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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 12 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 12 November can be found on pages 12 to 14 of 
this document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-
19 on 12 November are included at page 11. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 12 November) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the coronavirus legislation 
in place. 
 

S5W-33224  
 
Michael Russell: Amendments to the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions 
and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 have been laid 
before the Scottish Parliament today. These amendments come into force at 6 am 
on Friday 13 November to change the current allocation of levels to different areas of 
Scotland. Fife, Angus and Perth & Kinross local government areas will be moved 
from Level 2 to Level 3 as a result of the most recent data. No other changes will be 
made to the allocation of levels. The amendments will also adjust the social 
gathering rules in respect of the Orkney Islands, Shetland Islands and Na h-Eileanan 
Siar, to permit in-home socialising, subject to the general rule of no more than 6 
people from 2 households. For Level 0 areas, the number of people aged under 18 
who are permitted to gather in an outdoor public place will be reduced from 15 to 8. 
Further amendments are made to put aspects of the levels-based approach into law, 
rather than relying on guidance alone, and to create a new exemption and 
requirements in relation to the wearing of a face covering. A change is also made to 
prohibit the sale of alcohol in hotels in level 3 areas, unless this is provided as room 
service. Finally, miscellaneous amendments are made to correct errors and to 
ensure consistency. As with previous regulations, the Scottish Ministers will keep the 
necessity and proportionality of these measures under regular review and will keep 
Parliament updated. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications for support through the Warmer Homes 
Scotland scheme have been received in each of the last five years, broken down by 
eligibility criteria, and how many (a) have been approved, (b) have been rejected and 
(c) are awaiting a decision. 
 

S5W-33093 
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Kevin Stewart: The following table shows the number of referrals made to Warmer 
Homes Scotland and a) the number of installs completed, b) the number of 
applications that were cancelled and c) the number of applications currently being 
processed that are either waiting for a survey or have agreed to an installation under 
the Warmer Homes Scotland Scheme for the last five years. 
 

Scheme Year 2015-
16 
 

2016-
17 
 

2017-
18 
 

2018-
19 
 

2019-
20 
 

2020-21 (to 
date) 

 

Referrals received from HES 4,071 8,939 6,799 5,728 5,598 2,929 

Completed installations 1,372 5,354 4,903 3,818 3,607 1,273 

Cancelled applications 1,402 2,612 2,260 1,901 1,616 612 

Customers waiting/booked survey  -  -  -  -  -  756* 

Customers that have agreed to an 
installation 

-  -  -  -  -  1,441* 

 
*The current year is unique given the impact of COVID-19 on customers and the 
related process changes (e.g. DocuSign process for Offer Letters). With that in mind, 
it is important to draw out the following: 

• Of the 756 customers awaiting survey, 557 of them have a survey booked. Of 
the remaining customers in that number, 38 of them are on hold for a COVID 
related reason, for example they are shielding or self isolating 

• Of the 1,441 customers who have agreed to an installation, we have 91 on 
hold for a COVID related reason and a further 238 who have still to return 
either eligibility proofs or their Offer Letter (DocuSign). 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will extend eligibility for the Business Support Fund beyond 
gyms and hospitality businesses to include other types of businesses that are also 
unable to operate due to restrictions on people meeting indoors. 
 

S5W-33044  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Strategic Framework sets out the Scottish Government's 
package of business support measures from 2 November. The Strategic Framework 
Business Fund offers grant support of up to £3,000 for businesses required to close 
by law, and grants of up to £2,100 for those businesses that remain open but are 
required by law to modify their operations.  
 
We have also announced a Contingency Fund specifically to support businesses that 
are not eligible for the closure and hardship grants but that are experiencing 
disruption as a result of restrictions. We have already allocated a portion of the 
Contingency Fund to nightclubs and soft play centres and are continuing to consider 
where the remainder of the Contingency Fund would be most effectively deployed in 
supporting businesses impacted by restrictions. 
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Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what types of businesses, other than gyms and those in hospitality, are 
currently eligible for support through the Business Support Fund. 
 

S5W-33043  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Strategic Framework sets out the package of business support 
from 2 November providing grants of up to £3,000 for businesses required to close 
by law, and grants of up to £2,100 for those businesses that remain open but are 
required by law to modify their operations.  
 
The eligibility of a business depends on where the premises are located and the 
level of restrictions are in place at any point in time. 
 
The schedules of The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 contain the measures 
which apply to business for each level, and information is also published on the 
Scottish Government website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-strategic-framework-business-fund/pages/eligibility/ 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government which third sector organisations it has worked with to 
understand the symptoms and risks associated with so-called "long COVID". 
 

S5W-32620  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are committed to improving our understanding of the longer 
term effects of COVID-19 on physical and mental health and wellbeing in Scotland. 
The current definitions of which are set out by SIGN/ NICE within the recently 
published scope to develop a clinical guideline management of the long-term effects 
of COVID-19, available to view at https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/gid-
ng10179/documents/final-scope. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with stakeholders to understand the longer term 
effects of COVID-19, including third sector organisations and groups such as the 
Long COVID Action Group Scotland, Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland and the 
Neurological Alliance of Scotland. We will continue to identify and engage with other 
organisations to inform our understanding.  
 
We have published a Framework for supporting people through Recovery and 
Rehabilitation during and after the pandemic, which puts in place clear principles, 
priorities and objectives to support planning to meet increasing demand and to 
provide high quality person-centred rehabilitation in different settings. The draft 
framework was shared with NHS, Integration Authorities, Local Government, 
National Advisory Committees, Independent and Third Sector organisations. The 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-fund/pages/eligibility/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-fund/pages/eligibility/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/gid-ng10179/documents/final-scope
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/gid-ng10179/documents/final-scope
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Framework can be accessed at https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-
supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32563 by Jeane Freeman on 30 
October 2020, what information the NHS collects regarding people's (a) employment 
status, (b) occupation and (c) place of work when they test positive for COVID-19; 
what format this information is recorded in, and whether it will ask the NHS to publish 
a regular statistical analysis of the data collected. 
 

S5W-32952  
 
Jeane Freeman: When an individual tests positive for COVID-19, their Test and 
Protect interview gathers details on where the individual has been in the 7 days prior 
to the date of symptom onset, or test-date if the person was asymptomatic. Public 
Health Scotland have confirmed there are fields for an individual's occupation and 
sector during this interview. Further information on settings and events is also 
collected and published in Table 8d of the Public Health Scotland COVID-19 
Statistical report. Public Health Scotland cannot infer from these figures whether a 
specific setting or event indicates where the COVID-19 transmission took place.  
 
Scottish Government continues to work closely with Public Health Scotland on the 
publication of data related to Test and Protect. We constantly evaluate the balance 
between public benefit and data protection in our response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will publish its Respiratory Care Action Plan, and whether it will 
include COVID-19 as a new respiratory disease. 
 

S5W-32650  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We are committed to continuously improving the diagnosis, care, 
treatment and support of people living with respiratory conditions, which is why we 
set out in our Programme for Government a Respiratory Care Action Plan to deliver 
these key priorities. 
 
Work is now underway in developing the final Plan, in partnership with a wide range 
of key stakeholders including clinicians and third sector organisations such as 
Asthma UK – British Lung Foundation and Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland.  
 
As we continue to develop our understanding of the impact the virus has had on the 
health of the people of Scotland, the final Plan will play a key role in responding to 
the implications and consequences for many aspects of respiratory care going 
forward, including pulmonary rehabilitation.  
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its Respiratory Care Action Plan will set out how the needs of 
people with so-called long COVID will be met through appropriate (a) support and 
rehabilitation, (b) research and (c) training for health professionals. 
 

S5W-32651  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We are committed to taking action to support those experiencing 
the longer physical and mental health impacts of COVID-19, including those that 
have developed long-term respiratory problems as a result of contracting the virus. 
 
Work to develop the final Respiratory Care Action Plan for Scotland is underway and 
it will play a key role in responding to the implications and consequences for many 
aspects of respiratory care going forward, including pulmonary rehabilitation.  
 
We are prioritising the implementation of the Framework for Supporting people 
through Recovery and Rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic. The 
Framework is available to read on the Scottish Government’s website. 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-
rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/ 
 
In addition to the Framework we are prioritising the clinical guidelines and funding 
research into the long-term effects of COVID-19.  
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will introduce clear national 
guidance on the order in which priority groups should be invited for their flu 
vaccinations. 
 

S5W-32660  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The flu vaccination programme officially began on 1 October, and a 
phased approach is being taken this year. The following groups are being vaccinated 
in Phase 1, and have been eligible for vaccination since 1 October: 
 
• People aged 65 and over 
• People who have an eligible health condition 
• Pregnant women 
• Healthcare workers 
• Social care workers who provide direct personal care 
• Household members of people who are shielding 
• Young and unpaid carers 
• Children aged 2-5 (and not yet at school) 
• Primary school children 
 
The majority of people in these groups have now received their invitations for the 
seasonal flu vaccine. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will commit to ensuring that 
people in the highest priority groups all receive their flu vaccinations by the end of 
November 2020. 
 

S5W-32663  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Health Boards are prioritising the vaccination of those at the 
greatest clinical risk as early as possible in flu season. The flu vaccination 
programme officially began on 1 October. 
 
Those at the greatest clinical risk have been eligible to get the flu vaccination since 
the start of October and they will remain eligible throughout flu season. Health 
Boards plan to have vaccinated the majority of people in Phase 1 groups by the end 
of November, but it will be possible to receive the vaccine as late as the end of 
March 2021, to ensure that nobody who is at increased clinical risk is excluded 
because they were unable to attend an earlier appointment. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) flu vaccines NHS Scotland 
has procured for this winter and (b) people are eligible for a vaccination, and what 
uptake of vaccines it estimated when procuring. 
 

S5W-32658  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has procured 2,846,400 seasonal flu 
vaccines for the 2020-21 winter programme. This would provide sufficient vaccine for 
100% of the cohorts at the greatest clinical risk to be vaccinated, or to deliver an 
overall take up of almost 83% of the eligible cohort. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how likely it is that it will be able to extend 
eligibility for the flu vaccine to people aged over 50, and, if it is able to do so, when it 
will be able to confirm this. 
 

S5W-32664  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government recognise the importance of protecting 
as many as possible from the impact of seasonal flu. That is why we aim to 
vaccinate 50-54 year olds subject to vaccine supply. 
 
The ability to protect the people of Scotland depends upon the global supply of 
vaccines. We will assess, using the best clinical evidence, once uptake rates in 
groups at the greatest clinical risk become clear, how we can utilise vaccine supply 
to protect those most vulnerable to seasonal flu. We are aware that NHS Scotland 
Boards have seen increased and earlier demand this year for the vaccine from 
eligible groups, including health and social care staff. 
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Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether patients who are moved from hospitals to 
NHS-selected care homes at the request of the NHS and without family input should 
be asked to cover the costs of their care. 
 

S5W-32997  
 
Jeane Freeman:  Decisions regarding the discharge destination of patients ready for 
discharge is not a matter for the NHS. These decisions are made by social work 
professionals under the terms of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968, as part of a 
multi-disciplinary assessment of the individual's needs, wherever possible involving 
the patient, family and carers in the decision making process. 
 
Under the terms of the Coronavirus Act 2020, where it is not practicable to carry out 
an assessment, or to do so would cause unnecessary delay in providing care 
services to anyone before discharge then the local authority cannot apply any 
charges until that assessment takes place. These charges can be backdated if the 
assessment deems the placement is permanent, and all parties are in agreement. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it collects regarding the occupations of people who 
request COVID-19 tests. 
 

S5W-32564  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the statistical risk is of a care home resident (a) contracting and (b) dying from 
COVID-19 as a result of someone who has tested positive for the virus being 
discharged into their care home, and how this compares with the equivalent risks 
from a person (i) having an alcoholic drink in a pub, (ii) having an alcoholic drink with 
a starter meal in a restaurant, (iii) attending a soft play centre, (iv) attending a venue 
with background music playing, (v) visiting a friend’s home, (vi) sharing a car with (A) 
one, (B) two, (C) three and (D) four people, (vii) playing bowls, (viii) attending a 
football match as a spectator, (ix) who has not been tested since the start of the 
pandemic working as a (aa) home care worker, (bb) nurse or support worker in a 
hospital ward, (cc) police officer and (dd) prison officer, (x) driving a passenger bus, 
(xi) being a student and living in halls of residence, (xii) working in a shop and (xiii) 
teaching or working in a school. 
 

S5W-32899  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact of means-testing the Self-
Isolation Support Grant on its effectiveness in encouraging and enabling people to 
self-isolate. 
 

S5W-33036  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Self-Isolation Support Grant provides a payment of 
£500 to workers who would otherwise face a loss of income when they self-isolate. 
Many people will be able to work from home and should continue to be paid as 
normal by their employer while they are doing so. Some people who cannot work 
from home will face a significant loss of income as a result of self-isolation. 
 
Research undertaken for SAGE indicates that while willingness to self-isolate is high 
among all income groups, the self-reported ability to do so is three times lower in 
those with incomes less than £20,000. 
 
Whilst not all workers will be eligible for the Self-Isolation Support Grant, within the 
resources available, we are ensuring that support is targeted at the people who are 
at the highest risk of losing income, and for whom loss of income is most likely to be 
a barrier to self-isolation. 
 
We expect to publish management information on the early operation of the Grant in 
early December. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on the role that oil and 
gas workers have played as key workers during the COVID-19 pandemic; whether it 
will continue to consider them as key workers, and how it will continue to support 
them, and the industry, through the pandemic and beyond. 
 

S5W-32896  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish Ministers recognise the crucial role that oil and gas 
workers, as key workers, are continuing to play in not only maintaining a secure 
supply of energy to consumers at this time, but sustaining critical national 
infrastructure throughout this pandemic. 
 
We have already committed £100 million in 2020-21 to support those looking for 
work or at risk of redundancy to retrain and get back into work. This includes a  
£60 million fund to provide a job guarantee for young people, a new £25 million 
National Transition Training Fund and more funding to provide immediate assistance 
and advice if people are made redundant. with Skills Development Scotland 
continuing to offer PACE support services to all employees facing redundancy 
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We have also launched a £62 million Energy Transition Fund which will support 
businesses in the oil, gas and energy sectors to grow and diversify and will help to 
attract private sector investment, with key projects located within the North East of 
Scotland, including support for the Energy Transition Zone proposed for Aberdeen 
South Harbour.  
 
This investment in the Energy Transition Fund is a direct response to requests from 
industry stakeholders and members of the Oil and Gas and Energy Transition 
Strategic Leadership Group for support. The £62 million in investment will help 
unlock an overall private and public sector investment package in excess of  
£900 million and, in doing so, it will protect existing jobs and create new jobs in the 
energy sector, and help us make significant progress on energy transition as we 
move toward a net zero society by 2045. 
 
The Scottish Government will also continue to work closely with the UK Government, 
which retains many of the key powers and levers needed to support the sector, 
including on the delivery of a transformational North Sea Transition Deal to 
complement the funding committed by Scottish Ministers through the Energy 
Transition Fund. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-25863 by Paul Wheelhouse on 
30 October 2019, what it considers to be "genuine workforce engagement" in the 
absence of a collective bargaining agreement with the trade unions recognised 
under the contract for Northern Isles Ferry Services. 
 

S5W-32831  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: There is an ongoing collective dialogue and engagement with 
RMT and Nautilus International, under the Terms of the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement in place with both Trade Unions, for those employed by Serco Limited or 
its subsidiary companies working across the NorthLink Ferries operation. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic this engagement has been maintained on a regular basis 
through the effective use of remote digital communication tools. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with Serco Caledonian Sleeper regarding 
the proposal by the RMT to temporarily make an additional two berths available for 
staff rest periods, with the aim of reducing staff fatigue, and, in light of the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, for this arrangement to be reviewed at least every 12 
weeks. 
 

S5W-32904  
 
Michael Matheson: Transport Scotland has discussed this issue with both 
Caledonian Sleeper and the RMT.   
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This remains an operational matter and Transport Scotland continues to encourage 
meaningful dialogue between both parties to find a reasonable solution to this 
dispute. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the average number of (a) weekday and (b) weekend passengers 
has been on Serco Caledonian Sleeper services since 23 March 2020, and how this 
compares with pre-COVID-19 levels, expressed as a percentage. 
 

S5W-32905  
 
Michael Matheson: The Office of Rail and Road (ORR) produces passenger rail 
usage figures for all Train Operating Companies. All figures can be obtained from the 
ORR’s website, noting that for the most recent passenger rail usage data set 
(October 2020) Caledonian Sleeper was not included due to high levels of 
uncertainty around actual usage as a result of Covid-19 - 
 
http://dataportal.orr.gov.uk/media/1836/passenger-rail-usage-2020-21-q1.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://dataportal.orr.gov.uk/media/1836/passenger-rail-usage-2020-21-q1.pdf
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 12 NOVEMBER 2020 
 
First Minister’s Questions 
 
The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04537) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04538) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04540) 

6. Donald Cameron: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government’s 
response is to Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland's call for the introduction of a national 
support service for people with so-called long COVID. (S5F-04546) 

7. Mary Fee: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government is doing to 
support children’s mental health throughout the pandemic and subsequent 
restrictions. (S5F-04565) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 

 

Portfolio Questions: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 

2. Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support is available for 
tourism businesses. (S5O-04746) 

3. Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is giving to 
businesses in the hospitality and food and drink sectors in response to the impact of 
each level of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework. (S5O-04747) 

4. Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that all bed 
and breakfasts and guest houses will be eligible for financial support in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04748) 

7. Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to 
tourist attractions in light of the ongoing restrictions due to COVID-19. (S5O-04751) 

8. Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government what input the Scottish tourism 
sector has had into its decision-making on COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-04752) 

 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here.  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04537
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04538
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04540
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04546
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04565
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12933&i=116895
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04746
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04747
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04748
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04751
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04752
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12933&i=116919
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Government initiated questions lodged on 12 November 2020 

S5W-33206 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on the further development of the Flexible Workforce 
Development Fund. 

Written questions lodged on 12 November 2020 

S5W-33153 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32753 by Joe FitzPatrick on 10 November 2020, whether it will 
answer the question asked regarding for what reason dental patients are reportedly 
unable to receive some treatments on the NHS due to COVID-19 restrictions but are 
able to get the same treatment if they pay for it privately; whether it is aware of this 
issue being widely reported; if so, for what reason patients have been told this, and 
what action (a) patients can take in such circumstances and (b) it has taken to 
ensure that dental practices cannot take this position with their patients. 
S5W-33182 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the scientific evidence that it has received to determine the relationship between (a) 
the presence of alcohol and (b) responsible alcohol consumption in hospitality 
settings and the spread and prevalence of COVID-19, including the direct link of the 
impact on this of the different opening hours restrictions set out in the Strategic 
Framework. 
S5W-33183 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the COVID-19-related mortality rate for each week since 23 March 2020, also broken 
down by the number of deaths (a) that were directly attributed to the virus at the time 
of death and (b) where the presence of the virus was recorded on the death 
certificate and, if this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of 
transparency, it will consider gathering and publishing such data. 
S5W-33194 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
commitment made by the Deputy First Minister to the Parliament on 12 August 2020, 
and in a letter to EIS, how many teachers, nursery and educational support staff 
have been tested for COVID-19; where these tests took place, and what percentage 
of the tests were positive. 
S5W-33195 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government how many people work 
in care home settings of any nature or provide in-home social care to older or 
vulnerable people; (a) how many and (b) what percentage of these staff have had 
asymptotic testing for COVID-19; how often this testing has taken place, and what 
percentage of tests have been positive. 
S5W-33196 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the number of (a) passengers and (b) ferry staff who travelled from local 
authorities outside Argyll and Bute to use CalMac ferry services since 29 October 
2020 (i) from Oban and (ii) between Oban and Castlebay, and how many in each 
category travelled from local authority areas that are subject to level (A) 1, (B) 2 and 
(C) 3 COVID-19 restrictions in Scotland. R 
S5W-33199 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what additional funding 
it has provided to Serco NorthLink Ferries in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and what impact this has had on subsidy levels in its (a) 2012-20 and (b) current 
contract for Northern Isles Ferry Services. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33206
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33153
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33182
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33183
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33194
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33195
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33196
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33199
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S5W-33200 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions it has had with Serco NorthLink Ferries on measures to track and trace 
(a) passengers and (b) employees during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33204 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-32489 by Joe FitzPatrick on 9 November 2020, how many 
(a) people aged 65 and over, (b) people who have an eligible health condition, (c) 
pregnant women and (d) healthcare workers are eligible for the flu vaccination, also 
broken down by how many have received the vaccination to date. 
S5W-33205 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
support it is making available to students who would normally sustain their time away 
from home by undertaking part-time work in bars, shops and restaurants but who are 
unable to do so due to closures caused by COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-33222 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of Scotland 
being declared an Avian Flu Prevention Zone, what funding is available to 
businesses that are affected by both COVID-19 and avian flu restrictions, potentially 
leaving them with no revenue stream.  
S5W-33228 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
COVID-19 restrictions, whether the length of time that new mothers can receive free 
dental treatment will be extended. 
S5W-33230 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the COVID-19-related mortality rate for care home residents for each week since 23 
March 2020, and what proportion of all deaths related to the pandemic this 
represents, also broken down by the number of these deaths (a) that were directly 
attributed to the virus at the time of death and (b) were the presence of the virus 
recorded on the death certificate, and, if this information is not held centrally, 
whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering and publishing 
such data. 
S5W-33231 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
details of how many care home residents who have died from COVID-19-related 
conditions in each week since 23 March 2020 had been moved from a hospital 
setting, and, if this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of 
transparency, it will consider gathering and publishing such data. 
S5W-33232 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the COVID-19-related mortality rate for hospital patients for each week since 23 
March 2020, and what proportion of all deaths related to the pandemic this 
represents, also broken down by the number of these deaths (a) that were directly 
attributed to the virus at the time of death and (b) where the presence of the virus 
recorded on the death certificate, and, if this information is not held centrally, 
whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering and publishing 
such data. 
S5W-33233 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
details of home many hospital patients who have died from COVID-19-related 
conditions in each week since 23 March 2020 had been moved from a care home 
setting, and, if this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of 
transparency, it will consider gathering and publishing such data. 
S5W-33234 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the COVID-19-related mortality rate for people who have died in their own home for 
each week since 23 March 2020, and what proportion of all deaths related to the 
pandemic this represents, also broken down by the number of these deaths (a) that 
were directly attributed to the virus at the time of death and (b) where the presence 
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of the virus recorded on the death certificate, and, if this information is not held 
centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering and 
publishing such data. 
S5W-33235 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
details of how many people who have died in their own home from COVID-19-related 
conditions in  each week since 23 March 2020 had been moved from a (a) hospital 
and (b) care home setting, and, if this information is not held centrally, whether, in 
the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering and publishing such data. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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