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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 6 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 6 October can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and oral answers relating to COVID-19 on 6 
October are included at page 7. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 6 October) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what employment support programmes were in place prior to those created as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic, broken down by the (a) group that the programme 
targets, (b) budget for the programme in each year that it has been running, (c) 
number of programme participants and (d) number of participants who went on to 
find employment. 
 

S5W-32026 

Jamie Hepburn: We are committed to providing a mixed economy of provision to 
meet the needs of those seeking to move towards and into work across Scotland. 
Details of our existing employability programmes are as follows: 
 

1. No One Left Behind, delivered in partnership with Local Government, provides 
all-age support to those further from the labour market. 3,460 people were 
supported through No One Left Behind, 643 of which secured employment, in 
the period April 2019 to March 2020. Please note that these figures are 
provided from management information at this time. We are considering how 
best to publish routine updates.  

2. Fair Start Scotland, delivered by a range of contracted providers, is Scotland's 
first fully devolved employment support service and supports people who are 
at risk of long-term unemployment and unemployed disabled people. Official 
Statistics on Fair Start Scotland are published quarterly as part of the 
Scotland's Devolved Employment Services Statistical Summary Release. 
Delivery and performance data can be accessed 
www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-devolved-employment-services-
statistical-summary-7/ 

3. Parental Employability Support Fund, delivered in partnership with Local 
Government targets priority families, who are evidenced to be at a higher risk 
of poverty. Parental Employment Support Fund data is currently being 
collated centrally and we are considering how best to publish routine updates. 

4. Community Jobs Scotland, delivered by the Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations, supports young people aged 16 to 29 by creating job 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-devolved-employment-services-statistical-summary-7/Parental
http://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-devolved-employment-services-statistical-summary-7/Parental
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opportunities for unemployed young people across the voluntary sector. 
Further information on the performance of Community Jobs Scotland has 
previously been provided to Parliament and can be found in answer  
S5W-31875 on 30 September 2020. 

5. Discovering Your Potential, delivered by the Young People’s Consortium,  
supports care experienced young people to achieve positive destinations such 
as further education, training and employment. Barnardo's, the lead partner 
with the Young People's Consortium who deliver the Discovering Your 
Potential Programme, publish data in their annual Impact Reports. They will 
soon be working on the 2019-2020 data with a view to publishing the report in 
mid-November. Their report is not published on the website and we are 
therefore unable to provide a relevant ink. In 2018-2019, 331 Young 
individuals were supported through the programme with 76 of these securing 
employment. 

6. Our Future Now, delivered by Inspiring Scotland, supports young people to 
thrive economically, socially, and culturally. Data on the delivery and 
performance of Our Future Now can be accessed at 
https://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/OFN-Year-
1-Report.pdf 

7. Skills Development Scotland provide a range of support to people seeking 
employability and skills support, as set out in their ministerial guidance letter 
each year. This includes Foundation, Graduate and Modern Apprenticeships, 
Careers Information, Advice and Guidance, Partnership Action for Continuing 
Employment, and Employability Fund.  Skills Development Scotland publish 
quarterly statistics on the delivery and performance of its programmes and 
can be accessed at 
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/46933/employability-fund-
statistics-quarter-1-2020-21.pdf 

 
The Scottish Government publishes details of its budget, with the programmes 
above funded from the Employability Services Budget, the Employability Fair Start 
Budget and the Education and Skills Budget lines. Details of these budgets can be 
accessed at https://www.gov.scot/publications/. 
 
For ease of reference budget for the last 3 years is summarised below. 
 

Budget Description 
2020-21 

Resource 
2019-20 

Resource 
2018-19 

Resource 

EFWC - Economy, Fair Work and 
Culture - Employability Services 

12.323 17.891 15.898 

Employability - Fair Start 21.48 20 30.410 

Education and Skills - Employability 6.77 6.77 7.67 

Skills Development Scotland – Grant In 
Aid 

224.8 220.4 209.3 

 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

https://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/OFN-Year-1-Report.pdf
https://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/OFN-Year-1-Report.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/46933/employability-fund-statistics-quarter-1-2020-21.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/46933/employability-fund-statistics-quarter-1-2020-21.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people who tutor children in their homes will be 
able to continue to do so under the recently updated COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-32008  
 
Maree Todd: Due to the current restrictions on households meeting up indoors or 
outdoors, it is recommended that services provided under the organised activities for 
children guidance are not carried out in a private dwelling at this time. Therefore, 
private tutoring cannot take place if undertaken in this setting and different delivery 
methods should be considered. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the letter of 10 September 2020 
to the Member from the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, whether it will 
provide a breakdown by local authority of the £25 million investment in the provision 
of devices and connectivity for disadvantaged or digitally excluded children and 
young people. 
 

S5W-32040 

John Swinney: Funding has been allocated to local authorities as set out in the 
following table. We are considering how best to invest the remaining £1m to further 
support digital inclusion. 
 

LA Total allocation 

Aberdeen City £503,633 

Aberdeenshire £1,320,234 

Angus £511,133 

Argyll and Bute £447,007 

City of Edinburgh £943,823 

Clackmannanshire £225,168 

Dumfries and Galloway £733,257 

Dundee City £761,110 

East Ayrshire £742,413 

East Dunbartonshire £314,648 

East Lothian £469,946 

East Renfrewshire £211,436 

Falkirk £651,885 

Fife £1,847,197 

Glasgow City £3,123,122 

Highland £1,393,009 

Inverclyde £433,829 

Midlothian £396,645 

Moray £488,001 

Na h-Eileanan Siar £152,880 



 
 

4 

North Ayrshire £551,172 

North Lanarkshire £1,612,911 

Orkney Islands £142,900 

Perth and Kinross £721,467 

Renfrewshire £706,764 

Scottish Borders £631,807 

Shetland Islands £180,151 

South Ayrshire £524,128 

South Lanarkshire £1,468,744 

Stirling £454,473 

West Dunbartonshire £448,170 

West Lothian £844,736 

 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its estimate is of the (a) number and (b) percentage of 
pupils who have been wearing a face covering at all times when moving around 
school corridors and communal areas in each local authority since the updated 
guidance was published on 25 August 2020. 
 

S5W-32041  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. 
Implementation of the agreed guidance is the responsibility of local authorities and 
schools, working closely with their school communities. 
 
However, we are working with partners to carefully monitor how the guidance is 
being applied in practice. We seek regular feedback from partners via the Education 
Recovery Group about the experiences of pupils and staff in schools for these 
purposes. Where there is a need to take action, either by updating our guidance or 
ensuring it is being given practical effect, we will work with partners to do so. 
 
Following 500 initial telephone compliance checks, the Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) has now nearly completed its programme of follow-up compliance visits to 100 
schools regarding implementation of school reopening guidance. The HSE’s overall 
findings were positive. HSE officials provided feedback that, while the use of face 
coverings did not form a central part of health and safety assessments during visits, 
in the secondary schools visited use of face coverings in communal areas and 
corridors was in general well observed. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
31551 by Joe FitzPatrick on 16 September 2020, what role it believes GP practices 
should play in administering the 2020 flu vaccinations. 
 

S5W-31943  
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Joe FitzPatrick: As noted in response S5W-31551, the responsibility for delivering 
the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020-21 rests with Health Boards and Integration 
Authorities. NHS Scotland Boards will therefore use the delivery model which is most 
suitable for their local circumstances including making the best use of GP practice 
capacity to support the 2020 flu vaccination programme. This may be by directly 
vaccinating their own patients or by making their partners and staff available to 
Health Boards. Health Boards have been provided with a framework for agreeing 
financial arrangements for GP practices' participation in the programme. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
31551 by Joe FitzPatrick on 16 September 2020, what guidance it has offered to 
NHS boards and integration authorities regarding who should administer the 2020 flu 
vaccinations. 
 

S5W-31942  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Scottish Government has advised NHS boards that a whole system 
response is required to deliver the flu vaccination programme this year because 
GPs’ capacity will be constrained by the need to maintain infection control. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
31551 by Joe FitzPatrick on 16 September 2020, what role it believes pharmacies 
should play in administering the 2020 flu vaccinations. 
 

S5W-31941  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Community pharmacy teams have played a vital role in the NHS 
response to the COVID-19 public health emergency. Our network of 1,258 
community pharmacies have remained fully accessible throughout the pandemic 
providing a fully range of pharmaceutical care services, including the launching of 
the NHS Pharmacy First Scotland service in July 2020.  
 
As noted in response S5W-31551, the responsibility for delivering the Seasonal Flu 
Vaccine in 2020-21 rests with Health Boards and Integration Authorities. NHS 
Scotland Boards will therefore use the delivery model which is most suitable for their 
local circumstances which may include the use of community pharmacy, whilst 
maintaining a Covid-safe environment and maximising efficiency. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the Scottish Tourism Recovery Task 
Force will publish its report on the recovery of the industry. 
 

S5W-31963  
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Fergus Ewing: The Taskforce report is being finalised at present, following the final 
meeting of the group on 23 September, and will be published shortly. 
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Topical Questions 

The following question was asked: 

1. Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will clarify the role that 
education settings would play in any "circuit-breaker" strategy. (S5T-02441) 

Answers to Topical Questions, can be found here. 
 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02441
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12875&i=116374
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Written questions lodged on 6 October 2020 

S5W-32277 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has regarding how many PPE items have had their expiry date changed since the 
start of the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by the (a) type of product and (b) (i) 
original and (ii) revised expiry date.  
S5W-32278 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has regarding how many PPE products have been withdrawn from use since the 
start of the COVID-19 outbreak due to safety issues after they had been used by 
NHS staff, broken down by the (a) type of product and (b) specific safety issue. 
S5W-32307 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will place 
copies of all reports received from institutions regarding the spend associated with 
the Higher Education Discretionary Fund regarding extra hardship payments in the 
Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe).  
S5W-32308 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications have been (a) made and (b) granted each month under the Higher 
Education Discretionary Fund, broken down by institution.  
S5W-32309 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29504 by Richard Lochhead on 5 June 2020, how much of 
the additional £2.2 million allocated to the Higher Education Discretionary Fund 
was new money.  
S5W-32310 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29504 by Richard Lochhead on 5 June 2020, whether if it 
will provide an update on the expenditure.  
S5W-32311 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
(a) requested and (b) received from colleges and universities regarding each 
institution’s plan to implement blended learning and the breakdown of in person and 
remote learning ahead of the students’ return to campus, and whether it will place 
copies of this information in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe).  
S5W-32312 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with (a) colleges and (b) universities regarding the preparations that will be 
required for exams in the current academic year.  
S5W-32313 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
applications and (b) awards have been made each month under the Transitional 
Support Fund. 
S5W-32314 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to Appendix 
2 of the SQA NQ 2020 Awarding Decision Timeline, whether it will publish the 
minutes of the meeting of 11 June 2020, which discussed moderation and dialogue. 
S5W-32326 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government whether employment 
considerations such as a student holding a part-time job near to their family home 
would be considered as a "reasonable excuse" to return to the family residence for a 
short stay or visit, in accordance with the guidance for students published on 28 
September 2020. 
S5W-32329 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31838 by Clare Haughey on 1 October 2020, when it will 
finalise and publish its national COVID-19 Dementia Transition and Resilience Plan. 
S5W-32331 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the changes 
to the COVID-19 restrictions, whether it will provide an update on what funding 
streams are available to assist squash clubs. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32277
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32278
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32307
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32308
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32309
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32310
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32311
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32312
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32313
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32314
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32326
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32329
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32331
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S5W-32332 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to the Scottish Childminding Association's statement on 25 September 2020 that 
almost half of all professional childminding businesses in Scotland are on the edge 
of financial viability and require further financial support from the Scottish 
Government. 
S5W-32334 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government when soft play centres 
and baby/toddler groups/classes will be able to resume. 
S5W-32346 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
carried out of the impact on child dental health of the delay in restarting non-private 
routine check-ups and procedures. 
S5W-32347 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government when routine dental 
care appointments will be able to resume. 
S5W-32348 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
double-testing patients to allow routine dentistry to resume. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32332
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32334
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32346
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32347
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32348
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

