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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 13 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 13 October can be found on pages 4 to 6 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 13 October) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the First Minister's statement and Scottish 
Government press release on 22 September 2020, which section of which 
coronavirus regulations excepts "non-cohabiting couples" from the new restriction on 
gatherings in private dwellings. 
 

S5W-32093  
 
Michael Russell: The current coronavirus regulations define extended household as 
follows – 
 
“extended household” means two households— 
 
(a) which have chosen to be treated as a single household for the purpose of— 
      (i) these Regulations, or 
      (ii) the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020, and 
(b) have not already chosen to be treated as a single household with any other 
household 
 
The Scottish Government “Staying Safe and Protecting Others” guidance on 
extended households sets out the circumstances in which we advise extended 
households could be formed. There is a section in this guidance entitled “Couples 
who do not live together”, where more information on forming an extended 
household in these circumstances can be found. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reasons Heriot-Watt University is reported to have financial challenges. 
 

S5W-32117  
 
Richard Lochhead: Covid-19 has hit all of our universities hard and Heriot-Watt 
university is no exception. 
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Universities are reporting financial pressures for academic year 2020-21 and beyond 
largely due to the limited resources available to generate income. This includes a 
reduction in international student’s fees, and reduced demand for their 
accommodation and hospitality services, all of which contribute to annual income. 
 
Along with the Scottish Funding Council and Universities Scotland, our universities 
are working relentlessly to maintain the message that they are open and welcome all 
students, including those from outside the UK, either remotely or on campus where it 
is possible and safe to do so. 
 
As a Government we continue to monitor the economic condition of the university 
sector overall and at an individual institution level to ensure they remain sustainable 
throughout this crisis and beyond. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it considers that Heriot-Watt University is at risk of being unable to continue as a 
stand-alone university. 
 

S5W-32121  
 
Richard Lochhead: The financial pressures created by the Covid-19 pandemic 
have been unprecedented in all areas of society including the ability of our 
universities to generate income. 
 
We continue to work closely with Universities Scotland and the Scottish Funding 
Council on how the sector can remain at the forefront of global education and 
research when we emerge from this crisis. 
 
However, it remains vital that universities continue to develop their own mitigating 
strategies to minimise negative impacts on their short, medium and long term 
financial sustainability and we will continue to support them to do this. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the potential impact of the COVID-19 (a) pandemic 
and (b) restrictions on mental health. 
 

S5W-32178  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish COVID-19 (SCOVID) Mental Health Tracker Study will 
provide insight into the potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions 
on the mental health of the Scottish population. This is a longitudinal study running 
from May 2020 to May 2021, with 5 waves. A report on the Wave 1 findings will be 
published this month. 
 
The Mental Health Research Advisory Group was established in April 2020 to follow 
research developments to understand the medium and long-term impacts of the 
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Covid-19 pandemic on mental health. The group, chaired by Professor Andrew 
Gumley, Director of the Scottish Mental Health Research Network, includes 
academics and public health experts from across Scotland. The Group will support 
the development of our evidence-led mental health policy response to the pandemic. 
The MHRAG have produced evidence summary briefings, provided with the minutes 
in April 2020 and June 2020. 
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Government initiated question lodged on 13 October 2020 

S5W-32514 Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government whether COVID-19 funding 
for bus operators will be extended beyond 8 November 2020. 

Written questions lodged on 13 October 2020 

S5W-32478 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what evidence it 
has that determined that contact sports such as football should not take place in a 
non-professional capacity under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-32479 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether, under the 
current COVID-19 restrictions, brides and grooms must wear face coverings during 
wedding ceremonies. 
S5W-32480 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking during the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure that each NHS board has sufficient 
measures in place to ensure that pregnant women can be accompanied by their 
partners when attending pregnancy, maternity and neonatal services, particularly 
couples who have previously experienced a loss. 
S5W-32481 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how much additional 
funding it is providing to local authorities to assist them with local economic recovery 
plans, and what specific support it has provided to (a) West Lothian, (b) Midlothian 
and (c) the City of Edinburgh Council. 
S5W-32482 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in place 
to ensure that additional resources allocated to economic recovery go to those who 
need it most and are used to alleviate poverty, improve health outcomes and build 
stronger communities. 
S5W-32483 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to help 
people of all ages who have become unemployed as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-32484 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many young people 
it estimates need employment support; what progress it has made on developing the 
Young Person Guarantee and Kickstart schemes in Scotland, and how many young 
people in Scotland it estimates will be helped through each of these schemes. 
S5W-32485 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
redundancies have been announced among the Scottish Enterprise cleaning staff; 
how many people are being made redundant, and whether this action is in line with 
its fair work guidance. 
S5W-32486 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether Scottish 
Enterprise will rehire directly its cleaning staff whose contracts have been terminated 
by Sodexo because of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-32489 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
in high-risk cohorts were eligible for the flu vaccination at the beginning of October 
2020, and how many have received the vaccination so far. 
S5W-32490 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, based on scientific 
projections, how many fewer hospital admissions it expects to see by the end of 
October 2020 following the so-called circuit-breaker, and how this compares with the 
projected number if no further interventions were made. 
S5W-32491 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, based on scientific 
projections, how many fewer daily COVID-19 infections it expects to see by the end 
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of October 2020 following the so-called circuit-breaker, and how this compares with 
the projected number if no further interventions were made. 
S5W-32492 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, based on scientific 
projections, how much lower it expects the COVID-19 R number will be by the end of 
October 2020 following the so-called circuit-breaker, and how this compares with the 
projected number if no further interventions were made. 
S5W-32493 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, based on scientific 
projections, what changes it expects to see to the doubling time rate of the COVID-
19 virus by the end of October 2020 following the so-called circuit-breaker, and how 
this compares with the projected rate if no further interventions were made. 
S5W-32494 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
instructed its appointed office equipment supplier in its procurement framework not 
to deliver IT equipment and supplies to people working from home and, if so, when 
that instruction was given, and when it plans to rescind it. 
S5W-32503 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on what its position is regarding having regular and routine 
COVID-19 testing on people who are asymptomatic.  
S5W-32504 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of 
people in Scotland who have tested positive for COVID-19 following a routine 
test have been asymptomatic. 
S5W-32513 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether golf 
clubs can suspend their licence to sell alcohol and continue to operate restaurant 
facilities under the most recent COVID-19 guidelines. 
S5W-32515 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to ensure that personalised stratified follow-up is introduced with a digitalised IT 
remote monitoring system to all suitable prostate cancer patients as pathways 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32516 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what specific 
consultation the Care Homes Clinical and Professional Advisory Group has 
undertaken with the care home workforce regarding (a) care home visiting and (b) 
other staff health and safety matters. 
S5W-32517 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on the (a) membership and (b) remit of the Care Homes Clinical 
and Professional Advisory Group. 
S5W-32518 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government, it light of the 
potential benefits of outdoor team sports on mental and physical health and 
the positive impact that sports clubs can bring to communities, whether it will 
reconsider the COVID-19 restrictions on such activities. 
S5W-32519 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how may staff in 
each cancer centre have been tested for COVID-19. 
S5W-32520 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage 
of staff in each cancer centre are tested weekly for COVID-19, and when this testing 
began. 
S5W-32521 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of 
COVID-19 restrictions on trades people’s ability to enter private homes, combined 
with loss of earnings, whether it will consider a one-year delay to the implementation 
of the amendment to the Housing (Scotland) Act (1987) that requires home owners 
to pay an  average of £220 by February 2021 to comply with the new fire safety 
regulations.  
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S5W-32522 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
support the youth work sector to respond to an increased demand for youth work 
services. 
S5W-32523 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
support national voluntary youth work organisations in Scotland, in light of a reported 
income loss of at least £20.5 million in 2020. 
S5W-32524 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what its response 
is to Youthlink Scotland’s finding that one in two youth workers believe that young 
people’s mental health will be detrimentally affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32525 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
respond to demand for child and adolescent mental health services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

