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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 28 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 28 October can be found on page 6 of this 
document. 
 
A link to Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 can be found on page 8.  
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 21 October) 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to Youthlink Scotland’s finding that one in two 
youth workers believe that young people’s mental health will be detrimentally 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32524  
 
Richard Lochhead: We are aware mental health is a particular concern right now 
and it will be more so as we come out of this crisis. Our recently published Transition 
and Recovery Plan, ‘Mental Health - Scotland's Transition and Recovery’, sets out a 
number of actions to progress improvement on access to Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services (CAMHS) including the implementation of our CAMHS 
Service Specification and the restarting of our improvement programme of work. In 
the Plan we have also committed to developing a population health response to the 
issues affecting the mental health and wellbeing of children, young people and their 
families. This includes continuing to develop mental health and wellbeing support in 
education and schools, and a response to support children, young people and 
families experiencing heightened distress. 
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic we also have continued to invest in a range of 
measures to support children and young people’s mental health. This includes 
providing enhanced digital resources on mental health and wellbeing available via 
Young Scot’s website and social media, and the introduction of a new Community 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Services for 5-24 year olds. 
 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether employment considerations such as a student 
holding a part-time job near to their family home would be considered as a 
"reasonable excuse" to return to the family residence for a short stay or visit, in 
accordance with the guidance for students published on 28 September 2020. 
 

S5W-32326  
 



2 
 

Richard Lochhead: Our guidance for students on visits home (published 27 
September 2020) explains how the current restrictions on gatherings apply to 
students living away from home. It should be read alongside wider Scottish 
Government guidance and sets out the steps students should take to ensure any 
return home for a short stay or visit is conducted safely. 
 
As the guidance sets out, a reasonable excuse for visiting home could include a 
family emergency, wellbeing reasons or employment purposes. What is reasonable 
will of course depend on the circumstances of each case. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to support national voluntary youth work organisations 
in Scotland, in light of a reported income loss of at least £20.5 million in 2020. 
 

S5W-32523  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government recognise all sectors will be finding 
this a challenging time, particularly third sector organisations and charities. We are 
engaging with CLD providers in colleges, local authorities and third sector 
organisations who are supporting vulnerable learners to understand the financial 
impact of COVID on their work. Prioritising the most vulnerable communities will be 
essential in order to ensure existing poverty gaps are not exacerbated and 
Scotland’s ambitions for Inclusive Economic Growth and a fairer society are 
maintained. We have taken a number of actions to support the CLD sector, 
financially, during this time. For example, Ministers have taken the decision to further 
extend the Children, Young People and Families Early Intervention & Adult Learning 
and Empowering Communities (CYPFEI & ALEC) fund to 31 March 2022. These 
funds support a variety of youth work organisations across Scotland. In addition, the 
government have adapted existing funding for the National Voluntary Youth Work 
Organisations Support Fund to be used flexibly to help third youth work sector 
organisations during the pandemic. The Scottish Government also made available 
an additional £350 million to councils, charities, businesses and community groups. 
We are pleased to note that hundreds of youth work sector organisations have been 
able to benefit through these measures. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether, under the current COVID-19 restrictions, brides and grooms must wear 
face coverings during wedding ceremonies. 
 

S5W-32479  
 
Ash Denham: The First Minister announced on 15 October that the Scottish 
Ministers would change the regulations on face coverings to exempt the couple 
getting married for the duration of their wedding ceremony. This is provided that the 
couple maintain physical distancing from others present. A partition can be used as 
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an alternative, if such physical distancing is not possible. The amended regulations 
came into effect on 16 October. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the hospitality sector regarding the potential number 
of (a) job losses and (b) failing businesses because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32168  
 
Fergus Ewing: Regular engagement with the industry is ongoing on a number of 
issues affecting the sector, including the risk of job losses and business failures, 
which the Scottish Government are doing everything possible to avoid through 
targeted business support, including the recently announced £40 million Covid 19 
restrictions fund: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-restrictions-
fund/. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the hospitality sector to develop sustainable 
COVID-19 regulations that will be effective for the duration of the pandemic. 
 

S5W-32167  
 
Fergus Ewing: Regular engagement with the industry is ongoing on a number of 
issues affecting the sector, including additional mitigating measures covered in 
regulations and ongoing development of guidance to ensure compliance. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has carried out on the support needed to protect the hospitality 
industry and the jobs that this supports. 
 

S5W-32166  
 
Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is regularly monitoring the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on all sectors of the economy, including the hospitality sector, 
to understand needs for support to maintain viability and how to protect jobs.  
 
The Scottish Government’s analysis of data from ONS’s Business Impacts of 
Coronavirus Survey, published on 8th October, indicates that in the period  
7 September to 20 September 2020, around 82.7 per cent of businesses in the 
Accommodation & Food Services sector with more than 10 employees had resumed 
trading. It also estimated that, in the period 24 August to 20 September, 75.6 per 
cent of currently trading businesses in the Accommodation & Food Services sector 
were experiencing lower turnover than expected for the time of year, and 40.9 per 
cent of the workforce were on furlough leave.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-restrictions-fund/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-restrictions-fund/
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The Scottish Government’s sectoral analysis, such as that presented in the Chief 
Economist’s Monthly Economic Brief for July 2020, also indicates that the 
Accommodation and Food Sector is in need of ongoing support. 
 
The hospitality industry continues to be substantially affected by COVID-19 and the 
measures necessary to reduce opportunities for transmission of the virus. The 
Scottish Government is providing substantial support to the hospitality sector. This 
has included grant support through the Small Business Support Grant Fund and 
Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund; the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality 
Hardship Fund; as well as 100% relief for the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors in 
2020-21.  
 
The Scottish Government will also provide further support to hospitality businesses 
affected by temporary restrictions to slow the spread of COVID-19 through the 
COVID-19 Restrictions Fund, and support for businesses to meet the cost of re-
furloughing employees via the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme. However it is 
clear much more support for industries affected by restrictions will be required, which 
is why together with the Welsh Government and the Northern Ireland Executive, we 
have repeatedly called on the UK Government to transfer greater financial powers. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) evidence and (b) professional opinion informed its COVID-19 policy of not 
allowing music to be played in pubs and restaurants. 
 

S5W-32164  
 
Fergus Ewing: Factors such as background sound that may lead to raised voices or 
cause people to lean-in close to others to be heard are a risk factor in the 
transmission of coronavirus. This is recognised by a wide body of publicly available 
scientific evidence in relation to the role of aerosols in the transmission of viruses. 
The current position of no background sound, including low level music and audio 
from television, is a measured and cautious approach to reduce risk. It is being kept 
under review and government has engaged with industry experts to consider how 
guidance can be developed to allow low level background sound to be managed 
safely when transmission rates are back to a manageable level. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what engagement it has had with the hospitality industry regarding the COVID-19 
policy on not allowing music to be played. 
 

S5W-32163  
 
Fergus Ewing: Regular engagement with the industry is ongoing on a number of 
issues affecting the sector at present, including that of the safe management of 
background sound. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older people 
 
Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will issue further guidance for tradespeople 
regarding safety measures when carrying out work and repairs in people’s homes 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32473  
 
Christina McKelvie: The Scottish Government is committed to working with and 
across sectors to review - and where necessary tighten - the guidance and 
regulation on operating practices. This work is underway and will include further 
clarity on working in other people's homes during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 28 October 2020 

S5W-32889 Bruce Crawford: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has for 
the publication of minutes and papers of the COVID-19 Advisory Group. 

Written questions lodged on 28 October 2020 

S5W-32865 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government how much financial 
support it has provided to date to (a) Pentland Ferries and (b) Western Ferries during 
the period of travel and other restrictions brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-32867 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the full minutes and records of the Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Group. 
S5W-32868 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government how many requests to 
host test events it has received from the conference and events sector since the 
outbreak of COVID-19. 
S5W-32869 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to running test events in the conference and events sector since the 
outbreak of COVID-19. 
S5W-32870 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government in what 
circumstances Test and Protect app users are advised to disable Bluetooth, and 
whether detailed guidance on this has been issued to employers and employees. 
S5W-32875 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether the eligibility 
period for free dental treatment will be extended for (a) children under 18 years of 
age, (b) full-time students aged 18 and (c) pregnant women and nursing mothers to 
ensure that people in those categories experience no detriment to their oral health 
due to restrictions on dental services during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32876 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support is available to the operators of peripatetic exercise classes in areas where 
the COVID-19 restrictions prohibit such activities. 
S5W-32877 Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
whether it will reconsider the policy of permitting Members' offices four mobile 
devices only, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic leading to an increase in the 
number of staff who are working from home and who require their own office device 
to be in contact with constituents who might not have internet access. 
S5W-32879 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
expand home learning provision for pupils who cannot attend school due to COVID-
19. 
S5W-32880 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
provide online learning resources for schools and teachers to support pupils who 
need to learn from home due to COVID-19. 
S5W-32881 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
ensure equality of access to home learning across the country. 
S5W-32882 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
provide internet access to pupils who need to learn from home due to COVID-19 but 
who do not have a home broadband connection. 
S5W-32884 Kenneth Gibson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
considering proposals such as a period of (a) free bus journeys for all, (b) off-peak 
rail travel all day and (c) free train travel at weekends to encourage people back into 
the habit of using transport services. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32889
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32865
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32867
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32868
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32869
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32870
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32875
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32876
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32877
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32879
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32880
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32881
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32882
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32884
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S5W-32890 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will update the 
COVID-19 Strategic Framework to make it explicit that children are allowed to move 
between the homes of separated parents. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32890
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Portfolio Questions answered on 28 October 2020 

Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 

2. Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what proposed changes have 
come from its review into international development programmes in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04682) 

8. Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what events it will permit on 
Remembrance Sunday. (S5O-04688) 

Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

1. Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what further support it will 
make available to businesses in Central Scotland that continue to be affected by 
COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-04689) 

4. Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government what action it can take in relation 
to hospitality and other businesses that may be treating their staff unfairly during the 
lockdown restrictions. (S5O-04692) 

5. Jamie Halcro Johnston: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
carried out of the impact of COVID-19 on businesses across the Highlands and 
Islands. (S5O-04693) 

7. Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government what communications it has 
had with the UK Government regarding extending the furlough scheme. (S5O-
04695) 

8. Maurice Corry: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
support businesses adapting to new ways of working as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. (S5O-04696) 

Answers to these questions can be found here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04682
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04688
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04689
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04692
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04693
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04695
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04695
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04696
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12899&i=116557
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

