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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 3 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 3 November can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 3 November 
are included at page 8. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 3 November) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will confirm that applications to the 
Culture Organisations and Venues Recovery Fund from companies in the creative 
supply chain are being given equal consideration for funding as culture organisations 
and venues. 
 

S5W-32655  
 
Fiona Hyslop: All eligible applications to the Culture Organisations and Venues 
Recovery Fund will be given equal consideration by Creative Scotland. Supply chain 
businesses that work in support of cultural activity were able to apply to the fund. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of bingo club members being considered to be typically women 
aged over 50, many of whom see their membership as a social lifeline, what its 
position is on having a more specific approach to these venues to keep them open at 
level 2 of its COVID-19 restrictions framework, particularly venues that offer two-
metre social distancing. 
 

S5W-32841  
 
Fiona Hyslop: We recognise the important role that Bingo Halls play in communities 
and in the wellbeing and mental health of many people across the country. After 
feedback on the Strategic Framework published on 23 October, the revised 
Framework issued on 29 October permits bingo halls to be open at level 2. This has 
been reflected in the regulations which came into force on 2 November. While 
suppression of the virus is our key objective, decisions on the Framework also reflect 
supporting broader health and wellbeing, mitigating social harms and supporting the 
economy. 
 
Scottish Government officials have worked closely with the Bingo Association to 
agree the mitigations that are necessary to help restrict the spread of the virus within 
bingo clubs. This has ensured that many Bingo halls have been able to open, when it 
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has been safe to so, with the relevant restrictions in place to help protect staff and 
customers alike. We will continue to work with the Bingo Association to monitor and 
review the impact of the restrictions. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the evidence it considered to reach its decision to 
close bingo clubs at level 2 of its COVID-19 restrictions framework. 
 

S5W-32843  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Bingo Halls are now able to open at Level 2 and I refer the member 
to the answer to question S5W-32841 on 3 November 2020. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility 
for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason bingo clubs will now be closed at level 2 of the new 
framework, including those operating outside of the Central Belt in areas with no 
reported COVID-19 outbreaks at the equivalent of this level of restrictions. 
 

S5W-32844  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Bingo Halls are now able to open at Level 2 and I refer the member 
to the answer to question S5W-32841 on 3 November 2020. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility 
for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason outdoor bowling clubs that have had to close due to 
being classified as licensed premises are ineligible for a Business Closure Grant 
whereas indoor bowling clubs are. 
 

S5W-32846  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I confirmed on 30 October that bowling and other sports clubhouses 
with licenses are eligible for hardship grants (outside the central belt) and closure 
grants (inside the central belt). 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what representations it has received in relation to bingo 
halls and the COVID-19 pandemic, and what considerations were taken into account 
when deciding the restrictions that would apply to them under the tiered system. 
 

S5W-32858  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Fiona Hyslop: Scottish Government has received representations from the Bingo 
Association, Bingo Halls, Staff, customers, MSP’s and MP’s. We have been in close 
contact with the Bingo Association and have worked with them to ensure that Bingo 
halls have been able to open when it has been safe to so with the relevant 
restrictions in place to help protect its staff and customers alike. 
 
After feedback on the Strategic Framework published on 23 October, which showed 
bingo halls closed below level 2, the revised Framework issued on 29 October 
permits bingo halls to be open at level 2 and below. This has been reflected in the 
regulations which came into force on 2 November. While suppression of the virus is 
our key objective, decisions on the Framework also reflect supporting broader health 
and wellbeing, mitigating social harms and supporting the economy. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it carried out on the contribution of venues such as 
bingo halls in serving as community hubs that can help alleviate social isolation, 
particularly among older people, when determining the levels of the COVID-19 
restrictions framework. 
 

S5W-32845  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32841 on  
3 November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to provide additional funding 
support to the personal beauty industry, in light of the current close contact retail 
regulations that effectively prevent many treatments. 
 

S5W-32635  
 
Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32389 on  
27 October 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the impact that reduced 
charitable funding due to COVID-19 for medical research in Scotland will have on the 
health of people in Scotland. 
 

S5W-32900  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Richard Lochhead: From data provided by the Higher Education Statistics Agency 
(HESA), the Scottish Government has established that charities invested around  
£101 million into medical and health research at Scottish universities in 2018-19.  
 
We also know, from information provided by the Association of Medical Research 
Charities (AMRC), that some UK medical research charities project a 41% reduction 
in their research expenditure over the next year as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
Mitigation measures, both at Scottish and UK level, have been put in place, including 
a £75 million support package for university research from the Scottish Government.  
 
We are therefore not expecting that a short-term reduction in charity funding for 
medical research will have a long-term impact on the health of people in Scotland. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to respond to demand for child and adolescent mental 
health services during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32525  
 
Clare Haughey: Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) continue to 
support children and young people in need of specialist mental health support, 
although there have been adjustments in how that is delivered to accommodate 
coronavirus restrictions. Throughout the pandemic, CAMHS staff have embraced the 
use of Video Appointments (Near Me) and are one of the largest health service users 
of Near Me in Scotland. Near Me allows CAMHS to continue providing services for 
the most vulnerable children, young people and families, while reducing the need for 
travel and the risks of infection. 
 
We fully appreciate the additional pressures, as well as the operational difficulties 
caused by Covid-19 and lockdown. That is why our recently published Transition and 
Recovery Plan, ‘Mental Health - Scotland's Transition and Recovery’, sets out a 
number of actions to progress improvement on access to CAMHS, including the 
implementation of our CAMHS Service Specification and the restarting of our 
improvement programme of work. 
 
A key part of our approach is to ensure support is available that goes wider than 
NHS services. That is why we have already allocated £2 million to local authorities 
towards the development of Community Mental Health and Wellbeing Services and 
Support for 5-24 year olds, their families and carers; with further funding to come in 
the current financial year and beyond. Local partnerships are aiming to have the first 
community services in place from January 2021 onwards, with support available 
across all 32 local authorities in 2021. 
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We continue to prioritise support for children and young people’s mental health and 
wellbeing in schools and education through actions such as the Mental Health in 
Schools Working Group which is developing and delivering new mental health 
training and learning resources, and the counselling in schools commitment.  
 
In addition, Educational Psychologists who work in Local Authorities are providing 
support, guidance and resources through authority websites, telephone and virtual 
consultations to support vulnerable children, young people and their families. 
 
Furthermore, we continue to invest in a range of other measures to support children 
and young people’s mental health. This includes providing enhanced digital 
resources on mental health and wellbeing available via Young Scot’s website and 
social media, and over £1 million to roll out the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) 
programme on a national basis to those over the age of 16. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what guidelines have been issued around the fitting 
and procurement of masks to NHS dentists. 
 

S5W-32372  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: As part of phase 3 of the NHS dental remobilisation plan a dental 
circular was issued by the Chief Dental Officer (CDO) to NHS Boards and dentists 
on 7 August. This provided guidance on the requirements for ensuring the supply of 
enhanced PPE including face masks, with appropriate fit-testing for those practices 
opting to provide NHS treatments requiring aerosol generating procedures (AGPs). 
Practices and Boards were advised on a broad range of measures including staffing 
levels, dates for fit-testing, matching the supply of PPE with demand as well as 
ongoing free access to PPE.  
 
Practices were also instructed that they must operate in compliance with sectoral 
guidance under the national dental framework (SDR Amendment No 147), scientific 
guidance from the clinical effective programme SDCEP and on physical distancing 
measures, whilst ensuring that appropriate PPE stocks were in place. Practices were 
also directed to ensure sign off from their respective NHS Boards. 
 
The CDO signalled to the sector on 24 June that the Scottish Government were 
considering the evidence and guidance around AGPs and that following an expert 
review the Scottish Government would draw on a range of evidence to help 
determine appropriate PPE use with AGP treatments. This guidance was updated on 
10 July and again on 30 July. 
 
Additional guidance for NHS dentists detailing ongoing access to and use and supply 
of PPE is also provided in collaboration with SG by the Health & Safety Executive 
and from NHS Boards. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to allow Test and Protect to have the ability to capture 
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data on where infections take place in order to put in place restrictions that do not 
impact on sectors that are COVID-secure. 
 

S5W-32447  
 
Jeane Freeman: Backwards contact tracing is regularly undertaken by Test and 
Protect’s contact tracers, going back 7 days prior to symptom onset in positive cases 
to establish where infections may have occurred. 
 
The evidence paper on infection trends, published on 7 October 2020, shows the 
percentage of individuals who have tested positive for Covid-19 that reported having 
visited a venue or taken part in a recreational activity within 7 days of their symptoms 
developing or receiving a positive test. 
 
www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-paper-october-2020/ 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
31838 by Clare Haughey on 1 October 2020, when it will finalise and publish its 
national COVID-19 Dementia Transition and Resilience Plan. 
 

S5W-32329  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government will consult on its draft national COVID-
19 Dementia Transition and Resilience Plan with people with dementia, their 
families, carers and the full range of stakeholders in November and early December. 
Once we have completed this consultation we will publish the final plan, which we 
anticipate will be in December. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when each of the provisions introduced by the Civil Partnership 
(Scotland) Act 2020 will come into force. 
 

S5W-32931  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill passed its final 
Stage in the Scottish Parliament on 23 June 2020. It received Royal Assent on  
28 July 2020 and became an Act on that date.  
 
Since the Bill passed its final Stage in Parliament, the Scottish Government has 
been progressing the work required to bring into force each of the provisions in the 
2020 Act, as well as taking forward other tasks required to make mixed sex civil 
partnership available in Scotland, including: 
 
• Preparations for a package of secondary legislation in the Scottish Parliament 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-paper-october-2020/
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• Development of an Order under section 104 of the Scotland Act 1998 to make 
provision for reserved and cross-border matters 
• Consideration of the IT changes needed to registration systems 
• Development of public-facing guidance on the Act 
• Consideration of guidance and training needs for local registrars 
 
On the main provisions in the Act, which - in conjunction with secondary legislation - 
will create the scheme of mixed sex civil partnership in Scotland, the Scottish 
Government is mindful that there are couples who are waiting for mixed sex civil 
partnership to become available in Scotland. We are committed to achieving that as 
soon as we can.  
 
However, there is an ongoing need to prioritise measures which will manage the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Scotland. This means that we are not able to provide 
guarantees on when mixed sex civil partnership registration will become available in 
Scotland. 
 
The Act contains provisions in section 3 which will enable mixed sex civil 
partnerships from elsewhere to be temporarily recognised in Scotland as marriages 
until mixed sex civil partnership is available. After that, these relationships will be 
recognised as civil partnerships. The Scottish Government is progressing work on 
secondary legislation which seeks to bring into force this temporary scheme of 
recognition in late 2020 or early 2021. However, this aim is subject to the 
requirement to prioritise measures relating to managing the ongoing pandemic.   
 
Sections 15, 16 and 17 of the Act are already in force. Respectively, these provide 
the Scottish Ministers with the power to make ancillary provision, for commencement 
and for the short title of the Act.  
 
We will publish information about the implementation of mixed sex civil partnership 
on the Scottish Government website as our work in this area develops. 
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Topical Questions 

The following questions in relation to COVID-19 were asked: 

1. Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with 
the UK Government regarding the conditions under which furlough payments will 
continue to be paid in Scotland. (S5T-02490) 

2. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government whether the new five-tier 
restrictions come with greater funding for local government in areas where more 
businesses must close. (S5T-02504) 

3. Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that the latest 
guidance on face coverings in school will be implemented. (S5T-02480) 

4. Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports 
that some NHS boards reduced COVID-19 testing for patients over 70 on the basis 
of guidance issued by the Chief Nursing Officer. (S5T-02494) 

5. Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of England 
entering lockdown and the Scottish Borders being placed at level 2 restrictions, what 
measures are being considered to ensure that only essential cross-border journeys 
take place. (S5T-02484) 

 

Answers to Topical Questions, can be found here. 

 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02490
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02504
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02480
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02494
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02484
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12914&i=116715
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Written questions lodged on 3 November 2020 

S5W-32980 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether first aid 
classes are considered teaching that cannot be provided remotely, with people 
involved being exempt from travel restrictions in and out of local authority areas in 
tiers 3 and 4 of the COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-32981 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what the rate of false 
positive results is for COVID-19 tests on which it is basing its policies. 
S5W-32982 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what the cycle threshold 
value is for the PCR (polymerase chain reaction) tests used in the COVID-19 test 
laboratories. 
S5W-32984 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has 
taken to review stillbirths and perinatal outcomes during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and whether there was an increase in intrapartum stillbirths during the early months 
of the pandemic. 
S5W-32987 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) professional 
bodies and (b) third sector organisations will be able to join the National Advisory 
Board for Rehabilitation. 
S5W-32988 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the progress of the framework for supporting people through recovery and 
rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32989 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a 
timeline for forming a National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation. 
S5W-32990 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
the names of the advisers of the National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation. 
S5W-32991 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-32366 by Jeane Freeman on 7 October 2020, what (a) minimum 
and (b) maximum cycle threshold has been set for each platform running PCR 
(polymerase chain reaction) tests for COVID-19. 
S5W-32995 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on whether repairs that need to be carried out in holiday homes should be classed 
as an exemption to the restrictions regarding travelling to and from level 3 local 
authority areas. 
S5W-32996 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on its plans to routinely test home carers. 
S5W-32997 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government whether patients who 
are moved from hospitals to NHS-selected care homes at the request of the NHS 
and without family input should be asked to cover the costs of their care. 
S5W-32999 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
(a) provide funding and (b) put temporary planning restrictions in place to allow care 
homes to create covered outdoor areas for visiting purposes. 
S5W-33007 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what impact COVID-
19 is having on NHS dental capacity, and whether it considers there are sufficient 
appointments available to meet demand. 
S5W-33008 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
had with the Chief Dental Officer prior to the announcement that NHS dental care 
would resume on 1 November 2020. 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32980
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32981
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32982
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32984
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32987
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32988
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32989
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32990
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32991
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32995
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32996
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32997
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32999
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33007
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33008
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

