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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 17 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 17 September can be found on page 8 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions, SPCB Questions and Portfolio Questions 

relating to COVID-19 on 17 September are included at page 6. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 17 September) 
 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it is making the same type of interest-free loan that it has 
provided to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe available to other cultural venues or events 
and, if so, whether it will provide further information regarding this. 
 

S5W-31633  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has, as of 16 September, not received 
requests from other cultural venues or events for the provision of loans and has no 
current plans to make such loans available. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much student hardship funding has been (a) allocated and (b) 
distributed to each institution, also broken down by how many students at each 
institution have (i) applied for and (ii) received support from this. 
 

S5W-31699  
 
Richard Lochhead: As part of the Student Support Action Plan, announced in April 
2020 and in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, an additional £2.2m of HE 
Discretionary Funds were distributed to colleges and universities that month for 
immediate use. In June 2020, the first instalment of the 2020-21 HE Discretionary 
Funds (£11.4m) was brought forward from August to June for immediate use. The 
second instalment is due to be issued in February 2021.  
 
Details of the allocations can be found at: https://www.saas.gov.uk/files/315/saas-
discretionary-fund-allocations.pdf 
 
The Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS) have committed to monitoring spend 
of Discretionary Funds over the coming months and will ask institutions for a high-
level update in October 2020.  

https://www.saas.gov.uk/files/315/saas-discretionary-fund-allocations.pdf
https://www.saas.gov.uk/files/315/saas-discretionary-fund-allocations.pdf
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Detailed spend analysis of Discretionary Funds by institutions is a requirement of the 
annual audited verification process with this analysis of the 2019-20 FY funds, 
encompassing the ring-fenced £2.2m available in October. The analysis of 2020-21 
FY funds is expected in October 2021.  
 
These funds will supplement any individual hardship funds that colleges and 
universities may have set up for their students.  
 
In addition, Scottish Government has committed £5m of additional support to 
colleges and universities to support students who are struggling to afford to buy, 
maintain and connect the equipment they need to benefit from digital learning. 
Scottish Government have also recently announced phase 2 of Connecting Scotland 
- a £15m fund which will support 23,000 people to digitally connect. Phase 2 will 
prioritise disadvantaged families with children and young people leaving care. 
 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what financial assistance can be given to small businesses that rent out 
accommodation but whose income has stopped due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-31620  
 
Kate Forbes: From the outset of this pandemic the Scottish Government has 
endeavoured to provide support across all sectors of our economy, and to ensure 
that it is distributed in the most equitable way possible whilst addressing some of the 
specific sectoral and geographical issues in Scotland’s macro economy.  
 
The Scottish Government has announced a package of support worth over  
£2.3 billion to limit the impact of COVID-19 on the business community. The new 
measures include 100% non-domestic rates relief for the retail, hospitality, leisure 
and airport sectors, and a 1.6% rates relief for all properties across Scotland. In 
addition to rates reliefs, the Business Grant Funding Scheme was introduced to 
support businesses occupying non-domestic properties. This Scheme closed on 10 
July and at close 8 September, Local Authorities reported that over 106,000 
applications have been received for the Small Business Grant Scheme and the 
Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Business Grant Scheme across Scotland. Of these 
applications, over 90,000 grants valuing over £1,014m have been awarded. 
 
Eligibility to the grant scheme was linked to the non-domestic rates system because 
it is the fastest, most effective way to reach businesses. 
 
Phase 3 of the Scheme extended the Small Business Grant Fund to firms who lease 
the premises they occupy, including shared office spaces, business incubators or 
shared industrial units, but are not the ratepayer, provided they could evidence that 
they were required to contribute towards the charges associated with the non-
domestic rates liability via the ratepayer and that they had at least one paid 
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employee on the payroll (not including themselves) as at 17 March. The closing date 
for new applications to the Business Grant schemes was 10 July. 
 
Depending on the circumstances businesses may have been eligible to apply for 
support measures such as furloughing staff through the Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme. 
 
Both the Scottish Government and UK Government are aware of the difficulties 
facing both landlords and tenants in the commercial property market which resulted 
in the issue of the 'Code of Practice for commercial property relationships during the 
COVID-19 pandemic'. This is intended to provide guidance for businesses to come 
together to negotiate affordable rental agreements. This can include rental 
deferments, rental holidays and lease restructuring. It builds upon the discussions 
already taking place by giving those tenants and landlords affected by the crisis the 
tools to come to a mutually beneficial agreement; ensuring that best practice 
becomes common practice. 
 
In addition to grant funding, the Coronavirus Bounce Back Loan scheme provides 
eligible small and medium-sized businesses with loans of between £2,000 and 
£50,000. The loans are backed by the UK Government and there are no fees, 
interest charges or repayments due for the first 12 months, with loan terms of up to 6 
years. 
 
Another avenue of support is the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme 
(CBILS), which aims to support small and medium sized businesses, including 
limited companies, to access finance of up to £5 million for up to 6 years. 
Applications are made through approved commercial lenders and backed by the UK 
Government’s British Business Bank. 
 
Some businesses did not qualify for any government schemes which is why a further 
£185 million of additional grant support for small and medium-sized businesses and 
the newly self-employed was made available. 
 
The range of business support is kept under review and up to date information is 
available online at https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the expected timescale is for contact tracers to get in 
touch with people who have tested positive for COVID-19 to begin the process of 
identifying close contacts. 
 

S5W-31561  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/
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James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will provide guidance for the reopening of venues that are not explicitly sport or 
leisure facilities but previously accommodated dance classes, such as church or 
community halls, in order that teaching can resume as soon and as safely as 
possible. 
 

S5W-31583  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it is providing for mental health services and charities that are required 
to provide vital assistance to people virtually as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31661  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is supporting a range of services and 
charities to provide assistance for those with Mental Health needs during the 
pandemic. This includes £3.8 million of additional funding to expand NHS 24’s 
Mental Health Hub and Breathing Space telephone services as well as online mental 
health CBT services. The Scottish Government has also invested £1.24 million to 
support territorial health boards to scale up the use of ‘Near Me’ video consultation 
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. This funding has provided infrastructure, 
national guidance, training and local equipment, underpinning the rapid expansion of 
the Near Me Service across NHS Scotland, and enabling the delivery of thousands 
of virtual consultations every week. Mental Health services have seen some of the 
biggest uptake of the Near Me Service. 
 
The Scottish Government has provided funding support to the Third Sector in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. I refer the member to the answer to question 
S5W-28037 on 14 April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are 
available on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis has been undertaken to 
understand the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on autism diagnosis waiting times 
and the resulting restrictions on face-to-face appointments with health professionals. 
 

S5W-31696  
 
Clare Haughey: The National Autism Implementation Team (NAIT) Team, 
commissioned by the Scottish Government, aims to support the delivery of the 
Scottish Strategy for Autism: Outcomes and Priorities 2018-2021, through facilitating 
evidence based actions in assessment and Diagnosis for children, young people and 
adults. In June 2020 NAIT scoped child and adult autism diagnostic services to 
understand the impact of Covid-19 on autism diagnostic waiting times. The 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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diagnostic services who responded were concerned around an increase in waiting 
times due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Most NHS health boards continued to receive referrals for autism diagnostic 
assessment. In response to autism diagnostic practitioners requests the NAIT team 
have developed Digital Guidance for completion of autism diagnostic assessment, 
which can be found at https://www.thirdspace.scot/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/NAIT-Guidance-on-Digital-Consultation-for-
Neurodevelopmental-Assessment-and-Diagnosis-August-2020.pdf. 
  
This digital autism assessment guidance has been endorsed by the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists, Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, Royal College of 
Occupational Therapists, Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists and 
Scottish Government Digital Health and Care Scotland. 
 
The NAIT team are now supporting national autism diagnostic services with their 
recovery of services. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with local authorities 
regarding extending the period after which taxi vehicles are required to be replaced, 
in light of the reported increased financial impact of COVID-19 on taxi operators. 
 

S5W-31644  
 
Ash Denham: The Scottish Government would expect independent licensing 
authorities to take a pragmatic and sensitive approach to licence holders during the 
challenges of Covid-19. It is however a matter entirely for licensing authorities to 
decide whether to set vehicle age limit restrictions on taxis operating within their local 
area and if so, what those age limits should be. Where a licensing authority does 
consider it appropriate to adjust their policies in this area, the Scottish Government 
would be supportive of any such steps where that is justified through local 
circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

https://www.thirdspace.scot/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/NAIT-Guidance-on-Digital-Consultation-for-Neurodevelopmental-Assessment-and-Diagnosis-August-2020.pdf
https://www.thirdspace.scot/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/NAIT-Guidance-on-Digital-Consultation-for-Neurodevelopmental-Assessment-and-Diagnosis-August-2020.pdf
https://www.thirdspace.scot/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/NAIT-Guidance-on-Digital-Consultation-for-Neurodevelopmental-Assessment-and-Diagnosis-August-2020.pdf
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 17 SEPTEMBER 2020 

First Minister’s Questions 
 
The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 
 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04376) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04377) 

3. Alison Johnstone: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04378) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04379) 

5. Stuart McMillan: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government’s 
response is to reports that the highest proportion of positive COVID-19 tests is 
among young adults. (S5F-04388) 

6. Brian Whittle: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government’s response 
is to reports that several of Scotland’s leisure trusts, which operate sports and other 
leisure facilities, are close to financial collapse. (S5F-04384) 

7. Monica Lennon: To ask the First Minister what urgent action the Scottish 
Government is taking to restore and support contact between family carers and older 
and disabled people living in care homes, which is considered essential to their 
mental, emotional and physical wellbeing. (S5F-04387) 
 
Answers to these and all other questions taken by the First Minister can be found in 
the Official Report of proceedings here. 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Questions 

The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 

2. Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body whether it 
will pursue establishing an account to allow for the costs of COVID-19-related 
requirements at local offices to be paid directly by the Parliament. (S5O-04605) 

3. Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body whether it has 
confidence in the hybrid system of voting. (S5O-04607) 
 
Answers to all SPCB questions can be found in the Official Report of proceedings 
here. 

 
 
Portfolio Questions 
 
The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 

Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

1. Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what financial assistance it has made 
available for cultural organisations in the north east since the start of the COVID-19 
lockdown. (S5O-04597) 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04376
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04377
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04378
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04379
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04388
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04384
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04387
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12823&i=115935
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04605
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04607
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12823&i=115968
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04597
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4. Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £97 million in UK 
Government consequentials announced on 5 July for the arts, culture and heritage 
sectors is still to be allocated, and when a decision will be made on the allocation of 
any remaining funding. (S5O-04600) 

5. Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is giving to 
businesses that have been impacted the most by COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-
04601) 

6. Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government how it supports home working in 
the public sector. (S5O-04602) 

7. Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to stimulate greater 
investment in Scotland’s economy in the wake of COVID-19. (S5O-04603) 

8. Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government how much funding it has 
provided to grassroots music venues in Glasgow since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic. (S5O-04604) 

 

Answers to these and all other portfolio questions can be found in the Official Report 
of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04600
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04601
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04601
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04602
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04603
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04604
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12823&i=115976
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Government initiated question lodged on 17 September 2020  

S5W-31899 Gordon MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what impact the 
COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown restrictions have had on achieving its ambitions 
for Fair Start Scotland. 

Written questions lodged on 17 September 2020  

S5W-31865 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it will 
take to ensure that the Spaces for People programme will be fully evaluated to 
assess (a) value for money and (b) the programme's impact on (i) communities in 
general and (ii) disabled people. 
S5W-31866 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what lessons it 
can learn from the roll-out of Spaces for People regarding the need for effective and 
accessible community consultation, which can be applied to other initiatives. 
S5W-31877 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
some routine dentist treatments are available privately but not to NHS patients. 
S5W-31880 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-
19 cases have been identified as part of a cluster related to licensed premises in 
Aberdeen in August 2020 and Lothian in September; what action it took to deal with 
the impact of each cluster; whether it considers that this action was proportionate 
and, if so, what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-31882 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31381 by Christina McKelvie on 8 September 2020, how 
many of the 9,000 people on low incomes or clinically at risk from COVID-19 who 
received support through the initial £5 million Connecting Scotland project were (a) 
older people, (b) disabled and (c) in other vulnerable categories. 
S5W-31883 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of how the £100 million of funding for employment and skills 
support announced in response to the COVID-19 pandemic will be allocated, and 
how this support package will be implemented. 
S5W-31893 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what restrictions 
will be in place regarding where parent-led baby and toddler groups can meet to 
allow them to resume their services. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31899
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31865
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31866
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31877
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31880
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31882
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31883
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31893
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

