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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 23 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 23 November can be found on page 13 and 14 of 
this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 23 November) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review of border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-33481 

Humza Yousaf: We have reviewed the border health measures closely over the last 
three weeks and have assessed that there remains a requirement for them to remain 
in place to reduce the risk of imported transmission and safeguard health. We continue 
to keep countries under review and where there is clear evidence we will not hesitate 
to make changes to our country specific exemptions list. 
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation that is in place. 
 

S5W-33488 

John Swinney: Amending Regulations have today been made to the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020, which will move East Lothian from Level 3 to Level 2 of the Strategic 
Framework with effect from 6:00 am on 24 November 2020. 

The Regulations have been published at https://www.gov.scot/publications/health-
protection-coronavirus-restrictions-and-requirements-local-levels-scotland-
amendment-no-4-regulations-2020/. 
 
Unfortunately there has been an increase in case numbers and test positivity in 
Midlothian over the last few days. In view of this, the clinical and public health advice 
is that it would not be appropriate to move to Midlothian to Level 2 at this time, this 
decision will be kept under regular review. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-and-requirements-local-levels-scotland-amendment-no-4-regulations-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-and-requirements-local-levels-scotland-amendment-no-4-regulations-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-and-requirements-local-levels-scotland-amendment-no-4-regulations-2020/
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Updated data and analysis will be published on www.gov.scot tomorrow as part of the 
weekly review of the levels allocation. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the catering equipment hire sector is not eligible for 
COVID-19 business (a) support grants and (b) rates relief. 
 

S5W-33143 

Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government recognises that this is an extremely 
difficult time for businesses across Scotland. From the outset we have been explicit 
that we are utilising every penny of the UK Government’s business support 
consequential funding to support businesses in Scotland, and we have delivered a 
package of financial support to help as many businesses as possible. In designing 
non-domestic rates reliefs as part of this package of financial support, we had to 
balance helping as many businesses as possible against affordability. 
 
The rates reliefs are set out in The Non-Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020. This includes a universal 1.6% relief available to all non-
domestic properties, and a 100% relief for properties in the Retail, Hospitality, Leisure 
and Airport sectors that meet the qualifying purpose or purposes specified in the 
classes in schedule 1 of the Regulations as amended. Non-domestic rates are 
administered by local authorities, and the interpretation of the relevant legislation and 
the awarding of reliefs is a matter for them.  
 
Together our rates relief package and the initial Business Support Grant Scheme, 
introduced in March 2020, in the early stages of the pandemic delivered financial 
support worth £2.3 billion to assist businesses in these challenging times. Properties 
occupied by the catering equipment hire sector may also have been eligible for the 
Business Support Grant Funds where they met the eligibility criteria set out in Scottish 
Government guidance. The funds were open to applications until 10 July.  
 
Further support is now available, and the Strategic Framework set out the Scottish 
Government's package of business support measures from 2 November which offers 
grants for businesses required to close by law, and those businesses that remain open 
but are required by law to modify their operations.  
 
We continue to seek the funding and powers we require to support Scottish 
businesses through this pandemic, and to engage with specific sectors who may face 
unique impacts and consider how best to provide help and support. 
 

http://www.gov.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support it is making available to long-stay airport car 
parking businesses that have been affected by the reported drop in airport passenger 
numbers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33158 

Ben Macpherson: We recognise the scale of the global challenge affecting the 
aviation sector, including the wider supply chain who are also impacted by the effect 
of the Covid-19 pandemic on route networks. 

We are therefore working with airports on route recovery, to help rebuild connectivity 
for business and tourism and win back routes. The re-establishment of previously 
operated routes, and the return of the passengers who use these, will help support the 
wider supply chain who serve the aviation industry. 
 
All non-domestic properties will benefit from a 1.6% universal relief in 2020-21. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason long-stay car parking businesses servicing 
airports are excluded from receiving 100% rates relief for retail, hospitality and leisure 
businesses under the Non-Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020. 
 

S5W-33159 

Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government recognises that this is an extremely 
difficult time for businesses across Scotland. From the outset we have been explicit 
that we are utilising every penny of the UK Government’s business support 
consequential funding to support businesses in Scotland, and we have delivered a 
package of financial support to help as many businesses as possible. In designing 
non-domestic rates reliefs as part of this package of financial support, we had to 
balance helping as many businesses as possible against affordability. All non-
domestic properties will benefit from a 1.6% universal relief in 2020-21 and 100% relief 
is available for properties in the Retail, Hospitality, Leisure and Airport sectors. 

Under the Non-Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 the 
relief is available to properties used as airports specified in schedule 2, to properties 
situated at an airport used wholly or mainly to provide one or more handling services, 
and to those properties occupied by Loganair Ltd. The administration of non-domestic 
rates reliefs is a matter for local authorities.  
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has regarding how much rates relief support 
has been provided to Edinburgh Airport Ltd during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
whether this support has covered its short- and long-term car parking operations. 
 

S5W-33160 

Ben Macpherson: A breakdown of the relief by Scottish airport is available at the 
following link: http://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000039712/. 
 
Under the Non-Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 the 
relief is available to properties used as airports specified in schedule 2, to properties 
situated at an airport used wholly or mainly to provide one or more handling services, 
and to those properties occupied by Loganair Ltd. The administration of non-domestic 
rates reliefs is a matter for local authorities.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what date the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport first became 
aware of plans by NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and any other NHS boards to 
prioritise flu vaccinations for over-65s by youngest to oldest. 
 

S5W-32727 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Immunisation & Recall System (SIRS) is an IT 
programme designed for arranging childhood vaccinations, and quite properly calls 
the youngest first.  
 
SIRS was employed by NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde to arrange appointments for 
this year’s seasonal flu vaccine, which initially led to over-65s being invited for 
immunisation from youngest to oldest. This approach is not appropriate for seasonal 
flu where we need to prioritise the oldest and most-at-risk patients first. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary was made aware of the issues with the SIRS system used by 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde on 13 October. Following an intervention from the 
Cabinet Secretary, the Scottish Government now has received assurances that 
changes have been made to the way the SIRS system is operating. It can now be 
used to call the oldest first and that the issue has been resolved. 
 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde has formally apologised for any distress that may 
have been caused by the issues with SIRS, and has confirmed that, as of the 30th of 
October, all vaccination invitation letters to the over-65s for the Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde area have been posted. 
 
 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000039712/
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Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to ensure that older and vulnerable people in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland 
are able to receive a flu vaccination within close proximity to their home. 
 

S5W-32731 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Seasonal Flu Immunisation Programme helps to protect the 
most vulnerable and alleviate pressure on the NHS. This will be more important than 
ever this year, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. Responsibility for delivering the 
Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020-21 rests with Health Boards and Integration Authorities. 
NHS Scotland Boards will use the delivery model which is most suitable for their local 
circumstances, whilst maintaining a COVID-safe environment and maximising 
efficiency. This is a change from previous years, where GP practices, took the lead 
role in providing flu immunisations. 
 
The need to maintain good infection prevention & control practices and appropriate 
physical distancing measures at this time will make it hard for general practice to 
deliver the flu immunisation programme to the levels of previous years. The impact of 
not delivering those levels this year is likely to be even more significant than it would 
otherwise be: the wider Health and Social Care system is still recovering from the 
impact of the pandemic, there may also be a resurgence of COVID-19 and widely 
prevalent flu symptoms would require more testing for the coronavirus. For most 
Health Boards, delivering this will require making best use of their GPs as well other 
clinical resources which can be deployed. 
 
The Scottish Government has also written to all Health Board Chief Executives, 
highlighting the importance of resourcing the seasonal flu vaccination service, 
including ensuring individuals contacting them for an appointment are offered 
alternatives in the event there were any difficulties in them travelling to the venue they 
are offered. 
 
Jane Grant, Chief Executive of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde wrote a letter to the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport, Ms Jeane Freeman on 29 October outlining 
the additional measures NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde are taking to support the 
most vulnerable by providing additional resourcing at the vaccination centres and 
collaboration with the local pharmacies to utilise capacity for those who are unable to 
travel. In the cases where a patient has mobility issues or is housebound, they can be 
vaccinated by their district nursing team as in previous years. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether (a) professional bodies and (b) third sector organisations will be able to join 
the National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation. 
 

S5W-32987 
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Joe FitzPatrick: The framework on recovery and rehabilitation from COVID-19 puts 
in place clear principles, priorities and objectives to support planning to meet 
increasing demand and to provide high quality person-centred rehabilitation in different 
settings.  
 
This work is being led by Carolyn McDonald, our Chief Allied Health Professions 
Officer, supported by a newly appointed Allied Health Professions Advisor for 
Rehabilitation, to provide leadership and advice in delivering the plan across Scotland.  
 
The next steps include establishing a National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation to 
provide expert advice to the Scottish Government and support leadership in NHS 
Boards and Integration Authorities. 
 
It is anticipated that this work will closely align to existing rehabilitation pathways and 
strategies, developing a Once for Scotland Approach providing a practical, accessible 
strategy to deliver quality rehabilitation to everyone who needs it. 
 
We expect the National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation to be established by the end 
of the year. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-31664 by Joe FitzPatrick on 23 September 
2020, whether a date has been agreed for the reopening of NHS pain clinic services 
to allow people to resume treatment. 
 

S5W-33100 

Joe FitzPatrick: On 24 September the Scottish Government published a Recovery 
Framework for Pain Management which set out clearly that pain management services 
should be considered essential in NHS Health Board remobilisation planning. The 
Scottish Government has consistently made clear that we will provide the necessary 
funding across health and care services to recognise the additional costs of 
responding to COVID-19 and to ensure that patient safety remains the top priority at 
all times. On 29 September the Scottish Government confirmed additional funding of 
£1.1 billion across NHS Boards and Social Care Partnerships to help them meet 
COVID-19 related costs and remobilisation of services 
 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its announcement in May 2020 of £150,000 being allocated for 
"an enhanced offer of residential rehab to people leaving prison during the pandemic 
to support their recovery", how many people have been admitted for this purpose. 
 

S5W-33109 
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Joe FitzPatrick: Between 3 May 2020 and 16 November 2020, 8 people have been 
referred to residential rehabilitation as part of the early release protocol and pathway. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it monitors the number of individuals asked to undertake repeat 
periods of self-isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether it considers 
there is a need for further support for these individuals. 
 

S5W-33014 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: We are aware that if someone is identified as a close 
contact of a positive case on multiple occasions, they may have to self-isolate more 
than once. The Scottish Government does not hold data about the monitoring of 
individuals who have been asked to undertake multiple periods of self-isolation.  
 
No matter how many times a person is asked to self-isolate through Test and Protect, 
there is always support available for those who need this. 
 
We do not underestimate how big a challenge this will be for some people and so we 
are providing financial support to people on low incomes who are asked to self-isolate. 
Workers on low incomes who are in receipt of low income benefits, and would lose 
income through self-isolation, can apply for a £500 payment if they are asked to self-
isolate by contact tracers, including on multiple occasions if necessary. In partnership 
with Local Authorities, we have also launched a Local Self-Isolation Assistance 
Service which will proactively get support to the people self-isolating who are likely to 
need it. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-30900 by Michael Matheson on 25 August 
2020, whether it will provide an update on the information that was provided regarding 
its support for the bus industry in response to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32726 

Michael Matheson: To date, the Scottish Government has provided, or announced 
funding totalling £35.8 million of capital and £357.5 million of resource during the 
COVID-19 period to the bus industry through a number of programmes which are 
detailed in the following tables. Where available, the conditions placed on these 
funding streams are set out and the links provided. 
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Funding provided 
 

Name Type: 
Resource / 

Capital 

Purpose Conditions 

National 
Concessionar
y Travel 
Scheme 

Resource - 
£55.2 million 
paid 
between 2 
March and 6 
November 
2020 

Reimbursing 
bus operators 
for journeys 
made under 
the National 
Concessionar
y Travel 
Scheme 
(NCTS) for 
older and 
disabled 
people and 
the Young 
People's 
Scheme for 
eligible 
holders of the 
Young Scot 
National 
Entitlement 
Card. 

The conditions and reimbursement 
terms for the older and disabled 
people's scheme are in the legislation 
establishing it, in particular the 
National Bus Travel Concession 
Scheme for Older and Disabled 
Persons (Scotland) Order 2006 (as 
amended) and the National Bus Travel 
Concession Scheme for Older and 
Disabled Persons (Eligible Persons 
and Eligible Services) (Scotland) Order 
2006. 
 
The Young People's Scheme is a non-
statutory arrangement in which 
participating bus operators give eligible 
young people 1/3 off single fares and 
are reimbursed the difference. More 
details are at 
www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary
-travel/young-scot-national-entitlement-
card/ 
 

Covid-19 
Support Grant 
(CSG) 

Resource - 
£151.0 
million paid 
between 2 
March and 6 
November 
2020 

Maintaining 
operators' 
funding at the 
levels forecast 
before Covid-
19 for National 
Concessionar
y Travel 
Scheme 
(NCTS) and 
Bus Service 
Operators' 
Grant (BSOG) 
in order to 
maintain 
essential bus 

Information on CSG is published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant 
 
Participating bus operators sign up to 
conditions through grant agreements 
or public service contracts. 
 
Paid to participating bus operators on 
a four weekly basis and in arrears. 

http://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/young-scot-national-entitlement-card/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/young-scot-national-entitlement-card/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/young-scot-national-entitlement-card/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant
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services and 
support the 
future viability 
of bus 
operators. 
 

Covid-19 
Support Grant 
- Restart 
(CSG-R) 

Resource - 
£98.7 million 
(subject to 
change due 
to 
reconciliatio
n process) 
paid 
between 22 
June and 17 
November 
2020. 
This spend 
is from the 
up to £109.7 
million 
available 
between 22 
June to 8 
November to 
increase bus 
service 
mileage 

Additional 
funding to 
support the 
remobilisation 
of buses and 
increased 
service levels 
with physical 
distancing 
measures in 
place.  

Information on CSG-R is published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant 
 
Participating bus operators sign up to 
conditions through public service 
contracts. 
 
Paid to participating operators on a 
four weekly basis and in arrears. 
 

Low Carbon 
Economy 
funding - 
Research and 
Development 
funding to 
Alexander 
Dennis 
Limited 

Capital - 
£7.0 million, 
£5.0 million 
of which was 
expedited 
during 
COVID-19 
period of an 
overall £10.0 
million grant 
awarded by 
Scottish 
Enterprise 
(funded by 
Transport 

Supporting a 
£29 million 
ADL 
investment 
over 2 years 
centred on 
new 
technologies 
(including 
hydrogen), 
next 
generation 
battery 
powered 
vehicles; and 
high capacity, 

Subject to the normal Scottish 
Enterprise terms and conditions. 
 
The details of the grant were placed in 
the EU Transparency Register. 

http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant
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Funding Announced 
 

Scotland) in 
2019. 
 

fast-loading 
vehicles. 

Low Carbon 
Economy 
funding - 
Research and 
Development 
funding to 
Alexander 
Dennis 
Limited 

Capital - 
£73,000 
grant from 
Scottish 
Enterprise 
(funded by 
Transport 
Scotland) 

Supporting the 
development 
and testing of 
retrofitted on-
bus equipment 
and 
passenger 
protection 
from Covid-19 
infection, in 
turn to enable 
the carriage of 
more 
passengers on 
buses whilst 
physical 
distancing 
guidance in 
place. 
 

Subject to the normal Scottish 
Enterprise terms and conditions. 

Name Type: 
Resource / 

Capital 

Purpose Conditions 

Bus Priority 
Rapid 
Deployment 
Fund 
(BPRDF) 

Capital - 
£10.0 
million in 
the financial 
year 2020-
21 

To enable local 
authorities and 
the bus industry 
to implement 
temporary bus 
priority 
measures 

The criteria are published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/bus-priority-rapid-
deployment-fund/ 
 

Bus 
Emissions 
Abatement 
Retrofit 
(BEAR) 
Scheme 
Phase 3 

Capital - 
£9.75 
million in 
the financial 
year 2020-
21 

Support bus 
operators to 
reduce nitrogen 
dioxide (NOx) 
and particulate 
matter (PM) 
emissions of 
existing fleet 

Conditions for obtaining funding are 
published at  
https://www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/scottish-bus-
emissions-abatement-retrofit-fund/ 
 

http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/bus-priority-rapid-deployment-fund/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/bus-priority-rapid-deployment-fund/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/bus-priority-rapid-deployment-fund/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-bus-emissions-abatement-retrofit-fund/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-bus-emissions-abatement-retrofit-fund/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-bus-emissions-abatement-retrofit-fund/
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Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it is considering proposals such as a period of (a) free 
bus journeys for all, (b) off-peak rail travel all day and (c) free train travel at weekends 
to encourage people back into the habit of using transport services. 
 

S5W-32884 

Michael Matheson: Supporting the resurgence of a vibrant public transport network 
will be a vital step in the COVID recovery. While physical distancing remains in place 
capacity will continue to be restricted, and the higher Tiers of the Strategic Framework 
discourage unnecessary use of public transport. Once the pandemic has passed, 
encouraging a return to public transport will be a key component of the economic 
recovery, and a key way to help achieve climate change targets. Over the coming 

vehicles through 
the installation of 
accredited 
retrofit 
technology. 

Scottish 
Ultra-Low 
Emission 
Bus Scheme 
(SULEBS) 

Capital - 
£9.0 million 
in the 
financial 
year 2020-
21 

To increase the 
number of ultra-
low emission 
buses on local 
registered bus 
services.  

The criteria are published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/scottish-ultra-low-
emission-bus-scheme/ 
 

Covid-19 
Support 
Grant - 
Restart 
(CSG-R) 

Resource - 
up to £52.6 
million 
available 
between 9 
November 
and 17 
January 
2021 

This extends the 
support of up to 
£109.7 million 
provided to 
increase bus 
services 
between 22 June 
to 8 November 
for bus operators 
to maintain bus 
service mileage 
from 9 
November until 
17 January with 
physical 
distancing 
measures in 
place. 
 

Information on CSG-R as provided in 
the table above. 

http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-ultra-low-emission-bus-scheme/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-ultra-low-emission-bus-scheme/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-ultra-low-emission-bus-scheme/
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months we will be exploring a range of options for the future of all modes of public 
transport. 
 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what monitoring and evaluation there will be of Spaces for People 
measures in each local authority that has received funding from the programme. 
 

S5W-33119 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government introduced the Spaces for People 
programme with the key aim to protect public health during the Covid-19 emergency. 
 
Local schemes are the responsibility of individual local authorities. Sustrans Scotland, 
who administer the Spaces for People programme, is providing guidance on 
monitoring as part of a package of support offered to local authorities and public bodies 
for individual projects. 
. 
A national monitoring and evaluation framework for Spaces for People has been 
developed by Sustrans Scotland in partnership with the Society of Chief Officers of 
Transportation in Scotland. This framework sets out the evaluation criteria and will 
form the basis of a full programme evaluation. 
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Written questions lodged on 23 November 2020 

S5W-33442 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government when it will confirm at 
what time on 11 December 2020 the Level 4 COVID-19 restrictions will end. 
S5W-33444 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
travelling to an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting in an area within a different COVID-
19 protection level would be allowed under the current travel regulations. 
S5W-33462 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government on what date the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey began in Scotland; how this 
compares with other parts of the UK, and, if there were different commencement 
dates, what the reason was for this. 
S5W-33463 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what role it has in the 
oversight and operation of the fieldwork for the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS 
Infection Survey being conducted by the ONS and the University of Oxford on its 
behalf. 
S5W-33464 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it makes a 
contribution to the costs of the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey, and, 
if so, how much, and what the total cost of the survey is. 
S5W-33465 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to it stating that 
response rates for the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey were "higher 
than initially expected", whether it will provide details of what this involved, and what 
implications this had for the operation of the survey. 
S5W-33466 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government how many households 
were invited to participate in the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey; 
how many of these households agreed to participate (a) on a one-off basis, (b) for a 
month or (c) regularly, and how many households that agreed to participate have not 
been involved in the survey in each week since it began. 
S5W-33467 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government how many staff are 
working in Scotland on the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey, broken 
down by (a) role, (b) qualifications required and (c) level of pay; who they are 
employed by; how many survey teams there are, and how current staff numbers 
compare with forecasts. 
S5W-33468 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government which private 
companies are involved in the operation of the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS 
Infection Survey in Scotland; who they were contracted by, and whether it will place 
any details it holds on these contracts and their value in SPICe. 
S5W-33469 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
scheduled, (b) completed and (c) missed visits to participant households there have 
been in each week since the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey began 
in Scotland, and how this compares with other parts of the UK. 
S5W-33470 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government when the aim of testing 
15,000 participants per fortnightly period through the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS 
Infection Survey was set; on what date this was initially due to be achieved by; 
whether this has been met, and, if not, for what reasons, and how many have been 
tested in each fortnightly period since the survey began. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33442
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33444
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33462
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33463
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33464
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33465
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33466
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33467
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33468
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33469
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33470
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S5W-33471 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what the sample size 
has been for the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey in each week since 
it began, and how this compares with other parts of the UK. 
S5W-33472 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what level of 
asymptomatic testing for surveillance has been achieved through the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey in Scotland in each week since it began. 
S5W-33473 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when the (a) First 
Minister and (b) Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport first knew that discharging 
COVID-19-positive patients to care homes had restarted. 
S5W-33480 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
making available to ice rinks, in light of the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-33489 Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
provide certification for people who have been vaccinated against COVID-19. 
S5W-33491 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what clinical evidence 
it has received regarding the degree of protection provided by COVID-19 antibodies 
and, in light of this, whether it plans to roll out a national antibody testing programme 
ahead of a vaccination programme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33471
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https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33480
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33489
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33491
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

