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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 9 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 9 October can be found on pages 4 and 5 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 9 October) 

 
Government Initiated Questions 

 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review into border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-32448  
 
Humza Yousaf: We have reviewed the border health measures closely over the last 
three weeks and have assessed that there remains a requirement for them to remain 
in place to reduce the risk of transmission and safeguard health. 
 
We continue to keep countries under review and where there is clear evidence we 
will not hesitate to make changes to our country specific exemptions list. 
 
 
Clare Adamson (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the Health and Safety 
Executive’s COVID-19 School Compliance Checks regarding implementation of 
School Reopening Guidance. 
 

S5W-32395  
 
John Swinney: The Health and Safety Executive has undertaken a programme of 
independent compliance checks regarding implementation of the COVID-19 school 
reopening guidance. 
 
The initial stage of this programme involved telephone compliance checks of a 
representative sample of 500 schools in 16 local authorities. Over 80% of schools 
involved were judged likely to be in compliance with the guidance at this initial stage. 
The HSE undertook follow-up site visits to 100 schools where levels of compliance 
were less certain. 
 
My officials met with the HSE on 23 September to understand the key findings of the 
HSE inspections. HSE officials reported their view that the school reopening 
guidance was generally of very good quality, viewed very positively by schools and 
was flexible enough to be implemented appropriately in different school settings and 
adapted to local circumstances. 
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Feedback from HSE officials was that, overall, the schools they visited were doing "a 
great job" in implementing the guidance and they were “very impressed with what 
has been done in very challenging circumstances”. They noted positive work in 
areas such as adapting social distancing approaches to specific school 
circumstances, and ensuring good standards of hygiene. Based on the inspections 
undertaken, HSE found no need for formal interventions requiring improvements. 
Advice and examples of good practice had been provided where there were any 
concerns. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what planning it is carrying out to support pilot performances for live 
performance venues and companies. 
 

S5W-32257  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Following the First Minister’s announcement on 21 September of 
further measures to protect the population from the spread of COVID-19, the 
Scottish Government has paused the pilot events programme. Prior to this, 
discussions had been underway with a number of stakeholders about potential pilots, 
including live performance venues and companies. Over the coming weeks, the 
Scottish Government will continue work with stakeholders to restart the pilot events 
programme when it is considered safe to do so. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will consider exempting island communities, 
including Arran, which have consistently recorded an extremely low number of 
COVID-19 cases, from its blanket ban on indoor social gatherings. 
 

S5W-32066  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what communications the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and 
Connectivity has had with trade union representatives from the aviation sector to 
discuss short-, medium- and long-term support for the sector in the face of COVID-
19. 
 

S5W-32020  
 
Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has regular meetings with the STUC 
and unions to discuss the impact of Covid-19 on the transport system including the 
aviation sector. 
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I continue to welcome any specific suggestions that trade union representatives may 
have on additional measures that can be taken by Scottish Ministers now to support 
the aviation industry in its sustainable recovery. 
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Government initiated question lodged on 9 October 2020 

S5W-32452 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government when NHS dental 
services will be available for patients to access a full range of treatments through the 
NHS. 

Written questions lodged on 9 October 2020 

S5W-32391 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31840 by Jeane Freeman on 28 September 2020, whether 
it will issue an exemption card for people who are unable to use hand-sanitiser for 
medical reasons. 
S5W-32407 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government which condition 
cohort has had the greatest number of people placed on the COVID-19 shielding list. 
S5W-32408 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government which condition cohort its 
survey of COVID-19 shielded groups has found to be the most compliant in following 
the shielding guidance. 
S5W-32409 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
improve people's respiratory health in order to be better prepared for any 
future increases in COVID-19 infections. 
S5W-32410 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how much additional 
funding has been given to respiratory services since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-32411 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people with a 
diagnosis of a pre-existing respiratory condition have died after contracting COVID-
19. 
S5W-32421 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will 
provide to soft play centres during the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-32425 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how much it 
has allocated to the arts sector from the Barnett consequentials arising from the 
culture rescue fund that was announced by the UK Government in July 2020. 
S5W-32440 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government when 
its Pregnancy Maternity Discrimination Working Group last met, and how the group 
is addressing the reported increase in discrimination against women during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32445 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether the £40 million of support that it announced on 7 October 2020 to provide, 
on average, £2,000 per hospitality business for a reduction or total loss of trade for 
16 days is sufficient, in light of the ongoing difficulties that many of these businesses 
were already facing. 
S5W-32446 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what evidence it has 
that indicates a direct correlation between rising COVID-19 infections and traceability 
back to hospitality settings. 
S5W-32447 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
allow Test and Protect to have the ability to capture data on where infections take 
place in order to put in place restrictions that do not impact on sectors that are 
COVID-secure. 
S5W-32449 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the impact on Highlands and Islands air routes of the COVID-19 restrictions, 
and what action it is taking to protect the region’s aviation connectivity. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32452
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32391
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32407
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32408
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32409
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32410
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32411
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32421
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32425
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32440
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32445
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32446
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32447
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32449
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S5W-32454 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what role it 
considers COVID-19 testing can play in the resumption of care home visiting. 
S5W-32457 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what alternatives it 
considered prior to the announcement of the revised COVID-19 restrictions on 7 
October 2020, and for what reason each of these options was rejected. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32454
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32457


6 

Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

