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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 3 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 3 September can be found on page 10 of this 
document. 
 
A link to Oral Questions on 3 September, are included at page 9. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 3 September) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when (a) youth clubs, (b) drama groups and (c) other 
similar organisation will be permitted to hire out venues such as church halls. 
 

S5W-31335  
 

Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what measures it is considering to allow communion 
services to resume, and whether it is planning to issue any updated guidelines to 
churches to ensure that this can be carried out safely. 
 

S5W-31322  
 

Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on whether it is 
considering relaxing the restrictions on the maximum number of people allowed to 
attend church. 
 

S5W-31321  
 

Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
carried out in light of rising unemployment associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31371  



2 

 
Jamie Hepburn: Analysis of the unprecedented social and economic impacts of 
COVID-19 and ensuring we respond appropriately could not be higher on the 
Scottish Government’s agenda. 
 
Our published Labour Market Monthly Briefings following the official statistics 
publications draw upon a range of labour market indicators and provide an up to 
date assessment of how Scotland’s labour market is being shaped by the pandemic. 
We also utilise latest data from the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, among other 
sources, as indicators of jobs at risk in our economy, across regions and sectors, 
and among groups within our labour market.    
 
We have examined and published scenarios of how unemployment could rise in 
Scotland in the Chief Economist’s State of the Economy report in April and Monthly 
Economic Brief in June, and published analysis of groups in our labour market 
expected to be most impacted by the pandemic.  
 
We have already announced a £100m package of employment and skills support to 
respond to some of the challenges highlighted by our analysis to date. We will 
continue to closely monitor changes in Scotland’s labour market and draw upon 
external expertise, such as through the Enterprise and Skills Strategic Board and 
Advisory Group on Economic Recovery, to shape our response to this crisis. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a breakdown of how the £97 
million of consequentials from the UK Government's culture and heritage support 
package has been spent in Scotland. 
 

S5W-31438 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Following my announcement on 28 August of a new £59 million 
package of support for the culture and heritage sectors in Scotland, the total 
announcements arising from the £97 million consequentials is now £81.47 million.  
 
A breakdown of this funding is as follows: 
 

Purpose Amount £ 
millions 

Culture Organisations and Venues Recovery Fund 15 

Events organisations and their supply chains 10 

Financial hardship faced by creative freelancers 5 

Creative work from artists that will make a significant contribution to 
Scotland’s recovery from Covid-19. 

5 

Museums Recovery and Resilience Fund  4  

Not-for-profit and independent cinemas 3.5  

Youth arts including the Youth Music Initiative  3  

Performing Arts Venue Relief Fund  2.5  

Grassroots Music Venues Stabilisation Fund  2.2  
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Historic Environment Scotland to reopen its properties and protect jobs 21.3 

Support for heritage organisations through committed grants 5.9 

The National Trust for Scotland 3.8 

New Lanark World Heritage Site 0.27 

 
On top of this, £10 million had already been allocated to the Performing Arts Venues 
Fund before the UK Government funding was announced.  
 
The remaining funds will be allocated to top-up pressure on funds already announced 
and for other proposals still being discussed with the sector. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance it is giving to universities and colleges 
regarding residential living for students where halls or shared flats have more than 
three households living in the same accommodation. 
 

S5W-31391  
 

Richard Lochhead: On 1 September 2020, the Scottish Government published the 
‘Coronavirus (COVID-19): universities, colleges and student accommodation 
providers guidance’, which came into effect immediately. 
 
The guidance: 
 
• Reiterated the importance of forming and adhering to established and agreed 
student households to mitigate the risk of infection and reduce the size of any 
outbreaks which may occur.  
• Explained that 

o Where accommodation is provided in the form of flats with shared cooking 
and bathroom facilities each “cluster flat” will normally be considered a household. 

o If student accommodation is provided in a different format, for example 
longer corridors of single rooms, the composition of “household” will be informed by 
the areas shared by groups of students. In these circumstances, the size of the 
household should be considered carefully to ensure students can access facilities 
safely and in line with physical distancing guidelines. 
• Set out requirements in relation to physical distancing in accommodation, the use 
of face coverings and enhanced clearing regimes for all shared areas of cluster flats. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of single-use PPE (a) 
becoming litter and (b) contaminating public litter bins in light of it being classified as 
hazardous waste. 
 

S5W-31332  
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Roseanna Cunningham: We are aware of the increased concerns about single-use 
face coverings and glove littering. Littering of any kind is a criminal offence and 
completely unacceptable.  
 
Face coverings and gloves used by the general public are not classified as 
hazardous waste. Disposable face coverings and gloves can, and should, be 
disposed of in a general waste or litter bin. Scottish Government’s Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Phase 3: Staying Safe and Protecting others guidance has been 
updated to include information for the public on the correct disposal of face 
coverings and gloves. 
 
Zero Waste Scotland have developed additional communication material 
encouraging use of reusable face coverings and appropriate disposal of single-use 
face coverings and gloves. 
 
Extra precautions on disposal of personal waste are necessary if someone in a 
household has, or suspects that they have, Covid-19. These precautions are set out 
in relevant Health Protection Scotland and NHS Inform guidance and the Scottish 
Government’s Phase 3: Staying Safe and Protecting others guidance.  
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether funding will be made available for pop-up 
PPE bins. 
 

S5W-31333  
 

Roseanna Cunningham: There would only be a need for pop-up or separate PPE 
bins if this type of waste needed to be segregated, which is not generally necessary. 
The face coverings or gloves worn by members of the public can safely be disposed 
of in the general waste bin. There are, as you would expect, separate disposal 
procedures in place for healthcare settings.  
 
Extra precautions on disposal of personal waste are also necessary if someone in a 
household has, or suspects that they have, Covid-19. These precautions are set out 
in relevant Health Protection Scotland and NHS Inform guidance and the Scottish 
Government’s Phase 3: Staying Safe and Protecting others guidance. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will publish guidance regarding restarting day care services and support for older 
people who have been isolated during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31018  
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Jeane Freeman: The guidance to support the safe re-opening and delivery of 
building-based day services for adults was published on the 31 August on the 
Scottish Government website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-
care-building-based-day-services/ 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-30898 by Jeane Freeman on 6 August 2020, 
whether the distance noted from Dumbarton to Port Glasgow is actually 16 miles by 
road and not 5.5 miles as indicated, which appears to be the distance measured in a 
straight line. 
 

S5W-31137  
 

Jeane Freeman: The distance measured of 5.5 was in error, this should have read 
15.5 miles between Port Glasgow and Dumbarton. I offer the member my apologies 
for that error and gratitude to her for the opportunity to provide a correction. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason it has not issued advice in response to reports that COVID-19 can infect 
through the eyes. 
 

S5W-30921  
 

Jeane Freeman: There is some evidence that Covid-19 may cause conjunctivitis. 
Although this appears to be rare, eye health care professionals have been made 
aware that this can occur. There may be an increased risk of direct transmission 
through touching the eyes or tears during examination, however there no specific 
precautions are required beyond routine infection prevention and control practices, 
such as PPE, washing hands and appropriate disinfection of surfaces and 
instruments. 
 
Our current understanding remains that COVID-19 is primarily transmitted through 
respiratory droplets (coughing or sneezing) directly into the mucous areas of 
individuals; or contact with contaminated surfaces which are then spread to the nose 
or mouth by touch. 
 
Guidance for optometry and optometrists, including on the use of eye protection, is 
also included within the Primary Care Guidance https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-
resources-container/covid-19-advice-for-dental-teams/ 
 
Our actions will continue to develop in response to what the scientific community 
learn about the virus. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will provide permanent local COVID-19 testing facilities in the Dumbarton 
constituency. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-care-building-based-day-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-care-building-based-day-services/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-advice-for-dental-teams/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-advice-for-dental-teams/
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S5W-31447  

 
Jeane Freeman: We deploy mobile test units to sites in agreement with local and 
regional resilience partnerships who work closely with local public health teams and 
local authorities to identify locations either where there is specific need for testing to 
manage outbreaks and clusters or to widen community access to testing.  
 
In terms of access for Dumbarton residents we have a Mobile Test Unit in Port 
Glasgow, the regional test site in Glasgow Airport and a mobile unit which regularly 
visits Helensburgh. However, we continue to keep locations under review. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to reports that residents in the Lothian 
region have been unable to access COVID-19 tests due to a lack of availability of 
slots at testing centres, and what action it will take to address this. 
 

S5W-31435  
 

Jeane Freeman: Over the week commencing 21 August there was a significant 
increase in demand for testing, some of it associated with the re-opening of schools. 
 
This led to issues with the booking portal. We brought these to the attention of the 
UK Government and have worked with them and National Services Scotland to 
rectify this. 
 
In addition we were made aware that the Edinburgh Regional Testing Centre had to 
be closed on 25 August due to high winds, although it re-opened the following day. 
 
Demand for testing fluctuates for a range of reasons. With winter pressures on the 
testing system in mind, we have been taking forward plans to expand existing 
capacity by: 
 
• Deploying additional mobile testing units 
• Increasing the number of tests that can be carried out at regional testing centres 
• Utilising additional NHS testing capacity, for example by activating additional drive-
through facilities 
• Establishing new walk-in centres across Scotland: initially 11 of these are planned 
 
Alternatively, home test kits are available through the UK Expanded Testing 
Programme and can be booked via the UK online digital portal, and are an option 
where people seeking a test are unable to attend a fixed drive-through centre or 
mobile testing unit. As with all COVID-19 related measures, we will continue to keep 
access to testing under regular review. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31285 by Jeane Freeman on 19 
August 2020, whether if it will publish the latest information on the positive COVID-
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19 tests identified as part of the Aberdeen City cluster, broken down by (a) date of 
symptom onset and (b) local authority area. 
 

S5W-31317  
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31285 by Jeane Freeman on 19 
August 2020, whether it will publish the recommendations of the Incident 
Management Team that were brought forward on 18 August in relation to statutory 
control measures in the city of Aberdeen. 
 

S5W-31316  
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31285 by Jeane Freeman on 19 
August 2020, for what reason it rejected the recommendations of the Incident 
Management Team that hospitality premises in Aberdeen should be opened on a 
phased basis, with lower-risk settings opening on 22 August, and higher-risk settings 
on 26 August. 
 

S5W-31315  
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31285 by Jeane Freeman on 19 
August 2020, for what reason it rejected the recommendations of the Incident 
Management Team that restrictions on movement (a) in and out of Aberdeen and (b) 
on visiting other households should be lifted on 22 August. 
 

S5W-31314  
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport on 19 August 
2020 (Official Report, c. 10), how many (a) face-to-face and (b) virtual GP 
appointments have been conducted in each month since March 2020, broken down 
by NHS board; what action is being taken to restore the full face-to-face service, and 
by what date this will be in place. 
 

S5W-31293  
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible.  
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ORAL QUESTIONSON 3 September 2020 

Portfolio Questions 
 
Communities and Local Government 
 
1. Gail Ross: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to local 
authorities in their response to COVID-19. ( S5O-04533 ) 
2. Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government what further support local 
authorities can provide to communities and community organisations to continue to 
protect the most vulnerable and older people during the COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-
04534 ) 
3. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
empower local authorities to make decisions that will strengthen their communities 
as they move on following the COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-04535 ) 
4. Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what its response has been to 
reports that many community facilities run by charitable trusts are on the verge of 
collapse due to reduced income caused by the lockdown conditions. ( S5O-04536 ) 
5. Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support it is 
providing to strengthen communities in light of the challenges that many face as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-04537 ) 
6. Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of 
the impact of the cost of the COVID-19 response and recovery measures for local 
government on the delivery of other council services. ( S5O-04538 ) 
8. Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to prevent an 
increase in homelessness as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. ( S5O-04540 ) 
 
Social Security and Older People 
 
6. Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government what role ministers have played in 
ensuring that the human rights of older people are being protected during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-04546 ) 
8. Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions the 
minister for older people has had with the health secretary regarding allowing more 
visitors and increasing social interaction for older people who are self-
isolating. ( S5O-04548 ) 
 
 

Answers to these and all other Portfolio Questions can be found in the Official Report 
of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04533
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04534
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04534
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04535
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04536
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04537
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04538
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04540
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04546
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04548
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12787&i=115628
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Written questions lodged on 3 September 2020 

S5W-31546 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when the United 
Arab Emirates will be added to the list of countries where people do not need to 
quarantine when returning to Scotland. 
S5W-31550 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is planning to 
announce any additional funding for the NHS to tackle winter pressures in 2020. 
S5W-31551 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what methods of delivery it 
will use to administer the seasonal flu vaccine in 2020. 
S5W-31552 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, whether it plans to administer the 2020 seasonal flu vaccine at drive-
through centres. 
S5W-31553 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when mobile nail 
technicians will be allowed to recommence their services to homes. 
S5W-31554 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
dental aerosol-generating procedures will be allowed to recommence. 
S5W-31561 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government what the expected 
timescale is for contact tracers to get in touch with people who have tested positive 
for COVID-19 to begin the process of identifying close contacts.  
S5W-31562 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government how people who 
have tested positive for COVID-19 can pro-actively get in touch with contract tracers 
in situations where they are concerned about the length of time it is taking for health 
protection teams to contact them for the purposes of identifying close contacts. 
S5W-31566 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure 
that mental and physical health services are given equal consideration during the 
process of triaging treatments based on clinical need, as part of the remobilisation of 
NHS services. 
S5W-31582 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
quarantine restrictions for people returning from countries such as Greece also apply 
to people arriving in Scotland from these countries via another airport in the UK. 
S5W-31583 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government when it will provide 
guidance for the reopening of venues that are not explicitly sport or leisure facilities 
but previously accommodated dance classes, such as church or community halls, in 
order that teaching can resume as soon and as safely as possible. 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31546
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31550
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31551
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31552
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31553
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31554
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31561
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31562
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31566
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31582
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31583
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

