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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 23 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 23 September can be found on page 12 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 23 September are 

included at pages 14 and 15. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 23 September) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will make additional financial assistance 
available to newly self-employed people who did not qualify for the furlough or Self-
Employed Income Support Scheme. 
 

S5W-31802  
 
Fiona Hyslop: We recognised that there are gaps in the business support schemes 
provided by the UK Government and for that reason introduced the Newly Self-
Employed Hardship Fund on 30 April. The intention of this scheme was to provide a 
limited amount of support to people who became self-employed on or after 6 April 
2019 and were unable to access other forms of business support or working age 
benefits. The NSEHF has subsequently closed and at present there are no plans to 
re-open it. We are providing other targeted business supports including funding and 
the latest information is published at findbusinesssupport.gov.scot 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will make additional financial assistance 
available to self-employed people who remain unable to work due to COVID-19 
restrictions and are no longer eligible for support through the Self-Employed Income 
Support Scheme. 
 

S5W-31812  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Self Employed Income Support Scheme is a UK Government 
scheme and applications for the second and final grant are now open. Eligible 
businesses that have been adversely affected on or after 14 July 2020 can make a 
claim for the second grant on or before 19 October 2020. Although we welcome the 
UK Government’s SEISS because it will provide much needed support for many self-
employed people in Scotland, we recognise that some self-employed people will fall 
outside of the eligibility of the scheme. We have called on the UK Government to 
extend the scheme to end the uncertainty for self-employed people and ensure that 
they are not left behind in the ongoing response to this crisis. The continuation of the 
scheme will be crucial for self-employed people to comply with the self-isolation 
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requirements of Test and Protect. The Scottish Government has already and will 
continue to provide a range of targeted funding supports which can be found at 
findbusinesssupport.gov.scot 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any PPE supplied to (a) the NHS and (b) local authorities during the 
COVID-19 outbreak has not met the required standard and, if so, what was done 
with it. 
 

S5W-31671  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what checks it makes of the standard of PPE supplied to (a) the NHS and (b) local 
authorities, and whether all PPE provided during the COVID-19 outbreak has been 
to the required standard. 
 

S5W-31670  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which companies have supplied PPE to (a) the NHS and (b) local authorities during 
the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by (i) volume, (ii) value and (iii) origin of the 
items. 
 

S5W-31669  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the required standard of PPE has been in relation to protecting (a) NHS and (b) 
local authority staff during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-31668  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will implement the accessible home testing kit trial recommendations 
suggested by the Department for Health and Social Care, including introducing steps 
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that will make these more accessible for blind and partially-sighted people, such as 
assisted home testing and pre-registered kits. 
 

S5W-31659  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has considered including 
dementia on its list of shielding medical conditions, and to what extent it considers 
that people with dementia would benefit from support similar to that provided to 
those shielding at the height of the pandemic. 
 

S5W-31837  
 
Clare Haughey: On 22 September the First Minister confirmed that Shielding would 
not be reinstated at this time. We will continue to monitor the evidence, and if the 
risks increase – whether nationally or locally – we will take the steps necessary in 
order to keep people as safe as possible.  
 
At the outset of the pandemic, the four Chief Medical Officers covering Scotland, 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, published a list of six groups where people 
would be considered to be at highest risk of severe illness should they contract 
COVID-19. 
 
Evidence on potential clinical risk factors for severe illness from COVID-19 has been 
kept under review in order to advise on whether to add or remove specific conditions 
to the highest risk group. 
 
In addition, clinicians have been exercising their clinical judgement in determining 
who needs to be in the shielded category where patients are clinically at ‘highest 
risk’ of severe morbidity or mortality from COVID-19, but are not included in the 
above six groups. 
 
Many people with dementia are aged over 80 years old and are considered a high 
risk due to advanced age and the prevalence of COVID-19 in older age groups. It is 
also known that there is high comorbidity between dementia and other health 
conditions which are already covered within shielding criteria. 
 
We wanted to ensure people were only advised to shield themselves when it is 
absolutely necessary, as these measures can significantly impact on their quality of 
life and increase social isolation. 
 
The lack of human contact for people living with dementia can have a detrimental 
effect on their condition and their general health. Continuity of care and regular 
communication with others can often help minimise the symptoms of confusion and 
loneliness associated with dementia, therefore, keeping life routine and as ‘normal’ 
as possible is beneficial in the longer term. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to concerns that its plans for chronic pain 
services announced in the 2020-21 Programme for Government, which refer to 
building “on the value of [the] self-management” of such conditions and reducing 
“long-term reliance on specialist services and treatments”, might lead to a reduction 
in services, and how this approach could impact on people who have not had access 
to specialist clinics since the start of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-31667  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Programme for Government 2020/21 commits to developing 
and improving the current Scottish Model for Chronic Pain, and to publish a new 
Framework for Chronic Pain Service Delivery in 2021.  
 
This will involve developing and agreeing pain management pathways that provide 
more sustainable support for people living with chronic pain by delivering better 
health outcomes and improving their quality of life.  
 
It is intended that this work will also lead to less variation in the quality and 
availability of services for people with chronic pain, and support the sharing of best 
practice. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it plans to reopen NHS pain clinic services to allow for people with chronic pain 
to resume treatment. 
 

S5W-31664  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We appreciate how difficult it has been for people who have had 
procedures or treatments postponed due to the pandemic, and in particular, for 
those living with chronic pain, whose quality of life may have been affected. 
 
Health Boards are continuing to remobilise services in line with the ‘Remobilise, 
Recover and Re-design Framework’ which we published on 31 May. We remain 
committed to ensuring that the full range of pain services will be available as quickly 
as it safe to do so. To support this, tomorrow we will publish a COVID-19 Recovery 
Framework for NHS Pain Management Services which was developed in 
consultation with a wide range of stakeholders across the clinical community, third 
sector and patient groups. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will provide guidance for the reopening of venues that are not explicitly sport or 
leisure facilities but previously accommodated dance classes, such as church or 
community halls, in order that teaching can resume as soon and as safely as 
possible. 
 

S5W-31583  
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Joe FitzPatrick: The route map sets out when specific services and activities can be 
delivered with accompanying guidance for the safe operating of those services 
available on the Scottish Government’s website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
The route map has allowed some specific services/activities to be delivered within 
community spaces from 3 August 2020. We recommend that providers of these 
services wishing to use community spaces should contact the owner/landlord in the 
first instance before resuming services. The guidance for opening community 
centres will be published in due course. 
 
Where undertaking activities at these venues, those running the activity should refer 
to the relevant guidance for that activity. For sport and physical activity this includes 
sportscotland phase 3 guidance and any sport specific guidance: 
https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/latest-sport-and-physical-activity-guidance/ 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, what work is being done to 
expedite provision for the flu vaccination (a) for the most vulnerable people and (b) 
beyond current entitlements. 
 

S5W-31658  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Those most at risk from the seasonal flu are already eligible to 
receive the vaccine for free such as healthcare workers. The Scottish Government is 
expanding free eligibility for the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020-21 to: 
• Social care workers who provide direct care, 
• Household members of individuals who are shielding, and 
• Those aged 55 and over. 
• 50 to 54 year olds as vaccines supply allow 
The Scottish Government aims to vaccinate more people within groups with existing 
eligibility than ever before and is actively engaged with public health partners in 
planning for the 2020-21 Flu Vaccination Programme that will begin on 1st October. 
 
 
Clare Adamson (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that suicide prevention 
support services are still available to people in light of the recent lockdown 
measures. 
 

S5O-04622  
 
Clare Haughey: As part of our suicide prevention response to the pandemic we are 
working with our National Suicide Prevention Leadership Group (NSPLG) to ensure 
we have effective support for those in suicidal crisis. This involves close partnership 
with COSLA and third sector bodies which provide support and we have accepted all 
the recommendations in the NSPLG’s recent Covid statement. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/latest-sport-and-physical-activity-guidance/
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We know from those with lived experience the importance of ready support for those 
at risk of suicide. That is why our additional investment over the pandemic period, for 
example, in making the NHS 24 Mental Health Hub accessible 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week and rolling out Distress Brief Intervention, was so vital. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will produce specific guidance for people with learning disabilities living in 
supported accommodation or care homes during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31811  
 
Clare Haughey: On the 21 August, Health Protection Scotland published COVID-19 
- information and guidance for social, community and residential care settings. This 
guidance covers supported accommodation settings and can be found at 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-
guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/ 
 
It was announced on the 3 September, for community and social outings – in care 
setting that are not registered as being for older adult residents - day and overnight 
visits may resume, following local individual assessment of the person’s need for this 
and an individual risk assessment of the visit. We recognise that some care homes 
may need to liaise with health protection teams to assess what may take place at a 
local level.  
 
This guidance can be found at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/ 
 
The Scottish Government has no plans to produce specific guidance for people with 
learning disabilities living in supported accommodation or care homes during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as the care home guidance and Health Protection Scotland 
guidance cover these settings. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the mental and physical wellbeing of adults with 
learning disabilities living in supported accommodation or care homes during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31807 

Clare Haughey: Scottish Government continues to give consideration to the mental 
health and wellbeing of everyone in care homes and supported accommodation and 
recognises that restrictions during the pandemic have impacted on those who have 
been affected. Assessment of peoples’ health and wellbeing should take place on an 
individual basis with appropriate support being provided.   
 
In order to support the physical and mental wellbeing of people with learning 
disabilities, the Scottish Commission for Learning Disabilities (SCLD) have been 
working with Scottish Government to produce easy to read information on the Covid-

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.scld.org.uk/information-on-coronavirus/
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19 and how people can protect themselves. This includes easy read guidance on 
Coronavirus, physical distancing and the phases in the route map out of crises. They 
have also worked with Glasgow University to develop a series of booklets for 
services supporting vulnerable people on staying physically and mentally healthy at 
this time.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will produce guidance to allow people with learning disabilities living in 
supported accommodation or care homes to resume outdoor visits. 
 

S5W-31810  
 
Clare Haughey: On 25 June, the Scottish Government announced that care homes 
should allow outdoor family and friends visiting with one visitor from 3 July and this 
guidance was updated on 8 August to recommend outdoor visiting with a maximum 
of 3 visitors from up to two households in homes where it has been 28 days since a 
resident or member of staff displayed any COVID symptoms. 
 
On 3 September, it was announced that in care setting that are not registered as 
being for older adult residents - day and overnight visits may resume following local 
individual assessment of the person’s need for this and an individual risk 
assessment of the visit. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether individual risk assessments are being carried out for people with learning 
disabilities living in supported accommodation or care homes during the COVID-19 
pandemic, or whether it is blanket guidance that is being applied. 
 

S5W-31808  
 
Clare Haughey: Guidance issued by the Scottish Government recommends that 
care homes and supported accommodation carry out individual risk assessments to 
ensure all residents, including those with learning disabilities, are safe. The guidance 
also outlines that potential application of any of the recommendations of national 
guidance should always take place on consideration of the individual facts and 
circumstance of residents, and on consideration of these against the wider risks 
posed to the other care home residents from the virus. In doing so, a full and robust 
risk assessment should be carried out.  
 
Assessments should take the individual’s needs into account to ensure services can 
be adapted in line with relevant guidance and approaches agreed with local NHS 
Boards, Health Protection Teams and the Care Inspectorate.  
 
From 7 September, in care settings not registered as for older adults, day and 
overnight visits may resume following an individual risk assessment of the person’s 
need for this and an individual risk assessment of the visit. 
 
 

https://www.scld.org.uk/information-on-coronavirus/
https://www.scld.org.uk/covid-19-guided-self-help-booklet-series/
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether parents can be considered part of the care team for people with learning 
disabilities living in supported accommodation to enable them to visit and be subject 
to the same restrictions that apply to care home staff. 
 

S5W-31809  
 
Clare Haughey: Scottish Government is actively considering ways to open up 
further visiting options for people living in care homes and hopes to publish plans in 
the near future. These actions will need to support a balancing of risks from infection 
being brought into care homes and of reduced contact with family members. 
Proposals are currently in development and are likely to include options for longer 
and more participative visits with loved ones. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans there are to expand the learning 
disability wards at the State Hospital, and whether it is aware of plans to close any 
other such facilities elsewhere in the NHS that would necessitate such an expansion 
 

S5W-31790  
 
Clare Haughey: There has been a review of the Clinical Service Delivery Model in 
The State Hospital (TSH) which included review of the Intellectual Disability ward. 
The findings of that review were made available publically as part of TSH Board 
papers on their website in October 2019. The new proposed model will move from 
one to two Learning Disability wards. 
 
TSH aimed to launch the new Clinical Service Delivery Model on 1 April 2020 but 
work was paused in March 2020 due to Covid-19. Work is due to recommence in 
December 2020. Any reconfiguration of the model will be dependent on a risk 
assessment of Covid-19 infection due to the movement of patients required for the 
new Clinical Model. 
 
The Scottish Government has not formally been made aware of any plans to close 
any learning disability facilities. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to reports of a rise in mental health problems among young 
people since the start of COVID-19 outbreak; what analysis is has carried out of this, 
and what action it is taking to alleviate the issue. 
 

S5W-31804 

Clare Haughey: We recognise the importance of children and young people’s 
mental health and wellbeing, even more so during the Covid-19 outbreak. That is 
why we want to make sure anyone who needs support can get access to support 
which is appropriate to their needs. 
 



9 

Our Programme for Government this year has mental health at its heart. In response 
to the mental health impacts of Covid-19 we will publish a Transition and Recovery 
Plan in Autumn 2020. The plan has been developed in partnership with mental 
health stakeholders and informed by emerging evidence, including a variety of 
sources that explore the impact on children, young people and families. It will lay out 
a set of actions to support population mental health, respond to distress and renew 
mental health services.  
 
Throughout the pandemic, we have taken action to ensure young people can access 
the right support for their mental health. This includes: the development of ‘Aye Feel’ 
by Young Scot which provides information about mental health and wellbeing during 
the Covid-19 pandemic and sign posts to further resources and support; the 
expansion of the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) programme to those over the age 
of 16 and; the development of new community mental health and wellbeing services 
for 5-25 year olds and their families and carers. 
 
We have also developed the Scottish Government’s ParentClub website, including 
specific content to support parents to effectively communicate and manage any 
anxiety that their children may be experiencing due to COVID-19. The ParentClub 
website includes a wide range of relevant information for families including 
supporting children’s (and parents’ and carers’) mental health and relationships as 
well as guidance and tips for learning and play at home. We also provided funding to 
make available an online resource for parents called Solihull Online. This interactive 
course supports positive relationships between parents and children and has 
modules for all ages from ante-natal to 18. 
 
Understanding the mental health effects of this pandemic is crucial to supporting 
people to remain well and to provide specialist help for those who need it, now and 
into the future. We established a Mental Health Research Advisory Group to follow 
research developments to understand the medium and long term impacts of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on mental health and will help us to put evidence-based services 
and support in place to help meet the mental health needs of the population. 
 
Additionally, we are working with partners and stakeholders to understand the impact 
of COVID-19 on children and young people. Including the “#LockdownLowdown”, an 
online survey developed by children and young people, to help identify what support 
and information they need from the Scottish Government and other organisations. 
 
We will continue to engage with children and young people during this difficult time 
and adapt our policies to reflect what the research, and the young people 
themselves, are telling us that they need. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the Green Recovery Plan for the Islands that was 
announced in the Programme for Government is in addition to, or part of, the funding 
committed in the National Islands Plan. 
 

https://young.scot/campaigns/national/aye-feel
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus
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S5W-31597  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: The Islands Green Recovery Programme, announced in the 
Programme for Government is a new £2 million programme for locally-led green 
projects designed to help support island communities economic recovery from the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. This forms part of the £230 million Stimulus 
Package announced on 16 June to help Scotland’s economy respond to the 
pandemic. 
 
Please find the link to the recent news release for the recovery programme (13 Sept 
2020) here: https://www.gov.scot/news/building-resilience-for-island-communities/ 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 will be implemented in full by the end of 
the current parliamentary session. 
 

S5W-31747  
 
Michael Matheson: The implementation of the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 has 
been affected by the Covid 19 Pandemic. This has impacted particularly on the 
development of guidance and regulations and the related consultation processes. 
This, along with the limited parliamentary space available in this term, means that 
the Act will not be implemented in full by the end of the current parliamentary 
session.  
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the Bus Partnership Fund will launch, and what budget it will have for 2020-21. 
 

S5W-31743  
 
Michael Matheson: We are currently consulting on the best time to launch the Bus 
Partnership Fund, as we recognise that local authorities and bus operators have 
ongoing pressures, due to the pandemic. However, we expect the Fund to be 
launched by the end of the financial year so that local authorities can begin to 
access funds in 2021-22.  
 
The allocated budget for this year of £10 million was repurposed for the Bus Priority 
Rapid Deployment Fund, which has already made awards to local authorities for 
temporary bus priority infrastructure to reduce the negative impacts of congestion on 
bus services, and is currently being administered. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has regarding how much each local 
authority has spent on repairing pot holes in each year since 2007. 
 

S5W-31732  
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/building-resilience-for-island-communities/
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Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not hold information on local 
road maintenance expenditure.  
 
Maintenance of the local road network is the responsibility of local authorities. The 
vast majority of funding to local authorities from the Scottish Government is provided 
via a block grant and we do not stipulate how local authorities should utilise their 
individual allocations. It is therefore the responsibility of each local authority to 
manage their own budget and to allocate the financial resources available to them 
on the basis of local needs and priorities, having first fulfilled their statutory 
obligations and the jointly agreed set of national and local priorities. 
 
The Scottish Government has taken exceptional measures in every area of 
government as we deal with the challenges of COVID- 19 - and that is particularly 
clear in our support for local services. To date, £379 million of additional funding has 
been committed to local authorities by the Scottish Government and to avoid any 
potential cash flow problems we agreed with COSLA to front-load our weekly grant 
payments to local authorities by £455 million during May, June and July. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 23 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 

Education and Skills 

1. Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to provide the 
outdoor learning and youth work sector with the financial support required to prevent 
the permanent closure of outdoor residential centres. (S5O-04609) 

2. Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what additional measures it 
is considering to support pupils and teachers who were shielding before the return to 
school. (S5O-04610) 

3. Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
undertaken of the impact of COVID-19 on the attainment gap. (S5O-04611) 

5. Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it has put in place 
in schools to reinforce the message that pupils need to adhere to social distancing 
guidelines. (S5O-04613) 

6. Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what progress it has made with its 
commitment to recruit 850 extra teachers and around 200 additional support staff to 
help schools deal with the pressures arising from their reopening following the 
lockdown. (S5O-04614) 

7. Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what support it has provided to 
disabled children and young people during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04615) 

Health and Sport 

2. Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
reassure people in the north east and elsewhere that signing up to the Protect 
Scotland app does not make them more at risk of scamming. (S5O-04618) 

3. Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
Common Weal’s paper, Warning Lights: Ten Actions for Covid Elimination. (S5O-
04619) 

4. Claudia Beamish: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it is taking to 
restore chronic pain treatment services, in light of official statistics for the quarter 
ending 30 June 2020, which recorded that over half of new patients waited over 18 
weeks for a first appointment. (S5O-04620) 

5. Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it has 
put in place for NHS dentists during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04621) 

6. Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
ensure that suicide prevention support services are still available to people in light of 
the recent lockdown measures. (S5O-04622) 

7. John Scott: To ask the Scottish Government what recent discussions it has had 
with NHS Ayrshire and Arran regarding measures to control the spread of COVID-
19. (S5O-04623) 

8. Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is giving to small 
community-based football clubs that are facing financial difficulties and closure due 
to the COVID-19 crisis. (S5O-04624) 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04609
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04610
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04611
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04613
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04614
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04615
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04618
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04619
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04619
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04620
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04621
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04622
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04623
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04624
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Answers to these and all other Portfolio Questions can be found in the Official Report 
of proceedings here. 

 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12839
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Government initiated questions lodged on 23 September 2020 

S5W-31993 John Mason: To ask the Scottish Government how much funding has 
been allocated to each ministerial portfolio to support the policy response to the 
COVID-19 emergency. 

Written questions lodged on 23 September 2020 

S5W-31972 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government in which 
languages it publishes its COVID-19 information, other than in English. 
S5W-31991 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what measures are 
in place to support early diagnosis of prostate cancer during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
S5W-31995 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether there will be 
increased enforcement of COVID-19 restrictions to stop house parties, in light of 
them reportedly contributing to the spread of the virus. 
S5W-31998 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that 
its COVID-19 information is made available and accessible to (a) BAME people and 
(b) non-native English speakers. 
S5W-31999 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to upscale and make more readily available bereavement support of all types, 
both formal and informal, to people who are grieving (a) during and (b) after the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-32000 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
introduce a bereavement support bubble policy, which would enable grieving 
households of any size to come together and form a support bubble with one other 
household, in the event of further local or national lockdowns and restrictions. 
S5W-32001 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how long past its use-by date a 3M 1863 facemask can still be considered 
effective. 
S5W-32002 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many out-of-
date facemasks NHS National Services Scotland has issued to dentists in each 
month since March 2020. 
S5W-32003 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS 
National Services Scotland is able to issue out-of-date PPE to dentists and, if so, on 
what basis it can do this. 
S5W-32004 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is the 
policy of NHS National Services Scotland to issue out-of-date facemasks to medical 
professionals. 
S5W-32007 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the further 
restrictions imposed on 23 September 2020, what plans it has to introduce testing for 
staff working in supported living accommodation that is regulated by the Care 
Inspectorate. 
S5W-32008 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
who tutor children in their homes will be able to continue to do so under the recently 
updated COVID-19 restrictions.  
S5W-32010 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31553 by Christina McKelvie on 15 September 2020, and in 
light of the recent updated COVID-19 restrictions, whether the guidance regarding 
therapists and practitioners who run their businesses from home remains the same. 
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S5W-32015 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether self-
chartered physiotherapists who visit clients in their homes are classed as 
tradespeople and therefore exempt from the new COVID-19 restrictions. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32015
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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