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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 4 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 4 September can be found on page 10 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 4 September) 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide greater clarity and specific guidance for people 
and organisations that provide vital services to community groups in community 
centre settings regarding (a) which provisions can restart and (b) the number of 
people who can attend gatherings and meetings. 
 

S5W-31423  
 
Aileen Campbell: The route map sets out when specific services and activities can 
be delivered with accompanying guidance for the safe operating of those services 
available on the Scottish Government’s website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/ For example, registered childcare 
services have been permitted to open from 15 July. The route map also now allows 
some specific services/activities to be delivered within community spaces from 
Monday 3 August. Supporting guidance for re-opening community spaces is 
currently being developed and will be published in due course. We recommend that 
providers of these services wishing to use community spaces should contact the 
owner/landlord in the first instance before resuming services. 
 
For all other services/activities, the existing guidance remains in place at this time, 
which means that other services cannot be provided in these community spaces. 
People should, therefore, regularly review the Scottish Government website for 
further changes and updated guidance. 
 
Public gatherings inside or outside are still prohibited, with some exceptions as set 
out in Scottish Government Guidance. Gatherings or meetings of people are 
permitted where it is from up to five households when outdoors, up to a maximum of 
15 people, or from up to three households when indoors, up to a maximum of 8 
people. If someone from one of those households requires a carer, from another 
household, to assist them for their health and wellbeing, that carer is also permitted 
to attend. 
 
The Scottish Government is regularly reviewing the rules and route map alongside 
the latest scientific evidence and our progress in containing the virus, and they will 
not be in place any longer than is necessary. We thank the public for playing their 
part in keeping themselves and others safe. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/


2 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
long-term funding and support is in place for charities post COVID-19 to ensure that 
they can continue providing support at a (a) local and (b) national level. 
 

S5W-31404  
 
Aileen Campbell: The £350m Community Fund, of which £100m has been 
committed to the third sector, has been delivered rapidly, ahead of other parts of the 
UK, and to a much greater scale. 
 
Programme for Government announced a Third Sector and Communities Recovery 
fund, which will support organisations to transition to sustainable income streams. 
Details will be announced in the next few weeks. 
 
The Scottish Government has committed to seek to extend three-year rolling funding 
where possible and we are actively progressing this work. To provide early certainty, 
our practice is wherever possible to confirm future grant offers before the preceding 
funding period ends. While local support will normally be responsibility of the Local 
Authority, we hope to lead by example and would encourage all funders to consider 
longer term funding options. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when (a) youth clubs, (b) drama groups and (c) other 
similar organisation will be permitted to hire out venues such as church halls. 
 

S5W-31335  
 
Aileen Campbell: I recognise the breadth of different activities that take place within 
church halls and community centres, and understand they are significant assets to 
faith groups and local communities alike. In many instances, these halls have played 
a significant role in Scotland’s response to Covid-19, hosting essential volunteer 
services including the preparation and provision of emergency food and household 
supplies. 
 
Church halls and community centres are able to reopen for any activity that is 
currently permitted to resume as part of Scotland’s route map out of lockdown. 
Organisers of those permitted activities should follow the relevant sector guidance 
for the particular activity taking place. 
 
At this time, permitted activities include, but are not limited to, the delivery of 
essential non-NHS support services, provision of regulated childcare services and 
the delivery of some community learning and development services. Further 
activities will be permitted as we move through the route map out of lockdown. 
 
I appreciate that the hiring out of these buildings is vital to sustain their upkeep and I 
know that they host indoor activities that are of huge value to children, young people 
and families across Scotland. On 20 August the First Minister announced that 
unregulated children’s activities will be allowed to resume from the 31 August. The 
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scope of unregulated children’s activity is wide and will allow for the resumption of 
activities such as youth clubs and youth drama clubs. Appropriate guidance should 
be followed by any organiser opening for these activities. 
 
In line with the route map, non-professional drama groups involving adult participants 
should not currently meet indoors unless the gathering is of three households or 
fewer. Guidance has been published for the performing arts and venues sector, and 
adult drama groups should refer to it before restarting any activity. 
 
I would urge anyone responsible for managing a community centre or church hall to 
consult the upcoming safe opening and use of community centre guidance, which 
will be published on the Scottish Government website in the near future. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on whether it is 
considering relaxing the restrictions on the maximum number of people allowed to 
attend church. 
 

S5W-31321  
 
Aileen Campbell: On the 20 August, we reviewed the current restrictions limiting the 
number of people allowed to attend a place of worship. Giving consideration to 
Scotland’s broader position regarding virus suppression and to minimise overall 
harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be suppressed, it was 
decided on balance to maintain the current limit of 50 people in line with two metre 
physical distancing guidelines. 
 
I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31084 on 18 August 2020 
detailing the reasoning behind the current restriction on numbers. 
 
We remain committed to ensuring that these restrictions last no longer than is 
necessary and we will consider them again, on 10 September, as part of the next 
three weekly review set out in the Framework for Decision Making. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what measures it is considering to allow communion 
services to resume, and whether it is planning to issue any updated guidelines to 
churches to ensure that this can be carried out safely. 
 

S5W-31322  
 
Aileen Campbell: I recognise the difficulty in having been unable to fully come 
together within places of worship since the start of lockdown in March. Over the 
recent months the Scottish Government has worked closely with faith communities to 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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produce guidance to support places of worship to reopen in line with restrictions, 
including for the latest easement on the 15 July, which allowed for the resumption of 
communal worship. 
 
The intention of the places of worship guidance is for it be used as an overarching 
non-prescriptive framework, and the principles and expectations set out in the 
guidance – including those relating to physical distancing and hygiene safeguards - 
should be incorporated into faith-specific guidance, expanding on them where 
appropriate. 
 
When interpreting the guidance on the safe use of places of worship, we ask that 
faith communities take a common sense approach. It is for faith communities to 
determine what faith-specific practices, which may include communion, are essential 
and how they can be done in a way that is safe and in accordance with the guidance. 
Decisions on reopening that are made by places of worship should be taken in the 
spirit of achieving the collective aim of keeping transmission rates low and 
communities safe. 
 
We will continue to work closely with Scotland’s faith communities as we move 
towards fully reopening places of worship as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what criteria will be in place for holiday 
clubs that plan to open during the October 2020 school holidays. 
 

S5W-31339 

Maree Todd: Holiday clubs may be delivered by either regulated childcare providers 
or by sports or activity providers.  
 
If the club is providing regulated childcare, they will require to follow the guidance 
published for reopening school age childcare or early learning and childcare services 
(depending on the age group).  
 
If they are providing an activity which takes place outdoors they will be able to 
operate if they: 
•      are providing organised children's sporting activity and can operate within the 
guidance from their regulated body of sport; or 
•      are providing a community learning and development service, such as youth 
work, and are able to operate within the guidance for this sector; or 
•      are providing organised outdoor play activity in line with the existing public 
health guidance for meeting outdoors (observing rules around number of households 
and maximum number of people)  
 
If they are providing an organised indoor activity for children they should follow the 
guidance published. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-early-learning-and-childcare-services/pages/risk-assessment-and-support-for-specific-groups/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-staying-safe-and-protecting-others/pages/sports-culture-and-leisure-activities/#Organised%20outdoor%20sport%20for%20children%20and%20young%20people
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-community-learning-and-development-sector/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
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Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the revised plans for the 2020-21 exam season will be 
(a) confirmed and (b) announced by the Education Recovery Group. 
 

S5W-31359  
 
John Swinney: We are taking action to prepare arrangements for the assessment of 
national qualifications in 2021. The Scottish Qualifications Authority has consulted on 
potential modifications to qualifications and the 2021 exam timetable. The responses 
to these consultations are currently being considered and a decision will be 
announced as soon as possible following that. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it received regarding proposals to moderate 
exam results ahead of the proposed results being shared on 30 July 2020, and 
whether it will place copies of this in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 
(SPICe). 
 

S5W-31361  
 
John Swinney: I was briefed on the alternative certification model when the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority (SQA) published their outline approach, and I received a 
verbal briefing on 30 July on the detail of the process. 
 
Professor Mark Priestley is already looking at the events leading up the SQA awards 
on 4 August. The review will be provided with correspondence between the SQA and 
myself. Professor Priestley will provide a report on his findings in September. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government on what date it was made aware of the difference in exam 
moderation rates in different areas of affluence, and whether it will place a copy of 
the notification in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe). 
 

S5W-31363  
 
John Swinney: I was informed of the broad outcomes from the 2020 SQA national 
qualifications on 30 July. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information regarding moderated exam results was 
shared with (a) the Education Recovery Group and (b) other stakeholders ahead of 
the initial release of the results. 
 

S5W-31362  
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John Swinney: I confirm that detailed information relating to the moderation 
outcome was not shared with either the Education Recovery Group or other 
stakeholders in advance of publication of the Scottish Qualifications Authority results 
on 4 August. This is consistent with the treatment of exam results and awarding 
methodology employed in previous years. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it planned to use a similar system of moderation for 
the 2020-21 exams before it announced that “details will be provided separately 
before schools return on 11 August, regarding the approach for the assessment of 
national qualifications for the 2020-21 session”. 
 

S5W-31365  
 
John Swinney: The Education Recovery Group, which I chair, is continuing to 
consider the recovery phase of the education system, including delivery of the 
assessment of national qualifications in 2020-2021.  
 
The Scottish Qualifications Authority recently consulted on potential modifications to 
qualifications and the 2021 exam timetable and the outcomes will be published as 
soon as possible. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions and/or correspondence it had with the SQA 
after it was informed about the outcome of the moderated exam results, and whether 
it will place details of this in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe). 
 

S5W-31364  
 
John Swinney: Under the Education (Scotland) Act 1996, I directed the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority (SQA) to reverse all downgraded results to the original 
teacher estimates and to retain those results which were upgraded by SQA as set 
out in my statement to Parliament on 11 August. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason children are allowed to interact outwith a 
set social bubble in large outdoor gatherings but unable to do so when at school. 
 

S5W-31411  
 
John Swinney: Guidance on school reopening has been informed by the advice of 
the Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues and developed in 
partnership with the Education Recovery Group. It sets out a range of important 
mitigations to allow schools to reopen safely and minimise risks for pupils and staff. 
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There are sound reasons for approaches to physical distancing and group 
gatherings to vary in different contexts, including the drawing of judgements about 
cumulative risk across the whole of society and the features of distinct environments.  
 
In the school environment there is the potential for significantly larger numbers of 
children and young people to come together and mix on a daily basis than is 
normally the case in wider society. Our guidance on school reopening makes clear 
that, by keeping children and young people in consistent groups in the school 
environment wherever possible, the risks of direct transmission are reduced, and 
there can be quicker identification of those who need to self-isolate in the event of an 
outbreak, thus potentially reducing the overall number of children, young people and 
staff who cannot attend school in the event of a positive test for COVID-19. 
 
Our school reopening guidance remains under constant review, as does advice on 
households meeting outside of school settings. If fresh scientific evidence emerges 
or the path of the virus alters, we will update guidance accordingly to ensure the 
safety of school communities and the general public. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it received about the tolerable range that was 
employed by the SQA ahead of the exam results moderation. 
 

S5W-31360  
 
John Swinney: I commissioned the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) to 
develop an alternative approach to certification in the absence of the 2020 exam 
diet, consistent with their role as an independent awarding body. I was informed of 
the moderation outcome on 30 July 2020. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether baby and toddler classes that adults have to 
attend are included in the indoor activities that can resume on 31 August 2020 and, if 
so, whether it will provide guidance regarding (a) restrictions on numbers and (b) the 
use of PPE. 
 

S5W-31350  
 
Maree Todd: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport on 19 August 
2020 (Official Report, c. 10), how many (a) face-to-face and (b) virtual GP 
appointments have been conducted in each month since March 2020, broken down 
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by NHS board; what action is being taken to restore the full face-to-face service, and 
by what date this will be in place. 
 

S5W-31293  
 
Jeane Freeman: Information on face-to-face appointments is not held centrally by 
the Scottish Government as GP practices are responsible for their own patient 
appointment and consultation arrangements.  
 
Detailed information on Near Me consultations in GP practices by board by week can 
be found on SPICe, reference 61752. Not all virtual consultations use Near Me and 
there are also telephone consultations.  
 
While the number of virtual appointments will have risen during the pandemic, GP 
practices could adopt virtual or other forms of remote working before the pandemic 
and there is no "full face-to-face service" as such to restore. GP practices are 
encouraged to retain any new ways of working developed during the pandemic 
which support access, quality, inclusivity, and continuity of patient care. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has determined a date for the safe reopening of indoor 
trampoline parks. 
 

S5W-31426 

Joe FitzPatrick: The First Minister outlined in her statement on 20 August that from 
Monday 31 August indoor sport and leisure facilities can reopen with physical 
distancing and enhanced hygiene measures in place. 
 
The Scottish Government have produced new guidance for the opening of indoor 
sport and leisure facilities with physical distancing and hygiene measures. This new 
guidance, created in collaboration with the sport and leisure sector will provide staff 
and customers with the confidence that it’s safe to return. To view the guidance 
please visit the Scottish Government website. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to include secondary schools in its winter 
flu vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-31389  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is continuing to review the effectiveness 
of the childhood seasonal flu programme, as per the approach previously agreed by 
the four nations of the UK. We will be led by the best clinical evidence on whether 
eligibility should be extended further. 
 
Since that approach was defined, the UK Government has decided to extend 
eligibility to Year 7 – their first year of secondary school. This brings their position in 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-sport-and-leisure-facilities/
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line with Scotland, as both administrations now vaccinate their seven youngest 
school year groups. 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many positive results from tests for COVID-19 there were on each 
day between 26 July and 19 August 2020, also expressed as a percentage of the 
total number of tests carried out in each NHS board area. 
 

S5W-31358  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether NHS workers are being routinely tested for 
COVID-19 in the same way that professional footballers are. 
 

S5W-31348  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
individual risk assessments were carried out before hospital patients who had tested 
(a) positive and (b) negative for COVID-19 were discharged to care homes or to be 
cared for at their own homes. 
 

S5W-31347  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
overall risk assessment was carried out on the potential impact of the policy decision 
that resulted in hospital patients who had tested positive for COVID-19 being 
discharged to care homes or to be cared for at their own homes, and whether it will 
publish this. 
 

S5W-31346  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when Pilates instructors will be allowed to recommence 1:1 
rehabilitative therapy sessions. 
 

S5W-31341  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 4 September 2020 
 
S5W-31589 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking 
to enforce the use of face coverings in secondary schools. 
S5W-31591 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what (a) mental 
health and (b) practical support will be provided to patients who are experiencing 
delays to treatment as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak, and whether it has 
considered establishing a centralised resource where people can access information 
about waiting times. 
S5W-31593 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government what progress has 
been made in establishing a Places of Worship fund, and whether this will be 
available at some point in 2020, as was planned prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31597 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether the Green 
Recovery Plan for the Islands that was announced in the Programme for 
Government is in addition to, or part of, the funding committed in the National Islands 
Plan. 
S5W-31598 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-31447 by Jeane Freeman on 3 September 2020, on how many 
occasions a COVID-19 mobile testing unit has visited (a) Helensburgh, (b) 
Dumbarton and (c) Vale of Leven, broken down by (i) date and (ii) the number of 
people seen. 
S5W-31599 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-31447 by Jeane Freeman on 3 September 2020, what steps it is 
taking to provide permanent COVID-19 testing facilities in the Dumbarton 
constituency. 
S5W-31600 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
mobile testing units have closed during advertised operational hours because of a 
lack of booked appointments, broken down by (a) date and (b) location. 
S5W-31601 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether the COVID-19 
mobile testing units will test young people under the age of 18. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31589
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31591
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31593
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31597
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31598
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31599
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31600
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31601
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

