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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 5 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 5 November can be found on page 12 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-
19 on 5 November are included at page 11. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 5 November) 
 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
Clare Adamson (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the exam diet timetable for 
Higher and Advanced Higher courses in 2021. 
 

S5W-33030  
 
John Swinney: I set out to Parliament on 7 October that due to unavoidable 
circumstances all National 5 exams in 2021 would be cancelled, and that a delayed 
Higher and Advanced Higher exam diet commencing on 13 May would go ahead.  
 
The SQA has been developing the detail of the exams timetable for 2021 and has 
assessed that there is a significant risk that a large number of candidates would face 
sitting two Higher exams in a single day, and which could occur on a number of days 
across the currently planned slightly compressed diet. 
 
We must be mindful of the burden that the approach to awarding in 2021 places on 
learners. On balance, I believe that bringing the start of the exam diet forward by a 
few days to 10 May will reduce the incidences of excessive candidate burden 
occurring, with minimal impact on reduced learning time. The SQA will be very 
shortly publishing the detailed exams timetable for 2021. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 cases associated with (a) primary and (b) secondary schools 
there have been in each week since 11 August 2020. 
 

S5W-32702  
 
John Swinney: Weekly surveillance data on cases among children of school age 
are published by Public Health Scotland (PHS) with the weekly statistical report: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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19/covid-19-statistical-report/ This includes data by week for primary and secondary 
age group children.  
 
Not all of these children will be school pupils (particularly at the lower and upper age 
extremes), and not all will have been present in school during their illness or 
infectious period. 
 
A more detailed report of testing data from Term 1 of the 2020/21 academic year, 
including the distribution of cases by school type and area, will be published by PHS 
in late-November 2020. 
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many schools have experienced a COVID-19 outbreak, also 
broken down by how many (a) have had to temporarily close and (b) school weeks 
have been lost. 
 

S5W-32601  
 
John Swinney: Public Heath Scotland has been engaging in a preliminary review of 
a sample of COVID-19 incidents in schools. The work is in its early stages and much 
more work needs to be done to build on the preliminary analysis and confirm the 
findings. However, the Scottish Government is committed to working with partners to 
keep schools safe, open and welcoming. In the event of any localised closures due 
to COVID-19, school reopening guidance makes clear that local authorities and 
schools should have robust contingency plans in place to support remote learning.  
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what review it has carried out of the blended learning that took place in 
spring 2020, and whether this included an analysis of any discrepancies between 
schools in the provision of study materials and the extent of teachers’ marking of 
pupils’ work. 
 

S5W-32590  
 
John Swinney: During the course of Term 4 2019-20, Education Scotland gathered 
a range of evidence on the approach to remote learning being taken across local 
authority areas. This work looked at the use of the Glow platform, use of 
live/synchronised learning by teachers and use of websites to share information. 
Education Scotland's analysis indicated that in May 2020, over 430,000 unique users 
accessed Glow, almost double the number of users from the same period in 2019. In 
the same month, those users accessed Glow 11.4m times, around 4 times the usage 
of the same period in 2019. 
 
Further qualitative evidence is being gathered via Education Scotland's "What 
Scotland Learned" initiative. This will include the sharing of examples of remote 
learning during the period of Scotland-wide school closures in Spring 2020. 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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Education Scotland will continue to engage with local authorities and schools in 
order to monitor the approach to remote learning. The Covid Education Recovery 
Group will fulfil a further role in helping to work across organisational and structural 
boundaries, providing a forum for open discussion about what is working and where 
improvement is needed. 
 
Detailed data on teachers' marking and assessment of pupils' work is not gathered at 
national level. 
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans are in place for extra support for pupils to respond to any 
new school closures because of COVID-19 and catch up on lost class time. 
 

S5W-32588  
 
John Swinney: Responsibility for arranging remote learning in the event of school 
closures, instances where pupils need to self-isolate or where pupils need further 
support to catch up on learning, rests with individual schools and local authorities. 
This is set out in the Scottish Government's Coronavirus recovery guidance for 
schools.  
 
In order to broaden the options available to schools, Education Scotland is working 
with local government via the national e-learning partnership to extend the provision 
of e-learning options across the Broad General Education and Senior Phase. Further 
information about the national e-learning partnership is available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-
offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/ 
 
To improve access to digital devices, the Scottish Government is investing £25m to 
provide around 70,000 devices and 18,000 connectivity solutions for disadvantaged 
children and young people. 
 
To expand the options available to schools - including non digital options - Education 
Scotland launched its "Scotland Learns" initiative. This provides resources to 
schools, newsletters to teachers and parents and learning activities covering the key 
themes of literacy & English, numeracy & mathematics and health & wellbeing. 
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what planning is in place for a potential return to blended learning in 
schools, and what barriers it has identified that might have to be dealt with to ensure 
that this is successful. 
 

S5W-32589  
 
John Swinney: Responsibility for making the appropriate arrangements for remote 
learning rests with individual schools and local authorities. This is set out in the 
Scottish Government's Coronavirus recovery guidance for schools.  
 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/


4 

To improve the availability of e-learning options, Education Scotland is leading the 
national e-learning partnership, working with the Association of Directors of 
Education (ADES) to expand the national offer of e-learning available to support 
contingency plans developed by local authorities and schools. Further information is 
available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-
offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/ 
 
To improve access to digital devices the Scottish Government is investing £25m to 
provide around 70,000 devices and 18,000 connectivity solutions for disadvantaged 
children and young people. 
 
To ensure there is sufficient teaching staff within schools the Scottish Government is 
investing £75m to councils to recruit additional teachers, as well as £5m to recruit 
teaching assistants or other education support staff. 
 
To improve professional development to teachers, Education Scotland has 
expanded its professional development support, delivering 45 webinars to around 
5,000 practitioners since March 2020. 
 
To ensure that parents are provided with advice and support, the Scottish 
Government commissioned the National Parent Forum of Scotland to develop a 
Nutshell guide on blended learning. 
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what planning is in place to respond to any national or localised school 
closures as a result of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32586  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government is committed to working with partners to 
keep schools safe, open and welcoming. However, in the event of any localised 
closures due to COVID-19, school reopening guidance makes clear that local 
authorities and schools should have robust contingency plans in place to support 
remote learning. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown of the funding allocated to third sector 
organisations through the Families and Communities Fund. 
 

S5W-32578  
 
Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32575 on  
5 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a list of the applicants that will receive funding from the 
Families and Communities Fund. 
 

S5W-32577  
 
Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32575 on  
5 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
funding allocated through the Families and Communities Fund will be distributed to 
applicants. 
 

S5W-32576  
 
Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32575 on  
5 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
applicants to the Families and Communities Fund will be informed of whether they 
will receive funding. 
 

S5W-32575  
 
Maree Todd: The applicants to the Families and Communities Fund were informed 
on 2 October 2020 that, in light of the uncertainties associated with the continuing 
pandemic and the need for stability, Ministers had decided not to run the new Fund 
in the financial year 2021-22. 
 
Instead, and to provide continuity at this time, Ministers have decided to extend for a 
further year, the Children, Young People and Families Early Intervention & Adult 
Learning and Empowering Communities (CYPFEI & ALEC) to provide funding for 
those organisations currently in receipt of funding. This approach will provide a 
further £14 million in 2021/22 to the Third Sector to continue to support children, 
young people, families, adult learners and communities. 
 
A list of CYPFEI & ALEC recipients and the funding they received in 2020-21 can be 
found at https://www.corra.scot/grants/communities-fund/ 
 
It is expected that awards made for 2021-22 will follow this model. 
 
Arrangements for funding from April 2022 will be outlined in due course. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.corra.scot/grants/communities-fund/
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what additional support it has provided to help parents of 
autistic children with home learning. 
 

S5W-32419  
 
John Swinney: We recognise that children and young people with additional 
support needs, including those with autism may be finding this difficult time 
particularly challenging. 
 
The Scottish Government has developed a range of information and guidance, to 
help support all children and young people, including those with autism when 
learning at home. This includes: comprehensive guidance to help support continuity 
for children and young people’s learning for the term ahead; updating the Autism 
Toolbox to include a section on coronavirus, which provides information and 
signposting on supporting autistic learners at home, information on the Parent Club 
website specifically for parents and carers and guidance on the re-opening of 
schools. 
 
Local authorities developed a range of creative ways to support children and young 
people with a wide range of needs during this challenging time. This includes 
creating opportunities for distance and online learning and the use of a range of 
learning resources which can be adapted to meet the learning needs of all children 
and young people. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many cases of suspected COVID-19 transmission have been 
linked to (a) (i) primary, (ii) secondary and (iii) all schools and (b) colleges, broken 
down by NHS board area. 
 

S5W-32818  
 
John Swinney: These data are not currently available from Public Health Scotland 
(PHS). 
 
A more detailed report of testing data from Term 1 of the 2020-21 academic year, 
including the distribution of cases by school type and area, will be published by PHS 
in late-November 2020. 
 
Also, analysis of linkages between pupil cases and contacts in schools in Term 1 of 
the 2020-21 academic year is currently ongoing. Publication of findings relating to 
the primary school settings is planned for early December 2020. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29950 by John Swinney on 1 
July 2020, how much financial support has been provided since April 2020 to 
organisations and charities that run outdoor activity centres, and what other 
assistance has been provided. 
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S5W-32543  

 
Richard Lochhead: As set out in the answer to question S5W-29950, the Scottish 
Government has provided a package of support to outdoor education centres 
impacted by the pandemic. We continue to be committed to supporting centres and 
we have been in regular contact with sector representatives since May 2020 to 
provide support during this challenging period. 
 
Organisations whose activities include running outdoor centres have benefited from 
Scottish Government funding. Boys’ Brigade Scotland and Scouts Scotland both 
received £60,000 to support the outcomes of the Children, Young People and 
Families Early Intervention Fund and Adult Learning and Empowering Communities 
Fund (CYPFEI & ALEC Fund). The Boys’ Brigade and Scouts Scotland have also 
received approximately £30,000 of support through our Wellbeing Fund. 
 
The £25m Third Sector Resilience Fund has also supported a wide range of third 
sector organisations, including: 
 
• Scottish Outdoor Education Centres Limited - £98,465 
• Adventure Centre for Education - £16,259 
• Aerial Adventures, Livingston - £15,547 
• Teen Ranch Scotland - £75,251 
 
On 22 October 2020 the Scottish Government announced a new £2m fund to 
support residential outdoor education centres impacted by the pandemic.  
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that colleges are able 
to deal with any backlog of coursework marking to allow students to progress to the 
next level of their studies. 
 

S5W-32679  
 
Richard Lochhead: We continue to work closely with the college sector on the best 
approach on all matters relating to the current situation to ensure students receive 
the best educational experience whilst remaining safe. We are absolutely clear that 
learners should continue to have their achievements recognised and awarded, such 
that they can continue with their chosen pathways, whatever that may be.  
 
We recognise that it is important that students have the opportunity to continue with 
their learning. Limiting access to education has a negative impact on their personal 
development, their wellbeing and life chances. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on reducing Air Passenger Duty 
to support the aviation industry through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32548  
 
Ben Macpherson: Air Passenger Duty (APD) is currently set by the UK 
Government, with introduction of Air Departure Tax (ADT) in Scotland deferred to 
allow the issues raised in relation to the Highlands and Islands exemption to be 
resolved. We made clear last year that reducing ADT would not be compatible with 
Scotland’s new emissions targets. 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to helping businesses with the impact of 
COVID-19, which is why we have put in place a package of support measures worth 
over £2.3 billion. As part of this, the Scottish Government has introduced 100% non-
domestic rates relief for airports and ground handling providers situated at airports 
for the financial year 2020-21. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will consider putting in place a regular 
COVID-19 testing regime for home carers in order to prevent house-to-house 
transmission, in light of the stricter measures already in place for care home staff. 
 

S5W-32397  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many environmental health officers from each local authority area 
have been seconded to NHS Test and Protect teams. 
 

S5W-32401  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, how it will consult on 
extending police powers to enable officers to enter homes to enforce indoor 
household meeting restrictions. 
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S5W-32774  
 
Humza Yousaf: Further to the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, and in keeping with 
the move to a levels based approach, Regulation 6 of the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020 provides a power of entry for all “relevant persons”, along with 
detailed conditions as to how and when that power may be exercised.  
 
The Scottish Government has informally consulted with public bodies and other 
relevant stakeholders affected by the levels-based approach, which the Regulations 
implement, including Police Scotland, the Scottish Police Authority and Local 
Authorities. 
 
As with the other measures taken to tackle the public health emergency, Regulation 
6 will be in place for no longer than is justified and, like the other Regulations 
currently in force, will be reviewed on a regular basis. 
 
Police Scotland continue to apply the 4Es approach of Engagement, Explanation, 
Encouragement with Enforcement only as a last resort, and has reported that, to 
date, compliance with the Regulations has generally been good. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether the £40 million of support that it 
announced on 7 October 2020 to provide, on average, £2,000 per hospitality 
business for a reduction or total loss of trade for 16 days is sufficient, in light of the 
ongoing difficulties that many of these businesses were already facing. 
 

S5W-32445  
 
Fergus Ewing: We are providing support both as a result of the brake restrictions 
and the Strategic Framework.  
 
For between 9 October and 2 November, the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund will now 
provide one-off grants of up to £4,310 to businesses required to close by regulations. 
For businesses that may remain open but are directly impacted by the restrictions, 
the maximum hardship fund grant will increase to £2,155. Additionally, grants of 
£1,650 will help those firms that are required to close to help meet the 20% 
employer’s contribution that they required to pay under the current UK Government 
furlough scheme. 
 
From 2 November, grants will be available for every 4 week period of restrictions. As 
outlined in the Strategic Framework, announced 23 October, grants of £2,000 or 
£3,000 (depending on rateable value) will be available for business required to close 
by law. A hardship grant of £1,400 or £2,100 (depending on rateable value) for 
businesses that remain open but are directly impacted by restrictions.  
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Although the Scottish Government recognises that this has been a particularly 
difficult year for hospitality businesses, the Scottish Government cannot compensate 
businesses for all loss. This is emergency, lifeline funding for businesses and builds 
on our already substantial package of over £2.3 billion which has been awarded so 
far. 
 
We know more support will be needed into the future however the Scottish 
Government’s resources are limited – we do not have the borrowing powers required 
to fully support industries affected by the impact of covid. Along with other Devolved 
Administrations we have consistently pressed the UK Government for increased 
powers to enable us to tailor our response and we will continue to make that case.  
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 5 NOVEMBER 2020 
 
First Minister’s Questions 
 
The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04508) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04509) 

3. Alison Johnstone: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04510) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04511) 

5. James Dornan: To ask the First Minister what additional support the Scottish 
Government has made available for mental health services to help cope with the 
long-term effects that lockdown and ongoing restrictions have had on people’s 
mental wellbeing. (S5F-04532) 

6. Jamie Greene: To ask the First Minister what advice has been offered to local 
authorities regarding which measurements would trigger a move through the new 
tiered system of COVID-19 restrictions. (S5F-04524) 

7. Pauline McNeill: To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish Government 
will take to prevent a dental health crisis for people living in poverty in the coming 
months and years. (S5F-04525) 

8. Rachael Hamilton: To ask the First Minister what guidance the Scottish 
Government has issued for marking Remembrance Sunday. (S5F-04516) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 

 

Portfolio Questions: Social Security and Older People 

1. Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
support older people experiencing social isolation ahead of winter. (S5O-04721) 

2. Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
support older people, including those resident in care homes. (S5O-04722) 

3. Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
undertaken of the impact of COVID-19 on disabled people. (S5O-04723) 

4. Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government how the social security system 
will support families with school-aged children during the school holidays. (S5O-
04724) 

5. Stewart Stevenson: To ask the Scottish Government what welfare funding is 
being made available to support people facing financial hardship as a result of 
COVID-19. (S5O-04725) 

 
Answers to these questions can be found here.  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04508
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04509
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04510
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04511
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04532
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04524
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04525
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04516
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12917&i=116758
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04721
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04722
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04723
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04724
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04724
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04725
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12917&i=116788
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Written questions lodged on 5 November 2020 

S5W-33041 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on what remote learning provision is available for pupils who are unable to 
attend school due to them self-isolating or shielding. 
S5W-33042 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how the £97 million in 
UK Government consequentials announced on 5 July 2020 has been allocated as 
packages of support for the arts, culture and heritage sectors, and how much is still 
to be distributed. 
S5W-33043 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what types of 
businesses, other than gyms and those in hospitality, are currently eligible for 
support through the Business Support Fund. 
S5W-33044 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will extend 
eligibility for the Business Support Fund beyond gyms and hospitality businesses to 
include other types of businesses that are also unable to operate due to restrictions 
on people meeting indoors. 
S5W-33045 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what flexibility there is 
within the Business Contingency Fund for local authorities to choose which types of 
businesses are eligible for support. 
S5W-33046 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance on 
eligibility it has provided to local authorities in relation to the Business Contingency 
Fund. 
S5W-33047 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether there is a fixed 
allowance for the Business Contingency Fund. 
S5W-33048 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government when further phases of 
the Business Contingency Fund will be announced. 
S5W-33049 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what evidence informed 
its decision to have cinemas fully close under Level 3 restrictions in its COVID-19 
Strategic Framework. 
S5W-33050 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what support is available 
to cinemas operating in areas subject to Level 3 restrictions in its COVID-19 
Strategic Framework. 
S5W-33051 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance is 
available regarding the operation of small-seated indoor events with restricted 
numbers under Level 1 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-33052 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether small seated 
indoor events that are permitted under Level 1 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework include live music events. 
S5W-33053 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government when a decision will be 
announced regarding the permitting of background music in hospitality and similar 
settings. 
S5W-33054 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on operating schools on a reduced capacity basis under Level 4 restrictions in its 
COVID-19 Strategic Framework.  
S5W-33055 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment has 
been made of the manageable level of teacher absence to ensure that schools 
remain open at all protection levels, and what steps have been taken beyond the 
general public advice that has been published to minimise COVID-19 infection rates 
among teachers and other school staff. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33041
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33042
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33043
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33044
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33045
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33046
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33047
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33048
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33049
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33050
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33051
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33052
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33053
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33054
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33055
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S5W-33056 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what work has 
been carried out since March 2020 to make pupil learning resources available online 
for all subjects and levels. 
S5W-33057 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what progress has been 
made since March 2020 to ensure that all school learning can be delivered on a 
remote basis if required. 
S5W-33066 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will 
provide to Edinburgh’s festivals to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33075 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government whether the annual £15 
million of funding announced on 2 September 2020 to provide new and enhanced 
community mental health and wellbeing services is in addition to the £17 million of 
funding that was announced in September 2019 for children and young people’s 
community wellbeing support and services. 
S5W-33076 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government whether the £15 million of 
funding announced on 2 November 2020 to respond to children and young people’s 
mental health issues is in addition to the £17 million of funding that was announced 
in September 2019 for children and young people’s community wellbeing support 
and services. 
S5W-33077 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government whether the annual £15 
million of funding announced on 2 September 2020 to provide new and enhanced 
community mental health and wellbeing services is separate and in addition to the 
£11.25 million of funding for services to respond to the pandemic. 
S5W-33078 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government to what extent special 
advisers are involved in its decision making regarding COVID-19 restrictions.  
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33056
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33057
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33066
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33075
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33076
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33077
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33078
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

