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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 5 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 5 October can be found on pages 6 to 8 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 5 October) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what new employment support programmes have been created to response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, broken down by the (a) group that the programme targets, (b) 
budget for the programme and (c) anticipated number of participants. 
 

S5W-32028  
 
Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32029 on  
5 October 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what existing employment support programmes have been enhanced as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, broken down by the (a) budget increase for each 
programme and (b) additional number of participants that any budget increase will 
fund. 
 

S5W-32029  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government has allocated an additional £100 million 
of funding for existing employment support programmes this financial year. This 
includes a further £25 million for National Transitional Funding, £10 million to recruit 
and retrain apprenticeships and £5 million for PACE.  
 
Additionally the Scottish Government has invested £60 million in the development of 
a Young Person’s Guarantee. This will include: 
 
• £30 million through local authorities to support local partnerships to deliver 
employability support 
• £10 million directly to colleges 
• £10 million additional funding for Developing the Young Workforce, the 
Scottish Government’s Youth Employment Strategy 
• £10 million to support pre-apprenticeship activity 
 
We are working with partners including local authorities, Scottish Funding Council, 
Skills Development Scotland to finalise plans that will set out how the additional 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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investment will be used to increase the number and range of opportunities available 
to young people. Through Young Scot, we are also ensuring young people have the 
opportunity to shape the Guarantee. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills. 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, regarding the provisions in the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020, 
whether students who are seeking to cancel their student accommodation contracts 
prematurely are required to provide their accommodation provider with 
documentation that proves that their course has fully moved online before they can 
expect to be released from their contract. 
 

S5W-31911  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Coronavirus (Scotland)(No.2) Act 2020 introduced notice to 
leave periods for students residing in halls of residence and Purpose Built Student 
Accommodation (PBSA). The Act states that a tenant may, for a reason relating to 
coronavirus, bring to an end a student residential tenancy. The Act does not state 
that a student is required to provide accommodation providers with documentation 
proving that their course has moved fully online. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of any additional (a) patient 
demands on perinatal mental health services as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and (b) resources that may be required to meet any increased demand, and what 
additional support will be provided for the recruitment and retention of the (i) 
psychiatrists and (ii) other health professionals required for specialist perinatal 
mental health services. 
 

S5W-31967  
 
Clare Haughey: In order to support any increased demand for services, we have 
established perinatal mental health services as a priority area for the roll out of Near 
Me services, provided dedicated support around Covid-19 to third sector funded 
organisations, and built Covid-19 responsiveness into the applications for the 
recently launched Perinatal and Infant Mental Health Third Sector Fund. Mother and 
Baby units have continued to admit patients throughout the pandemic. 
 
The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) and The Royal 
College of Midwives (RCM) have issued guidance for pregnant women and for 
professionals to which Scottish Government has contributed. This covers perinatal 
mental health considerations during the pandemic. 
 
In addition, advice and support for new parents and pregnant women can be found 
on Parent Club, including information about supporting mental health of parents, 
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babies, and children. Scottish Government has also provided funding to allow all 
families across Scotland to access the Solihull Online parenting resource which 
supports parents to build positive relationships with their babies and children and 
covers ante-natal and post-natal through to age 18. 
 
As part of our overall investment in perinatal mental health services, in 2019-20 and 
2020-21 we invested over £750,000 to increase staffing at the Mother Baby Units in 
Glasgow and Livingston to improve the experience of care for women in need of 
intensive support. Work is also ongoing to establish specialist community perinatal 
and infant mental health teams across Scotland, with the first services in place by 
the end of this financial year. This is supported by up to £2 million investment.  
 
Funding of up to £1 million per annum was announced earlier this year for the  
2020-23 Perinatal and Infant Mental Health Third Sector Fund, which will support 15 
third sector services. 
 
In terms of workforce retention and recruitment, the Perinatal and Infant Mental 
Health Programme Board is working closely with NHS Education for Scotland to 
develop a perinatal workforce plan, including training of specialist and universal staff, 
recruitment and retention of staff - including psychiatrists and development of 
training materials for practitioners (including in the third sector) working in specialist 
and universal services. 
 
We are also funding the training of additional psychological therapists to support 
workforce expansion, including: additional Clinical Associates in Applied Psychology, 
Cognitive Behavioural Therapists and Clinical Psychologists. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it is giving to the balance between public heath regarding the 
spread of COVID-19 and the mental health implications of further lockdown 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-31970  
 
Clare Haughey: We are aware that the tightening of restrictions announced by the 
First Minister on 22 September may cause additional concerns and in some cases 
heightened emotional distress. However the Scottish Government is committed to 
both taking appropriate action to contain the virus and providing clear, 
comprehensive and accessible support for mental health. 
 
As part of this commitment, during the Covid pandemic period we have provided 
funding to increase the capacity of NHS24’s telephone and online mental health 
support services. This includes expanding the NHS24 Mental Health Hub so that it is 
now available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week; it also includes expanding the capacity 
of the Breathing Space telephone helpline and web support service, and providing 
extra capacity for Computerised Cognitive Behavioural Therapy.  
 
We have also expanded the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) programme into a 
nationwide response for people in distress. Now, anyone who phones the NHS24 
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Mental Health Hub in emotional distress from anywhere in Scotland and who does 
not need emergency clinical intervention and is assessed as appropriate for referral 
to DBI can be referred to the DBI Programme for further support.  
 
Further advice and support for mental health is available through the NHSInform and 
Clear Your Head websites, which have information on practical tips, resources, and 
services to support wellbeing. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many COVID-19 cases have been identified as part of a cluster 
related to licensed premises in Aberdeen in August 2020 and Lothian in September; 
what action it took to deal with the impact of each cluster; whether it considers 
that this action was proportionate and, if so, what the reasons are for its position on 
this matter. 
 

S5W-31880 

Jeane Freeman: Aberdeen: 
 
263 cases were associated with the Aberdeen City Cluster between 26th July and 1st 
September. This figure relates to cases with links to hospitality venues in Aberdeen 
City and not just licensed venues. The action taken to respond to these clusters 
came via the Local Incident Management Team and Local Resilience Forums and 
involved the collaboration of Police Scotland, NHS Grampian, Public Health 
Scotland, and Aberdeen City Council, with further input from the Chief Medical 
Officer and meeting of the Scottish Government Resilience Room(SGoRR).  
 
Measures were in place for a period of 21 days from 5 August to 26 August and 
covered the following; 
 

• Restrictions via regulations setting out that all businesses selling food and 
drink for consumption on the premises were required to close from 5th August. 
 

Guidance was issued at the same time covering the following; 
 

• Travel - People in Aberdeen City are asked not to travel more than 5 miles for 
leisure, recreation or non-essential purchases. This includes to take holidays 
in other parts of Scotland or the UK. 

• People are advised not to travel to Aberdeen City for leisure purposes or to 
visit friends and family, unless part of an extended household, while the 
restrictions are in place 

• Gatherings - People in Aberdeen City are asked not to meet other households 
indoors for leisure or recreational purposes, unless part of an extended 
household. You can still meet people outdoors. 

• Care homes and hospitals - Indoor visits to hospitals and care homes should 
be limited to essential visits only.  

 
We committed to review the package of restrictions every 7 days. 
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In general, local restrictions are based on the precautionary principle and best 
clinical evidence informed by the local IMT and advice from the CMO. They are kept 
under regular review – before and during lockdowns - and are assessed in order be 
proportionate to the circumstance of each individual outbreak. In the case of 
Aberdeen, the CMO confirmed that the virus risk in restaurants was no less than in 
pubs and hence did not advise a limitation of the restrictions to pubs alone.  
 
Lothian: 
 
Local IMT structures have responded to outbreaks in Lothian and there has not been 
escalation to involve SG at the present time. Published daily data on positive cases 
by Health Board and Scottish local authorities is available on the Public Health 
Scotland Tableau Dashboard; 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-
19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31553 by Christina 
McKelvie on 15 September 2020, and in light of the recent updated COVID-19 
restrictions, whether the guidance regarding therapists and practitioners who run 
their businesses from home remains the same. 
 

S5W-32010  
 
Christina McKelvie: I can confirm that my answer to the Member’s question  
S5W-31553 remains the same following the new measures announced by the  
First Minister on 22 September. 
 
Professionals who offer services from a fixed premises – including their own home - 
can continue to do so provided they follow the relevant guidance and have 
appropriate safety measures in place. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what additional financial support it has 
provided to (a) CalMac and (b) Northlink in each month since March 2020 to enable 
it to respond to the financial pressures arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31900  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
  

https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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Written questions lodged on 5 October 2020 
 
S5W-32255 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government following the First 
Minister’s comments at a media briefing on 14 August 2020 that “I know, absolutely 
all of us know, that atmosphere in pubs and restaurants is important, so we are 
willing to work with the sector to see if it might be possible to agree a more nuanced 
position based on an acceptable decibel level”, whether it will provide an update on 
the steps that have been taken to review the ban on music in pubs and restaurants, 
and what progress has been made with defining an acceptable decibel level. 
S5W-32260 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what concerns have 
been raised with Ministers by (a) health professionals and (b) trade unions regarding 
the surgical type two face masks being used by staff, and what action it has taken to 
rectify any problems. 
S5W-32261 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government whether surgical 
type two face masks protect the wearer from exposure to the COVID-19 virus and, if 
so, how. 
S5W-32262 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government whether a surgical 
type two face mask protects the wearer from breathing in infected droplets/aerosols 
or pathogens in the air. 
S5W-32263 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what level of 
protection surgical type two face masks provide nurses and other healthcare workers 
when treating diagnosed or suspected COVID-19 patients who are actively coughing 
into the environment. 
S5W-32264 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of surgical 
type two face masks not being sealed respirator masks, on what basis these have 
been directed to be distributed as PPE for nurses to wear when treating diagnosed 
or suspected COVID-19 patients in isolated rooms. 
S5W-32265 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what type of face 
masks are provided for healthcare workers who are testing patients for COVID-19. 
S5W-32266 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on whether a cough, by definition, produces an aerosol. 
S5W-32268 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what the absence 
rate has been for health workers who have been wearing government-approved PPE 
while treating people who have been (a) suspected as having and (b) diagnosed with 
COVID-19 in each week since 23 March 2020. 
S5W-32269 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
healthcare workers who have carried out testing for COVID-19 have tested positive 
for the virus. 
S5W-32270 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance is 
issued to NHS boards regarding carrying out risk assessments for staff (a) working in 
close proximity with and (b) treating people who (i) are suspected as having and (ii) 
have been diagnosed with COVID-19. 
S5W-32271 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what PPE is 
available to staff on mental health wards to protect them from COVID-19, (a) in light 
of concerns that some patients might not have a full understanding of social 
distancing and (b) to assist them if they have to carry out restraint procedures, and 
what risk assessment it has carried out of the effectiveness of this equipment. 
S5W-32273 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance has 
been issued to NHS boards regarding the laundering of uniforms that may have 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32255
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32260
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32261
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32262
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32263
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32264
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32265
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32266
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32268
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32269
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32270
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32271
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32273
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been exposed to COVID-19, and what steps have been taken to ensure that staff are 
not expected to take potentially-infected items home for laundering. 
S5W-32275 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has regarding the World Health Organization's position on the use of surgical type 
two face masks when dealing with COVID-19. 
S5W-32279 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what the cost is of 
(a) a surgical type two, (b) an FFP2 and (c) FFP3 face mask, and whether this is a 
factor in determining whether to distribute this type of equipment to NHS staff. 
S5W-32281 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what the absence 
rate has been for NHS staff who have been wearing (a) a surgical type two, (b) an 
FFP2 and (c) FFP3 face mask when treating people with COVID-19. 
S5W-32282 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether social 
care workers who are unable to work due to experiencing long-term effects of 
COVID-19 are able to access the social care staff support fund. 
S5W-32285 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how much funding has 
been delivered by the Scottish National Investment Bank this year to support 
economic recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether it will provide a 
breakdown of how this has been allocated. 
S5W-32286 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what portfolios in the 
Scottish Budget have been impacted by the reprioritisation of £142 million in the 
Autumn Budget Revision. 
S5W-32287 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what the total cost is of 
providing non-domestic rates relief for Scotland's airports. 
S5W-32297 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
open clinics for people who are experiencing long-term effects from COVID-19. 
S5W-32298 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
the recommendation in the Glasgow Disability Alliance report, Supercharged: A 
Human Catastrophe - Inequalities, Participation and Human Rights before, during 
and beyond COVID-19, that the Independent Living Fund (ILF) in Scotland should be 
reopened to new applicants immediately in order to strengthen protections for 
disabled people’s social care support, particularly in light of COVID-19. 
S5W-32300 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how many deaths 
of care homes residents where COVID-19 is mentioned on the death certificate have 
been recorded for each (a) local authority area and (b) care home provider. 
S5W-32301 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what assessments 
it has (a) conducted and (b) commissioned on the impact of care home deaths in 
Scotland, and whether it will publish each of these. 
S5W-32315 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it agreed to pay 
for additional care home places purchased by health and social care partnerships 
(HSCP) between March and June 2020; if so, how much it paid for these places, 
broken down by HSCP area; whether it is still paying for additional places; for how 
long it (a) has paid and (b) will continue to pay for them, and how the places will be 
funded in the longer term. 
S5W-32316 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what information 
it has on the number of dental patients, including children, in the Edinburgh Western 
constituency who are (a) currently overdue their six-monthly check-up and (b) 
waiting for treatment, and how many emergency cases, on average, are seen in the 
constituency each day. 
S5W-32317 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with dental practitioners regarding immediate additional support that they 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32275
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32279
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32281
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32282
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32285
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32286
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32287
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32297
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32298
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32300
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32301
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32315
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32316
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32317
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require to operate out-of-hours and at weekends to reduce the waiting list of dental 
patients awaiting (a) check-ups, (b) diagnosed treatments and (c) emergency 
treatments that has developed during the COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-32318 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31840 by Jeane Freeman on 28 September 2020, whether 
it has engaged with any third sector organisations in the design of its branded 
physical and digital face covering exemption card. 
S5W-32319 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31842 by Joe Fitzpatrick on 28 September 2020, which 
third sector organisations it has worked in partnership with on its public health 
marketing campaign in relation to flu.  
S5W-32320 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
extra-curricular sports at schools, such as football, are unable to resume.  
S5W-32322 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what evidence it 
has that confirms the accuracy of COVID-19 tests. 
S5W-32323 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many vaccines 
have been procured for the 2020-21 seasonal flu programme by (a) NHS National 
Services Scotland and (b) UK-wide procurement methods. 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32318
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32319
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32320
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32322
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32323
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

