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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 17 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 17 November can be found on pages 11-13 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 17 November 
are included at page 10. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 17 November) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on what remote learning provision is 
available for pupils who are unable to attend school due to them self-isolating or 
shielding. 
 

S5W-33041  
 
John Swinney: Individual schools and local authorities are responsible for arranging 
learning for children who have to self-isolate or quarantine.  
 
In order to widen the online learning options available to schools, the Scottish 
Government, Education Scotland and the Association of Directors of Education are 
delivering the national e-learning offer. Further details on the offer are available at:  
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/ 
 
The offer has three component parts: live learning and teaching; recorded learning 
sessions, and; supported content, where learners use a variety of digital content. 
The e-Sgoil initiative, one aspect of the partnership, is providing live online study 
webinars for senior phase pupils as well as a Broad General Education offer to 
schools. Further work is being undertaken by the West Partnership, who expect to 
launch their package of recorded lessons during this term. In addition, Education 
Scotland has expanded the volume of digital learning and teaching resources and 
will continue to do so throughout the year.  
 
For wider learning and teaching materials, schools can draw from Education 
Scotland's National Improvement Hub and Glow website for resources, as well as 
the new Scotland Learns initiative. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what work has been carried out since March 2020 to make pupil 
learning resources available online for all subjects and levels. 
 

S5W-33056  

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/
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John Swinney: During Term 4 2020-21, Education Scotland facilitated subject 
network discussions across all curriculum areas to ascertain and identify what was 
working for teachers and learners. This led to the current and ongoing work where 
Education Scotland is working with local authority and Regional Improvement 
Collaborative partners as well class teachers in order to source, curate and share 
online learning materials. This work is being taken forward under the supported 
component of the National e-Learning Offer. The first set of resources is available 
nationally and will be added to on a continuous basis.  
 
The Scotland Learns website provides a range of learning activities that can be used 
to complement the activities that teachers plan for children and young people. The 
resources are grouped into the three curriculum themes of Literacy & English, 
Numeracy & Mathematics and Health & Wellbeing, and are available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/resources-for-practitioners/ 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress has been made since March 2020 to ensure that all 
school learning can be delivered on a remote basis if required. 
 

S5W-33057 

John Swinney: In order to support online remote learning, Education Scotland 
supports the Glow platform, which provides free access to a range of online tools 
and services for all school aged learners and teachers in Scotland. The National e-
Learning Offer, launched in June 2020, aims to further widen the availability of online 
learning across live online lessons, recorded learning sessions and supported online 
learning and teaching materials. Further details on the e-learning offer are available 
at: https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/ 
 
E-Sgoil is one aspect of the national offer. The e-Sgoil provision includes study 
support for learners in the senior phase which takes place after the school day. As at 
end October 2020, just over 1,635 young people from 233 schools across all local 
authorities in Scotland had signed up and were taking part in two or more sessions. 
Feedback from learners has been positive, with 85% wishing to see the e-Sgoil 
provision continuing beyond November and 80% indicating that they would 
recommend the sessions to a friend. 
 
To widen access the digital devices, the Scottish Government is investing £25m to 
tackle digital exclusion amongst children and young people. Funding allocations for 
devices and connectivity have been made to all 32 local authorities who are now in 
the process of ordering equipment to address local needs. We expect that around 
70,000 devices and 18,000 connectivity solutions will be provided to disadvantaged 
children and young people. 
 
In order to support teachers' skills in online and remote learning, Education Scotland 
has delivered a wide range of professional development opportunities including 
webinars and support sessions for teachers and a community of improvement 
support via the digilearn.scot website. 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/resources-for-practitioners/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/digilearn/
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Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to provide online learning resources for schools and 
teachers to support pupils who need to learn from home due to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32880  
 
John Swinney: As indicated in the answer to question S5W-32879 on 9 November 
2020, responsibility for arranging learning for children who have to self-isolate or 
quarantine rests with the child’s school and the relevant local authority.  
 
To enhance the options available to schools, Scottish Government and Education 
Scotland are working with the Association of Directors of Education to deliver the e-
learning national partnership initiative. This seeks to widen access to live lessons, 
recorded lessons and digital learning and teaching resources. The initiative 
comprises a range of projects including the expansion of e-Sgoil's remote learning 
offer, as well as the West Partnership's online school which is providing teacher led 
lessons online which can be accessed at a time and place of the learner's choosing. 
The aim of the partnership is to ensure that different areas collaborate in order to 
provide access to materials across regions. Further detail on the e-learning 
partnership is available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-
offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/ 
 
Education Scotland's new Scotland Learns mini site provides additional learning at 
home activities and ideas to complement any online learning and offline learning 
provided by the school. Further information is available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/ 
 
Further advice and support to parents, as well as learning activities for younger 
pupils. is provided via the Parent Club website, which now has a number of 
dedicated pages on how to support children’s learning during Covid-19. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people who have to travel into level 3 areas will be 
allowed to do so for SQA-approved practical exams, such as dancing exams. 
 

S5W-32973  
 
John Swinney: The COVID-19 Strategic Framework sets out that while there are no 
mandatory travel restrictions from and into Level 3 areas, we are asking people to 
limit travel where possible and only leave the local authority in which they live for 
essential journeys. The exceptions include travel to school, college or university 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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where teaching is not provided remotely, and the intention is that this includes for 
purposes of sitting exams or assessments. 
 
Dance is usually assessed through visiting assessment but this would not be 
appropriate during the pandemic for public health reasons. SQA are conducting 
further investigations, including some engagement with centres offering these 
qualifications and this will inform a final decision.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to ensure that teachers and school staff in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland 
who have been eligible for a flu vaccination via their school in previous years will 
receive a flu vaccination this year, given the announcement by Glasgow City 
Council’s HR department that, due to COVID-19, the annual flu vaccination 
programme for teachers will not now be running. 
 

S5W-32730  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Teachers and school staff have received the flu vaccine in previous 
years as a result of arrangements with local authorities. This is a decision for local 
authorities to make. 
 
This year the Scottish Government has expanded the eligibility of the seasonal flu 
vaccine with the aim to vaccinate more adults in the groups with existing eligibility, 
which mean that we intend to vaccinate more people than ever before, covering up 
to 2.4 million people across Scotland. Teachers who fall within relevant at risk 
categories, will be eligible for the vaccine. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the risk is to hospital patients of contracting the flu from unvaccinated staff. 
 

S5W-32915  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Flu is transmitted through the respiratory route. Any infected person 
can, in theory, pass on the infection to others in close proximity if they are not 
protected themselves. An unvaccinated healthcare worker can, therefore, transmit flu 
to a non-immune patient. 
 
The risk is, however, difficult to quantify, given a lack of authoritative studies, and 
that the risk of transmission is highly dependent on both the duration and proximity of 
contacts, among many other factors. 
 
It should be noted that all healthcare workers and social care workers involved in 
direct personal care are eligible for the free seasonal flu vaccine in Scotland. The 
Phase 1 cohort for seasonal flu vaccinations, which includes health and social care 
workers, is being prioritised for immunisation.  
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Scottish Health Boards aim to have the majority of people in the Phase 1 cohort 
vaccinated by the end of November ahead of flu season, which begins in December 
in the UK. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
NHS staff who have contact with patients will be required to have the 2020-21 flu 
vaccination. 
 

S5W-32917  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: All NHS employees are offered the seasonal flu vaccine for free. 
The Chief Medical Officer strongly recommends that all health and social care staff 
are vaccinated where appropriate to prevent transmission of the virus to patients and 
colleagues. 
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to support older and vulnerable people in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland 
who are required to travel to receive their flu vaccination, in order to minimise the risk 
of contracting COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32732  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Responsibility for delivering the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020/21 
rests with Health Boards and Integration Authorities. NHS Scotland Boards will use 
the delivery model which is most suitable for their local circumstances, whilst 
maintaining a COVID-19 safe environment and maximising efficiency. This is a 
change from previous years where GP practices took the lead role in providing flu 
immunisations. 
 
The Scottish Government wrote to Health Boards in September, asking them to 
ensure that individuals contacting them for an appointment are offered alternatives in 
the event there were any difficulties in them travelling to the venue they are offered. 
 
We have also written to the Chief Executive of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, 
seeking their reassurance that accessibility of appointments is being prioritised, 
particularly for people aged over-65. 
 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde are offering all people over the age of 65 an 
appointment to receive their seasonal flu vaccine at the nearest community 
vaccination centre. We have received assurances from NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde that additional measures are being taken to support the most vulnerable by 
providing additional resourcing at the vaccination centres and collaboration with the 
local pharmacies to utilise capacity for those who are unable to travel. The district 
nursing team will also be used for patients with mobility challenges or are 
housebound. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
analysis it carries out of the effectiveness of the annual flu vaccine, and what risks 
might apply to a healthy person who receives an injection. 
 

S5W-32914  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
 
Vaccination policy in Scotland, as with the rest of the UK, is based on 
recommendations from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
JCVI, an independent expert panel which provides impartial advice on matters 
relating to vaccination. 
 
The JCVI consists of a wide range of highly qualified professionals, as well as lay 
members to provide the Committee with a wider lay perspective on issues. Together 
members advise each of the UK health departments on vaccinations for the 
prevention of infections and/or disease following due consideration of the evidence 
on the burden of disease, on vaccine safety and efficacy and on the impact and cost 
effectiveness of vaccination strategies for the UK. 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
 
The MHRA is an expert body responsible for the safety of all medicines, including 
vaccines. The MHRA closely monitors the safety of all vaccines. 
 
As part of their responsibility for ensuring public safety the MHRA and the 
Commission on Human Medicines (CHM) run the “yellow card” scheme which is 
used to collect information from both health professionals and the general public on 
suspected side effects or adverse reactions to a medicine. Appropriate regulatory 
action would be taken immediately if new evidence emerged which called into 
question the safety of any vaccines currently in use across the UK. Further 
information on the “yellow card” scheme can be found here: 
https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/ 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will (a) provide funding and (b) put 
temporary planning restrictions in place to allow care homes to create covered 
outdoor areas for visiting purposes. 
 

S5W-32999  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on its plans to 
routinely test home carers. 
 

S5W-32996  

https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32366 by Jeane 
Freeman on 7 October 2020, what (a) minimum and (b) maximum cycle threshold 
has been set for each platform running PCR (polymerase chain reaction) tests for 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32991  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the progress of the framework for supporting 
people through recovery and rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32988  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the cycle threshold value is for the PCR (polymerase chain reaction) tests used in 
the COVID-19 test laboratories. 
 

S5W-32982  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the rate of false positive results is for COVID-19 tests on which it is basing its 
policies. 
 

S5W-32981  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether first aid classes are considered teaching that 
cannot be provided remotely, with people involved being exempt from travel 
restrictions in and out of local authority areas in tiers 3 and 4 of the COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-32980  
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much flu vaccine it has allocated to each NHS board as a 
proportion of the eligible cohort population, and whether it will confirm the total 
cohort. 
 

S5W-32686  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide local authorities with any additional resources required to 
ensure that all teachers requesting a flu vaccination for 2020-21 are able to receive 
this. 
 

S5W-32681  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 

 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the impact of the restrictions on social gatherings, 
what its position is on developing and running a campaign that promotes alternative 
ways for people to stay connected. 
 

S5W-33150  
 
Christina McKelvie: The Scottish Government is aware that the ongoing restrictions 
are impacting on social gatherings, and that people are keen to see family and 
friends. We are working hard to balance the need to keep people safe and control 
the virus, whilst recognising that people are worried and that many will be feeling 
lonely. 
 
We are continuing activity with the Clear Your Head campaign which will help and 
support positive mental health amongst the general population. Furthermore, on St 
Andrews Day on 30 November, we will be encouraging people to get in touch with 
others remotely, as an act of kindness to mark our national day. In usual times, 
Scots around the world would be celebrating Scotland’s culture of food, music and 
dancing, but this year we will be asking people to consider how they can instead use 
the opportunity to focus on sharing and kindness – but on their doorstep. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £1 million 
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committed to the Connected Scotland strategy for tackling loneliness announced in 
2018 has been spent, and which organisations have been funded. 
 

S5W-33214  
 
Christina McKelvie: Whilst the Scottish Government pivoted our work in respond to 
the pandemic, some work was forced to pause. This affected the setting up of a 
funding arrangement for the 2 year, £1 million fund that was committed to the 
Connected Scotland Strategy.  
 
We have been in frequent and regular contact with the National Implementation 
Group that is overseeing the Strategy so that we can hear firsthand, issues that are 
arising and are working with the group to reassess our next steps in an altered 
landscape. 
 
During our response to the pandemic, we set up a £350 million Supporting 
Communities Fund to ensure communities were directly supported with emergency 
funding, delivered at both national and local levels. Much of this supported wellbeing, 
access to food and helplines, all of which tackle isolation and loneliness. From that 
single fund, 442 organisations received funding including eight organisations in the 
Scottish Borders which received over £460,000.  
 
Additionally, £43 million is being invested into communities through the Connecting 
Scotland digital scheme to provide people with access to digital devices and get 
them online. This will allow more people greater access to vital digital services as 
well as allow them opportunities to connect with friends and family. 
 
We recognise the importance of tackling loneliness and we will continue to respond 
to the demands of the pandemic and the needs of communities across Scotland and 
those responses include making funding interventions where it is appropriate. 
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Topical Questions 

The following Topical Question in relation to COVID-19 was asked: 

1. Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the 
announcement that Scotland will host one of the two proposed COVID-19 "mega 
labs". (S5T-02529) 
 

Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 

 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02529
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12947&i=117017
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Written questions lodged on 17 November 2020 

S5W-33261 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what caused the 
technical fault that resulted in invite letters for cervical screening appointments not 
being sent to approximately 15,000 patients; what safeguards have been put in place 
to prevent this happening again, and how might the prioritisation of these patients 
impact on the management of the backlog of appointments resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33262 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how the needs of (a) 
people who have received shielding letters, (b) people who have been advised to 
shield by clinicians, (c) people, including children, who were removed from the 
shielding list prior to shielding being suspended in July 2020, (d) people who have 
made a personal decision to shield and (e) the families and carers of people who are 
shielding will be met in areas under levels 3 and 4 of the COVID-19 restrictions to 
ensure that they have priority access to online shopping slots, grocery deliveries 
and the collection of medication. 
S5W-33263 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what advice is 
available to parents and carers regarding their child's education should they not be 
able to attend school in person due to shielding or other COVID-19-related absence.  
S5W-33264 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether in-school 
health services and therapy support will be continued through home visits for 
children who are advised to shield or are affected by school closures. 
S5W-33265 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to a Cerebral Palsy Scotland survey, which reports that a majority of the people with 
cerebral palsy who were surveyed reported a decline in their physical and mental 
health during the COVID-19 pandemic, including 58% reporting difficulty in 
accessing support from physiotherapy, occupational therapy and speech and 
language therapy services and 51% having to access healthcare services online or 
via telephone.  
S5W-33293 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the impact of COVID-19 on the teaching workforce for the 2020-21 
academic year. 
S5W-33294 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had 
with the General Teaching Council for Scotland regarding student placements in the 
2020-21 academic year. 
S5W-33295 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had 
with the General Teaching Council for Scotland to ensure that student teachers who 
miss more than five days' placement due to self-isolating in relation to COVID-19 will 
not fail courses. 
S5W-33296 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
has been given to permitting faith groups to sing indoors while wearing face 
coverings, particularly those based in areas living under level 1 of the COVID-19 
restrictions. 
S5W-33298 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that good quality public health information regarding local COVID-19 
levels is accessible for people who are more susceptible to infection. 
S5W-33300 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how it is supporting 
cancer charities during the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33261
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33262
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33263
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33264
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33265
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33293
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33294
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33295
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33296
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33298
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33300
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S5W-33301 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
assessment it has made of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on (a) access to 
routine dental services and (b) early diagnoses of mouth cancers. 
S5W-33302 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many obstetrics 
and gynaecology staff were redeployed to other areas of care during the first wave of 
the COVID-19 pandemic; whether this is happening in the second wave, and what 
steps it is taking to ensure that services continue as much as possible. 
S5W-33303 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
ensure that (a) midwives, (b) health visitors and (c) other professionals can continue 
to support new parents and babies during the second wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-33304 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason non-
essential retail is to close under the level 4 restrictions, in light of reports that the 
Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) has assessed that the impact on 
transmission of the closure of non-essential retail was "low’" and has "very minimal 
impact on R values". 
S5W-33305 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
regarding what proportion of annual retail sales are received during the November to 
December shopping period. 
S5W-33306 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether the grants 
awarded to non-essential retail businesses required to close under the level 
4 restrictions will reflect the loss of income that might have been generated as a 
result of sales in the run up to Christmas. 
S5W-33307 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a 
time limit for the level 4 restrictions to be in place for non-retail businesses to allow 
for effective planning. 
S5W-33308 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what criteria are 
applied when determining whether to move areas from level 3 under the COVID-19 
restrictions to level 4. 
S5W-33313 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have accessed virtual pulmonary rehabilitation since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-33314 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
funding it has provided to (a) NHS boards and (b) integration joint boards to support 
the roll-out of virtual pulmonary rehabilitation since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-33321 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
statement by the First Minister on 10 November 2020 (Official Report, c.25), whether 
it will confirm the (a) brand name, (b) type, (c) capacity and (d) cost of each fridge 
used to store Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine; where these will be located, and whether 
they will be portable. 
S5W-33332 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
providing to people who are not able to access education in person due to being 
clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19, including people with cystic fibrosis.  
S5W-33344 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
there appears to be a distinction in its COVID-19 guidance regarding the use of 
buses to transport children to schools and nurseries. 
S5W-33345 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to support the early educational development of children who have 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33301
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33302
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33303
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33304
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33305
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33306
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33307
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33308
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33313
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33314
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33321
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33332
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33344
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33345
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been unable to obtain spaces at their local nurseries because of the COVID-19 
capacity restrictions. 
S5W-33346 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how the most 
recent limit on nursery numbers in response to COVID-19 was decided. 
S5W-33347 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to children from the same family participating in multiple 
COVID-19 bubbles in two different nurseries rather than being part of the same 
bubble in the same nursery. 
S5W-33348 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing 
to ensure that all working families can get access to the childcare that they need 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33351 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
concerns that pupils might face significant disruption, for what reason the SQA exam 
diet for 2021 has been pushed back by two weeks to 10 May. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

