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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 6 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 6 November can be found on page 12 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 6 November) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32494 by 
Kate Forbes on 26 October 2020, how many home deliveries of office equipment 
and supplies have been made to public sector workers through its procurement 
framework in each month since March 2020. 
 

S5W-32847 

Kate Forbes: The number of deliveries of IT equipment and supplies made directly 
by suppliers to home addresses through our procurement frameworks since March 
2020 is shown in the following table. Items include laptop and desktop computers, 
monitors, and accessories such as keyboards and headsets. 
 
The figures relate to direct deliveries of equipment and supplies to home addresses 
by framework suppliers and do not include deliveries made by individual public 
sector organisations.  
 

2020 Number of Home Deliveries 

March 155 

April 425 

May 695 

June 1,118 

July 900 

August 768 

September 1,224 

October 886 

Total 6,171 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is encouraging employers to take account of increased domestic 
heating and power bills when paying staff who are working from home. 
 

S5W-32553 
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Jamie Hepburn: We recognise it has been an extremely challenging time for 
everyone across Scotland and we are grateful to employers and employees in 
continuing to support Scotland’s efforts in controlling coronavirus. They can do this 
by continuing to work from home, where this is possible. 
 
Recognising the impact this approach can have, we encourage employers to work 
with staff representatives on providing appropriate assistance to employees working 
from home including provision of equipment and reimbursing business costs. 
 
On 19 July 2020, we issued a joint statement with the Scottish Trade Union 
Congress, Convention of Scottish Local Authorities, Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations, Institute of Directors and Scottish Council for Development and 
Industry, outlining the shared commitment to putting Fair Work principles at the heart 
of our economic recovery https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
fair-work-statement/. The statement urged employers to support workers to follow 
the guidance available and to facilitate flexible working arrangements, including 
working from home.  
 
On 23 July 2020 we published cross sectoral guidance on working from home to 
support employers and the self-employed with the continuation of working from 
home. In developing this guidance we worked with employers, trade unions and key 
stakeholders to ensure that the guidance was evidence-based, fair, ethical, clear and 
realistic.  
 
Within this guidance, there is a specific section on pay, expenses and finance which 
signposts employers to the HMRC guidance which includes information for 
employers on which expenses can be reimbursed and which are taxable where their 
employee works from home due to coronavirus. Employers may consider if they wish 
to make a payment of the flat rate £6 per week/ £26 per month non-taxable 
allowance for working from home expenses, such as electricity, heating or 
broadband costs permitted by HMRC guidance. That is of course a matter for 
individual employers which needs to take account of their own financial situation at 
the current time. 
 
We also signpost employees to review the HMRC guidance and see if they are 
eligible to claim for tax relief for additional household costs if they are working from 
home due to the pandemic and where these costs have not been met by their 
employer. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund, 
which local authorities will administer, will be part of its discretionary fund. 
 

S5W-32656  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Of the £48 million made available to support businesses through the 
COVID-19 Restrictions Fund, we have allocated £11 million to the Discretionary 
element of this Fund.  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fair-work-statement/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fair-work-statement/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-homeworking/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-homeworking/pages/operational-guide/#pay
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-which-expenses-are-taxable-if-your-employee-works-from-home-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/tax-relief-for-employees/working-at-home?priority-taxon=5ebf285a-9165-476c-be90-66b9729f50da
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On 27 October we announced that the first tranche of payments through this fund 
would be administered by local authorities and available to nightclubs and soft play 
centres which have been closed since March. 
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to support workers employed in night-time industries, given reports by 
the Night Time Industries Association (NTIA) that 83% expect to make redundancies 
following the end of the Job Retention Scheme. 
 

S5W-32734  
 
Jamie Hepburn: We have continually made calls to the UK Government to extend 
the Job Retention Scheme and welcome its most recent extension to the end of 
March. This will be invaluable, particularly as some sectors, such as the tourism 
sector, work on a seasonal basis and as we now move to what will be a period of low 
income for businesses in this sector.  
 
On 27 October, we announced that we had allocated a portion of the £11 million 
Contingency Fund specifically to supporting businesses in the night time economy 
sector. Grants of up to £50,000 will be paid to nightclubs depending on their 
Rateable Value 
 
We recognise that nightclubs are only part of the night-time economy and this will 
build on our over £2.3 billion package of support that we have provided to 
businesses already which has supported many night-time businesses such as pubs, 
restaurants and music venues.  
 
Our new five-level Strategic Approach to managing Covid sets out our planned levels 
of support for business in the event of any future restrictions and we continue to 
press the UK Government for further support through the Job Retention Scheme.  
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to support night-time entertainment venues that are unlikely to be able 
to operate for a considerable amount of time owing to COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-32735  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Recognising the difficult situation that many nightclubs have faced 
in being closed since March, we announced on 27 October that we had allocated a 
portion of the £11 million Contingency Fund specifically to supporting businesses in 
this sector. Grants of up to £50,000 will be paid to nightclubs depending on their 
Rateable Value. Eligible businesses will receive a: 
 
• £10,000 grant for a property from which they operate with a rateable value of 
£18,000 or under; or 
• a £25,000 grant for a property from which they operate with a rateable value 
between £18,001 and £51,000; or 
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• a £50,000 grant for a property from which they operate with a rateable value 
above £51,001. 
 
Having listened to nightclubs we have extended our eligibility criteria to enable 
nightclubs to receive financial assistance regardless of whether they adapted their 
premises and opened in a limited way for any period. 
 
We have also set out our planned approach to business support to accompany 
introduction of the Strategic Framework. 
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that the existing support provided to night-time entertainment 
venues is likely to be sufficient in preventing (a) venue closures and (b) job losses, 
given that, unlike other hospitality venues such as cafes, restaurants, bars and pubs, 
they will be unable to re-open when temporary COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 
 

S5W-32736  
 
Jamie Hepburn: We have developed a specific package of funding which provides 
grants of up to £50,000 for nightclubs. Nightclubs will also be eligible for funding 
through the business support arrangements that we have introduced to accompany 
restrictions introduced under the Strategic Framework.  
 
This builds on the support for the wider industry that is being provided through the 
£15m Culture Organisations and Venues Recovery Fund and £2.2m Grassroots 
Music Venue Fund.  
 
We recognise that this funding will not cover all the losses incurred by night-time 
entertainment venues but our aim is to provide emergency, lifeline support with the 
aim of keeping venues open in the future.  
 
We welcome the decision to continue the Job Retention Scheme which will further 
prevent job losses in both night-time entertainment venues and other sectors. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many requests to host test events it has received 
from the conference and events sector since the outbreak of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32868  
 
Fiona Hyslop: As at 4 November the Scottish Government had received 30 
requests from the conference and events sector to host test events. The 30 requests 
comprise: 
• 7 football matches 
• 2 rugby matches 
• 3 horse racing meets 
• 1 golf event 
• 1 motor racing event 
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• 5 business events 
• 9 performing arts events/companies 
• 1 music gig 
• 1 comedy event 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to running test events 
in the conference and events sector since the outbreak of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32869  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has worked with stakeholders throughout 
the pandemic with a view to supporting the conference and events sector, including 
through the Events Industry Advisory Group, which was created in response to 
COVID-19. Test events have been part of this approach. Some outdoor sporting test 
events have been successfully delivered and a modest programme of further test 
events was being considered. However, the additional measures necessary to 
protect the population from the spread of COVID-19, announced on 21 September, 
meant that the programme had to be paused. 
 
We remain supportive of test events, from which we can learn lessons to support the 
resumption of live events at the appropriate time. Our intention is therefore to work 
with stakeholders to deliver further test events, subject to virus restrictions and with 
mitigations in place to prevent virus transmission. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will temporarily re-categorise museums to allow them to be classified as 
public buildings and remain open in areas under tier 3 restrictions. 
 

S5W-32965  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The published Coronavirus (COVID-19): local protection levels 
guidance indicates that for level 3, visitor attractions, such as museums, can remain 
open with protective measures. This is the same status as that for public buildings 
for level 3.   
 
The protective measures include ensuring physical distancing and hygiene 
measures are in place. Face coverings indoors are compulsory for all visitors and 
staff. All museums should follow the measures set out in the museums, galleries and 
heritage attractions guidance to ensure the safety of staff and the visiting public. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role it considers COVID-19 testing can play in the resumption of 
care home visiting. 
 

S5W-32454  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to improve people's respiratory health in order to be better prepared 
for any future increases in COVID-19 infections. 
 

S5W-32409  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We are committed to continuous improvement in the diagnosis, 
care, treatment and support of people living with respiratory conditions, which is why 
we set out in our Programme for Government a Respiratory Care Action Plan to 
deliver these key priorities. 
 
As we continue to develop our understanding of the impact the virus has had on the 
health of the people of Scotland, including those that have developed long-term 
respiratory problems as a result of contracting the virus, the Respiratory Care Action 
Plan will play a key role in responding to the implications and consequences for 
many aspects of respiratory care going forward, including pulmonary rehabilitation. 
 
We have also developed and published the ‘Framework for supporting people 
through Recovery and Rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic’. This 
is now in its implementation stage and its priorities will link to future work to support 
people living with a respiratory condition. The Framework can be found at the 
following link: https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-
through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/ 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason it introduced COVID-19 restrictions on group exercise, and what 
evidence it considered when making this decision. 
 

S5W-32460  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out 
of lockdown are guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision 
Making. Proposals are technically assessed using the best available evidence and 
analysis of their potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader 
society to minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to 
be suppressed. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
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This assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health risks in different 
settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief Clinicians as 
appropriate. We have used scientific evidence on transmission coupled with the 
social and economic benefits which Ministers have used to make decisions. There 
are a number of relevant factors that would have been considered: 
 
• Duration of contact. 
• Ability to maintain distancing. 
• Challenge of cleaning surfaces, spaces between and around users. 
• Aerosol transmission risk since such activities could give rise to heavier 
breathing, panting, shouting etc which would all increase the chance of transmission 
particularly as masks cannot be worn. 
 
The Scottish Government is currently preparing to publish this information in due 
course. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what evidence it has that determined that contact sports 
such as football should not take place in a non-professional capacity under the 
current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-32478  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Contact sports for those aged 18 and over is currently not permitted 
in areas under temporary restrictions. From 2 November 2020, a strategic approach 
to outbreak management based on five levels of protection is due to be introduced 
and as currently drafted, contact sports for those aged 18 and over will not be 
permitted in level 3 and level 4 areas. 
 
Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out of lockdown are 
guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision Making. Proposals 
are technically assessed using the best available evidence and analysis of their 
potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader society to 
minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be 
suppressed. 
 
This assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health risks in different 
settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief Clinicians as 
appropriate. We have used scientific evidence on transmission coupled with the 
social and economic benefits which Ministers have used to make decisions. There 
are a number of relevant factors that would have been considered: 
 
• Duration of contact. 
• Ability to maintain distancing. 
• Challenge of cleaning surfaces, spaces between and around users. 
• Aerosol transmission risk since such activities could give rise to heavier 
breathing, panting, shouting etc which would all increase the chance of transmission 
particularly as masks cannot be worn. 
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The Scottish Government is currently preparing to publish this information in due 
course. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the "four harms approach" in the COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework, when the necessary mental health support be in place. 
 

S5W-32779  
 
Clare Haughey: We know that the pandemic has had, and will continue to have, a 
substantial impact on the mental health of the population for a long period of time. 
That is why on 8 October 2020 we published Scotland’s Mental Health Transition 
and Recovery Plan. The Plan outlines the Scottish Government’s response to the 
mental health effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and is comprehensive, containing 
over 100 actions. 
 
As well as promoting good mental health and wellbeing, the Plan prioritises rapid 
and easily accessible support for those in distress and ensures safe, effective 
treatment and care of people living with mental illness. It also covers the mental 
health impacts on people living with long-term physical health conditions or 
disabilities. As well as a tailored programme of work which will help individual NHS 
Boards respond effectively to the anticipated increase in demand in the months 
ahead. 
 
The Plan also outlines a set of key actions which we have committed to take forward 
at pace. We are now working with key stakeholders to focus on the Plan’s 
implementation and will put in place comprehensive governance. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, it light 
of the potential benefits of outdoor team sports on mental and physical health and 
the positive impact that sports clubs can bring to communities, whether it will 
reconsider the COVID-19 restrictions on such activities. 
 

S5W-32518  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We recognise the benefits that all sport and physical activity brings 
to physical and mental health as well as the key role sports clubs play in local 
communities.  
 
From 2 November 2020, a strategic approach to outbreak management based on 
five levels of protection is due to be introduced as set out in the strategic framework 
document. There will be the opportunity for further consideration of the strategic 
framework by parliament at the debate on 27 October 2020. 
 
Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out of lockdown are 
guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision Making. Proposals 
are technically assessed using the best available evidence and analysis of their 
potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader society to 
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minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be 
suppressed. 
 
This assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health risks in different 
settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief Clinicians as 
appropriate. We have used scientific evidence on transmission coupled with the 
social and economic benefits which Ministers have used to make decisions. There 
are a number of relevant factors that would have been considered: 
 
• Duration of contact. 
• Ability to maintain distancing. 
• Challenge of cleaning surfaces, spaces between and around users. 
• Aerosol transmission risk since such activities could give rise to heavier 
breathing, panting, shouting etc which would all increase the chance of transmission 
particularly as masks cannot be worn. 
 
The Scottish Government is currently preparing to publish this information in due 
course. 
 
We will keep the detail of the levels under ongoing review as the pandemic develops. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will take action to tackle vitamin D deficiency in (a) care 
home residents and (b) people who are shielding. 
 

S5W-32641 

Joe FitzPatrick: Everyone should consider taking a daily 10 microgram supplement 
of vitamin D to protect bone and muscle health, particularly during the winter months. 
It is specifically recommended that groups at higher risk of vitamin D deficiency take 
a daily supplement all year round. This includes pregnant and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children under 5, people who have low or no exposure to the sun, and 
people from minority ethnic groups with dark skin who require more sun exposure to 
make as much vitamin D.  
 
Current advice on vitamin D is available at: www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-
advice-for-all-age-groups 
 
Decisions on whether to prescribe vitamin D for people in care homes will be made 
on an individual basis taking account of residents’ needs. Where individuals are 
likely to benefit, it is recommended vitamin D should be prescribed.  
 
Everyone on the shielding list has been offered a free four month supply of vitamin D 
from December 2020. Information outlining how to receive this offer has been sent to 
all those on the shielding list. Advice on the importance of vitamin D supplements 
has also been provided to those on the shielding list through Scottish Government 
websites and information updates attached to letters from the Chief Medical Officer. 
 
 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-advice-for-all-age-groups
http://www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-advice-for-all-age-groups
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether outdoor yoga classes are subject to the 
restrictions that limit how many people and from a specific number of households 
can meet outdoors. 
 

S5W-32611 

Joe FitzPatrick: Organised exercise is exempt from the restrictions around meeting 
other households. Coaches can therefore deliver outdoor sport and exercise 
sessions. sportscotland guidance provides there is an upper limit of 30 people for 
such an activity, including the coach/es. Coaches should follow the detailed 
guidance set out by sportscotland here: https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/latest-
sport-and-physical-activity-guidance/and physical distancing (outwith any field of play 
bubble for permitted contact sport) and hygiene measures should be implemented. 
 
From 2 November 2020, a strategic approach to outbreak management based on 
five levels of protection is due to be introduced as set out in the published strategic 
framework document. This may affect local restrictions throughout Scotland, 
dependant on the tier set in each Local Authority. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the current visiting arrangements are for the mother 
and baby unit at (a) St John's Hospital, Livingston, and (b) Leverndale Hospital. 
 

S5W-32850 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government acknowledge the importance of visits for 
women and infants in the Mother and Baby Units. Family-centred care is core to the 
delivery of perinatal mental health services. Wherever possible, the Mother and Baby 
Units are working to facilitate visiting in accordance with the relevant guidance. 
 
Updated Visiting Guidance for Hospitals in Scotland was published on 2 November 
2020, which aligns each stage of visiting to the Tiers in Scotland’s Strategic 
Framework, to encourage person-centred visiting, provide clear information and 
most importantly promote safety for patients, staff, visitors and communities. 
 
St John’s Mother and Baby Unit, NHS Lothian and Leverndale Mother and Baby 
Unit, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde are both currently operating under Tier 3 of 
the Framework. This includes essential visits only, where it is imperative that a 
relative or friend is allowed to see their loved one in a number of exceptional 
circumstances. These include mental health issues, where the absence of a visitor 
would cause distress or any other situation where clinical staff assess that it is 
essential to involve family or carers for ethical or patient safety reasons.  
 
Additionally, if clinicians at hospital level judge it to be safe and appropriate, one 
designated visitor may be allowed if they observe physical distancing, wear a face 
covering, as well as any further PPE that the area being visited considers necessary. 
 
 

https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/latest-sport-and-physical-activity-guidance/
https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/latest-sport-and-physical-activity-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/06/coronavirus-covid-19-hospital-visiting-guidance/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-visiting-guidance-for-hospitals-in-scotland/coronavirus-covid-19-visiting-guidance-for-hospitals-in-scotland/govscot%3Adocument/Covid%2B19%2B-%2Bvisiting%2B-%2BPerson%2BCentred%2BVisiting%2B-%2Bguidance%2Bupdate%2B-%2B1%2BNovember%2B2020%2Bnew.pdf
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many complaints it has received regarding do-not-
resuscitate (DNR) orders in each month since April 2019. 
 

S5W-32427  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many applications have been made for a Self-Isolation Support 
Grant since the scheme's launch; how many of these have been successful, and 
what the average length of time has been between application and receipt of a grant. 
 

S5W-32964  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: We are currently collecting information on Self-Isolation 
Support Grant uptake from local authorities and we will publish summary information 
on the first month of the scheme in December. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance and support is available to encourage schools to host 
Bikeability training programmes given COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-32699  
 
Michael Matheson: Cycling Scotland has issued updated guidance to all 
participating authorities on the support available to re-commence Bikeability 
Scotland training delivery in primary schools. This guidance highlights the benefits of 
cycle training in enabling outdoor learning and includes sample risk assessment 
templates. The guidance issued reflects experiences of delivering Bikeability 
Scotland in over 70 childcare hubs across 15 local authorities during the lockdown 
period. As of October 2020, 25 of 30 participating authorities had re-commenced 
training, with some restrictions in place. 
 
To support Bikeability Scotland delivery during 2020-21, Cycling Scotland is in the 
process of awarding participating authorities grant funding totalling £500,000. It has 
introduced flexibility to standard delivery guidelines in response to the pandemic, 
including support for intensive delivery over 1-2 days and increased flexibility of 
funding to support direct delivery, recognising constraints on teacher capacity. 
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Written questions lodged on 6 November 2020 

S5W-33083 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many adults 
are known to have contracted COVID-19 through playing organised sport, such as 
football, since the start of the pandemic. 
S5W-33085 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with NHS boards regarding providing vitamin D supplements for all care home 
residents. 
S5W-33087 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the policy in 
New Zealand to provide vitamin D supplements for all care home residents, what 
assessment it has made of the impact of this practice on that country's rate of deaths 
in care homes due to COVID-19, and whether it plans to introduce the same policy in 
Scotland. 
S5W-33088 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the recent study in France that states that vitamin D supplementation can 
reduce mortality by 89% for care home residents with COVID-19. 
S5W-33089 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of data from Japan and Sweden that reportedly suggests there is a link 
between vitamin D deficiency and higher mortality and respiratory infection rates in 
care homes. 
S5W-33090 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason (a) 
people shielding are and (b) care home residents are not being provided with free 
vitamin D supplements. 
S5W-33097 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
auction houses are required to follow under the COVID-19 Strategic Framework 
levels. 
S5W-33099 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what scientific evidence 
it has used to determine whether socially-distanced and COVID-19-secure group 
exercise classes are more likely to transmit the virus than individual exercise in large 
gyms. 
S5W-33100 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-31664 by Joe FitzPatrick on 23 September 2020, whether a date has 
been agreed for the reopening of NHS pain clinic services to allow people to resume 
treatment. 
S5W-33101 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider re-categorising museums and galleries as public buildings so that 
they might remain open in areas under level 3 restrictions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33083
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33085
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33087
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33088
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33089
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33090
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33097
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33099
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33100
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33101
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

