific evidence regarding the transmission of COVID-19 on which it based its 
decision to close gyms in areas subject to Level 4 restrictions. 
S5W-33551 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether unpaid 
carers who are not in receipt of Carer's Allowance for whatever reason will be eligible 
for the COVID-19 vaccine in the first wave of delivery and, if so, how will they be 
identified. 
S5W-33555 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
COVID-19 vaccines available in Scotland will be safe for use by pregnant women 
and, if so, whether they will be prioritised in the earlier waves of the vaccines' 
delivery. 
S5W-33558 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
chiropractors will be classed as healthcare workers and included in the first wave of 
delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33533
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33537
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33543
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33544
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33545
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33548
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33549
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33550
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33551
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33555
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33558
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S5W-33559 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support it 
has provided to people living with Down’s syndrome, and their carers, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33560 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government on what dates it has met 
Down's Syndrome Scotland in 2020, and what was discussed. 
S5W-33561 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what research it has carried 
out on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on people with Down’s syndrome, and 
whether the mortality risk from the virus for people with this condition is higher 
than that for the general population. 
S5W-33563 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what prioritisation it will give 
to offering people with Down’s syndrome access to any COVID-19 vaccine, and 
what differences there will be in this prioritisation between children and adults with 
the condition. 
S5W-33564 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what prioritisation it will give 
to offering the carers of people with Down’s syndrome access to any COVID-19 
vaccine, and what differences there will be in this prioritisation between the carers of 
children and adults with the condition. 
S5W-33567 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government on what date the 
new £30 million fund to support taxi drivers and other people previously missed by 
other support packages will open for applications. 
S5W-33568 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether there have 
been any changes to the eligibility criteria for businesses applying to the COVID-19 
Strategic Framework Business Fund compared with those for the COVID-19 
Restrictions Fund. 
S5W-33569 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many applications 
were made to the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund, and how many were (a) successful 
and (b) unsuccessful. 
S5W-33570 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £48 
million allocated in part to the COVID-19 (a) Restrictions Fund and (b) Business 
Hardship Fund has been spent, broken down by local authority. 
S5W-33571 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
allocated to the Strategic Framework Business Fund. 
S5W-33572 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how much funding was 
available through the Hotel Recovery Programme, and how many grant applications 
were (a) received and (b) successful, broken down by local authority area. 
S5W-33574 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance will be 
issued to (a) home carers, (b) district nurses and (c) emergency workers required to 
enter private homes when the COVID-19 restrictions are eased over the festive 
period. 
S5W-33580 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
expand the extended household policy to include parents with children under one 
who might require extra support from other family members. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33559
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33560
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33561
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33563
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33564
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33567
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33568
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33569
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33570
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33571
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33572
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33574
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33580
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

