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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 26 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 26 October can be found on page 8 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 26 October) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when its Pregnancy Maternity Discrimination Working Group last met, 
and how the group is addressing the reported increase in discrimination against 
women during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32440 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Pregnancy and Maternity Discrimination Working Group last met 
on 16 June 2020. The agenda included a presentation by the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission on issues in pregnancy & maternity for workers that have arisen 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. This was the twelfth meeting of the working group. 
 
It is intended that there will be a further meeting of the group before the end of the 
year to allow a continued opportunity for engagement and further work required to 
address pregnancy and maternity discrimination during and beyond the Covid-19 
crisis. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much financial assistance has been provided to (a) communities and 
(b) businesses affected by the COVID-19 restrictions in the NHS (i) Lanarkshire and 
(ii) Forth Valley area. 
 

S5W-32540 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Communities, including those affected by the COVID-19 restrictions in 
Lanarkshire and Forth Valley health board areas, continue to be supported by 
investment through the Scottish Government’s Communities funding package. Details 
of funding allocated by local authority area can be found using the Scottish 
Government’s Communities Fund Mapping Tool. 
 
The tool highlights that since the start of the pandemic over £20 million has been 
allocated to support communities in the Lanarkshire Health Board area and that over 
£9 million has been allocated to support communities in Forth Valley. These areas 
also benefit from wider investments, including those set out in recent correspondence 

https://community-funding-mapping-1-1-scotgov.hub.arcgis.com/
https://blogs.gov.scot/fairer-scotland/2020/09/24/communities-secretary-aileen-campbells-letter-to-the-local-government-and-communities-committee/
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to the Communities Committee. On 20 October 2020 the Social Security Secretary 
announced a further £30 million of funding to tackle financial insecurity across the 
winter period and continue the provision of Free School Meals during school holidays, 
allocations for this funding will be made available once formally agreed with COSLA 
Leaders. 
 
To support businesses affected by the temporary restrictions the Economy Secretary 
announced the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund on 13 October, making an initial £40 
million available. Ministers announced an increase to the value of grants through the 
scheme on 21 October with increased funding available to support businesses 
affected by the extension of restrictions. 
 
These measures are part of the wider £2.3 billion package of support for business, 
including an estimated £972 million worth of COVID reliefs to reduce business costs 
during the pandemic, over £1 billion worth of business support fund grants and almost 
£160 million of additional grant support for small and medium sized businesses 
(SMEs) and newly self-employed people. 
 
Statistics on grants awarded by Local Authorities through the Small Business Grant 
Scheme and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant scheme are published on the 
Scottish Government website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/. 
 
Statistics on the grants for the Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund, Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund (PERF) and Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund (CTHEHF), and Bed and Breakfasts Hardship Fund (B&BHF) are published at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hardship-and-resilience-
funds-statistics 
 
Statistics on relief awards by Local Authority will be available in the Non-domestic 
rates relief statistics publication scheduled for release on 30 November 2020. 
 
Grant awards through the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund will be reported in due course. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
alternatives it considered prior to the announcement of the revised COVID-19 
restrictions on 7 October 2020, and for what reason each of these options was 
rejected. 
 

S5W-32457 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government considered a range of options around social 
gathering, hospitality, wider areas of economy and transport in relation to restrictions 
required to suppress the virus. In doing so the Scottish Government took into account 

https://blogs.gov.scot/fairer-scotland/2020/09/24/communities-secretary-aileen-campbells-letter-to-the-local-government-and-communities-committee/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hardship-and-resilience-funds-statistics
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hardship-and-resilience-funds-statistics
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a range of considerations and evidence. All decisions were based on the four harms 
methodology as set out in the Framework for Decision Making. The revised COVID-
19 restrictions announced on 7 October 2020 were those judged necessary to 
suppress the virus. A related evidence paper was also published on the Scottish 
Government website on 7 October. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has provided guidance to local authorities indicating whether 
children entitled to free school meals should be provided with access to the equivalent 
of those meals during term time in the event they are unable to attend school through 
self-isolation as a result of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32606 
 

John Swinney: Under the provisions of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, education 
authorities are required to provide a free school lunch to any to any child or young 
person who is eligible for them, even if they are absent from school. The Act states 
that a pupil is designated as being "in attendance" at school if they are registered on 
the school's roll. 
 
Therefore, if an eligible child or young person has been instructed to self-isolate at 
home, due to either themselves or a member of their family displaying symptoms of 
COVID-19 (or having tested positive for it), they would still be entitled to a free school 
lunch if they requested it. However, local authorities have the discretion to decide for 
themselves about the most appropriate method of provision. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it has instructed its appointed office equipment 
supplier in its procurement framework not to deliver IT equipment and supplies to 
people working from home and, if so, when that instruction was given, and when it 
plans to rescind it. 
 

S5W-32494 
 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has not instructed its framework suppliers of 
IT equipment not to deliver equipment and supplies to people working from home.  
 
Scottish public sector organisations using these frameworks can directly engage with 
suppliers to discuss their specific order, build and delivery requirements. The 
procurement frameworks have the flexibility to accommodate requests for bespoke 
delivery, including home delivery.   
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on its plans to resume cancer treatment, 
and what plans it has for public health messaging regarding cancer symptoms, in light 
of a reported rise in presentations of advanced cancer patients. 
 

S5W-32150 
 

Jeane Freeman: Urgent treatment, including for cancer has continued through the 
pandemic. Our priority remains to ensure that vital services are delivered to patients 
based on their clinical priority and clinical risk. 
 
We have invested £10 million to support cancer services during and beyond the 
pandemic. This will support increased access to cancer diagnostics and staffing. We 
have also utilised private sector capacity and extended working days and weekend 
working to tackle waiting times. 
 
On 4 June, we published the Framework for Recovery of Cancer Surgery to assist 
NHS Scotland prioritise those most in need of cancer treatment. We have committed 
to developing a Cancer Clinical Trials Subgroup as part of our recovery of cancer 
services. We are currently establishing the group and anticipate it will convene shortly. 
 
The COVID-19 Restart Operational Group established by the Chief Scientist office is 
also looking at cancer clinical trials as part of its work on the resumption of non-COVID 
research activity. 
 
We are in the process of developing a new Cancer Recovery plan. The plan will ensure 
patients have access to the best possible treatment and care and will be published 
shortly. 
 
It is the case that we had to pause some public health campaigns, including cancer, 
planned for 2020 as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
The NHS is Open campaign launched on 24 April and urged those with urgent cancer 
symptoms to still present. Planning is now underway for further public-facing activity, 
including cancer, but timings are critical to avoid public confusion during winter or 
detract from urgent health advice relating to the pandemic. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the Army being deployed in policing roles; what 
assessment it has made of the political implications of such a deployment, and 
whether it has discussed with Police Scotland the UK Government’s proposal to 
deploy the Army in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-32125 
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Humza Yousaf: There have been no discussions with UK Government regarding the 
deployment of the Army in Scotland. There are already strong arrangements in place 
through the Multi Agency Coordination Centre should Army input ever prove 
necessary in civil contingency circumstances. We are not in such circumstances. 
Police Scotland has already made clear that at the moment no military involvement is 
necessary, nor do they anticipate it will be needed. 
 
We are supportive of the current policing approach to Covid-19 but will of course 
continue to regularly discuss this approach and the impact of the pandemic on policing. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the Scottish Courts and 
Tribunals Service regarding the safe transport of jurors to and from trials during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32180 
 

Humza Yousaf: While the day to day operation of the Scottish Courts and Tribunals 
Service is a matter for the Lord President, regular discussions take place around the 
practical implications of public health policy and guidance in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. This includes an important focus on the health and wellbeing of potential 
participating jurors, and their ability to travel to Court. SCTS regularly update their 
information sheet for jurors, which makes clear that potential jurors should speak to a 
member of their staff if they are concerned about travel arrangements. 

 
 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what resources it is providing to Police Scotland to 
address any anticipated rise in police activity resulting from increased government 
measures to tackle COVID-19, and whether it will report on what impact it considers 
such increased measures might have on Police Scotland's ability to tackle other types 
of crime. 
 

S5W-32129 
 

Humza Yousaf: Police Scotland has been at the front and centre of the response to 
COVID-19 in Scotland, and continues to work closely with partners including local 
authorities and the NHS to support the response. We continue to be grateful to both 
police officers and staff who put themselves in harm’s way to protect the public. 
 
This year the Scottish Government has increased funding for policing by £60 million 
to more than £1.2 billion. This 5.1% rise, compared to 2019-20, is ensuring that Police 
Scotland can maintain officer numbers, enhance its community policing capability and 
maintain and modernise its estate.  
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At 30 June 2020, there were 17,273 officers, which issignificantly above the level 
inherited in 2007, with a higher number of officers than at any time during the previous 
administration.  
 
The demands on policing have been unprecedented over the last few months, and 
while Police Scotland has a key role in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, it 
continues to respond to a wide range of crimes. This was highlighted in the Police 
Scotland submission to the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing in June 2002, which 
stated: 
 
“Despite organisational change caused by the pandemic there has not been, nor will 
there be, any change in Police Scotland’s key priority to protect vulnerable individuals 
and reduce harm” 
 
The Chief Constable’s most recent report to the SPA Board highlighted a range of 
areas, apart from policing the COVID-19 pandemic, in which Police Scotland continues 
to work successfully, including: serious violence including homicide, serious organised 
crime, drug supply and harm, road safety and road crime and international human 
trafficking. It was further reported to the same meeting that domestic crime and the 
potential for supressed vulnerability remain a significant concern and priority. Police 
Scotland has taken steps to identify those at risk and give support to those who need 
their help. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to work closely with the Scottish Police 
Authority and Police Scotland to monitor and manage the financial impacts of COVID-
19 on the policing budget. Where relevant, this includes the latest information on the 
impact of the pandemic on levels of recorded crime in Scotland (taken from an 
associated release of monthly Official Statistics). 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government which current public health guidance covers the holding of 
peaceful demonstrations in an outdoor setting. 
 

S5W-32220 
 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government is committed to upholding the human rights 
of those wishing to peacefully demonstrate. The unprecedented health risks posed by 
Covid-19 means that we have been strongly encouraging all of those wishing to 
demonstrate to consider whether they can find alternative ways to hold their events, 
such as through social media. Anyone participating in a peaceful protest should be 
mindful of the relevant local restrictions; and should do all they can to protect 
themselves and the communities that they are gathering in by following the latest 
health guidance on physical distancing, wearing face coverings and minimising the 
chance of transmission from person to person, which can be found at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-staying-safe-and-
protecting-others/pages/overview/. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-staying-safe-and-protecting-others/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-staying-safe-and-protecting-others/pages/overview/
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Affairs and Tourism 

 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason, and based on what evidence, it changed its tourism 
guidance on 23 September 2020 to disallow two households with less than six adults 
from staying in self-catering accommodation. 
 

S5W-32109 
 

Fergus Ewing: The nation currently risks exponential growth of the coronavirus. This 
grave situation has necessitated tough decisions, including the single household 
restrictions being applied to self-catering premises in line with other private settings 
such as within homes. Evidence from Test and Protect has indicated that the mixing 
of different households in homes is one of the main ways the virus is spreading. The 
position is clear - we need to reduce the level of interaction in unregulated spaces to 
drive down transmission and suppress the virus. Improving public health will also help 
provide longer-term stability for the industry.  
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Written questions lodged on 26 October 2020 

S5W-32753 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason dental 
patients are reportedly unable to receive some treatments on the NHS due to 
COVID-19 restrictions but are able to get the same treatment if they pay for it 
privately. 
S5W-32755 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the terms 
of reference for the Expert Reference Group on COVID-19 and Ethnicity have not yet 
been published. 
S5W-32757 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government how many people have 
contracted COVID-19 in each month since March 2020, and how many of those 
have subsequently died. 
S5W-32759 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many excess deaths 
there were (a) outside and (b) inside care homes in the first six months of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32760 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what advice was given to 
the Scottish Ambulance Service regarding who to admit to hospital during the first six 
months of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32761 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people over 
65 were admitted to intensive care in each month from February to May in each of 
the last five years. 
S5W-32762 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether any NHS board 
used an age-based frailty score system triage tool at any time during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and how such a system operated. 
S5W-32763 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many intensive care 
vacant bed (a) days and (b) nights there have been in each month since January 
2020. 
S5W-32764 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether the ratings score 
for ambulance patients to be admitted to hospital has been changed at any time 
during 2020. 
S5W-32765 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether its health policies for older people during the COVID-19 pandemic have 
been discriminatory. 
S5W-32768 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32297 by Jeane Freeman on 23 October 2020, whether there are 
specific plans to open dedicated clinics that treat the long-term symptoms of COVID-
19; if so, what timeframe it has for the opening of such clinics, and where these will 
be situated. 
S5W-32769 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32297 by Jeane Freeman on 23 October 2020, whether it will request 
that NHS boards accelerate plans to open dedicated clinics that treat the long-term 
symptoms of COVID-19. 
S5W-32785 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance was 
issued to local authorities regarding the payment of the business support grants that 
opened for application on 20 October 2020. 
S5W-32786 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government when its proposed 
fund to top-up payments from the UK Government’s Job Retention Scheme will open 
for applications, and when the first payments will be made. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32753
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32755
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32757
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32759
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32760
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32761
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32762
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32763
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32764
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32765
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32768
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32769
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32785
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32786
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S5W-32787 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government when its £11 million 
fund for business support opened; how much has been paid out so far, and when the 
first payments were made. 
S5W-32788 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how much of its £48 
million business support fund was paid out in the first seven days after applications 
opened on 20 October 2020. 
S5W-32789 Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
strengthen support for developing skills and training for people who lose 
their jobs because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32792 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government whether the system 
that is currently being used for the roll-out of the flu vaccination programme will also 
be used for the roll-out of a COVID-19 vaccine once one is available. 
S5W-32797 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether the Abellio 
ScotRail Emergency Measures Agreement (EMA) includes funding for driver training 
that was delayed due to the COVID-19 outbreak, and whether funding for driver 
training will be made available when the EMA expires in January 2021.  
S5W-32799 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the evidence it received on which it based its decision to the close group classes in 
gyms and other exercise facilities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32787
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32788
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32789
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32792
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32797
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32799
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

