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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 15 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 15 September can be found on page 7 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions relating to COVID-19 on 15 September are included 

at page 6. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 15 September) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has published 
regarding (a) private piano tuition and (b) music tuition in schools during the COVID-
pandemic. 
 

S5W-31515 

John Swinney: All of the Scottish Government safer workplaces guidance can be 
found on our returning to work safely webpage:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-returning-to-
work/pages/employers/. 
 
In particular, people offering private piano tuition are encouraged to follow: 

•  the Coronavirus (COVID-19): general guidance for safer workplaces: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-guidance-for-
safer-workplaces/; 

• the Coronavirus (COVID-19): small and micro businesses guidance: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro-
businesses-guidance/; 

• the Coronavirus (COVID-19: guidance for the performing arts and venues 
sector: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-
the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/ 

• and, where children are being taught, the Coronavirus (COVID-19): organised 
activities for children provisional guidance: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-
for-children/. 

Further guidance on music education in schools is currently being considered by 
Education Scotland and members of the Education Recovery Group, based on the 
scientific advice published on 10 September: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-
education-and-childrens-issues-advice-on-physical-education-music-and-drama-in-
schools/. 
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Until further guidance is published, we would encourage practitioners to follow the 
guidance on preparing for the start of the new school term in August 2020: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-
new-school-term-august-2020-version-2/.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will outline the modelling system that it has used to determine its testing 
programme; how many tests it estimates need to be undertaken to keep key workers 
in post; how it expects testing to be accessed; when all testing will be delivered 
locally; what the anticipated waiting time is (a) for local testing and (b) to receive 
results, and what advice it has issued on how to access tests. 
 

S5W-31500  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the comments regarding care staff by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Sport during the ministerial statement on care homes on 1 September 2020 (Official 
Report, c. 64), what its position is on the level of pay across the social care sector, 
and whether it will abolish the registration fee that must be paid by those working in 
the sector in order to practice. 
 

S5W-31533  
 
Jeane Freeman: Since 2016 we have had a joint policy with COSLA to ensure that 
all adult social care workers are paid at least the real living wage in the context of a 
system that is currently delivered by private, third sector and public employers. We 
also have a long-standing commitment to the principles of Fair Work and are 
currently working with stakeholders to further embed fair work principles and achieve 
better terms and conditions and more rewarding roles for the social care workforce. 
The independent review of adult social care, announced in our Programme for 
Government, will include the consideration of a range of national approaches to adult 
social care. The review will take a human-rights based approach taking into 
consideration fair work and pay of the workforce, funding, governance, 
administration and delivery. 
 
We have no plans to abolish registration fees for registered workers in social care. 
Workers who are required to register with a professional regulator, such as SSSC, 
are required to pay an annual registration fee and that remains the legal position. 
Through emergency legislation, we have taken action to address the payment of 
registration fees for social care workers during the COVID-19 outbreak by extending 
the period of time a new or returning worker is required to pay their fees, from 6 
months to 12 months. SSSC will not remove workers from the Register who are 
unable to pay the annual fee on time but will contact them at a later date if the fee 
remains due. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-2/
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By offering an extended period of time in which to register we hope to encourage 
workers to return to the register during this emergency.  
 
The emergency legislation will remain in place during the current pandemic. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when the United Arab Emirates will be added to the list of 
countries where people do not need to quarantine when returning to Scotland. 
 

S5W-31546  
 
Humza Yousaf: From the outset, we have adopted a public health focused 
approach to the border health measures. The data and evidence we receive to 
inform our decisions on these measures comes from the Public Health England and 
the Joint Biomedical Centre (JBC) via the UK Government. As this data is owned by 
the UK Government, we are not able to publish the analysis on specific countries 
and why countries are or are not on the exemptions list. I have written to the UK 
Government asking them to make the data publicly available. 
 
We are continuously keeping countries under review and where there is clear 
evidence that it is safe to do so, we will add further countries to the exemption list. 
Likewise, if the evidence suggests an exempt country may provide increased risk, 
we will not hesitate to reinstate quarantine arrangements. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether quarantine restrictions for people returning from 
countries such as Greece also apply to people arriving in Scotland from these 
countries via another airport in the UK. 
 

S5W-31582 

Humza Yousaf: The regulations apply to people who live in Scotland and who are 
returning from outside Scotland, as well as to people visiting Scotland, and apply to 
international travellers to Scotland irrespective of their point of entry into the UK.  
 
Travellers must complete an online passenger locator form before travelling, and 
provide contact details, travel details and the address of their final destination. This 
information will be used to contact the individual if they or someone else they have 
travelled with develops coronavirus symptoms, and to check that they are self-
isolating for 14 days after they arrive in Scotland if required to. 
 
There is further guidance on the regulations available here.  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-health-checks-at-borders/pages/overview/
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason COVID-19 restrictions in Glasgow do not extend to the hospitality 
sector. 
 

S5W-31650  
 
Fergus Ewing: There is no one clear driver to the outbreak in the Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde area. Instead there are some significant factors that were found to be 
common to many of the cases. 
 
It is important that local interventions are targeted to the nature and extent of the 
public health risk with due regard to the four harms set out in our COVID-19 
framework for decision making. Any restrictions need to be proportionate, necessary 
and driven by the evidence. Restrictions are kept under constant review to ensure 
than they are not in place any longer than is absolutely necessary 
 
At present, meeting people indoors in hospitality settings is still allowed, but should 
only be carried out in line with existing guidance for customers of the hospitality 
sector - https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-
consumers/pages/tourism-and-hospitality/ 
 
This includes the requirement, from 10 September, for customers within hospitality 
settings to wear a face covering in the queue and inside premises, except when 
eating and drinking. 
 
The number of households who can come together in any social setting – indoors or 
outdoors – has been reduced from 3 to 2 with the maximum number of people in any 
gathering reduced to 6.  
 
We all need to abide by public health guidance and FACTS helps us remember the 
key measures we need to comply with. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when mobile nail technicians will be allowed to 
recommence their services to homes. 
 

S5W-31553  
 
Christina McKelvie: We recognise that this is a difficult time for mobile therapists, 
including nail and beauty technicians.  
 
However, our primary driver is safeguarding public health and wellbeing and 
preventing transmission of the virus. We are currently developing guidance in 
partnership with sectoral trade bodies and health specialists to support mobile close 
contact services to return to work.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-consumers/pages/tourism-and-hospitality/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-consumers/pages/tourism-and-hospitality/
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While we are not yet able to provide a date for when these services will be permitted 
to resume, we will aim to do so as soon as is it safe to do so. In the meantime, 
therapists who operate from a fixed premises – including the practitioner’s own home 
– are currently permitted to do so provided they follow the relevant guidance. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has been approached for a loan by Petroineos in 2020 and, if 
so, (a) on what dates, (b) what meetings or discussions it has had with the company 
regarding this; (c) whether it has asked the company to provide details regarding to 
what extent it has sought to access support from (i) its shareholders and (ii) other 
governments, and (d) what support it has agreed. 
 

S5W-31501  
 
Michael Matheson: As a responsible government, we have spoken to a range of 
businesses and trade unions during the pandemic, and subsequent economic crisis, 
including Petroineos as the operators of the Grangemouth refinery. The downstream 
oil refining sector is experiencing unprecedented challenges globally, as lockdown 
measures have severely supressed demand for product. Given that the refinery is a 
significant employer and a critical manufacturer of fuel supplies in Scotland, it is 
appropriate that the Scottish Government has engaged with the business during this 
challenging economic time. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 15 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following COVID-19 related questions were asked: 
 

1. Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to recent 
figures showing that Scotland’s daily COVID-19 cases are at a four-month high. 
(S5T-02386) 

3. Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the call 
by the Director of ENABLE Scotland for routine testing of all frontline social care key 
workers in all settings. (S5T-02384) 
 

The answers to all Topical questions taken can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 

 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02386
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02384
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12816&i=115883
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Written questions lodged on 15 September 2020 

S5W-31817 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
quarantine measures introduced for travellers from Greece were applied to all parts 
of the country, including the islands, and not just the areas that were affected by 
outbreaks of COVID-19. 
S5W-31821 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government how it defines "regulated 
venue" as set out in its COVID-19 restrictions regarding weddings. 
S5W-31823 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
provide the outdoor learning and youth work sector with the financial support 
required to prevent the permanent closure of outdoor residential centres. 
S5W-31828 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
measures the impact on children’s psychological and developmental wellbeing of its 
current measures to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31829 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what dispensation 
or alternative visitation guidance is being given to families of patients who are 
receiving palliative care during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31817
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31821
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31823
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31828
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31829
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

