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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 4 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 4 November can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
A link to Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 can be found on page 10.  
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 4 November) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the development of its fuel 
poverty strategy, and when it expects to be able to publish a final version. 
 

S5W-32625  
 
Kevin Stewart: Work on the development of the Fuel Poverty Strategy was paused 
earlier in the year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Planning is now underway to 
establish the timing and process to develop the final strategy, which we have 
committed to publishing, through the Programme for Government, in 2021. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 

 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the potential impact of social-isolation on long-term mental 
health, what consideration it has given to the rights of people who live alone 
regarding the rules on visiting other households. 
 

S5W-32822  
 
Michael Russell: We know that social isolation and loneliness is a public health 
issue and there are well documented negative impacts on mental health, that is why 
the Scottish Government has considered the impact of socialising rules on those 
who live alone.  
 
The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 take progressively more restrictive steps, such as 
limiting the numbers of people that can meet indoors and outdoors. Our aim in doing 
this is to reduce the chance for the virus to spread, while allowing households the 
opportunity to socialise. Even at the strictest level, 6 people from a maximum of 2 
households can socialise outdoors and in public places. 
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The Regulations also permit extended households to be formed at all levels of 
restrictions. This is a key mitigation to allow those who live alone to have social 
contact with another household, balanced against the risks of transmission of Covid 
19 when different households interact. 
 
An EQIA evaluating the impact of these measures has been published to accompany 
the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 and provides more detail on these matters. It can be 
found here: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/pdfs/ssieqia_20200344_en.pdf 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-27751 by 
Fiona Hyslop on 16 March 2020, whether the funding for Creative Communities is 
still £900,000 for the period October 2020 to June 2021. 
 

S5W-32696  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has provided total funding of £900,000 to 
the Creative Communities Programme to cover the period to July 2021. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what guidance was issued to local authorities 
regarding the payment of the business support grants that opened for application on 
20 October 2020. 
 

S5W-32785  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Guidance was provided online on the Scottish Government website 
and in grant letters. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government when its proposed fund to top-up payments from 
the UK Government’s Job Retention Scheme will open for applications, and when 
the first payments will be made. 
 

S5W-32786  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government furlough support fund is providing 
businesses with grants of £1,650 per premise to help meet the cost of furloughing 
staff by providing support towards the 20% employer’s contribution that businesses 
are required to pay under the October arrangements for the UK Government’s Job 
Retention Scheme (JRS). 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/pdfs/ssieqia_20200344_en.pdf
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This fund is open to businesses in the local authority areas that had to close due to 
increased restrictions across Scotland and covers the period from 9th October to 
31st October. The JRS has been extended across the UK for a further month, in 
November, and will only require employers to meet National Insurance and Pension 
contributions – usually around 5% of overall staff costs.  
 
This fund will be delivered through local authorities from 30 October. Businesses that 
had to close who are looking for a contribution towards JRS payments for 9-31 Oct 
can apply to their councils. Businesses who have already applied for the Covid-19 
Restrictions Fund will be contacted by their local authority to check if they are eligible 
for furlough support.  
 
The scheme will close to new applications on 30 November. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how much of its £48 million business support fund 
was paid out in the first seven days after applications opened on 20 October 2020. 
 

S5W-32788  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Data is being collated and is going through validation processes and 
will be published in due course.  
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government when its £11 million fund for business support 
opened; how much has been paid out so far, and when the first payments were 
made. 
 

S5W-32787  
 
Fiona Hyslop: On 27 October we announced that the first tranche of payments 
through this fund would be made available to nightclubs and soft play centres which 
have been closed since March. 
 
No payments have yet been made through this fund as we are working in 
partnership with local authorities to develop a mechanism which negates the need 
for an application process. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it can sustain the same level of support to businesses offered 
by the UK Government in England and, if not, whether it will take this into 
consideration before deciding to move areas into the highest tier of the COVID-19 
Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-32825  
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Fiona Hyslop: The Chancellor has written a blank cheque for business support in 
England, but is refusing to do the same for Scotland. We are being kept in the dark 
on future funding and denied the ability to borrow if we need to. It is utterly wrong for 
Scottish business to not have the same level of certainty on financial support that is 
available to businesses in England.  
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Finance continues to seek the funding we require to 
support Scottish businesses thorough this pandemic as the £700 million announced 
earlier in October is clearly insufficient to mitigate the impact on our economy and 
public services.  
 
In the meantime, we have announced a package of funding that accompanies 
implementation of the Strategic Framework providing grants of up to £3,000 for 
businesses that are closed by Regulation under the terms of the Strategic 
Framework. 
 
The tier level for the strategic framework will rightly reflect the latest data available in 
order to suppress the virus to the lowest possible level and keep it there.  
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what specific risk factors were identified that led to 
casinos being entirely disassociated from hospitality businesses in the COVID-19 
Strategic Framework where currently they are permitted to remain open alongside 
hospitality businesses outside of the Central Belt. 
 

S5W-32849  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Casinos are subject to hospitality rules if situated in areas at levels 
where they can open, levels 0 and 1, and the industry COVID guidance is linked to 
the Scottish Government guidance on hospitality. Within the Strategic Framework 
approach they are treated as leisure and entertainment. This is because the settings 
and circumstances of engagement in leisure and entertainment activities are 
different to those for the broader hospitality sector.  
 
The overall package of measures within each level is designed to suppress the virus 
as far as possible whilst minimising broader harms. We know how difficult the 
measures are for businesses and we are seeking to finely balance the needs of the 
economy with the absolute need to supress the virus. We are doing everything we 
can with the limited powers we have to help businesses, offering support which now 
exceeds £2.3 billion, as well as closure grants for those affected by the current 
measures. 
 
We will keep the protective measures in all levels under review to ensure that they 
remain necessary and proportionate to address the ongoing public health 
emergency. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on whether teachers have adequate time to provide pupils who 
are self-isolating with consistent support and materials as well as fulfilling their 
obligations to other pupils who are in school. 
 

S5W-32357  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when people who receive and are entitled to the flu 
vaccination annually will receive a communication enabling them to receive it, and 
where these will be carried out. 
 

S5W-32124 

Joe FitzPatrick: Responsibility for delivering the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020-21 
rests with Health Boards and Integration Authorities. Those who are entitled to a free 
seasonal flu vaccine will be contacted by their Health Board letting them know where 
they will receive the vaccine and how to book their appointment. The best source of 
information on this for the public is NHS Inform which can be found here: 
www.nhsinform.scot/flu or on the information line on: 0800 224488. 
 
We have prioritised the older age group of 65+ along with those who are at risk. This 
is to ensure that all those who need it most will have access to an appointment and 
the opportunity to be vaccinated before the start of flu season. 
 
The majority of invitation letters have now issued to people who are currently eligible 
for a free flu vaccine. We anticipate that the remaining letters will issue within the 
next two weeks. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many flu vaccinations have been ordered for winter 2020-21, and 
how this compares with each of the last five years. 
 

S5W-32148 

Joe FitzPatrick: The number of vaccines procured for five previous years is 
contained in the table:  
 

Season Total volume procured (excluding Fluenz) 

2016-17 1,462,994 

2017-18 1,463,000 

2018-19 1,559,330 

http://www.nhsinform.scot/flu


6 
 

2019-20 1,530,000 

2020-21 2,366,400 

 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
the event that a COVID-19 vaccine becomes available, whether it will be offered to 
everyone in Scotland and, if not, what percentage of the population will be offered it, 
and what criteria will be used to determine who is offered it. 
 

S5W-32352  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many flu vaccinations there are in 
stocks to cover the NHS (a) Forth Valley, (b) Fife and (c) Tayside area, and whether 
these stocks are sufficient to provide a flu vaccination to everyone living in these 
areas who meets the necessary criteria. 
 

S5W-32353  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older people 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had 
with COSLA regarding the readiness of local authorities to deliver the (a) Scottish 
Welfare Fund and (b) Self-isolation Support Grant. 
 

S5W-32565  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: Since the introduction of the Scottish Welfare Fund in 
2013, we have built and maintained strong relationships with local authorities, both 
individually and through engagement with COSLA. The Cabinet Secretary for Social 
Security and Older People had a teleconference meeting with Councillor Kelly Parry, 
COSLA Spokesperson for Community Wellbeing on 29 September to discuss using 
the Scottish Welfare Fund to deliver the new Self-Isolation Support Grant. Policy 
officials also hold regular teleconferences with local authorities’ Welfare Fund 
practitioners. The Scottish Government continues to work closely with COSLA to 
ensure local authorities were quickly able to deliver the Self-Isolation Support Grant 
and continue to be able to do so. This vital intervention is enabling people on low 
income benefits who have been asked to self-isolate, to stay at home and stop the 
spread of Covid-19. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to increase 
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(a) awareness and (b) the take-up of the Scottish Welfare Fund's (i) crisis and (ii) 
community care grant. 
 

S5W-32567  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: Through the Statutory Guidance, the Scottish 
Government encourages local authorities to adopt a holistic approach to Scottish 
Welfare Fund applications. By maintaining close working relationships with the 
support and advice services in their local areas and in their own authority, local 
decision makers can ensures that applicants are signposted or referred to the 
Welfare Fund and to other local services which may be of benefit to them. 
 
The Scottish Government also works closely with national agencies and third sector 
organisations to ensure that people receive advice and information about the support 
available to them and the benefits to which they may be entitled.  
 
We also highlight the provision of support through the Fund when statistics are 
published every month. 
 
Individuals who are requested to self-isolate are informed of the availability of 
financial and other support. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the 
comment by the Associate Director Scotland of the Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
(JRF) when giving evidence to the Social Security Committee on 8 October 2020 
(Official Report, c.16) regarding Scottish Welfare Fund crisis grants that the JRF 
advisory group had found that "there were definitely people who felt that they should 
be eligible, for example, those fleeing domestic violence, having to turn to charity 
because they were not able to access emergency support for things as basic as 
beds and white goods". 
 

S5W-32566  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Scottish Welfare Fund is a discretionary scheme 
administered by local authorities. The purposes for which the Fund can be used are 
set out in legislation: to provide occasional assistance to people to help meet 
immediate short-term needs, and to support people to establish or maintain a settled 
home who would otherwise be in prison, hospital, residential care or be homeless or 
otherwise living an unsettled way of life. The process through which decisions on 
applications are made is set out in Statutory Guidance. This is developed by the 
Scottish Government in conjunction with local authorities, the Scottish Public 
Services Ombudsman (SPSO) and other stakeholders. 
 
There is a comprehensive and robust process in place to enable applicants who are 
unhappy about the outcome of their application to have the local authority’s decision 
reviewed, firstly by the local authority itself and secondly, if necessary, the SPSO. 
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Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason the terms of reference for the Expert 
Reference Group on COVID-19 and Ethnicity have not yet been published. 
 

S5W-32755  
 
Christina McKelvie: The Expert Reference Group on COVID-19 and Ethnicity 
(ERG) was set up at pace in June 2020, in response to emerging evidence that 
people from some Minority Ethnic backgrounds may be disproportionately impacted 
by COVID-19, both in terms of adverse health outcomes and in a wider context, 
including economically. The ERG was convened to consider and inform these 
issues, ensuring that the Scottish Government had an accurate understanding of the 
impact of COVID-19 on Minority Ethnic communities in Scotland, and that our policy 
responses reflected this. 
 
The ERG’s membership consists of academics and other expert advisers alongside 
Scottish Government officials, working to contribute to the Scottish Government’s 
emerging approach, and advise on proposed actions to mitigate the harms felt by 
Minority Ethnic communities in relation to COVID-19. 
 
Detailed Terms of Reference for the ERG have been in draft since shortly after its 
launch, based on the broad remit set out above. Cementing the Terms has been an 
iterative and collaborative piece of work, with the agreement of ERG members 
playing the central role; this is an ongoing process. However, this has not prevented 
the ERG from delivering a set of challenging and wide-ranging recommendations to 
the Scottish Government, which we intend to provide a cross-portfolio response to in 
the near future. 
 
The Scottish Government is conscious that the members of the ERG have 
volunteered a significant amount of their time to contribute to this vital work, and we 
are very thankful for that contribution. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



9 
 

Written questions lodged on 4 November 2020 

S5W-33014 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether it monitors 
the number of individuals asked to undertake repeat periods of self-isolation during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether it considers there is a need for further support 
for these individuals.   
S5W-33017 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what it will do to monitor 
the prevalence of flu this year. 
S5W-33018 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance is provided 
to care home workers through Test and Protect in relation to returning to work after 
testing positive for COVID-19, and whether this is the same as care home guidance. 
S5W-33020 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how many cases of COVID-19 have been identified as having been as a 
result of transmission on public transport. 
S5W-33021 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what data it holds on 
where transmission of COVID-19 is taking place. 
S5W-33022 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how many cases of 
COVID-19 have been identified among students in (a) universities and (b) colleges. 
S5W-33023 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how many cases of 
COVID-19 have been identified among students in (a) primary and (b) secondary 
schools. 
S5W-33024 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how many cases of 
COVID-19 have been identified as having been as a result of transmission in (a) 
pubs and (b) restaurants. 
S5W-33026 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how many cases of 
COVID-19 have been identified as having been as a result of transmission in a retail 
setting. 
S5W-33027 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether eight-year-olds 
are required to wear face coverings when entering and exiting buildings, including 
sports centres.  
S5W-33028 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government under what 
circumstances eight-year-olds are required to wear face coverings, broken down by 
the environments in which these requirements exist.  
S5W-33036 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the impact of means-testing the Self-Isolation Support Grant on its 
effectiveness in encouraging and enabling people to self-isolate. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33014
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33017
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33018
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33020
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33021
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33022
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33023
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33024
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33026
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33027
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33028
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33036
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Portfolio Questions answered on 4 November 2020 

Health and Sport 

 

2. David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what advice, guidance and 
financial assistance is being provided to professional football clubs during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04706) 

3. Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Government how it is encouraging physical 
activity within the necessary measures to suppress COVID-19. (S5O-04707) 

4. Kenneth Gibson: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
ensure that flu vaccines are available for those who need them. (S5O-04708) 

5. Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government when the First Minister first 
became aware of hospital patients who had tested positive for COVID-19 being 
discharged to care homes. (S5O-04709) 

6. James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will revisit its decision to 
suspend outdoor amateur sports such as football across the Central Belt, in light of 
the benefits that sport offers for participants' physical and mental wellbeing. (S5O-
04710) 

7. Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when NHS boards will be in a 
position to provide clinics that will specifically treat the long-term effects of COVID-
19. (S5O-04711) 

8. Gillian Martin: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update 
on antibody testing for COVID-19. (S5O-04712) 

Communities and Local Government 

 

2. Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has taken to 
tackle food poverty during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04714) 

4. Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it is 
having with local authorities regarding the safe reopening of local services, including 
libraries. (S5O-04716) 

7. Graham Simpson: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
ensuring that planning authorities do not reduce efforts to deliver new homes and 
other sustainable development during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-
04719) 

Answers to these questions can be found here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04706
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04707
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04708
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04709
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04710
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04710
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04711
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04712
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04714
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04716
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04719
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04719
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12916&i=116731
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

