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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 20 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 20 November can be found on page 14 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 20 November) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when regulations will be brought forward to implement the further 
COVID-19 measures set out in the First Minister’s statement to the Parliament on 17 
November 2020. 
 

S5W-33425  
 
Michael Russell: Following yesterday’s debate and vote in the Scottish Parliament 
to support further steps to suppress the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19), the 
Scottish Government has today made Regulations to come into force at 6:00pm 
which will put in place additional measures to protect public health.  
 
The Regulations and accompanying documents have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/389/made. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much of the £19 million coronavirus funding for frontline charities 
allocated to hospices has been disbursed, broken down by the allocation to each 
hospice. 
 

S5W-33108  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29524 on 26 
August 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a breakdown of the £329,000 deal between 
National Services Scotland and Labcold for the storage and transportation of 
refrigeration equipment. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/389/made
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-33148  
 
Jeane Freeman: While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, the 
Scottish Government does not hold this information. This information would require 
to be requested from NHS National Services Scotland. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason the COVID-19 restrictions prevent the 
partners of mothers in active labour from being present at birth in primary care 
settings. 
 

S5W-33166 

Jeane Freeman: As stated in the revised ‘COVID-19: visiting guidance for hospitals 
in Scotland’ a birth partner supporting a woman during hospital visits is ‘essential’. 
This includes a birth partner accompanying a women during active labour and birth. 
 
In July we published our Maternity and Neonatal visiting guidance and this is 
currently being reviewed in light of the recently announced ‘COVID-19 local 
protection levels’ within the Strategic Framework, however birth partners will remain 
essential in all levels. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it will do to monitor the prevalence of flu this year. 
 

S5W-33017 

Jeane Freeman: Flu season in the UK begins in December and reaches it peaks in 
January and February. Therefore, anyone who gets the seasonal flu vaccine by the 
end of December will be protected in advance of when we expect incidences of 
seasonal flu to be at their highest. 
 
The NHS Scotland - winter preparedness plan published 28 October sets out that 
minimising the impact of the acute pandemic phase through a more extensive flu 
vaccination programme is a key priority for the NHS and their delivery partners until 
April 2021. The impacts of seasonal flu are being continually assessed including 
what mitigating actions and contingencies the NHS has in place. 
 
Public Health Scotland publish weekly information on flu activity in the Seasonal 
Respiratory Report throughout the flu season (Oct to mid-May). The latest 
information is available here: https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-
data/population-health/covid-19/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-report/ 
 
The annual UK Flu Report containing official statistics on Scottish flu activity will be 
published in 2021. 
 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/weekly-national-seasonal-respiratory-report/
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Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance is provided to care home workers through Test and Protect in relation 
to returning to work after testing positive for COVID-19, and whether this is the same 
as care home guidance. 
 

S5W-33018  
 
Jeane Freeman: The National Clinical and Practice Guidance for Adult Care Homes 
states that “staff should not work while even mildly symptomatic and should follow 
guidance on self-isolation”. 
 
Additionally, Health Protection Scotland guidance states that staff can return to work:  
• after at least 10 days from symptom onset, provided clinical improvement has 
occurred and they have been apyrexial, without the use of antipyretics for 48 hours  
• if the only persistent symptoms after 10 days is a cough and/or a loss of or a 
change in sense of smell (anosmia) or taste.  
 
Asymptomatic staff who have been excluded from work on the basis of a positive 
PCR test during weekly screening, and remain asymptomatic after 10 days can 
return to work. PCR re-testing or clearance testing is not required. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified as 
having been as a result of transmission on public transport. 
 

S5W-33020  
 
Jeane Freeman: Contacts are traced from information collected and made available 
to Test and Protect by Incident Management Teams. This allows Test and Protect to 
contact those who may have been exposed to the virus in a particular setting, and 
request them to take appropriate steps to prevent potential onward spread. 
 
Public Health Scotland has produced a table of settings and events that index cases 
have attended over the previous 7 days. This is based on interviews conducted with 
cases identified in the Case Management System and involves cases recalling 
where they have been in the 7 days prior to symptom onset (or date of test if 
asymptomatic). 
 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/ 
 
However, Public Health Scotland cannot infer from the figures whether a specific 
setting or an event indicates where the COVID-19 transmission took place. This is 
because cases may have attended multiple settings or events within a short space of 
time, some of which may be low risk settings and events where it is highly 
improbable that transmission took place. In addition, it is possible that even though a 
case visited a few settings and events, transmission may have taken place within 
their home setting. 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified among students in (a) 
universities and (b) colleges. 
 

S5W-33022  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33020 on  
20 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what data it holds on where transmission of COVID-19 is taking place. 
 

S5W-33021  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33020 on  
20 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified among students in (a) primary 
and (b) secondary schools. 
 

S5W-33023  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33020 on  
20 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified as having been as a result of 
transmission in (a) pubs and (b) restaurants. 
 

S5W-33024  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33020 on  
20 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified as having been as a result of 
transmission in a retail setting. 
 

S5W-33026  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33020 on  
20 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether eight-year-olds are required to wear face coverings when entering and 
exiting buildings, including sports centres. 
 

S5W-33027 

Jeane Freeman: In recognition that there are times when a person might be unable, 
or it would be inappropriate for them to wear a face covering, there are exemptions 
in the regulations and guidance.  
 
This includes an exemption for babies, toddlers and children under 5 years of age, 
due to the possibility of overheating, suffocation and strangulation and they are safe 
without one. 
 
Children over 5 years of age should wear a face covering in the mandated places 
unless exempt, this includes entering and exiting most public buildings, such as 
gyms, swimming pools or other indoor leisure centres. 
 
The settings were face coverings must be worn can be found on the Scottish 
Government website. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
under what circumstances eight-year-olds are required to wear face coverings, 
broken down by the environments in which these requirements exist. 
 

S5W-33028  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33027 on  
20 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-32867 by Jeane Freeman on 29 October 
2020, whether it will publish (a) the full set of papers produced by the COVID-19 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-use-of-face-coverings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-use-of-face-coverings/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Advisory Group and (b) any papers produced by members of the Group that have 
been considered at its meetings. 
 

S5W-32907  
 
Jeane Freeman: Meeting papers produced by the Scottish Government Covid-19 
Advisory Group or by individual Group members for the purpose of the Group’s 
meetings will continue to be published on the Scottish Government website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/ 
 
The majority of Group members are independent academics. Publication is therefore 
subject to permission being given by the author(s) of the documents and 
consideration, with due regard to the public interest, is given before we publish 
papers to or from the Group to avoid inhibiting its capacity to provide free and frank 
advice to Ministers. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the rate of false positive results is for COVID-19 tests on which it is basing its 
policies. 
 

S5W-32981  
 
Jeane Freeman: It is important to note that development of polices in response to 
managing the spread of COVID-19 by The Scottish Government is supported by 
guidance from a range of experts in their relevant fields, as well as direction from UK 
GOV and World Health Organisation.  
 
The likelihood of false positives arising is dependent on a number of factors such as 
the overall prevalence of infection in the population, the clinical presentation of 
disease in the person sampled, and quality of the sampling method. It is very difficult 
to exactly measure the false positive rate of any testing system. NHS Scotland 
Laboratories have a number of quality procedures in place to minimise false 
positives results. 
 
NHS Scotland Laboratories have a protocol in place to carry out confirmation testing 
(or repeat testing) in certain circumstances to confirm whether low positive test 
results should be reported as positive or negative. Public Health Scotland have 
produced guidance for sampling and laboratory investigations to minimise reporting 
of false positives occurring: 
 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-
sampling-and-laboratory-investigations 
 
UK Government Laboratories (Lighthouse) also have similar quality procedure 
systems in place to minimise false positives but are unable to repeat test low positive 
results. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-sampling-and-laboratory-investigations
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-sampling-and-laboratory-investigations
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the cycle threshold value is for the PCR (polymerase chain reaction) tests used in 
the COVID-19 test laboratories. 
 

S5W-32982  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Cycle Threshold, or CT value, is the number of PCR cycles 
that it takes before the virus is first detected; the lower the CT value the higher the 
level of virus in the original sample. 
 
Each manufacturer of the PCR test will recommend a differing maximum 
amplification cycle number to determine presence of SARS CoV-2 when interpreting 
results, but a maximum of around 40 amplification cycles is normally used. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the progress of the framework for supporting 
people through recovery and rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32988  
 
Jeane Freeman: The framework on recovery and rehabilitation from COVID-19 puts 
in place clear principles, priorities and objectives to support planning to meet 
increasing demand and to provide high quality person-centred rehabilitation in 
different settings. 
 
This work is being led by Carolyn McDonald, our Chief Allied Health Professions 
Officer, supported by a newly appointed Allied Health Professions Advisor for 
Rehabilitation, to provide leadership and advice in delivering the plan across 
Scotland. 
 
The next steps include establishing a National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation to 
provide expert advice to the Scottish Government and support leadership in NHS 
Boards and Integration Authorities. 
 
It is anticipated that this work will closely align to existing rehabilitation pathways and 
strategies, developing a Once for Scotland Approach providing a practical, 
accessible strategy to deliver quality rehabilitation to everyone who needs it. 
 
We expect the National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation to be established by the 
end of the calendar year. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32366 by Jeane 
Freeman on 7 October 2020, what (a) minimum and (b) maximum cycle threshold 
has been set for each platform running PCR (polymerase chain reaction) tests for 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32991  
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Jeane Freeman: The Cycle Threshold, or CT value, is the number of PCR cycles 
that it takes before the virus is first detected; the lower the CT value the higher the 
level of virus in the original sample. 
 
Each manufacturer of the PCR test will recommend a differing maximum 
amplification cycle number to determine presence of SARS CoV-2 when interpreting 
results, but a maximum of around 40 amplification cycles is normally used. 
 
There are a range of PCR platforms used across NHS Scotland Laboratories, and 
the minimum and maximum CT values set for interpretation of results are 
recommended by the manufacturers. The lower the CT value the higher the level of 
virus in the original sample, up to a maximum of 40 amplification cycles normally 
used.  
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on its plans to 
routinely test home carers. 
 

S5W-32996  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government’s Strategic Framework for the Pandemic, 
published on 23 October, sets out plans to develop the testing element of Test and 
Protect over the next three months which focusses on building capacity within NHS 
Scotland and deploying expansions in UK Government testing capacity and 
capability to its maximum effect in Scotland. Further details can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/ 
  
As detailed in our Clinical and Scientific review of the Testing Strategy, the 
consensus clinical view of the prioritisation of capacity, over and above that required 
to meet symptomatic demand, clinical care requirements and existing commitments, 
is that the focus in any extension of routine regular asymptomatic testing should be 
on protecting those most vulnerable to severe harm. Further details can be found 
here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-
strategy-october-2020/ 
 
With parliament's agreement I hope to set out our plans for expansion of routine 
asymptomatic testing before the end of November. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide the names of the advisers of the National Advisory Board for 
Rehabilitation. 
 

S5W-32990  
 
Jeane Freeman: The framework on recovery and rehabilitation from COVID-19 puts 
in place clear principles, priorities and objectives to support planning to meet 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
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increasing demand and to provide high quality person-centred rehabilitation in 
different settings.  
 
This work is being led by Carolyn McDonald, our Chief Allied Health Professions 
Officer, supported by a newly appointed Allied Health Professions Advisor for 
Rehabilitation, to provide leadership and advice in delivering the plan across 
Scotland.  
 
The next steps include establishing a National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation to 
provide expert advice to the Scottish Government and support leadership in NHS 
Boards and Integration Authorities. 
 
It is anticipated that this work will closely align to existing rehabilitation pathways and 
strategies, developing a Once for Scotland Approach providing a practical, 
accessible strategy to deliver quality rehabilitation to everyone who needs it. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will (a) provide funding and (b) put 
temporary planning restrictions in place to allow care homes to create covered 
outdoor areas for visiting purposes. 
 

S5W-32999  
 
Jeane Freeman: Visiting is vital to the wellbeing of residents in residential care and 
their loved ones and should continue to be supported as safely as possible. This is 
why we encourage care homes to apply our national guidance at a local level with 
oversight from Directors of Public Health, taking account of local risk factors.  
 
Every care home should develop its own risk assessment and visiting protocol which 
should be agreed in liaison with the local Health Protection Team and/or Care Home 
Clinical and Care Professional Oversight Team. Where outdoor visits take place will 
be dependent upon the unique environment of the care home and consideration 
should be given to ensuring that this is as safe and comfortable as possible. The 
guidance confirms that outdoor structures require sufficient ventilation and air flow 
and ensure there is adequate space within them for people to physically distance at 
all times, including when it rains.  
 
With regard to planning restrictions, the Minister for Local Government, Housing and 
Planning wrote to planning authorities on 2nd July encouraging them to take a 
relaxed and pragmatic approach to the enforcement of breaches of planning control 
during the pandemic – in particular with regard to the temporary use of outdoor 
spaces to enable businesses to continue to operate, whilst supporting social 
distancing.  
 
Planning regulations already permit a wide range of temporary developments and 
changes of use for up to 28 days per calendar year without the need to apply for 
planning permission and our letter to local authorities stated that, while physical 
distancing requirements remain, it is likely that many temporary uses will be needed 
for longer periods. The letter states that, in line with the wider approach to relaxing 
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planning control at this time, and for the avoidance of doubt, we do not expect the 
limits of the 28 day rule to be enforced against reasonable temporary outdoor uses, 
which may include temporary structures, should a longer period be appropriate and 
helpful to businesses. 
 
We have allocated a total of £150 million this year for social care as part of our 
additional COVID funding to help the social care sector deal with the financial 
implications of the pandemic. Our Winter Plan recognises that to ensure winter 
preparedness this year, that additional resources will be required and the Plan is 
being supported by further funding of up to £112 million. We are working with 
COSLA, and wider partners, immediately on effective allocation of this funding 
through mechanisms that promote additionality of services and value for money. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether first aid classes are considered teaching that 
cannot be provided remotely, with people involved being exempt from travel 
restrictions in and out of local authority areas in tiers 3 and 4 of the COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-32980 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government issued COVID-19 guidance on travel 
and transport states that anyone living in a Protection Level 3 or Level 4 local 
authority area should avoid unnecessary travel outwith their area, although we also 
recognise there may be a limited number of cases it may be necessary to do so. 
 
This includes travel for work, or to provide voluntary or charitable services, where 
they cannot be done from home. Our guidance on travel and transport is available on 
the Scottish Government’s website through the following link: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-
transport/ 
 
At the moment, face-to-face cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training in 
communities has been put on hold due to Covid related restrictions. However, the 
Save A Life for Scotland Partnership - which also includes Police Scotland, the 
British Heart Foundation, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Scottish 
Ambulance Service - have a range of resources available on their website for both 
adults and children to safely learn how to perform CPR in the comfort of their own 
homes or offices during lockdown. These resources are available through the 
following link: https://www.savealife.scot/our-resources/ 
 
In the case of teaching first aid classes in schools, there is no statutory curriculum in 
Scottish schools. Therefore education authorities, and individual schools themselves, 
have the flexibility to decide whether they wish to offer first aid education at this point 
in time. Where they wish to do so, these decisions should be informed through 
individual risk assessments and following the protocols set out in the Scottish 
Government’s guidance on minimising the risk of COVID-19 in schools. This 
guidance is available on the Scottish Government’s website through the following 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
https://www.savealife.scot/our-resources/
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link: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-
the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/ 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many adults are known to have contracted COVID-19 
through playing organised sport, such as football, since the start of the pandemic. 
 

S5W-33083  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with NHS boards regarding 
providing vitamin D supplements for all care home residents. 
 

S5W-33085  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the policy in New Zealand to provide vitamin D 
supplements for all care home residents, what assessment it has made of the impact 
of this practice on that country's rate of deaths in care homes due to COVID-19, and 
whether it plans to introduce the same policy in Scotland. 
 

S5W-33087  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the recent study in France 
that states that vitamin D supplementation can reduce mortality by 89% for care 
home residents with COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33088  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of data from Japan and Sweden 
that reportedly suggests there is a link between vitamin D deficiency and higher 
mortality and respiratory infection rates in care homes. 
 

S5W-33089  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/
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Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason (a) people shielding are and (b) care home 
residents are not being provided with free vitamin D supplements. 
 

S5W-33090  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what scientific evidence it has used to determine whether 
socially-distanced and COVID-19-secure group exercise classes are more likely to 
transmit the virus than individual exercise in large gyms. 
 

S5W-33099  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-31664 by Joe FitzPatrick on 23 September 
2020, whether a date has been agreed for the reopening of NHS pain clinic services 
to allow people to resume treatment. 
 

S5W-33100  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of Scotland being declared an Avian 
Flu Prevention Zone, what funding is available to businesses that are affected by 
both COVID-19 and avian flu restrictions, potentially leaving them with no revenue 
stream. 
 

S5W-33222 

Mairi Gougeon: There is no requirement on the Scottish Government to 
compensate bird keepers for the measures that apply under an Avian Influenza 
Prevention Zone (AIPZ). Most of these mandatory measures are considered as best 
practice biosecurity measures, which should be implemented regardless of an AIPZ. 
The Scottish Government continues to promote and encourage sound biosecurity 
practices. The Strategic Framework sets out the Scottish Government's package of 
business support measures from 2 November for businesses impacted by protective 
measures to suppress coronavirus. The Strategic Framework Business Fund offers 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
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grant support of up to £3,000 for businesses required to close by law, and grants of 
up to £2,100 for those businesses that remain open, but are required by law to 
modify their operations. The eligibility of a business depends on where the premises 
are located and the level of restrictions in place at any point in time. The schedules 
of The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local 
Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 contain the measures that apply to businesses 
for each level, and information is also published on the Scottish Government website 
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-
business-fund/pages/eligibility/). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/contents/made
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-fund/pages/eligibility/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-fund/pages/eligibility/


14 
 

Written questions lodged on 20 November 2020 

S5W-33400 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason there can be a variance between NHS boards on the visiting or attendance 
rights of the partners of women in labour when these areas are under the same 
COVID-19 restrictions level. 
S5W-33412 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with (a) representatives of the oil and gas industry and (b) the UK 
Government regarding the recovery of energy industry employment in North East 
Scotland after the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-33414 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the most 
recent travel restrictions, whether people living in England can travel to Scotland to 
attend wedding ceremonies and, if so, to which areas and levels of restrictions they 
are permitted to travel to for this purpose. 
S5W-33415 Mike Rumbles: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has 
taken to support taxi businesses during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33416 Mike Rumbles: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the £14 
million financial support scheme for taxi drivers in Northern Ireland announced on 13 
November 2020, whether it has considered providing an annual block grant for local 
licencing authorities in Scotland in order to remove the fee for processing licence 
applications for taxi operators. 
S5W-33417 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what impact the COVID-
19 pandemic has had on its commitment to eliminate hepatitis C by 2024. 
S5W-33440 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has identified a 
COVID-19 testing system for visitors to care homes and, if so, whether it is currently 
being tested at any care homes in Scotland. 
S5W-33441 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government when COVID-19 testing of 
visitors to care homes will be available in Scotland, in light of the UK Government 
currently trialling this in England with the aim to have it functioning by Christmas. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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