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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 18 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 18 November can be found on pages 8 and 9. 
 
Portfolio questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 18 November are 
included at page 7. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 18 November) 

 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it can provide to students who 
are unable to access jobs that they have to support their studies in the event they 
are required to self-isolate for two weeks before the Christmas holidays. 
 

S5W-32700  
 
Richard Lochhead: We want students to have the option to return home safely at 
Christmas. We are engaging with the sector and students on the best approach and 
will make an announcement in due course. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has asked each NHS board to provide details of their 2020-21 flu 
vaccinations plans and, if (a) so, whether it will publish the responses received and 
(b) not, whether it will consider doing so. 
 

S5W-32747  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has received Seasonal Flu Vaccination 
delivery plans from all Health Boards. Although we do not have plans to publish the 
responses that have been received, Ministers have written to all MSPs and MPs 
providing a summary of how each board are delivering their flu vaccination 
programme. All boards have received a high number of their allocated vaccinations 
this year and we are working closely with boards to confirm they are on track to meet 
their anticipated uptake on flu vaccinations. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is regarding NHS managers being allowed to 
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overrule clinicians regarding patients' treatment renewal, in light of reports that some 
chronic pain patients have been told that they will have to wait twice as long for 
treatment than that recommended by their clinicians. 
 

S5W-32745  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We appreciate how difficult it has been for people who have had 
procedures or treatments postponed due to the pandemic. Putting the NHS on an 
emergency footing has meant the focus has initially been on urgent and essential 
care including for acute and persistent pain. 
 
We expect patients to be seen within the most appropriate timescale for their 
condition following a clinical assessment and remain committed to ensuring that the 
full range of pain services will be available as quickly as it safe to do so. To support 
this on 24 September we published the COVID-19 Recovery Framework for NHS 
Pain Management Services, which was developed in conjunction with a wide range 
of stakeholders across the clinical community, third sector and patient groups. 
 
In addition to this the Programme for Government 2020-21 commits to developing 
and improving the current Scottish Model for Chronic Pain, and to publish a new 
Framework for Chronic Pain Service Delivery in 2021. This work will also take 
forward a number of the recommendations of the Scottish Access Collaborative 
report on chronic pain which aims to sustainably improve waiting times for services. 
Together it is intended that this work will lead to less variation in the quality and 
availability of services for people with chronic pain, support the sharing of best 
practice and ultimately contribute to more prompt access to specialist support and 
services to improve people’s health and wellbeing. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government (a) how many and (b) what proportion of care-experienced 18- to 26-
year-olds received support from the extension to them of eligibility for free NHS 
dental care that was announced in the 2019-20 Programme for Government. 
 

S5W-32719  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Covid-19 has put us all in an unprecedented, challenging situation, 
and the current pandemic has had a significant impact on the delivery of dental 
services. 
 
As a result of the pandemic we have had to defer our work to extend free NHS 
dental care to care experienced 18-26 year olds. However we are still dedicated to 
delivering this commitment and can confirm this will be taken forward as part of 
recovery and remobilisation programme for NHS dentistry. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the annual £15 million of funding announced on 2 September 2020 to 
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provide new and enhanced community mental health and wellbeing services is 
separate and in addition to the £11.25 million of funding for services to respond to 
the pandemic. 
 

S5W-33077  
 
Clare Haughey: On November 2nd, the Cabinet Secretary for Health announced 
£11.25 million of additional funding for local authorities to provide community mental 
health and wellbeing services for 5-24 year olds, their families and carers impacted 
by the pandemic 
 
This funding is in addition, and separate from the funding for the delivery of new and 
enhanced community mental health and wellbeing services for 5-24 year olds, their 
families and carers.  
 
The majority of these services are expected to be in place for the last three months 
of 2020-21, and as a result we have allocated £3.75 million in this year’s budget 
specifically to fund them. A further £15 million is expected to be available in 2021-22 
assuming services are fully in place. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
under what circumstances eight-year-olds are required to wear face coverings, 
broken down by the environments in which these requirements exist. 
 

S5W-33028  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether eight-year-olds are required to wear face coverings when entering and 
exiting buildings, including sports centres. 
 

S5W-33027  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified as having been as a result of 
transmission in a retail setting. 
 

S5W-33026  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified as having been as a result of 
transmission in (a) pubs and (b) restaurants. 
 

S5W-33024  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified among students in (a) primary 
and (b) secondary schools. 
 

S5W-33023  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified among students in (a) 
universities and (b) colleges. 
 

S5W-33022  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what data it holds on where transmission of COVID-19 is taking place. 
 

S5W-33021  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified as 
having been as a result of transmission on public transport. 
 

S5W-33020  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance is provided to care home workers through Test and Protect in relation 
to returning to work after testing positive for COVID-19, and whether this is the same 
as care home guidance. 
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S5W-33018  

 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it will do to monitor the prevalence of flu this year. 
 

S5W-33017  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it monitors the number of individuals asked to 
undertake repeat periods of self-isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
whether it considers there is a need for further support for these individuals. 
 

S5W-33014  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when it expects all provisions of the Transport 
(Scotland) Act 2019 to come into effect, and in particular new restrictions on 
pavement parking. 
 

S5W-33013  
 
Michael Matheson: The implementation of the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 has 
been affected by the Covid 19 Pandemic, meaning that not all provisions of the Act 
will come into effect until the next parliamentary session. Officials have restarted 
work on parking provisions and are currently amending the timeline for implementing 
secondary legislation and consultation requirements. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether ground investigation work has been 
able to resume for the A96 dualling project following the lifting of COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-32739  
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Michael Matheson: In line with the Scottish Government’s construction sector 
guidance ground investigation site work has resumed on the A96 Dualling 
Programme.  
 
Site work on the Preliminary Ground Investigation contracts for the preferred option 
on A96 Dualling Hardmuir to Fochabers scheme commenced on 27 January 2020 
and were substantially complete when work was suspended on 23 March 2020 
following COVID-19 guidance. Borehole monitoring has recommenced and is 
expected to continue for a period of 12 months. Outstanding site work on the 
scheme is currently being re-mobilised for completion in the coming months. 
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Portfolio questions relating to COVID-19 on 18 November 2020 

Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 

4. Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government how successful the roll-out of the 
wearing of face coverings on public transport has been, and how it is monitoring 
this.  (S5O-04756) 

6. John Scott: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that 
ScotRail plans to reduce services by 10% next month. (S5O-04758) 

8. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to encourage 
an increase in the use of bus services following the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-
04760) 

Justice and the Law Officers 

 

3. Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to 
the impact of the repeated postponement of court proceedings on the mental health 
of alleged victims, particularly of sexual crimes. (S5O-04763) 

 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04756
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04758
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04760
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04760
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04763
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12948&i=117025
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Written questions lodged on 18 November 2020 

S5W-33349 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether teachers 
and school staff who were previously shielding should attend school in person in 
areas under Level 4 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-33350 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether the advice to 
pupils who are shielding not to attend school in person in areas under Level 4 
restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic Framework also applies to siblings in the same 
household. 
S5W-33352 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects to begin 
the roll-out of COVID-19 testing for care home staff across all NHS board areas. 
S5W-33353 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government, regarding the 
further funding to support additional COVID-19 spending across health and social 
care services, how much (a) has already been transferred and (b) will be made 
available in the current financial year to each NHS board; how many tranches of 
payments this will include; on what dates each tranche of payments will be delivered, 
and whether the additional funding is limited to COVID-19 spending activities, or can 
be used to cover additional costs where savings were unable to be made as a result 
of the pandemic’s impact. 
S5W-33359 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will clarify the 
methodology of the daily and weekly update statistics published by the Scottish 
Prison Service regarding prisoners who either have COVID-19 or are self-isolating, 
in light of the daily update on 17 November 2020 stating that 38 people were self-
isolating and the weekly update published on 13 November 2020 stating that 591 
people were self-isolating. 
S5W-33360 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish whether higher education 
students returning home at the end of the current term will be considered as 
essential travel and therefore exempt from travel restrictions. 
S5W-33364 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether travel is 
allowed between areas subject to different COVID-19 restriction levels if it is for the 
purpose of viewing a property for sale. 
S5W-33371 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when the advice for 
entire households of close contacts to self-isolate for 14 days was withdrawn; for 
what reason it withdrew this guidance, and what information it has regarding how 
many people had self-isolated in line with it, broken down by local authority. 
S5W-33372 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has regarding how many times local health protection teams implemented measures 
on whole household self-isolation that differs from the national guidance. 
S5W-33373 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with local health protection teams in Lanarkshire on their guidance on self-
isolation for entire households and its impact, and whether the teams plan to change 
this during the Level 4 restrictions. 
S5W-33376 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact of COVID-19 on access to (a) needle and syringe exchange 
programmes and (b) opioid substitution therapy. 
S5W-33377 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of travel 
restrictions in Level 3 and 4 areas, whether parents or other family members will be 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33349
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33350
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33352
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33353
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33359
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33360
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33364
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33371
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33372
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33373
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33376
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33377
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allowed to travel to collect students at universities or colleges to bring them home for 
the Christmas holidays. 
S5W-33378 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether specific 
guidance will be published for students from Scotland who are studying abroad and 
looking to return home for Christmas and, if so, by what date this will be published. 
S5W-33379 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government how the COVID-19 
testing process for students will be run. 
S5W-33381 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what evidence it 
considered when making the decision to close gym facilities in Level 4 areas. 
S5W-33382 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has 
published for students who will require public transport to return home at Christmas. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33378
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33379
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33381
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33382
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

