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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 28 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 28 September can be found on page 10 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 28 September) 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to converting existing loans, 
which are available to people in need of assistance with housing and rent payments, 
into grants, or using allocated funding to top up schemes such as the discretionary 
housing payment. 
 

S5W-31760 
 

Kevin Stewart: In response to the COVID-19 pandemic we have twice announced 
additional funding to Discretionary Housing Payments (DHPs) in order to support 
those tenants financially affected, to help sustain tenancies and prevent 
homelessness. On 20 May 2020 an additional £5 million was made available and on 
1 September 2020 the Programme for Government announced a further £3 million 
would be provided. This brings the total support for non-Bedroom Tax related DHPs 
this financial year to nearly £19 million.  
 
We are developing a separate Tenants Hardship Loan Fund, the content of which is 
currently being finalised. One of the purposes of this fund is to widen the group of 
tenants we are able to offer support to by providing financial assistance to tenants who 
do not qualify for help through DHPs. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether self-chartered physiotherapists who visit clients in 
their homes are classed as tradespeople and therefore exempt from the new COVID-
19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-32015 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Throughout our response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, where an urgent 
clinical need has been present access to Physiotherapy services has remained.  
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As a statutorily regulated healthcare professional, a privately practising 
physiotherapist must undertake an individual risk assessment for each client. If, having 
ruled out the option of a virtual appointment, the privately practicing physiotherapist 
feels that treatment is necessary in their client’s home they may continue to visit their 
clients at home following the guidance as set out by Health Protection Scotland, the 
Health and Care Professions Council, the Scottish Government and their own 
Professional body, the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what restrictions will be in place regarding where parent-led 
baby and toddler groups can meet to allow them to resume their services. 
 

S5W-31893 
 

Maree Todd: Guidance for the safe running of organised activities for children and 
young people under 18 was updated on 24 September Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
organised activities for children. It includes what is meant by a ‘public space’ and a 
further reference to the Community Centre Guidance and who has overall 
responsibility for the premises, where they are not owned by the 
organisation/club/service provider. 
 
Organisers should also consult the guidance: Staying safe and protecting others to 
ensure that they meet the necessary requirements. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to promote the flu vaccine to people living with 
lung disease during the 2020-21 flu vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-31842 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government have developed our public health 
marketing campaign for this flu season, which is firmly based on research and insight 
on effective messaging in light of Covid-19. This extensive campaign will also involve 
close partnership work with public, private and third sector organisations to amplify our 
message. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
file://///scotland.gov.uk/dc2/fs3_home/u002372/Staying%20Safe%20and%20Protecting%20Others.docx
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31285 by Jeane Freeman on 19 
August 2020, whether if it will publish the latest information on the positive COVID-19 
tests identified as part of the Aberdeen City cluster, broken down by (a) date of 
symptom onset and (b) local authority area. 
 

S5W-31317 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has discussed this with Grampian Health 
Board who advised that, as per current national guidance, it is expected that the IMT 
will determine the most appropriate format for incident reporting, after the incident is 
declared over and the incident investigation and management completed. IMT reports 
are sent for approval and endorsement to the relevant NHS Board meeting or a NHS 
Board Committee e.g. Clinical Governance Committee. The NHS Board will then 
decide who to share the report with. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will outline the modelling system that it has used to determine its testing 
programme; how many tests it estimates need to be undertaken to keep key workers 
in post; how it expects testing to be accessed; when all testing will be delivered locally; 
what the anticipated waiting time is (a) for local testing and (b) to receive results, and 
what advice it has issued on how to access tests. 
 

S5W-31500 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Governments approach to modelling COVID-19 testing 
draws together a number of data sources, and is reflected in the our current Testing 
Strategy. We continue to work closely with colleagues across the NHS to further 
understand testing demand from all eligible groups, including pandemic curve 
modelling and the testing capacity required to deliver this. 
 
In the initial stage of the pandemic, a key focus of the testing strategy was to test 
symptomatic key workers and their family members, allowing negative-cases to return 
to work quickly. Currently testing of asymptomatic key health and social care workers 
is driven by regular testing of Care Home staff and NHS workers in critical pathways. 
As the pandemic progresses, the Scottish Government is constantly reviewing the list 
of key workers that should be tested on a regular basis. As with the general public, 
symptomatic key workers should isolate and arrange a test as soon as they develop 
symptoms, this can ensure they can return to work quickly if the test is negative. 
 
Anyone in Scotland who develops symptoms of COVID-19 should isolate immediately 
and book a test. A COVID-19 test can be booked online using NHS Inform or by calling 
0800 028 2816. Anyone who requires support to book a test can call 0300 303 2713. 
Once a test has been booked it can be taken at a drive-through site (Regional Testing 
Site or Mobile Testing Unit), at a walk-in site (Local Test Site) or by using a home 
testing kit. The test kits are then analysed at UK Government run Lighthouse 
laboratories. 
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Information is published on the Scottish Government website on both how to arrange 
a test and how to access the test once it has been arranged. This information can be 
found here:https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-
tested/pages/overview/. 
 
Testing for COVID-19 is available through the NHS in Scotland to all symptomatic 
Health and Social care staff or symptomatic household members (where a negative 
test will support their return to work). Further information on how to arrange a test can 
be found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-
tested/pages/arrange-a-test/or by calling 0300 303 2713. 
 
Routine asymptomatic testing is being offered to some health and social care staff 
working in high risk settings as part of a wider range of interventions appropriate 
because of particular concerns about transmission in these contexts including care 
homes, specialist oncology wards, long term care of the elderly wards, and long term 
care wards in mental health facilities. Testing for care home staff is mostly arranged 
through the UK social care testing portal with some testing now being organised and 
managed by NHS Boards where they have local capacity. Testing for healthcare staff 
is organised and managed by NHS Boards. 
 
Testing for some key workers, for instance staff in schools and childcare settings is 
accessed through the Employer Referral Portal. 
 
The Scottish Government is working to ensure that testing is accessible across the 
country and is currently introducing Local Test Sites to improve local access to testing. 
The Scottish Government is keeping the accessibility of testing under constant review. 
 
The majority of people who are tested get their test results the day after taking the test. 
Whilst some results may take longer, we expect all test subjects get their results within 
72 hours. 
 
Testing is one important tool in our overall approach to managing the pandemic in 
Scotland and reducing as far as is possible all of the harms caused by COVID-19. Our 
testing strategy will be updated as the evidence base continually builds; as innovations 
provide new, better and faster possibilities; and as we continue to move through and 
out the pandemic. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many COVID-19 tests were carried out at the mobile testing units that were stationed 
in (a) Helensburgh on 27-28 July 2020 and (b) Dumbarton on 28 July to 2 August 
2020. 
 

S5W-31446 
 

Jeane Freeman: The number of tests carried out at Helensburgh on 27-28 July 2020 
= 37 (18 on 27 July and 19 on 28 July) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/arrange-a-test/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/arrange-a-test/
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The mobile testing unit in Dumbarton was set up on 3 September and no information 
exists for the period 28 July - 2 August.  
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-31447 by Jeane Freeman on 3 September 
2020, on how many occasions a COVID-19 mobile testing unit has visited (a) 
Helensburgh, (b) Dumbarton and (c) Vale of Leven, broken down by (i) date and (ii) 
the number of people seen. 
 

S5W-31598 
 

Jeane Freeman: Please find list of dates attended each site and the number of tests 
conducted as of 15 September 2020. 
 
Helensburgh 
 
20 July – 0 tests  
21 July - 13 tests 
27 July - 18 tests 
28 July – 19 tests 
 
3 August – 22 tests  
4 August – 33 tests  
10 August – 30 tests  
11 August – 33 tests  
17 August – 48 tests  
18 August – 105 tests  
24 August – 245 tests  
25 August – 296 tests  
30 August – 204 tests  
31 August – 279 tests 
 
1 September – 247 tests  
7 September – 288 tests  
10 September – 125 tests  
14 September – 121 tests 
 
Dumbarton 
 
3 September – 22 tests 
5 September – 58 tests  
7 September – 22 tests  
9 September – 154 tests  
11 September – 73 tests  
13 September – 14 tests 



6 
 

 

15 September – 197 tests 
 
A Mobile Testing Unit has not yet deployed to Vale of Leven 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many COVID-19 mobile testing units have closed during advertised operational hours 
because of a lack of booked appointments, broken down by (a) date and (b) location. 
 

S5W-31600 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is not aware of any mobile testing units 
(MTUs) closing due to lack of booked appointments.  
 
The only occasions where MTUs have had to close have been due to adverse weather 
conditions or other site issues such as unplanned building works.  

 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will implement the accessible home testing kit trial 
recommendations suggested by the Department for Health and Social Care, 
including introducing steps that will make these more accessible for blind and partially-
sighted people, such as assisted home testing and pre-registered kits. 
 

S5W-31659 
 

Jeane Freeman: Home testing kits are provided by the UK Government and we 
continue to work with them to make accessibility improvements. DHSC has been 
working in partnership with the Royal National Institute of Blind People to better 
understand the end-to-end experiences of blind and visually impaired users of home 
testing services and identify potential accessibility improvements. DHSC has used 
recommendations arising from this research to inform service improvements and these 
will be trialled shortly. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice it is providing to working age adults who are on the shielding 
list but are currently paused, despite still being vulnerable. 
 

S5W-31694 
 

Jeane Freeman: For people who had been shielding but may have returned to their 
place of work, we have developed guidance to help staff and managers consider the 
specific risk of COVID-19 in the workplace. It is relevant to all staff, but will be 
particularly relevant to those who are returning to work after shielding, those who are 
returning to normal duties after COVID-19 related restrictions, those who are returning 
to the workplace after working from home or anyone who has a concern about a 
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particular vulnerability to COVID-19. https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/ 
 
In recognising the considerable anxiety that some people may have in returning to 
work, the guidance focusses upon conversations taking place between the Employer 
and Employee . this is designed to ensure that the most suitable measures are put in 
place to support a safe return to work at the appropriate time.  
 
We have, where local lockdowns have taken place, sent SMS text messages to 
individuals residing in those areas who had previously been required to shield as well 
as ensuring any additional advice that helps to support individuals at high risk is 
delivered both in Government briefing and other communications. 
 
We have issued an updated letter from the Chief Medical Officer w/c 14/9 to provide 
continuing advice to those who had been shielding, encouraging them to sign up to 
the SMS service as the quickest way to receive information if there is a local outbreak.  
 
We also ensure that the most up to date information through the Covid-19 Dashboard 
is available to the public on the Public Health Scotland website. 
 
We continue to engage with people who had previously shielded, through user centred 
design research, to ensure the messaging they are receiving is appropriate and meets 
the needs of the high risk community. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the need to 
ensure that families are able to visit loved ones who are recovering from treatment in 
hospital during the current pandemic. 
 

S5W-31839 
 

Jeane Freeman: In normal circumstances, the Scottish Government supports a 
person-centred, flexible approach to visiting in NHS Scotland so that people have 
access to families and loved ones while they are in hospital. 
 
In the initial stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, measures to restrict visiting were taken 
with great reluctance to protect patients, visitors and staff in line with public health and 
scientific advice. 
 
However, mindful of the evidence that contact with, and support from, loved ones plays 
an important role in healing, recovery and aspects of patient safety, since July people 
have been able to have visits from a designated visitor in addition to the essential visits 
that had previously been allowed. We have produced guidance on this to support 
practitioners and a leaflet for members of the public, both of which are available on the 
Scottish Government website. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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Recent increases in cases have meant that in some local authority areas it has been 
necessary to return to essential visits only, some examples of which include: 

• A parent accompanying a child or a birth partner supporting a woman during 
hospital visits. 

• When someone has reached the end of their life. 

• When people have a mental health issue such as dementia, autism or a 
learning disability, and not seeing a loved one would cause distress. 

Measures to restrict visiting are being continually monitored and will be further relaxed 
when it is safe to do so. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31185 by Jeane 
Freeman on 26 August 2020, whether it will provide an update on the consideration it 
is giving to introducing an official exemption card for people who are exempt from 
wearing a face covering. 
 

S5W-31840 
 

Jeane Freeman: As was previously stated in response to question S5W-31185, this 
is an important issue which we have been carefully considering and as such we are 
currently developing a Scottish Government branded physical and digital face covering 
exemption card, which should be available shortly. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is supporting remand prisoners' physical and mental wellbeing 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31783 
 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
The SPS understands the challenges faced by those in our care, and their families 
and friends, as a result of the necessary restrictions across the prison estate and wider 
justice sector in response to the pandemic. 
 
Recognising the potential impact that these restrictions may have on the physical and 
mental wellbeing of those in custody, including those on remand, we have worked to 
ensure support, in a variety of forms, is available. 

• Self-help support leaflets and audio files, designed by SPS Psychologists, have 
been issued to everyone in custody providing information and tools which can 
be used to maintain a sense of wellbeing. 
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• Together with NHS Health Boards, we are providing additional in-cell activities 
and Fife College have provided learning packs and other educational activities. 
Relaxation and mindfulness exercises are also available on in-cell televisions 
and radio. 

• Prison Chaplains continue to provide pastoral, spiritual and faith-specific care 
within establishments. 

• Throughout the pandemic people in custody have continued to be offered 
exercise in the open air and recreation time, and we are encouraging 
participation in more outdoor exercise based activities. 

• We have continued to facilitate family contact. In addition to the Email-a-
Prisoner and Prisoner Voicemail schemes, an in-cell telephony option has also 
been provided to everyone in order to allow them to maintain family contact. 
Each person currently has a free monthly call allowance of 310 minutes per 
month on their restricted mobile phone. 

• We have also facilitated a Virtual Visit service in partnership with Unilink which 
allows people in custody to engage with family and friends at home. Physical 
visits have also resumed, although these are currently suspended at HMP Low 
Moss, Barlinnie and Shotts in light of local restrictions. 
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Written questions lodged on 28 September 2020 
 
S5W-32089 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of some 
university students not being able to return to campus and others paying full price for 
a limited service due to COVID-19, what action it can take to reduce fees for (a) 
international, (b) postgraduate and (c) other university students. 
S5W-32093 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the First 
Minister's statement and Scottish Government press release on 22 September 2020, 
which section of which coronavirus regulations excepts "non-cohabiting couples" 
from the new restriction on gatherings in private dwellings. 
S5W-32108 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what assistance it is 
providing to care homes to help increase indoor visiting, in light of the winter period 
approaching, when the weather will not make outdoor visiting possible for many 
residents and visitors. 
S5W-32109 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason, and 
based on what evidence, it changed its tourism guidance on 23 September 2020 to 
disallow two households with less than six adults from staying in self-catering 
accommodation. 
S5W-32110 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how much funding 
has been (a) allocated and (b) delivered to each venue awarded support from the 
Performing Arts Venue Relief Fund. 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32089
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32093
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32108
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32109
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32110
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

