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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 22 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 22 September can be found on page 15 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions relating to COVID-19 on 22 September, are included 

at page 14. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 22 September) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review into border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-31965  
 
Humza Yousaf: We have continued to review the health measures closely over the 
last three weeks and have assessed that there remains a requirement for them to 
remain in place to reduce the risk of transmission and safeguard health. There will 
be no changes to the regulations at this stage, but we will continue to review both 
the country and sector exemptions on an ongoing basis and make any future 
adjustments as necessary. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support it offers to landlords where rental 
payments are not received from tenants. 
 

S5W-31757  
 
Kevin Stewart: The PRS Landlord (non-business) Covid19 Loan was introduced to 
provide a support option for smaller scale landlords that supports them to work with 
tenants to manage arrears during the pandemic. The loan is available to landlords 
not operating as a business who have 5 or less properties available for let. The loan 
is interest free and repayable over 12 months.  
 
The scheme will be extended in line with the anticipated extension of notice periods 
within the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act. The existing criteria will remain as at launch 
except that the scheme will be expanded to allow landlord to apply for loan 
assistance in relation to up to three let properties, the initial limit was just one let 
property. Additionally loan repayments will also be scheduled over 24 months. 
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Throughout the pandemic the messaging from Scottish Government has been clear, 
that rent remains payable, where tenants can continue to pay they must do so and 
where tenants’ income or employment has been impacted by Covid-19 they should 
seek support. We have also been clear that no-one should lose their home as a 
result of the pandemic and landlords should be flexible with tenants who are facing 
financial hardship. 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has considered changing the criteria for accessing 
the Private Rent Sector Landlord COVID-19 Loan Scheme to allow landlords in all 
categories to apply. 
 

S5W-31765  
 
Kevin Stewart: The PRS Landlord (non-business) Covid19 Loan Support loan fund 
is being extended in line with the anticipated extension of notice periods within the 
Coronavirus (Scotland) Act. 
 
During the first six months of the scheme we have listened to landlords and 
stakeholders and the extension will expand the number of let properties a landlord 
can apply for assistance in respect of, from one property to up to three. Additionally 
the repayment period will now be set at 24 months. The existing limit of support to 
landlords who are not registered as businesses and have 5 or less let properties will 
remain. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31438 by 
Fiona Hyslop on 3 September 2020, how many awards from the culture and heritage 
support package in response to the COVID-19 pandemic have been allocated in 
each local authority area toward each of the 13 purposes set out in the response, 
also broken down by the (a) largest, (b) smallest and (c) average size of award. 
 

S5W-31673  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The funding for the purposes set out in my answer to question S5W-
31438 is mostly being distributed through open funds which have been recently, are 
currently, or will soon be, open for applications. 
 
£2.5 million from the £97 million was added to our £10 million Performing Arts 
Venues Relief Fund. On 5th August, Creative Scotland announced how the first £7.5 
million of this Fund would be allocated to performing arts venues in Scotland already 
in receipt of its Regular Funding. The full list of awards is available on Creative 
Scotland’s website. 
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Funding was provided to 20 institutions in twelve of Scotland’s 32 local authorities. 
The largest awards were for £750,000, received by Aberdeen Performing Arts in 
Aberdeen, Eden Court Theatre and Cinema in Highland, and the Royal Lyceum 
Theatre Company in Edinburgh. The smallest award was £75,400 to Platform 
(Glasgow East Arts Company) in Glasgow. The average award was just under 
£373,000. Decisions on the remaining £5 million in the Performing Arts Venues 
Relief Fund are due to be made by 24th September. 
 
The £6 million Events Industry Support Fund which is part of the £10 million support 
for event organisers and their supply chains, closed to applications on 14th 
September. VisitScotland is currently assessing applications. Details on further 
funding support for the events sector will be available shortly. 
 
The Grassroots Music Venue Stabilisation Fund was announced on 10th July. The 
deadline for applications was the 3rd September and the assessment panel was due 
to meet on 18th September to consider the applications. Applicants will be notified of 
decisions on the 22nd September. 
 
Funding for Historic Environment Scotland including the £5.9 million to secure 
committed grants to heritage organisations, and the National Trust for Scotland will 
deliver benefits across Scotland. It is not possible to provide specific allocations for 
each local authority area. 
 
The £270,000 awarded to the New Lanark Trust to help secure the future of the New 
Lanark World Heritage Site is targeted funding within the South Lanarkshire Council 
local authority area. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the announcement that the UK Government will provide 
grants of £1,500 to larger businesses, and £1,000 to other businesses, in England 
for each three-week period that they are forced to close as a result of local 
lockdowns or targeted restrictions, whether it will match this level of support for 
businesses forced to close for these reasons in Scotland. 
 

S5W-31710  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government provided £1m of funding through Aberdeen 
City Council to provide grants of £1,000 and £1,500 to businesses required to close 
as a result of the local restrictions in Aberdeen over the period 5 August to 26 
August 2020. We will consider the needs of businesses in other areas to reflect the 
nature of local circumstances and the restrictions imposed. Discussions are ongoing 
with the UK Government in relation to any consequential funding arising from its 
decision to provide financial support. 
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Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is supporting business owners whose business practice does not 
meet the criteria set for (a) government and (b) local authority business support. 
 

S5W-31621  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government understands the importance of 
supporting businesses at this difficult time. A range of business support products and 
services is in place to provide advice, guidance and other assistance to those 
businesses which may not have qualified for one of the Covid-19 specific schemes. 
 
Support services and programmes for businesses are available via 
FindBusinessSupport.gov.scot 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will respond to the Citizen Assembly's report that is required 
under the Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019, and 
whether it will do so in time for the Parliament to scrutinise this response before the 
end of the current session. 
 

S5W-31592  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2019 requires 
Scotland’s Climate Assembly to lay its report before the Scottish Parliament by 28 
February 2021. The Coronavirus (Scotland) (No. 2) Act 2020 amended this 
requirement, stating if the Assembly is unable to lay the report by this date for a 
reason relating to coronavirus, they must lay the report as soon as reasonably 
practicable after that date. 
 
We will carefully consider all recommendations made in Assembly’s final report. The 
Act requires the Scottish Government to publish a statement within six months of 
receiving a copy of the report, setting out how we intend to respond to the 
recommendations made in it. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £5.3 million it has spent 
on COVID-19-related campaigns across all media channels has been allocated to 
expenditure on (a) Facebook, (b) Instagram, (c) Newsquest, (d) local newspapers, 
(e) national newspapers, (f) (i) online, (ii) television and (iii) radio advertising and (g) 
other media sources. 
 

S5W-31700 

file:///C:/Users/s801777/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/5CVN7I4D/FindBusinessSupport.gov.scot
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Kate Forbes: Please note that the £5.3 million figure has subsequently been 
corrected to £5.8 million. 
 

a - Facebook  
£246,543 

Note - Facebook & Instagram spend is recorded together 
rather than by site b - Instagram 

c - Newsquest 

 
 
 
 
 

£40,174 

Spend in The Herald, Herald on Sunday, Glasgow Times, 
The National & National on Sunday. Please note 
additional spend in Newsquest has been made through 
Mediaforce packages but we do not know the breakdown 
of costs to individual publications, for that reason we 
have not included those costs. 

d - Local / 
Regional 
Newspapers 

 
 

£780,377  

e - National 
Newspapers 

 
£259,071  

f1 - Online 
 

£1,199,301 
Note - this includes the spend on Facebook and 
Instagram 

f2 - Television £1,963,246  

f3 - Radio £747,703  

 
 
g - Others 

 
£662,034 

Spend in Broadcast Media (e.g STV Player, Sky 
Adsmart) 

£4,384 Spend in Magazines 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact of COVID-19 on people 
living with blood cancers being able to make informed choices regarding their long-
term care and treatment. 
 

S5W-31634  
 
Jeane Freeman: Teams of clinicians all across Scotland provided clinical input to 
the Scottish Government’s response to COVID-19. 
 
Haematologists have been advising the Scottish Government continuously 
throughout the response to COVID-19. We have been very cautious in issuing 
guidance on who should be shielding during the pandemic as we did not want to do 
so unnecessarily. Only those with high personal risk were asked to consider 
shielding. 
 
We have published national guidance on cancer treatment, and patient information 
on COVID19 and cancer. Using this guidance, we expect, as always, all clinicians to 
have clear and open conversations with their patients about their treatment options. 
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government how the National Cancer Recovery Plan will address the needs of 

people living with blood cancers, given their higher risk of COVID-19 infection. 

S5W-31640  

Jeane Freeman: Our National Cancer Recovery plan will address COVID19 risks in 

a number of ways, which will not be disease specific as the mitigation of these risks 

will help a wide range of patients. 

 

Health Boards have been tasked with urgent implementation of local Clinical 

Prioritisation Groups (CPG’s) that will oversee ‘green-site’ theatre allocations on a 

regular (weekly) basis to ensure that prioritised patients are apportioned appropriate, 

and preferential, access to all green-site theatres. 

Elective cancer surgery should be upscaled in ‘green sites’ with full adherence to 

and implementation of national policies for patient and staff testing before, during 

and after surgery. 

Safety measures around use of personal protective equipment and the enhanced 

cleaning programmes. 

Blood Cancer patients will also benefit from our future of shielding planning which 

will: 

• Provide people with updated clinical evidence about their conditions and what 

that means for their risk from Covid, 

• Help those shielding understand the changing levels of infection in the 

community and how to reduce the chance of catching the virus 

• Provide that information in a way that is accessible, understandable and 

helpful, 

• Give people who are shielding access to support that can help them make 

informed choices about their lives, 

• Support people shielding to put their choices into practice. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether COVID-19 interim treatment policies will be funded until the 

end of the 2020-21 financial year. 

S5W-31641  

Jeane Freeman: We expect that the funding for the implementation of National 

Cancer Medicines Advisory Group recommendations to be made available for the 

remainder of the financial year. 

 



7 
 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what assessment it has made of the impact of COVID-19 on people 

living with blood cancers being able to access innovative medicines as a result of the 

pause to clinical trials. 

S5W-31642  

Jeane Freeman: The Chief Scientist Office published a statement on the restart 

framework for clinical trial activity on May 27th 2020. 

https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/cso-statement-on-the-restart-framework/ 

This confirmed that the Chief Scientist Office will monitor restart across Scotland, 

including setting up a COVID-19 Restart Operational Group to share best practice 

and support development of operational processes and guidance to support the 

resumption of non-COVID research activity across NHS Research Scotland, and a 

Restart Strategic Oversight Group is to provide advice, support and guidance to 

CSO on all aspects of non-COVID research restart. 

Both these groups have been established and details are available from the NHS 

Research Scotland website.  

http://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/coronavirus/arrangements-for-clinical-trials 

As part of the Scottish Government Cancer Recovery Plan a Cancer Clinical Trials 

subgroup is being established to provide advice, support and guidance on the restart 

of Cancer Clinical Trials. 

The National Cancer Medicines Advisory Group was rapidly convened in response to 

COVID19 outbreak and has since met regularly to recommend new treatment 

options for many cancer types, including blood cancer. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what action it has taken to include (a) blind and partially-sighted and (b) other 

disabled people in testing the accessibility of the proximity tracing that app that it 

plans to launch. 

S5W-31660  

Jeane Freeman: An assessment and accessibility testing was completed for the 

Protect Scotland app. This assessment informed the development of the app and 

considered the needs of people with a visual impairment and or a disability. These 

needs will be considered in an ongoing basis and if individuals wish to share their 

experience they can do so by contacting: testandprotect@nhs.scot 

A new Equalities & Digital Inclusion group has been established to work in 

partnership with organisations including the Royal National Institute of Blind People 

(RNIB), deafscotland and Scottish Commission for Learning Disability (SCLD) to 

ensure that the app can provide the best possible user experience. 

https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/cso-statement-on-the-restart-framework/
http://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/coronavirus/arrangements-for-clinical-trials
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how people who are unable to download the software 
necessary to use the Test and Protect App, or do not have a smartphone, will be 
able to access it. 
 

S5W-31770  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31769 on  
21 September 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will ensure that people with phones that are incompatible with the 
Test and Protect app will be able to access the technology. 

S5W-31779  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31769 on  
21 September 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will announce details of the 2020-21 
flu vaccination programme, including the vaccinations to be provided at GP 
surgeries. 

S5W-31626  

Joe FitzPatrick: Responsibility for delivering the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020-21 
rests with Health Boards and Integration Authorities with support from GP practices. 
The administration of vaccinations provided in General Practices will depend on 
each Health Board’s individual delivery model.  

The Flu Vaccination programme for those who are entitled to a free seasonal flu 
vaccine will begin on 1 October as planned.  

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government (a) how and (b) when identified priority groups will be contacted 
regarding their invitation to receive an influenza vaccination. 

S5W-31629  

Joe FitzPatrick: Responsibility for delivering the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020-21 
rests with Health Boards and Integration Authorities.  

Scottish Health Boards will begin to send invitation letters by post from the 18 
September to those who are entitled to a free seasonal flu vaccine.  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what options patients in identified priority groups will have to access 
NHS influenza vaccinations, other than at their GP surgery. 

 

S5W-31630  

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31628 on 22 
September 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the anticipated increase in uptake as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic, what guidance it has issued to GPs for managing demand for 
influenza vaccinations. 

S5W-31631  

Joe FitzPatrick: NHS Scotland Health Boards will deliver the Seasonal Flu 
Vaccination programme 2020/21 and guidance was provided by the Chief Medical 
Officer on 7 August (https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2020)19.pdf). 

Scottish Health Boards are currently preparing plans for delivery of the seasonal flu 
vaccination which includes using a variety of settings given this is an expanded 
programme. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures it is putting in place to ensure that identified priority 
groups seeking to access influenza vaccinations via the NHS are not disadvantaged 
by private provision. 

S5W-31627  

Joe FitzPatrick: Those most at risk from the seasonal flu are already eligible to 
receive the vaccine for free. The Scottish Government is expanding free eligibility for 
the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020-21 to: 

o Social care workers who provide direct care; 

o Household members of individuals who are shielding; 

o Those aged 55 and over; and 

o 50 to 54 year olds as vaccines supply allows. 

We have secured additional vaccine and aim to vaccinate more people than ever 
before. 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2020)19.pdf
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it expects influenza vaccinations to be available to NHS patients 
at their GP surgery. 

S5W-31628  

Joe FitzPatrick: Responsibility for delivering the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020-21 
rests with Health Boards and Integration Authorities. This is a change from previous 
years, where GP practices, took the lead role in providing flu immunisations.  

NHS Scotland Boards will use the delivery model which is most suitable for their 
local circumstances, with GP practices delivery dependant on each Health Boards 
approach.  

The Flu Vaccination programme for those who are entitled to a free seasonal flu 
vaccine will begin on 1 October, as planned. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) mental health and (b) practical support will be provided to 
patients who are experiencing delays to treatment as a result of the COVID-19 
outbreak, and whether it has considered establishing a centralised resource where 
people can access information about waiting times. 

S5W-31591  

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is providing additional support to patients 
as a result of increased delays due to the COVID19 pandemic. 

This includes providing funding to increase the capacity of NHS24’s telephone and 
online mental health support services, which includes expanding the NHS24 Mental 
Health Hub so that it is now available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This also 
includes expanding the capacity of the Breathing Space telephone helpline and web 
support service, and providing extra capacity for Computerised Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy. 

We have also provided £1 million to expand and develop the Distress Brief 
Intervention (DBI) programme into a nationwide response for people in distress. 
Now, anyone who phones the NHS24 Mental Health Hub in emotional distress from 
anywhere in Scotland and who does not need emergency clinical intervention and is 
assessed as appropriate for referral to DBI can be referred to the DBI Programme for 
further support. Further advice and support for people with poor mental health is 
available through the NHS Inform and Clear Your Head websites, which have 
information on practical tips, resources, and services to support wellbeing. 

For Cancer Patients who may have any concerns a national helpline has been 
established on 0800 917 7711. Patients are also being encouraged to contact their 
own local emergency contact number if necessary.  

In respect of current waiting times we fully expect Health Boards to be realistic in 
their communications with patients on their likely wait as a result of COVID19. Each 
individual will have a different wait based on the particular treatment they require, 
and patients will be seen on the basis of their clinical priority. 

 



11 
 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30555 by Joe FitzPatrick on 30 
July 2020, when it now expects to publish the Draft Framework for Recovery and 
Rehabilitation for people recovering from COVID-19 and to build resilience in the 
population against future pandemics. 

S5W-31646  

Joe FitzPatrick: We published the Framework for supporting people through 
Recovery and Rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic on 13 August 
2020 and it is available to read on the Scottish Government’s website. 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-
rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/.  

We are learning from other pandemics to consider potential implications while 
investing in research to better understand the dynamics of COVID-19 and its impact. 
In addition to the Framework we are prioritising the clinical guidelines for healthcare 
professionals and funding research into the long-term effects of COVID-19. We are 
committed to understanding the effects of this virus in Scotland so we can implement 
measures to support recovery from the infection. 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact domestic and foreign travel had on the COVID-19 clusters 
in Aberdeen in August 2020 and Glasgow, West Dunbartonshire and East 
Renfrewshire in September; what action it took to deal with the impact of this 
domestic and foreign travel; whether it considers that the action it took was 
proportionate and, if so, what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-31585  
 
Humza Yousaf: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 

Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will publish the scientific evidence used to inform its 
decision to restrict the playing of background music in hospitality venues. 

S5W-31763  

Fergus Ewing: Factors such as background sound that may lead to raised voices or 
cause people to lean-in close to others to be heard are a risk factor in the 
transmission of coronavirus. This is recognised by a wide body of scientific evidence 
in relation to the role of aerosols in the transmission of viruses. The current position 
of no background sound, including low level music and audio from television, is a 
measured and cautious approach to reduce risk. It is being kept under review and 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
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government continues to work with industry experts to consider how guidance can 
be developed to allow low level background sound to be managed safely. 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance has been given to local authorities for monitoring Spaces for People 
schemes and the criteria for assessing whether measures can be made permanent. 

S5W-31607  

Michael Matheson: Sustrans Scotland, who administer the Spaces for People 
programme, is providing guidance on monitoring as part of a package of support 
offered to local authorities. Guidance, which is bespoke and based on need, typically 
includes advice on developing monitoring plans, undertaking data collection, 
analysing data and reporting.  

A national monitoring and evaluation framework for Spaces for People has been 
developed by Sustrans in partnership with Society of Chief Officers of Transportation 
in Scotland and distributed to local authorities.  

It is for local authorities to determine, through evaluation of projects, whether or not 
they merit being made permanent. The Scottish Government provides support to 
local authorities for the creation of permanent walking and cycling infrastructure 
through the Places for Everyone programme. 

 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which (a) local authorities and (b) other public bodies have not yet completed the 
implementation of Spaces for People schemes. 

S5W-31608  

Michael Matheson: All local authorities and public bodies which successfully 
applied for Spaces for People funding have schemes that are not yet completed. 

 Local authorities are at different stages with implementation of their schemes. 

 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what measures it has taken against councils and other public bodies that have 
delayed the implementation of Spaces for People schemes. 

S5W-31609  

Michael Matheson: The implementation of Spaces for People schemes is a matter 
for the local authorities and public bodies which successfully applied for funding. 
Sustrans Scotland, which administers Spaces for People, is offering support to help 
overcome any barriers to delivery. 
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Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it expects all Spaces for People schemes to be completed. 

S5W-31610  

Michael Matheson: The delivery of Spaces for People schemes is a matter for the 
local authorities and public bodies which successfully applied for funding. Sustrans 
Scotland is working closely with local authorities to support delivery of schemes.  
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Topical Questions 

The following questions were asked: 

1. Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update 
on its plans for the 2021 exam diet. (S5T-02399) 

2. Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update 
on the plan to extend the Emergency Measures Agreement to help rail services deal 
with the impact of COVID-19. (S5T-02403) 

 

Answers to these, and other Topical Questions, can be found here. 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02399
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02403
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12835&i=116018
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Written questions lodged on 22 September 2020 

S5W-31941 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31551 by Joe FitzPatrick on 16 September 2020, what role 
it believes pharmacies should play in administering the 2020 flu vaccinations. 
S5W-31942 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31551 by Joe FitzPatrick on 16 September 2020, what 
guidance it has offered to NHS boards and integration authorities regarding who 
should administer the 2020 flu vaccinations. 
S5W-31943 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31551 by Joe FitzPatrick on 16 September 2020, what role 
it believes GP practices should play in administering the 2020 flu vaccinations. 
S5W-31944 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government by what date 
mobile therapists, including massage and beauty therapists, who attend clients in 
their own homes will be allowed to resume business. 
S5W-31949 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether any licenced 
provider of water has ceased trading since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31950 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
regarding the levels of debt that are being borne by licenced providers of water, 
and how much this has risen because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31953 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be on the income of Business Stream in 2020-21. 
S5W-31959 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government what rehabilitation 
courses are being run at HMP Inverness; in what ways the delivery of these have 
been impacted by social distancing measures, and how many prisoners have (a) 
attended and (b) completed such courses in each month between March and August 
2020. 
S5W-31963 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government when the Scottish 
Tourism Recovery Task Force will publish its report on the recovery of the industry. 
S5W-31967 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of any additional (a) patient demands on perinatal mental 
health services as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and (b) resources that may be 
required to meet any increased demand, and what additional support will be 
provided for the recruitment and retention of the (i) psychiatrists and (ii) other health 
professionals required for specialist perinatal mental health services. 
S5W-31970 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
is giving to the balance between public heath regarding the spread of COVID-19 and 
the mental health implications of further lockdown restrictions. 
S5W-31971 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
improve visiting rights to residential care facilities, in light of the mental health impact 
on residents who are unable to see their family. 
S5W-31982 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 
it safe for teachers who were previously shielding to now work in classrooms and, if 
so, for what reason. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31941
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31942
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31943
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31944
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31949
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31950
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31953
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31959
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31963
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31967
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31970
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31971
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31982
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Searching for questions and motions 

 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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