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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 2 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 2 September can be found on page 5 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 2 September are 

included at page 4. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 2 September) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish 
National Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide the 
scientific evidence that restricts distancing in bingo halls to two metres but to one 
metre in public houses and restaurants. 
 

S5W-31415  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Scottish Government advice is to stay two metres away from other 
people. On 9 July the First Minister advised Parliament that in a limited number of 
sectors, we will allow an exception to be made to the requirement for two metre 
physical distancing. However that will be subject to strict conditions that are tailored 
to the circumstances of each sector. With every restriction that we lift, the risk 
increases, especially as we start to permit more indoor activity.  
 
There is a process in place to consider any requests for an exemption to be made, 
with an assessment against the four harms including, broader health, economic and 
social effects. Officials have discussed this process with the Bingo Association. 
Exemptions are considered by the First Minister who also considers the need to 
manage the risk of cumulative exceptions eroding the general requirement of two 
metres, with a consequential increased risk of transmission more generally. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-30524 by Jamie Hepburn on 31 July 2020, 
what discussions it has had with local authorities regarding the support that can be 
offered to showpeople and funfair organisers, and whether these discussions 
included the consideration of reducing or temporarily suspending charges for 
funfairs. 
 

S5W-31066  
 
Jamie Hepburn: We are in regular dialogue with local authorities regarding the 
impact of the pandemic. Support for showpeople and funfair organisers and the 
reduction or suspensions of charges for funfairs has not been an explicit part of 
these discussions. Separately, the Scottish Government has issued non-statutory 



2 

guidance to licensing authorities in respect of how licensing applications for travelling 
funfairs should be considered sensitively, pragmatically and timeously where 
possible given the current situation.   
 
We continue to engage with fairgrounds and showpeople and worked with them on 
our guidance, which enabled safe re-opening on 24 August. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when adult respite residential services will be allowed to 
reopen. 
 

S5W-31098  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will introduce a reporting system to allow people 
to raise concerns about others breaking the quarantine rules. 
 

S5W-31353  
 
Humza Yousaf: There are no plans to introduce a separate reporting system for 
people to report concerns about others breaking the quarantine rules. We expect 
people to abide by the rules that have been put in place in order to protect public 
health and, ultimately, save lives. This ‘self-policing’ approach has proved successful 
throughout our efforts against coronavirus and a large majority of the population 
appear to be complying with the quarantine arrangements.  
 
If individuals have concerns that others are not self-isolating, they can contact the 
Police through the 101 number or via the contact form on Police Scotland’s website 
at https://www.scotland.police.uk/. Public Health Scotland are also conducting follow 
up calls and emails with those self-isolating and refer any concerns they have to the 
Police. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much has been made available for permanent active travel infrastructure in the 
2020-21 Places for Everyone budget. 
 

S5W-31351  
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Michael Matheson: The Places for Everyone programme received a grant allocation 
of up to £54.2 million in financial year 2020-21. £39.0 million of this has since been 
utilised to support the Spaces for People fund. 
 
Therefore, £15.2 million is available for delivery of permanent active travel 
infrastructure through the 2020-21 Places for Everyone programme. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 2 SEPTEMBER 2020 

First Minister’s Questions 
 
The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 
 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04328) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04329) 

3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04330) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04331) 

5. Christine Grahame: To ask the First Minister, in light of the approach of colder 
weather, reports of an increase in the COVID-19 transmission rate and concerns 
regarding some people not wearing face coverings in shops and public transport, 
how many fines have been issued for failing to comply with the face covering rules 
since they became mandatory and enforceable by the police. (S5F-04336) 

6. Brian Whittle: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government's response 
is to reports that police call-outs for people experiencing severe mental distress have 
increased by up to 25% during the lockdown. (S5F-04341) 

7. Jackie Baillie: To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish Government is 
taking to ensure that the Test and Protect system is functioning effectively. (S5F-
04344) 
 
Answers to these and all other questions taken by the First Minister can be found in 
the Official Report of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04328
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04329
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04330
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04331
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04336
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04341
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04344
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04344
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12782&i=115579
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Written questions lodged on 2 September 2020 

S5W-31535 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it has 
taken to ensure that COVID-19 events sector funding has been rural-proofed. 
S5W-31536 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether traders and crafters have been excluded from the criteria that would allow 
them to access COVID-19 events sector funding. 
S5W-31543 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what online 
teaching provision it is implementing for children who have to self-isolate at home 
due to COVID-19 symptoms. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31535
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31536
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31543
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

