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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 9 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 9 November can be found on page 32 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 9 November) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will consult local authorities to assess the economic impact of 
moving between tiers of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-32824  
 
Aileen Campbell: We have made a commitment to engage directly with Local 
Authorities in advance of any change to their level, including at a national level 
through COSLA and SOLACE. Such discussions will include assessments against 
the Four Harms, including the socio economic implications of any changes, 
recognising that the measures can have different impacts across different Local 
Authorities, based on their types and levels of employment. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many applications have been received for 
each of its COVID-19 Restrictions Funds, broken down by local authority area; how 
many of these (a) have been approved, (b) have been declined and (c) are awaiting 
a decision; whether it will update this information on a regular basis and, if so, how 
often it will provide these updates. 
 

S5W-32908  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government is working closely with COSLA and all local 
authorities to deliver the Restrictions Fund, including monitoring arrangements to 
record the numbers of applications received and payments made. Information for 
Closure and Hardships Funds which applied for the period 9 October– 2 November 
is published on the Scottish Government website, and we will ensure this information 
is updated regularly. 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, what action will be 
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carried out under its national mission to help create new jobs, not including the 
Youth Guarantee. 
 

S5W-32781  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Programme for Government was published on 1 September 
2020 and within that we commit to using all the tools at our disposal working with 
business and the third sector in a national mission to help create new jobs, good 
jobs and green jobs. 
 
This will include jobs created as a result of our £230m Economic Recovery Stimulus 
Package, £66m of which has been allocated to the green recovery, and our £100m 
Green Jobs Fund. 
 
To support the Mission we recently published Scotland's Inward Investment Plan: 
Shaping Scotland's Economy which seeks to deliver 100,000 direct jobs over the 
next decade. We have launched a consultation on our draft Infrastructure Investment 
Plan for Scotland 2021-2022 to 2025-2026 which we anticipate supporting around 
45,000 jobs. We are also investing £1.6 billion in transforming our homes and 
buildings over the next Parliament, expanding and accelerating our heat and energy 
efficiency programmes as part of a Green Recovery. We estimate this will support at 
least 3,000 jobs in the first year of the programmes, growing to at least 5,000 in the 
final year (2025-26). 
 
Over the next five years, Scottish Enterprise, with Highlands and Islands Enterprise, 
and South of Scotland Enterprise, will invest £50 million from the Green Jobs Fund 
to help businesses which provide sustainable and/or low carbon products and 
services to develop, grow and create jobs. More widely, the work of the enterprise 
networks continues to support new jobs. 
 
For example, Scottish Enterprise is working with North East Carbon Capture 
Utilisation and Storage (NECCUS) to develop a strong CCUS cluster resulting in 
new jobs for the oil and gas supply chain. It is developing a strong pipeline of FDI 
projects aligned to creating ‘green’ jobs in areas such as decarbonisation of 
transport and energy transition. It is also developing proposals to create a potentially 
significant number of jobs in production, and potentially export, of blue and green 
hydrogen. 
 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise is supporting job creation in the key sectors, 
including tourism and hospitality, energy and creative industries upon which the 
regional economy depends. It is also pursuing new opportunities in the growing 
space sector, life sciences, energy and the marine economy where the Highlands 
and Islands has natural, place-based advantages. It is continuing to invest in 
enabling infrastructure that creates jobs, including digital, land and property. 
 
South of Scotland Enterprise is working with energy provider, People’s Energy, to 
create an initial 100 new jobs over the next few months in Selkirk, with plans for 
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further recruitment. It is continuing to support business recovery alongside support 
for business start-up and growth and attracting investment in the South of Scotland. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the announcement by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture that "up to £9 million of funding will 
help with the costs of re-furloughing staff by supporting the 20% salary contribution 
required by the UK Government" and that "payment mechanisms for additional 
support on top of grants to support the top up costs of furlough currently met by 
business are being identified", when it expects to announce details of a payment 
mechanism to deliver additional support to businesses on top of existing 
commitments to help them meet their furlough contributions. 
 

S5W-32697  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Businesses that have already applied for a Closure Grant will be 
contacted by their local authority directly to add the furlough support to their 
application. Any closure grant applications received before 5pm on 3 November will 
be considered to include the application for the furlough support grant. LAs will carry 
out a retrospective exercise of businesses that have already applied for the Closure 
Grant to identify those applications containing sufficient information to enable an 
award to be made and also proactively contact the other businesses (whether a 
Closure Grant has been awarded or not) to invite an application for the furlough 
support grant. 
 
Any business that think they may be eligible can contact their local authority to check 
until 30 November 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the £11 million Coronavirus (COVID-19) Restrictions Fund will become 
available for applications. 
 

S5W-32725  
 
Fiona Hyslop: On 27 October, we announced that a portion of the Contingency 
Fund would be used specifically to support nightclubs and soft play centres in 
recognition of the financial challenges they are experiencing having been closed 
since March. Nightclubs and soft play centres do not need to apply for this funding 
as eligible businesses will be contacted directly by local authorities. 
 
We are continuing to consider where the remainder of the Contingency Fund would 
be most effectively deployed in supporting businesses impact by restrictions. 
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Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to strengthen support for developing skills and 
training for people who lose their jobs because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32789  
 
Jamie Hepburn: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to expand home learning provision for pupils who 
cannot attend school due to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32879  
 
John Swinney: Responsibility for arranging learning for children who have to self-
isolate or quarantine rests with the child’s school and the relevant local authority. 
 
To enhance the options available to schools, Scottish Government and Education 
Scotland are working with the Association of Directors of Education to deliver the e-
learning national partnership initiative, which seeks to widen access to live lessons, 
recorded lessons and digital learning and teaching resources. Further detail is 
available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-
offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/ 
 
Education Scotland's new Scotland Learns mini site provides additional learning at 
home activities and ideas to complement any online learning and offline learning 
provided by the school. Further information is available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/ 
 
In order to improve access to devices to support home learning, funding allocations 
for devices and connectivity have been made to all 32 local authorities, helping to 
provide 70,000 devices and 18,000 connectivity solutions to disadvantaged children 
and young people across Scotland. 
 
Further advice and support to parents is provided via the Parent Club website, which 
now has a number of dedicated pages on how to support children’s learning during 
Covid-19. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to ensure equality of access to home learning across 
the country. 
 

S5W-32881  

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
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John Swinney: The Scottish Government is investing £25m to support digital 
inclusion amongst disadvantaged children and young people across Scotland so that 
they can stay connected to their learning, their teachers and their peers if they are 
unable to physically attend school. It is expected that up to 70,000 individuals will 
benefit from this investment. 
 
In addition, we fund provision of the national online learning environment, Glow. 
Glow is comprised of a range of online tools and services such as Microsoft Office 
365, Google G-Suite for Education and Wordpress Blogs and is freely available to all 
learners and teachers in Scotland. 
 
Access to technology and online services is crucial but it is also of vital importance 
that relevant learning opportunities are available. Schools and practitioners know 
their learners best and are responsible for arranging learning including through the 
use of technology. Education Scotland, e-Sgoil, the Association of Directors of 
Education in Scotland, the Scottish Government and Regional Improvement 
Collaboratives are working in partnership to increase the support available nationally 
for e-learning. This National e-Learning Offer will complement the online learning 
already being successfully delivered by schools and teachers across Scotland and 
will comprise live, recorded and supported content. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will announce arrangements for students moving between halls 
of accommodation and family or other residences over the Christmas period. 
 

S5W-32934  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is working closely and urgently with 
the sector and student bodies to put in place guidance so the students are able to 
return to their families at Christmas. We will publish this in the very near future. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will introduce routine COVID-19 testing of staff and pupils in schools. 
 

S5W-32465  
 
John Swinney: John Swinney; The Scottish Government’s approach to using 
testing alongside other measures to suppress COVID-19 outbreaks is set out in 
Scotland’s Strategic Framework, published on 23 October and available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/. 
 
This approach is informed by the clinical and scientific review of our testing strategy, 
also published on 23 October and available at https://www.gov.scot/news/clinical-
and-scientific-review-of-testing/. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/news/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-testing/
https://www.gov.scot/news/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-testing/
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Testing is available to anyone who has symptoms of COVID-19, including school 
children and the education workforce. Testing is also available for asymptomatic 
staff in schools and early learning settings who are concerned they have been 
exposed to the risk of infection. In addition, Public Health Scotland have recently 
commenced recruitment of a sample of school staff who will undertake antibody 
tests as part of the enhanced Covid-19 surveillance being carried out within schools. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will introduce temperature checks in schools for staff and pupils. 
 

S5W-32463  
 
John Swinney: There are no plans to introduce temperature checks in schools at 
the current time. As referenced in S5W-32464 on 30 October 2020, there is not 
enough evidence to support the use of Infrared Thermal Imaging devices to detect 
potential COVID-19 cases. Employing it, even as a visible sign of caution to promote 
public confidence, could lead to over-confidence and reduction of compliance with 
other measures. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will introduce testing for COVID-19 of all student teachers prior to them 
taking up school placements. 
 

S5W-32459  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to provide internet access to pupils who need to learn 
from home due to COVID-19 but who do not have a home broadband connection. 
 

S5W-32882  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government is investing £25m to support digital 
inclusion amongst school-aged learners across Scotland. This includes the provision 
of internet connectivity solutions, which are primarily being delivered through mobile 
broadband MiFi Units and associated data packages for learners who do not have 
adequate internet access at home. Decisions on the number of MiFi devices and 
data packages required are being taken by individual councils. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason it is reportedly not following the World Health Organization (WHO) advice to 
test, trace and isolate every case of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32462  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will introduce routine COVID-19 testing of staff and patients in hospitals. 
 

S5W-32466  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason dental patients are reportedly unable to receive some treatments on the NHS 
due to COVID-19 restrictions but are able to get the same treatment if they pay for it 
privately. 
 

S5W-32753  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people have contracted COVID-19 in each month since March 2020, and 
how many of those have subsequently died. 
 

S5W-32757  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any NHS board used an age-based frailty score system triage tool at any time during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and how such a system operated. 
 

S5W-32762  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, whether the 
geographical allocation of tier levels will be based on NHS board, local authority area 
or council ward. 
 

S5W-32783  
 
Jeane Freeman: The First Minister announced on 29 October that the levels across 
Scotland from 2 November would be based initially on a local authority unit of 
geography. There is however discretion to apply levels in future to whichever 
geography is most likely to be effective in suppressing the virus. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the lifetime is of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, and whether 
it considers that it will still apply beyond a time when a vaccine is developed or when 
there are no COVID-19 cases in the country. 
 

S5W-32776  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32775 on 9 
November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of restrictions in the level zero tier of the COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework, what discussions it has had with its scientific advisers about when and if 
there can be a return to unrestricted living conditions on a (a) national and (b) 
regional basis, and what conditions will have to be met to achieve this, including if 
the COVID-19 virus is deemed endemic, and how regularly these discussions take 
place. 
 

S5W-32775  
 
Jeane Freeman: Levels set out in our new Strategic Framework 
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/) 
are likely to be necessary until we are in a position to move into Phase 4 of our route 
map. To do this the virus must effectively have ceased to be a significant issue in 
Scotland. That might be because, for example, an effective vaccine had been 
developed and used on sufficient scale in Scotland and/or we have an effective 
treatment available across Scotland that essentially removed the health risk from the 
virus and/or transmission is so low that we are confident that the virus can be 
controlled without the restrictions of Phase 3. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
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Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is consulting stakeholders and politicians regarding the COVID-
19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-32784  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scotland’s Strategic Framework sets out an approach to applying 
restrictions only where necessary, and removing them as soon as they have 
achieved their effect. Ministers have set out the framework with an open mind, and 
committed to engaging with Parliament, Local Government and others on its 
implementation. 
 
The Scottish Government has consulted with relevant stakeholder organisations, 
including sectors such as hospitality, that are subject to specific measures, both in 
advance of the publication and during the development of supporting guidance. This 
included direct engagement with representative organisations, from both Scottish 
Government officials and Ministers. 
 
We also engaged with local authorities through both COSLA and Society Of Local 
Authority Chief Executives in advance of the publication of the strategy. This 
included correspondence from the Scottish Government’s Director General 
Constitution and External Affairs with the Chief Executive of COSLA on 26 October 
that sought her support in engaging local government leaders on reaching decisions 
on initial levels for local authority areas; understanding how these levels will affect 
areas, and identifying the sectors, areas and issues where a partnership approach 
with the Scottish Government, Local Authorities, Health Boards and others can be 
most effective; as well as other comments. 
 
To ensure proper parliamentary scrutiny, the final framework was also subject to the 
views of the Scottish Parliament. We engaged with all political parties on the detail of 
the framework, and put this to a debate and vote in Parliament on 27 October. 
 
This illustrates our clear commitment to engage on the nature and application of this 
Framework, including full Parliamentary scrutiny of any future amendments to the 
Framework. However, it is ultimately for Scottish Ministers to make decisions to 
apply or amend the Framework, including allocation of levels, in line with their 
statutory powers to protect public health. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, what set of 
circumstances or criteria will trigger movement between each tier. 
 

S5W-32782 

Jeane Freeman: Decisions on levels are made by Scottish Ministers taking account 
of all the relevant facts and circumstances available. This includes the use of five 
indicators used to inform decisions on what COVID-19 level applies to each local 
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authority, details on which are available on the Scottish Government’s website in our 
modelling paper (published 28 October)  
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-
guidance/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-
authorities/documents/modelling-paper/modelling-
paper/govscot%3Adocument/Modelling%2B-%2BPaper%2B-
%2BLocal%2Bauthority%2Blevels%2B28%2Boct.pdf and specific slide pack 
file://scotland.gov.uk/dc1/fs5_home/u201241/Covid+indicators+-
+Slidepack+29+Oct+1051%20(3).pdf 
 
The indicators used are the number of cases per 100,000 people, including for 
particular age groups, using both the latest actual data and a two week forecast; the 
test positivity rate; and the number of people likely to need acute hospital care or 
intensive care in future weeks. Each indicator has a signal – a number from 0 to 4 
that matches with the corresponding levels. Details on the thresholds that act as a 
signalling mechanism are provided within these papers, but it should be noted that 
these remain a work in progress, nor are decisions on levels automatically triggered 
by them. 
 
Wider considerations will also apply, through the Four Harms assessment, in 
recognition that action taken to suppress the virus can itself cause harm to wider 
health the social and economic wellbeing of Scotland. This includes the prevalence 
of infection elsewhere, including neighbouring areas; demographics; economic 
profile of an area, including levels of deprivation; trends in the data; and the 
effectiveness of public health measures. 
 
Further consideration is being given, by the National Incident Management Team 
and others, to public health advice on the application of levels and to the 
development of potential additional indicators for future use. 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, whether the 
geographical allocation of tier levels will be based on NHS board, local authority area 
or council ward. 
 

S5W-32783  
 
Jeane Freeman: The First Minister announced on 29 October that the levels across 
Scotland from 2 November would be based initially on a local authority unit of 
geography. There is however discretion to apply levels in future to whichever 
geography is most likely to be effective in suppressing the virus. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, how it will implement 
testing of care home visitors, and when this programme will be rolled out. 
 

S5W-32778 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/documents/modelling-paper/modelling-paper/govscot%3Adocument/Modelling%2B-%2BPaper%2B-%2BLocal%2Bauthority%2Blevels%2B28%2Boct.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/documents/modelling-paper/modelling-paper/govscot%3Adocument/Modelling%2B-%2BPaper%2B-%2BLocal%2Bauthority%2Blevels%2B28%2Boct.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/documents/modelling-paper/modelling-paper/govscot%3Adocument/Modelling%2B-%2BPaper%2B-%2BLocal%2Bauthority%2Blevels%2B28%2Boct.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/documents/modelling-paper/modelling-paper/govscot%3Adocument/Modelling%2B-%2BPaper%2B-%2BLocal%2Bauthority%2Blevels%2B28%2Boct.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/documents/modelling-paper/modelling-paper/govscot%3Adocument/Modelling%2B-%2BPaper%2B-%2BLocal%2Bauthority%2Blevels%2B28%2Boct.pdf
file://///scotland.gov.uk/dc1/fs5_home/u201241/Covid+indicators+-+Slidepack+29+Oct+1051%20(3).pdf
file://///scotland.gov.uk/dc1/fs5_home/u201241/Covid+indicators+-+Slidepack+29+Oct+1051%20(3).pdf
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Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government’s Strategic Framework for the Pandemic, 
published on 23 October, sets out plans to develop the testing element of Test and 
Protect over the next three months which focusses on building capacity within NHS 
Scotland and deploying expansions in UK Government testing capacity and 
capability to its maximum effect in Scotland. Further details can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/. 
 
As set out in our Clinical and Scientific review of the Testing Strategy, the consensus 
clinical view of the prioritisation of capacity, over and above that required to meet 
symptomatic demand, clinical care requirements and existing commitments, is that 
the focus in any extension of routine regular asymptomatic testing should be on 
protecting those most vulnerable to severe harm. Further details can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-
october-2020/. 
 
As testing capacity builds over the next three months, and in line with clinical and 
public health priorities identified though the review of our testing strategy, this will 
include considering how best to introduce testing for visitors to those who live in care 
homes where this can add an additional layer of risk mitigation to enable safe visiting 
to continue. Further details on the Framework can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/. 
 
We recognise that routine testing of people who do not have symptoms has an 
important role to play in protecting the vulnerable and preventing outbreaks in high 
risk settings. It must however be seen alongside a strong emphasis on symptomatic 
individuals immediately self-isolating and arranging testing, use of appropriate PPE, 
physical distancing, environmental optimisation and decontamination and good 
social hygiene. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, when care at home 
workers will be tested weekly. 
 

S5W-32777 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government’s Strategic Framework for the Pandemic, 
published on 23 October, sets out plans to develop the testing element of Test and 
Protect over the next three months which focusses on building capacity within NHS 
Scotland and deploying expansions in UK Government testing capacity and 
capability to its maximum effect in Scotland. Further details can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/. 
 
As set out in our Clinical and Scientific review of the Testing Strategy, the consensus 
clinical view of the prioritisation of capacity, over and above that required to meet 
symptomatic demand, clinical care requirements and existing commitments, is that 
the focus in any extension of routine regular asymptomatic testing should be on 
protecting those most vulnerable to severe harm. Further details can be found here: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-
october-2020/. 
 
As testing capacity builds over the next three months, and in line with clinical and 
public health priorities identified though the review of our testing strategy, this will 
include considering how best to extend routine testing to staff who provide care at 
home for those most vulnerable to harm. 
 
We recognise that routine testing of people who do not have symptoms has an 
important role to play in protecting the vulnerable and preventing outbreaks in high 
risk settings. It must however be seen alongside a strong emphasis on symptomatic 
social care staff immediately self-isolating and arranging testing, use of appropriate 
PPE, physical distancing, environmental optimisation and decontamination and good 
social hygiene. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what flexibility local 
authorities have to set localised lockdowns in particular districts, towns or 
subdivisions. 
 

S5W-32804  
 
Jeane Freeman: While we have made a clear commitment to engage with Local 
Authorities on the setting of the individual levels, it is ultimately for Scottish Ministers 
to make decisions regarding their allocation, in line with their statutory powers to 
protect public health. 
 
As indicated in our Coronavirus (COVID-19): Scotland’s Strategic Framework 
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/) the 
measures are most likely to be applied at the level of local authorities, which is the 
basis of our initial allocation of levels. There is however discretion for Ministers to 
apply levels in future to whichever geography is most likely to be effective in 
suppressing the virus. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government in what circumstances Test and Protect app users are advised to 
disable Bluetooth, and whether detailed guidance on this has been issued to 
employers and employees. 
 

S5W-32870  
 
Jeane Freeman: The following guidance has been issued to workplaces for them to 
share with their employees. Guidance on how to use the app is accessible via the 
app on the Protect Scotland website. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
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All app users should therefore keep their phone on and with them whenever 
possible, with the app active on their phone at all times except in a small number of 
circumstances: 
 
• If the user is a health or social care worker in a clinical setting, wearing 
medical grade PPE. This includes ambulance personnel 
• If the user is protected by a fixed physical barrier from customers and 
colleagues such as a Perspex screen for most of the working day. This doesn’t apply 
for those who constantly move around (e.g. café workers behind tills with a screen 
who also move around the café) 
• If the user keeps their phone in a locker or equivalent facility at work and not 
on their person 
 
In these circumstances, ideally individuals should turn off their phone as that means 
the app will automatically continue to work when the phone is turned back on again. 
Alternatively users can pause the app for a nominal period of time after which the 
app will turn back on. 
 
The app should NOT be switched off in the following scenarios: 
 
• Where PPE, including visors and face coverings, is used in non-clinical 
settings (e.g. building sites, café’s, transport, by fire and police personnel etc.) 
• In the home or vehicles (signals from adjoining properties or vehicles are 
unlikely to result in a contact alert) 
 
Further supporting material for employers can be found at 
https://protect.scot/stakeholder-and-partners. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government where the three new regional laboratory hubs for COVID-19 testing will 
be located; what the associated costs will be for each, and to which organisations 
these will be paid. 
 

S5W-32857  
 
Jeane Freeman: The three hubs will be based in NHS Grampian, NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde and NHS Lothian with sites at Gartnavel Hospital in Glasgow, 
Lauriston Place in Edinburgh, and Foresterhill in Aberdeen. The Health Boards in 
which each hub is located will be funded to meet the costs involved. 
 
The associated costs are indicative at this stage and will be finalised as preparations 
for go-live are complete. They include the cost of equipment, robotics, construction 
and fit-out, with ongoing running costs to be confirmed when the laboratories are 
operational. The indicative costs are: 
 
Glasgow:  £9.5 million 
Lothian:  £4.1 million 

https://protect.scot/stakeholder-and-partners
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Grampian: £3.1 million 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government to what extent local authorities will be (a) involved in decision-making 
and (b) consulted on the local impact of moving to higher tiers of the COVID-19 
Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-32823 

Jeane Freeman: As we have stated in our Coronavirus (COVID-19): Scotland’s 
Strategic Framework (https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-
strategic-framework/), we engage with our local authority partners prior to making 
decisions about which levels to apply and whether to escalate or move down, 
recognising that their support is vital to the success of this approach, and delivery 
bodies on whom we rely upon to implement and oversee the measures. Such 
decisions are based on an assessment against a number of factors, including the 
economic and social characteristics of local authority areas, in reference against all 
Four Harms, as set out in our COVID-19 Framework for Decision-Making towards 
dealing with the pandemic. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many Community 
COVID-19 Testing Specialists it has recruited; how many have completed training, 
and how many are collecting samples in Scotland. 
 

S5W-32821  
 
Jeane Freeman: This is a matter for the Office for National Statistics. The 
information requested is not held centrally. 
 
I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32817 on 9 November 2020. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason IQVIA has 
delayed training for swab technician and blood tester roles, recruited by Reed, which 
are necessary to take part in the Office for National Statistics COVID-19 infection 
survey. 
 

S5W-32820  
 
Jeane Freeman: This is a matter for the Office for National Statistics. The 
information requested is not held centrally. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32817 on 9 November 2020. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it has taken to 
encourage the public to partake in the Office for National Statistics COVID-19 
infection survey; on what date any communication was sent to the public on this 
topic, and how many people were contacted. 
 

S5W-32819  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32817 on 9 
November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
September 2020 deadline was missed for Scotland to join the Office for National 
Statistics COVID-19 infection survey, and by what date it expects Scotland to take 
part. 
 

S5W-32817  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scotland joined the COVID-19 Infection Survey, led by the Office 
for National Statistics, in September, with letters inviting households to participate in 
the survey reaching the first households on Friday the 18th of September. Fieldwork 
commenced in Scotland on Monday the 21st of September and has been ongoing 
since then. Approximately 5,000 households were invited to participate in the survey 
in Scotland in the first week. As of the 29th of October, over 64,000 households have 
been invited to participate in the survey. 
 
The COVID-19 Infection Survey is being conducted by the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) and the University of Oxford, on behalf of the UK and Scottish 
Government. The Scottish Government is not actively involved in the training of 
swab technician and blood tester roles. 
 
The first results for Scotland were published on Friday the 23rd of October and are 
published on the Scottish Government website, and on the ONS website: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditio
nsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/previousReleases 
alongside results for England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/previousReleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/previousReleases
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance it has given to care home 
providers regarding the provision of emergency NHS dental care to residents during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32970 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government published updated guidance on 3rd 
September detailing that healthcare professionals including dentists could resume 
visits to care homes and setting out that emergency dental care was always 
available. Care home providers were advised of this by letter on the same date. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32107 by Jeane Freeman on 29 
September 2020, how much of the additional funding for supporting social care spent 
to date has been on (a) PPE costs, (b) staffing or sickness costs, (c) the 3.3% pay 
uplift, (d) reduction in occupancy costs and (e) other costs related to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32584 

Jeane Freeman: To date, the Scottish Government has provided over £245 million 
of additional funding to support Health & Social Care Partnerships (HSCPs) in 
responding to additional COVID pressures in 2020-21. Details of the allocation by 
expenditure categories are set out in the following table: 
 

Expenditure Categories 
 

£m 

Social Care 151.6 

PPE 7.9 

Test and Protect 0.6 

Hospital scale up - Staffing and beds 7.7 

Loss of income 6.7 

Equipment and Maintenance costs 2.5 

Other 5.7 

Primary care 30.4 

Digital transformation 1.4 

Remobilisation  1.7 

Additional staff costs HSCPs 29.3 

Total 245.5 

 
The Scottish Government continues to work closely with Local Authorities and 
COSLA to ensure they have the resources needed to address the financial 
pressures relating to COVID-19. We have committed to provide additional funding 
across the sector following further reviews in November and January. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/06/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/documents/adult-care-homes-guidance-for-visits-and-activities-to-enhance-wellbeing-cabinet-secretary-for-health-letter-3rd-september-2020/adult-care-homes-guidance-for-visits-and-activities-to-enhance-wellbeing-cabinet-secretary-for-health-letter-3rd-september-2020/govscot%3Adocument/JF%2Bto%2BCHM%2B-%2BCH%2BGuidance%2BSept%2B2020.docx.pdf
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In agreement with COSLA the Scottish Government has confirmed separate funding 
of £8.8 million to Health and Social Care Partnerships for the Living Wage, on the 
basis that this represents 0.8% of overall costs. This was predicated on the 
expectation that Partnerships would have already been anticipating an uplift in the 
region of 2.5% as part of their baseline budget assumptions, and with this being 
supported by £25 million provided as part of the Scottish Budget specifically for 
continued delivery of the Living Wage. 
 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many people in high-risk cohorts were 
eligible for the flu vaccination at the beginning of October 2020, and how many have 
received the vaccination so far. 
 

S5W-32489  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: This season, the Scottish Government aim to vaccinate more 
people than ever before. In total, we are aiming to vaccinate 2.4 million people, 
which is an increase of 800,000 vaccines from last year’s programme. 
 
The flu vaccination programme officially began on 1 October, and a phased 
approach is being taken this year. The following groups are being vaccinated in 
Phase 1, and have been eligible for vaccination since 1 October: 
 
• People aged 65 and over 
• People who have an eligible health condition 
• Pregnant women 
• Healthcare workers 
• Social care workers who provide direct personal care 
• Household members of people who are shielding 
• Young and unpaid carers 
• Children aged 2-5 (and not yet at school) 
• Primary school children 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
the event that a COVID-19 vaccine becomes available, whether it will be offered to 
everyone in Scotland and, if not, what percentage of the population will be offered it, 
and what criteria will be used to determine who is offered it. 
 

S5W-32352  
 
Jeane Freeman: Access to a safe and effective COVID-19 vaccination is dependent 
on success in at least one of over 200 vaccine trials underway worldwide. When a 
vaccine might become available in Scotland, and how it might be prioritised and 
delivered, will depend in part on which vaccine candidates are successful. 
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While there is no guarantee of success in any of the trials, we are planning on the 
basis of vaccines becoming available. In Scotland we already routinely deliver nearly 
2 million doses of vaccine each year and we have a comprehensive vaccine delivery 
infrastructure in place. We are working on a plan to upscale this to deliver a COVID-
19 vaccine, in the event that a safe and effective vaccine does become available, 
and we have established the Flu Vaccines and COVID-19 Vaccinations Programme 
Board to oversee this work. 
 
Eligibility and prioritisation decisions will be based on clinical evidence and advice. 
We will be guided by the Joint Committee on Vaccinations and Immunisation (JCVI) 
which provides independent advice on immunisation, including on the efficacy and 
safety of vaccines and on the priority groups to be vaccinated. 
 
On 23rd October, the First Minister published "COVID-19: Our strategic approach", 
which provides an update on the work which has been done and is ongoing to 
prepare for a COVID-19 vaccination programme, should a safe and effective vaccine 
become available. 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish the scientific 
and medical evidence on which the most recent COVID-19 restrictions are based. 
 

S5W-32229  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government provides regular updates on the 
response to tackling the pandemic on its website. The evidence on which the most 
recent COVID-19 restrictions were based was published on 07 October 2020. It can 
be found at www.gov.scot in the publications section, or more specifically: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-paper-october-
2020/ 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many healthcare workers who have carried out testing for COVID-
19 have tested positive for the virus. 
 

S5W-32269  
 
Jeane Freeman: Health Boards have been routinely testing healthcare workers in 
key areas (oncology, long stay elderly care and mental health wards where the 
length of stay is over three months) since 08 July. 
 
The way in which the test is administered will be determined locally by occupational 
health, or public health. The test should be performed at the place of work and the 
preferred method of testing would be self or peer testing in the clinical area. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-paper-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-paper-october-2020/
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The preferred route of testing is a decision made by Health Boards and those 
receiving the test, and the method is not recorded at the time of the test taking place. 
 
The Scottish Government has been working closely with Health Boards to develop 
key data on the testing of NHS staff to ensure robust and reliable information. We 
are working to ensure the data is robust and aim publish this data once this is 
confirmed. 
 
. 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role it considers COVID-19 testing can play in the resumption of 
care home visiting. 
 

S5W-32454  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the recently published clinical testing paper. 
This can be found at: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-
report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-
2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-
strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-
strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2
Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Scottish Ambulance Service 
has permanently closed its mobile COVID-19 testing site at Ravenscraig Regional 
Sports Facility and, if so, for what reason. 
 

S5W-32467  
 
Jeane Freeman: This site continues to be in operation by the Scottish Ambulance 
Service. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what proportion of people in Scotland who have tested positive for 
COVID-19 following a routine test have been asymptomatic. 
 

S5W-32504  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring information on 
the Covid-19 epidemic in Scotland is available to the public. On this occasion, The 
Scottish Government does not hold the information requested, officials continue to 
work with Public Health Scotland to understand what information could be made 
available. 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf
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Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will consider putting in place a regular 
COVID-19 testing regime for home carers in order to prevent house-to-house 
transmission, in light of the stricter measures already in place for care home staff. 
 

S5W-32397 

Jeane Freeman: A Clinical and Scientific review of the Scottish Governments 
COVID-19 Testing Strategy published on 23 October 2020 has been carried out in 
light of the latest evidence of the state of the epidemic in Scotland and 
understanding of testing capacity and demand forecasts in the next three months. 
 
The consensus clinical view of the prioritisation of capacity, over and above that 
required to meet symptomatic demand, clinical care requirements and existing 
commitments, is that the focus in any extension of routine regular asymptomatic 
testing should be on protecting those most vulnerable to severe harm. Further details 
on the review can be found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/. 
 
As set out in our Strategic Framework for the pandemic, also published on 23 
October 2020, as testing capacity builds over the next three months, this will include 
considering how best to extend routine testing to staff who provide care at home for 
those most vulnerable to harm. Further details on the Framework can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/. 
 
We recognise that routine testing of people who do not have symptoms has an 
important role to play in protecting the vulnerable and preventing outbreaks in high 
risk settings. It must however be seen alongside a strong emphasis on symptomatic 
social care staff immediately self-isolating and arranging testing, use of appropriate 
PPE, physical distancing, environmental optimisation and decontamination and good 
social hygiene. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to ensure that 
personalised stratified follow-up is introduced with a digitalised IT remote monitoring 
system to all suitable prostate cancer patients as pathways recover from the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32515  
 
Jeane Freeman: Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROM) have the potential 
to provide vital information in how we configure our services. A range of very 
effective digital solutions are already in place to support these. Our Cancer Recovery 
Plan will set out the national support we will provide to assessing the potential and 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
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value of these, linking with other digital strategies, and guiding pan-Scotland 
approaches to adoption. 
 
Alongside this, we are considering innovative ways to safely carry on remote 
monitoring in a COVID-19 context. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which companies or organisations are responsible for running the (a) 
regional COVID-19 testing programme and (b) Glasgow Lighthouse Lab. 
 

S5W-32582  
 
Jeane Freeman: (a) UK Governments Department of Health and Social Care are 
responsible for the delivery of the UK Covid 19 testing programme, and as part of 
this, the Glasgow Lighthouse Lab. 
 
(b) These three large NHS labs will, go live over November and December, and 
provide at least 22,000 tests per day for the NHS and will be under our direct control. 
Initially, the regional hubs will focus on processing care home staff tests and will offer 
vital resilience to health boards as we head into winter. The labs will be located in 
space previously occupied by Scottish Blood Transfusion Service. This includes sites 
at Gartnavel Hospital in Glasgow, Lauriston Place in Edinburgh, and Foresterhill in 
Aberdeen. 
 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of reports of some people waiting up to five days for COVID-19 
test results from the Lighthouse Labs Network, what plans it has to provide access to 
faster test results, including through NHS Scotland laboratories, for (a) NHS and (b) 
other frontline staff in order to reduce the length of time that such staff are unable to 
work due to self-isolation. 
 

S5W-32607  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is aware that in recent weeks people 
have experienced a number of problems with the testing system, including being 
unable to book tests/obtain home testing kits; being offered testing slots far from 
their homes and/or experiencing delays in receiving the results of tests they have 
taken. 
 
We are working to increase overall testing capacity in Scotland by: 
 
• Deploying additional mobile testing units. 
• Increasing the number of tests that can be carried out at regional testing 
centres. 
• Utilising additional NHS testing capacity, for example by activating additional 
drive-through facilities. 
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• Establishing 22 new walk-through centres (Local Test Sites) across Scotland. 
 
We are engaging closely with universities, health boards and local authorities to 
deliver these local test sites (LTSs), which are designed to meet the needs of people 
who do not have access to a car. 11 Local Testing Sites (in St Andrews, Glasgow 
city centre, west Glasgow, Aberdeen, Edinburgh, West Dunbartonshire, Stirling, 
Dundee, Sighthill in west Edinburgh, Inverness and Inverclyde) are now operational. 
 
We have made testing a priority for care home staff so we are currently migrating the 
routine testing of care home staff into NHS Scotland labs. 
 
Three new regional hubs will open during November and December and when fully 
functional will provide at least an additional 22,000 tests per day for NHS Scotland. 
The hubs will be used in the first instance to process care home staff testing and 
provide capacity and resilience to health boards throughout the winter and beyond. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of reports that other countries are using negative ion ionisers to 
tackle COVID-19, what research it has undertaken on the use of these, and whether 
it plans to look again at their use in this regard. 
 

S5W-32623  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) has set up 
a Short Life Working Group to consider the evidence surrounding the efficacy of “air 
cleaning” devices. They had their first meeting at the end of October 2020, but at this 
point there is no indication as to how long it will take them to arrive at any 
conclusions or to decide if they can be used in a healthcare setting. 
. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many excess deaths there were (a) outside and (b) inside care homes in the first six 
months of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32759  
 
Jeane Freeman: The information, covering the first 6 months of the pandemic, is 
published by National Records of Scotland (NRS) in their monthly 'Deaths involving 
coronavirus (COVID-19) in Scotland' reports. The latest report was published on 14th 
October. 
 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-
41.pdf 
 
It showed that from week 12 to week 37 (mid-March to mid-September) there were 
2,258 excess deaths in care homes (37% above average), 3,458 excess deaths at 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-41.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-41.pdf
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home or in non-institutional settings (47% above average) and whilst after an early 
peak, hospital deaths fell below average levels in week 19 (4th – 10th May) and are 
now 686 (5%) below average levels for the period covering weeks 12-37. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
advice was given to the Scottish Ambulance Service regarding who to admit to 
hospital during the first six months of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32760  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Ambulance Service always make decisions on 
requirement to convey patients to Hospital on an individual and clinical basis. 
 
Whilst receiving no direct advice from the Scottish Government, SAS implemented a 
specific protocol on 3rd April 2020 commonly used during a pandemic to help 
understand the clinical acuity of patients presenting with Covid-19 symptoms in order 
for SAS to respond appropriately. 
 
Following a standard methodology of structure questions, this protocol helps to 
identify priority symptoms and assess levels of clinical risk to support decision 
making. 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-32297 by Jeane Freeman on 23 October 
2020, whether there are specific plans to open dedicated clinics that treat the long-
term symptoms of COVID-19; if so, what timeframe it has for the opening of such 
clinics, and where these will be situated. 
 

S5W-32768  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to my answer to question S5O-04711, provided 
in the Chamber on 4 November 2020. The answer can be found at 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12916. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on whether its health policies for older people during the COVID-19 
pandemic have been discriminatory. 
 

S5W-32765  
 
Jeane Freeman: Since the start of the pandemic our priority has been to save lives 
and we have always placed the upholding of human rights at the heart of our 
approach. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12916
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COVID-19 presents an unprecedented public health challenge and the actions we 
have taken in responding to that challenge have been, and continue to be, carefully 
monitored to ensure that they are fully compliant with the European Convention on 
Human Rights (ECHR) and with the wider international human rights obligations. 
 
However, we recognise the challenges faced by many older people during the 
pandemic and have worked hard to ensure they are supported. We have provided a 
range of support including the national helpline and the £350 million funding package 
to support communities affected by the pandemic. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-32297 by Jeane Freeman on 23 October 
2020, whether it will request that NHS boards accelerate plans to open dedicated 
clinics that treat the long-term symptoms of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32769  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to my answer to question S5O-04711, provided 
in the Chamber on 4 November 2020. The answer can be found at 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12916. 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the system that is 
currently being used for the roll-out of the flu vaccination programme will also be 
used for the roll-out of a COVID-19 vaccine once one is available. 
 

S5W-32792  
 
Jeane Freeman: Eligibility and prioritisation decision will be based on clinical 
evidence and we will be guided by the JCVI which provides independent advice on 
immunisation, including on the efficacy and safety of vaccines and priority groups to 
be vaccinated. 
 
We are taking a different approach for a COVID-19 programme, incorporating 
learning from this year's seasonal flu delivery. We are developing a national plan for 
COVID-19 where delivery models will be determined nationally, in consultation with 
Health Boards. In terms of systems for calling people in for appointments, we are 
investigating how we can use the digital infrastructure developed for contact tracing 
to support a more effective and efficient means of scheduling appointments. 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will consider allowing the designation of one nominated family member per 
care home resident as a key worker in order to ensure they have the right to visit 
their relative. 
 

S5W-32627  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12916
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Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government continues to review the best available 
evidence and consider the safest possible approaches to visiting in care homes. 
 
It is important to balance the serious risks posed by the virus to care home residents 
with other considerations, including human rights, such as the right to a family life. 
 
All residents should be able to enjoy contact with their loved ones where it is safe to 
do so given the beneficial impact which visits have, on mental and emotional 
wellbeing. That is why it is recommended that a designated visitor is identified for 
each resident and is supported to visit indoors where it is safe to do so . The updated 
guidance, which was published on 12 October, provides advice on ways to support 
and enhance those visits. 
 
It remains the recommendation that essential visits are safely and generously 
supported by care homes. This should enable visits to always take place, where they 
can be done so safely, to benefit the health and wellbeing of residents or visitors, or 
bring comfort in other challenging circumstances such as when there is distress or 
approaching the end of life. 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the implementation by care homes of its new 
guidance allowing indoor visiting for residents by designated individuals. 
 

S5W-32628  
 
Jeane Freeman: National recommendations that indoor visiting resume have been 
in place since 8th August, subject to strict safety criteria first being met and including 
review of care home risk assessments by local Directors of Public Health. 
 
Weekly returns from Directors of Public Health provide updates to the Scottish 
Government on the level to which visiting is being supported in each health board 
area. 
 
The Clinical Professional Advisory Group for care homes continues to meet weekly 
and discuss progress with implementing visiting. 
 
In relation to local care homes oversight, Local NHS and local authority clinical and 
care professionals have a lead role in care homes oversight, including advising on 
visiting risk management. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it plans to take in situations where care homes do not take reasonable 
action to implement its new guidance allowing indoor visiting for residents by 
designated individuals. 
 

S5W-32629  
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Jeane Freeman: Decisions around care home visiting are made by care homes 
themselves, drawing on advice and recommendations from local oversight 
arrangements and health protection teams. 
 
Defining safe and reasonable visiting is based on dynamic assessment of a range of 
factors and national recommendations provide the framework for these local 
decisions to be taken as safely as possible. 
 
Updated guidance to support dynamic risk assessments and local decision making 
on visiting is being developed and will be available shortly. 
 
In addition officials and I have very regular discussion with both Scottish Care and 
CCPS to understand issues and concerns their members face and both 
organisations are members of CPAG. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the use of copper in helping to reduce 
the transmission of infectious diseases and limit nosocomial infectious transmission; 
whether it recommends copper oxide or nano-compounds for use in (a) filters, (b) 
face masks, (c) clothing and (d) hospital common surfaces to reduce viruses and 
bacterial incubation, and whether any work (i) was done before and (ii) has been 
done since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic to increase the use of copper in 
healthcare settings to help reduce the spread of respiratory viruses. 
 

S5W-32642 

Jeane Freeman: 1. Studies into the properties of copper in reducing microbes on its 
antimicrobial surface are promising, and antimicrobial copper surfaces provide an 
example of a novel technology that may supplement standard cleaning practices and 
potentially further reduce the transmission of nosocomial pathogens. However, the 
use of antimicrobial copper cannot replace regular cleaning/ disinfection. 
 
2. Health Protection Scotland published a literature review on Antimicrobial Copper 
Surfaces in July 2017, which is available here. The review concluded that 
antimicrobial copper surfaces could supplement standard cleaning practices and 
potentially further reduce the transmission of nosocomial pathogens. However, whilst 
there was evidence supporting the use of copper alloy environmental surfaces, it 
was typically of low to moderate quality, and there was insufficient evidence to 
support the use of copper oxide-impregnated composite environmental surfaces and 
textiles. 
 
3. The use of copper and copper compounds on surfaces in patient vicinities might 
also introduce alternative electrical pathways, which would need risk assessed. 
 
4. In terms of reducing nosocomial transmission of COVID-19 more generally, we 
have worked hard to ensure that Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) measures in 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/literature-review-and-practice-recommendations-existing-and-emerging-technologies-used-for-decontamination-of-the-healthcare-environment-antimicrobial-copper-surfaces/
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hospital and other care settings are robust. This includes environmental cleaning and 
disinfection, in addition to other measures such as the appropriate use of PPE, 
extended use of face masks and coverings, physical distancing and testing, as well 
as risk assessed patient care pathways to help guide the implementation of 
measures for safe and effective care. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason NHS Louisa Jordan is reportedly not being used to respond to the COVID-19 
ward at St John’s Hospital in Livingston being full. 
 

S5W-32695  
 
Jeane Freeman: At present NHS Boards, including NHS Lothian, have sufficient 
acute capacity to meet the current demand from COVID-19 patients. 
 
Following these assessments, at present the NHS Louisa Jordan is not required to 
support high dependency level care, as the NHS in Scotland has been equipped to 
quadruple ICU capacity if necessary. 
 
However, should the NHS Louisa Jordan be required, the facility stands ready to 
support management of any additional demand COVID-19 presents to hospital 
capacity. This support will be for patients who are in a stable condition. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to work closely with health boards to ensure 
they have robust plans in place to deal with a range of pressures on capacity in the 
coming weeks and months, including COVID-19. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the evidence it received on which it based its decision to the 
close group classes in gyms and other exercise facilities. 
 

S5W-32799  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional mental health support is being made available, in light 
of continued restrictions due to COVID-19, which can result in an increase in 
isolation and loneliness. 
 

S5W-32708  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government recognises the additional pressure that 
the pandemic and the resultant restrictions place upon individuals and families and is 
committed to providing clear, comprehensive and accessible support for mental 
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health. We have invested significantly in support. This includes the provision of 
support to mitigate risks to health and wellbeing from the impact of isolation and 
loneliness. 
 
The Scottish Government launched its Clear Your Head campaign in April 2020, 
alongside the NHS Inform website’s page on fostering positive wellbeing and 
reducing stress during the pandemic. These resources include signposting to 
support services and advice for individuals to maintain contact with family and 
friends while practising social distancing as appropriate. In addition, advice and 
support services were highlighted in a door drop leaflet issued to every household in 
Scotland. 
 
Since the outbreak, the Scottish Government has invested over £6million in financial 
support to a range of mental health responses. These include: 
• expanding NHS24’s Mental Health Hub to a 24/7 service; 
• enhancing the Breathing Space helpline and developing and extending on-line 
and digital support services; 
• rolling out the Distress Brief Intervention nation-wide; and 
• extending digital therapies through computerised and internet-enabled 
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy. 
 
On the 8th of October we published Scotland’s Mental Health Transition and 
Recovery Plan which outlines the Scottish Government’s full response to the mental 
health effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. We are now working with key 
stakeholders to focus on the Plan’s implementation, and will put in place 
comprehensive governance. 
 
In our initial response to the pandemic, our £350 million Supporting Communities 
Fund directly assisted organisations providing immediate support to people and 
communities. This funding supported many organisations to increase the capacity of 
helplines, many of which offer friendship as well as advice. This includes over 
£870,000 invested in Age Scotland, as well as support for Hourglass and Befriending 
Networks Scotland. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the COVID-19 R 
number is in (a) the Borders and (b) each of the five localities of the Borders. 
 

S5W-32801 

Jeane Freeman: The estimate of R for Scotland on 28 October 2020 was that it was 
between 1.0 and 1.3. The Scottish Government calculates R at a national level but 
does not calculate it for the Scottish Borders, because the ranges around the 
estimates would be very large and would not help understanding of the differences 
between areas of Scotland. Instead of doing that, we use other ways to monitor the 
level of COVID-19 in regions; we use data such as positivity, case rate and 
hospitalisations to track the epidemic. For example, we use modelling based on 
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Covid cases and deaths, conducted by Imperial College London, to give us an 
indication of whether a local authority is experiencing high levels of Covid. The 
model projects the epidemic two weeks into the future and computes probabilities of 
areas being hotspots at certain thresholds, where an area is defined as a hotspot if 
the cases (positive tests) per 100K population exceed a threshold, e.g. 500 weekly 
cases. For more information, please see Figure 11 and Table 1 in issue 24 of a 
series of Scottish Government Covid-19 modelling reports. An extract from Table 1 
indicates the following probabilities for the Borders having more than 50, 100, 300 or 
500 cases per 100,000 people in the week 8 - 14 Nov 2020: 
 

Area P(Cases>500) P(Cases>300) P(Cases>100) P(Cases>50) 

Scottish Borders 0% 0% 12% 49% 

 
The most recent daily statistics for COVID-19 in Scotland are available and can be 
found in the daily data for Scotland.” 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the COVID-19 case rate 
per 100,000 people is in (a) the Borders and (b) each of five localities of the Borders. 
 

S5W-32802  
 
Jeane Freeman: Case rates per 100,000 are determined from the total number of 
positive cases over 7 days. Between 23 October and 29 October 2020, the Borders 
had a case rate of 39.8 per 100,000. 
 
The 7 day number of cases for neighbourhoods in the Scottish Borders is available 
from Public Health Scotland’s interactive dashboard which now provides a map 
showing the number of cases in local areas, as well as trends for local authorities 
and NHS boards https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-
19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview.  
 
Of note, 5 Scottish Borders neighbourhoods had a 7 day positive case rate per 
100,000 over 100: Berwickshire East, Cheviot West, Jedburgh, Kelso South and 
Tweeddale East Area. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its commitment to working alongside local authority partners 
will include consultation before moving between tiers of the COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework, and taking account of the specific needs of different council areas. 
 

S5W-32829  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32824 on 9 
November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/?term=modelling&cat=filter&topics=Coronavirus%20in%20Scotland&publicationTypes=research-and-analysis&page=1
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will update the COVID-19 Strategic Framework to make it explicit that 
children are allowed to move between the homes of separated parents. 
 

S5W-32890  
 
Ash Denham: The revised version of the Strategic Framework now lists one of the 
exemptions for travel as where this is for shared parenting. The revised Strategic 
Framework is available at the link below: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/pages/9/ 
 
The Scottish Government believes that both parents should be fully involved in their 
child’s upbringing as long as it is in the best interests of the child. 
 
In the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local 
Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 one of the exemptions regarding the number of 
households who can meet in public places or in a private dwelling is where this is to 
facilitate shared parenting. 
 
The Scottish Government has also included a range of information on the 
ParentClub website. This includes a page on shared parenting during coronavirus. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what business support is in 
place for the Scottish Borders tourism and hospitality industry, which is partially 
closed but still trading. 
 

S5W-32805 
 
Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government fully appreciates the impact the pandemic 
has had on the tourism and hospitality sector and we continue to support business 
survival as much as we can. We have been continually seeking to find a balance 
between action to suppress the virus and the protection of people’s jobs and 
livelihoods. 
 
In addition to the £2.3 billion business support package we have already provided 
which now far exceeds the consequentials afforded to us by the UK Government, we 
have created an additional support package worth over £40m. Of this, £20m has 
been earmarked for the hospitality sector. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/pages/9/
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The COVID-19 Restrictions Fund will now provide one-off grants of up to £4,310 to 
businesses required to close by regulations. For businesses that may remain open 
but are directly impacted by the restrictions, the maximum hardship fund grant will 
increase to £2,155. Additionally, grants of £1,650 will help those firms that are 
required to close to help meet the 20% employer’s contribution that they required to 
pay under the current UK Government furlough scheme. 
 
Our new five-level Strategic Approach to managing Covid sets out our planned levels 
of support for business in the event of any future restrictions. 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to the long term recovery of the tourism and 
hospitality industry both in the Scottish Borders and across Scotland. The report by 
the Tourism Recovery Taskforce, published on 23 October, makes a number of 
recommendations that will be considered carefully, to allow us to continue to mitigate 
against the impacts of the virus, and to protect jobs. 
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Written questions lodged on 9 November 2020 

S5W-33108 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £19 
million coronavirus funding for frontline charities allocated to hospices has been 
disbursed, broken down by the allocation to each hospice. 
S5W-33117 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of this 
option being available to university students, for what reason college students 
studying for an SQF7 qualification are unable to carry out work placements. 
S5W-33119 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what monitoring 
and evaluation there will be of Spaces for People measures in each local authority 
that has received funding from the programme. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33108
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33117
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33119
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

