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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 14 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 14 October can be found on pages 6 and 7 of this 
document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 14 October) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
Bill Kidd (Glasgow Anniesland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether COVID-19 funding for bus operators will be extended beyond 8 
November 2020. 
 

S5W-32514  
 
Michael Matheson: Today I am announcing up to £52.6 million in further funding to 
support bus operators with maintaining bus services between 9 November and 17 
January. This is in addition to the £109.7 million in funding that the Scottish 
Government has been providing since 22 June to support bus services. This funding 
will cover the expected loss of fare revenue due to physical distancing requirements 
and reduced carrying capacity. 
 
Bus travel typically accounts for almost three quarters of public transport journeys, 
so this funding is vital in keeping Scotland moving and keeping passengers safe by 
enabling physical distancing to be maintained on buses. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
the housing market. 
 

S5W-32175  
 
Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government regularly publishes information on house 
prices, housing market activity, cost and availability of finance and repossessions. 
 
The most recent Scottish Housing Market Review, published on 30 September 2020, 
includes information about the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the housing 
market and can be found here https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-housing-
market-review-2020/ 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-housing-market-review-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-housing-market-review-2020/
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
the demand for social housing. 
 

S5W-32176  
 
Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government has carried out no formal assessment of 
the potential impact of Covid-19 on the demand for social housing. The Social 
Housing Resilience Group a broad membership group, including Scottish 
Government, has been set up to respond to the Covid-19 challenges facing the 
social housing sector. 
 
Local authorities as the statutory housing authority are responsible for assessing 
housing need in their area. All local authorities are expected to prepare updated 
Strategic Housing Investment Plans reflecting the impact that Covid-19 may have 
had on investment plans locally and to set out what contingency plans that they have 
put in place in response. Local authorities will also reflect the impact that Covid-19 
has on the delivery of housing and housing related services in their annual review of 
their Local Housing Strategies. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of its Programme for Government advising that 
plans for the Transient Visitor Levy have been put on hold due to COVID-19, and 
that “future consideration of the levy will take account of the changed context the 
industry is operating in”, for what reason a similar approach was not extended to its 
proposals on short-term let regulation. 
 

S5W-32143  
 
Kevin Stewart: COVID-19 has exacerbated and heightened existing tensions 
around short-term lets in certain areas. At the heart of our licensing scheme is a set 
of mandatory standards which will help to protect the safety of guests and 
neighbours in short-term lets across Scotland. Therefore, it is right that we are taking 
action in this session to move forward with these safety standards and address what 
is a pressing issue for some local communities. 
 
Subject to the approval of the Scottish Parliament, the licensing scheme and control 
area regulations will be in force by April 2021. However, local authorities will have 
until April 2022 to establish a licensing scheme in their area and open it to receive 
applications. We are not placing additional requirements on hosts in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In due course, hosts will need to make an application for a 
licence to their local authority. However, existing hosts will be able to continue 
operating whilst their licence application is processed. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason its short-term let consultation 
document makes no reference to the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the tourism 
sector. 
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S5W-32140  

 
Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government has been supporting the tourism and 
hospitality sector through the pandemic in every way possible, given the limits of 
devolved power. We are planning for a recovery of the tourism sector. Regulation of 
short-term lets is part of ensuring a responsible and sustainable approach to tourism, 
which better balances the benefits of tourism with wider community needs and 
concerns. This regulation is important irrespective of COVID-19, which is why the 
detailed proposals make no reference to it. We have been engaging with a wide 
range of tourism and other stakeholders on our detailed proposals so that we can 
ensure they are robust but proportionate and fair. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who is 
responsible for signing off changes to emergency powers in each ministerial portfolio 
area in circumstances where the Parliament does not have an opportunity to vote on 
such changes. 
 

S5W-32162  
 
Michael Russell: Changes to legislation are agreed collectively by Scottish 
Ministers. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of some university students not 
being able to return to campus and others paying full price for a limited service due 
to COVID-19, what action it can take to reduce fees for (a) international, (b) 
postgraduate and (c) other university students. 
 

S5W-32089  
 
Richard Lochhead: Providing free tuition for Scottish domiciled and EU students is 
a core policy of the Scottish Government and it ensures that education in Scotland 
remains about the ability to learn and not the ability to pay. Students coming to study 
in Scotland from the rest of the UK would be expected to pay a tuition fee rate of up 
to £9,250, which is consistent with the rates charged for study in England. The tuition 
fee rate for both international students and postgraduate study are not set by the 
Scottish Government. 
 
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are autonomous bodies with responsibility for 
managing their own affairs. The Scottish Government and Scottish Ministers cannot 
intervene in internal matters such as decisions relating to the reducing of tuition fees 
for international students and those from the rest of the UK. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it is providing in response to the reported increased numbers of people 
reporting mental health problems because of the COVID-19 (a) pandemic and (b) 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-32179 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government recognises the additional pressure that 
the pandemic and restrictions place upon individuals and families and is committed 
to providing clear, comprehensive and accessible support for mental health. 
 
As part of this commitment we have been working closely with all health boards to 
maintain the integrity and quality of mental health services across Scotland 
throughout the pandemic, ensuring that emergency and urgent cases have been 
prioritised. Services are now working hard to return to previous activity levels and to 
deal with any backlogs that have developed. We are monitoring this through NHS 
Boards’ remobilisation plans, and our own transition and recovery plan for mental 
health can be found at www.gov.scot/publications/mental-health-scotlands-transition-
recovery/. 
 
In April 2020 we launched the Clear Your Head campaign, to help the population 
look after their own mental health and wellbeing. The campaign highlights the 
practical things people can do to help them feel better and cope with the restrictions 
during the coronavirus outbreak, acknowledging these are worrying and uncertain 
times for many. The website is updated regularly in light of developments associated 
with the pandemic. 
 
We have provided funding to expand the NHS24 Mental Health Hub so that it is now 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to increase the capacity of the Breathing 
Space telephone helpline and web support service; and to increase capacity for 
Computerised Cognitive Behavioural Therapy. 
 
We have also expanded the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) programme into a 
nationwide response for people in distress. Now, anyone who phones the NHS24 
Mental Health Hub in emotional distress from anywhere in Scotland and who does 
not need emergency clinical intervention and is assessed as appropriate can be 
referred to the DBI Programme for further support. 
 
Further advice and support for mental health is available through the NHS Inform 
website. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the qualification criteria will be to apply for the Self-Isolation 
Support Grant. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/mental-health-scotlands-transition-recovery/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/mental-health-scotlands-transition-recovery/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/
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S5W-32206  

 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: Applications for the new Self Isolation Support Grant 
(SISG) opened on 12 October. The Self-Isolation Support Grant is a new grant of 
£500. It will be offered through the existing Scottish Welfare Fund, administered by 
local authorities in Scotland. 
 
In order to be eligible for the Grant, you must: 
 
• Have been told by the Test and Protect Service to self-isolate as a result of 

COVID-19, either because you have tested positive for coronavirus or have 
recently been in close contact with someone who has tested positive 

• Be employed or self-employed  
• Be unable to work from home and face a reduced income as a result of self-

isolating 
• Currently receive, or have been awarded but not yet received, a payment of 

Universal Credit or legacy benefits. 
 
People who are not eligible for the Support Grant may still apply to their local 
authority for a crisis grant through the existing Scottish Welfare Fund. 
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Written questions lodged on 14 October 2020 

S5W-32526 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of compliance with the wearing of face coverings, and what the estimated level 
of compliance is (a) on (i) bus, (ii) train, (iii) ferry and (iv) airline services and (b) in 
(A) taxi and private hire vehicles and (B) bus and railway stations. 
S5W-32532 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the effectiveness of enforcement regarding the wearing of face coverings on 
public transport, and how many fines have been issued for non-compliance. 
S5W-32533 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to take 
any further action to improve the enforcement of the wearing of face coverings on 
public transport. 
S5W-32534 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the effectiveness of current safety measures (a) on buses and (b) in bus 
depots and stations to protect staff and passengers from COVID-19. 
S5W-32535 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what financial help 
it is providing to support bus travel during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32536 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government whether financial 
help to support bus travel will be provided for as long as the public is advised not to 
travel unless necessary and to work from home where possible. 
S5W-32539 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what advice is being 
given to schools regarding ventilation in classrooms and communal areas 
in response to COVID-19. 
S5W-32540 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how much financial 
assistance has been provided to (a) communities and (b) businesses affected by the 
COVID-19 restrictions in the NHS (i) Lanarkshire and (ii) Forth Valley area. 
S5W-32541 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether any changes 
to the contents of the Baby Box are planned, to take account of the needs of 
mothers, parents and babies during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32543 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-29950 by John Swinney on 1 July 2020, how much financial 
support has been provided since April 2020 to organisations and charities that run 
outdoor activity centres, and what other assistance has been provided. 
S5W-32544 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether NHS boards have been effective in making period products accessible to (a) 
patients and (b) staff during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32547 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it has 
decided not to advise people who were on the shielding list to start to shield again, in 
light of a number having to attend their workplaces at a time when the rate of 
COVID-19 infection is rising. 
S5W-32548 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on reducing Air Passenger Duty to support the aviation industry through the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
S5W-32553 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how it is encouraging 
employers to take account of increased domestic heating and power bills when 
paying staff who are working from home. 
S5W-32554 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what work it is doing to 
prevent an increase in fuel poverty as a consequence of COVID-19 restrictions. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32526
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32532
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32533
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32534
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32535
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32536
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32539
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32540
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32541
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32543
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32544
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32547
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32548
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32553
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32554
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S5W-32555 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of how the increase in working from home as a result of COVID-19 will impact 
on fuel poverty levels.  
S5W-32556 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what support is available 
for people who are finding it difficult to pay increased domestic heating and power 
bills as a result of working from home due to COVID-19 restrictions and advice. 
S5W-32557 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to making it a requirement for developers to advertise projects that they 
have submitted to the Energy Consents Unit in local newspapers, particularly during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-32558 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
hospitality businesses have provided Test and Protect information as part of COVID-
19 contact tracing; how many contacts have been made as a result, and how many 
positive tests have been recorded through this contact tracing, broken down by (a) 
hospitality business type and (b) local authority area. R 
S5W-32559 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it is giving to people who (a) are shielding and (b) have concerns 
regarding the new fire safety requirements for homeowners that are due to come into 
force is on 1 February 2021. 
S5W-32561 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it uses 
track and trace technology to identify how many people are moving from areas with 
greater COVID-19 restrictions to those with fewer and, if not, whether it is 
considering doing so. 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32555
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32556
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32557
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32558
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32559
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32561
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

