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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 31 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 31 August can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 31 August) 

 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 

Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review into border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-31487 
 

Humza Yousaf: We have continued to review the health measures closely over the 
last three weeks and have assessed that there remains a requirement for them to 
remain in place to reduce the risk of transmission and safeguard health. There will be 
no changes to the regulations at this stage, but we will continue to review both the 
country and sector exemptions on an ongoing basis and make any future adjustments 
as necessary. 

 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether local authorities can suspend consideration of major planning 
developments if community councils or tenants' and residents' associations are unable 
to participate in community consultations. 
 

S5W-31355 
 

Kevin Stewart: It would be for a planning authority to consider in the individual 
circumstances of a case whether there was a reason to delay or suspend processing 
of an application. Where a planning authority does not process a validly made planning 
application for national or major development in accordance with statutory timescales, 
the applicant has a right of appeal to the Scottish Ministers on the grounds of non-
determination. 
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The Scottish Government has published advice about the operation of the planning 
system during COVID-19 via a series of Chief Planner letters 
(https://www.gov.scot/collections/chief-planner-letters/) and in the form of ‘Frequently 
Asked Questions’ (available on the Scottish Government website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-development-management---
frequently-asked-questions/). 
 
The advice encourages planning authorities to continue to process applications as far 
as possible during the pandemic, whilst stressing the need to ensure there are 
opportunities for public engagement, and that parties should develop pragmatic 
approaches to such engagement and to the extension of consultation timescales when 
necessary. 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance has been given to local authorities regarding public 
consultation on planning developments, while in-person meetings and exhibitions 
cannot presently take place. 
 

S5W-31356 
 

Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government has published a number of pieces of 
guidance to planning authorities and others regarding the operation of the system 
during the pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government’s Chief Planner and I jointly issued letters on 3 April and 29 
May indicating the importance of the continued function of the planning system during 
the pandemic and acknowledging the challenges for the various parties involved.  
 
These letters highlight the importance of continued public engagement, and point to 
the use of online information and virtual meetings, and to the need for parties to adopt 
new engagement techniques and to take a pragmatic approach generally. The letter 
of 29 May includes a link to the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ guidance mentioned in 
the answer to S5W-31355 on 31 August 2020. The letters are available on the Scottish 
Government website (3 April: https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-procedures-
and-covid-19/; and 29 May: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---
planning-procedures---chief-planner-letter-may-2020/). 
 
There is specific guidance on conducting pre-application consultation (PAC) on 
national and major developments during the pandemic, which is available on the 
Scottish Government website: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-planning-guidance-on-pre-application-consultations-for-public-events/. 
 
Advice is also available on development planning consultation and engagement during 
the pandemic. Again this can be viewed on the Scottish Government website: 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/chief-planner-letters/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-development-management---frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-development-management---frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-procedures-and-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-procedures-and-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---planning-procedures---chief-planner-letter-may-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---planning-procedures---chief-planner-letter-may-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-planning-guidance-on-pre-application-consultations-for-public-events/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-planning-guidance-on-pre-application-consultations-for-public-events/
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-development-planning-
consultation-and-engagement-advice---may-2020/. 
 
We have also published examples of digital engagement and digital options regarding 
tools for consulting with the public. These can be viewed on the Scottish Government 
website: https://www.transformingplanning.scot/digital-planning/digital-engagement/. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consultation it has had with community councils and tenants' and 
residents' associations regarding their ability to respond to statutory planning 
consultations while they are presently unable to meet in person. 
 

S5W-31357 
 

Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government has been liaising with COSLA, Community 
Council Liaison Officers and the Improvement Service to better understand how 
community council activities have been affected nationally during the Covid-19 
pandemic, including their ability to respond to planning consultations.  
 
Tenants’ and residents’ associations are not subject to specific statutory consultation 
requirements in the planning application and development planning processes; though 
we recognise that they may be involved in, for example, early engagement on 
development plans, responding to plan consultations, pre-application consultation, or 
responding to consultations on individual applications.  
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) marquees, (b) tents, (c) 
undercover shelters, (d) canvas coverings and (d) pods are classed as indoor areas 
in relation to its (i) current COVID-19 guidance and (ii) route map for exiting COVID-
19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-31320 
 

Michael Russell: The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020, as amended, give legal effect to the COVID-19 restrictions set out 
in the Route Map.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-development-planning-consultation-and-engagement-advice---may-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-development-planning-consultation-and-engagement-advice---may-2020/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/digital-planning/digital-engagement/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 6) 
Regulations 2020, which allowed outdoor hospitality businesses to re-open on 6 July 
2020, introduced a definition of "indoors" into the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. The Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 8) Regulations 2020 then allowed indoor 
hospitality businesses to re-open on 15 July.  
 
This definition of indoors, which continues to be used for the purpose of the restriction 
on public gatherings in regulation 6(1), sets out that a place is indoors if it is considered 
to be wholly or substantially enclosed for the purposes of section 4(2) of the Smoking, 
Health and Social Care (Scotland) Act 2005 under the Prohibition of Smoking in 
Certain Premises (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 

 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it will publish guidance on when community choirs can 
resume rehearsing. 
 

S5W-31352 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Scottish Government guidance for the safe re-opening of performing 
arts was published on 21 August and is available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-
arts-and-venues-sector/pages/overview/.  Non-professional singers should only sing 
in groups outdoors, not indoors. Outdoor activities, including rehearsals and seated 
live events, have been allowed to re-commence from 24 August in accordance with 
physical distancing and hygiene guidance for events – available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/. 
 
The remaining restrictions on groups’ indoor singing will be kept under review as the 
scientific evidence about the risks of virus transmission from singing is developed. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether there is any flexibility for community 
organisations that have missed a revised application deadline for COVID-19 support 
grants in situations where they relied on a previously stated closing date. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/
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S5W-31327 
 

Kate Forbes: The closure of the coronavirus business support fund which offered 
grants to businesses to help protect jobs, prevent business closure and promote 
economic recovery was announced by Scottish Ministers on 8 June 2020. This 
reflected that applications to the fund had slowed, and it means that any remaining 
funds can be re-routed to help businesses and organisations in other ways. 
 
The closing date of 10 July applied across all local authorities and applications 
submitted after that date cannot be considered. This deadline was published over a 
month in advance of the closing date on a number of websites, including individual 
local authority websites, mygov.scot and the Find Business Support website. 
 
In recognition of the need to meet the change of demand away from resilience towards 
recovery, a new Third Sector Recovery programme is being developed. Details of this 
programme will be announced in September. 
 
Community organisations can find information on additional funding, including the 
Third Sector Resilience Fund, on the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations’ 
Covid-19 Third Sector Information Hub at https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus or 
from their local Third Sector Interface. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5T-02313 by Jeane Freeman on 18 August 2020 (Official 
Report, c. 3), how many patients have been discharged from hospital to a care home 
following a positive test for COVID-19 in each month since January 2020, also broken 
down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-31241 
 

Jeane Freeman: I have commissioned Public Health Scotland to work with Health 
Boards to produce validated analysis on the number of patients tested prior to 
discharge and the outcome and date of that test. That includes examining how many 
were assessed as being discharged when they were considered to be infectious, and 
the rationales that were in place for such a discharge, for example in the case of 
palliative care concerns.  
 
Public Health Scotland are working to provide this data by the end of September. 
 
 
 

https://www.mygov.scot/non-domestic-rates-coronavirus/small-business-support-grant/
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure 
that the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown on older people's physical and mental 
health is mitigated against. 
 

S5W-31380 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government recognises that the Coronavirus pandemic 
may have adverse effects on the mental and physical wellbeing of individuals within 
the wider Scottish Population. We know that older people have been particularly 
affected by the restrictions put in place to reduce transmission of the disease, and we 
continue to look at measures to combat social isolation and loneliness, whether that 
is through funding various third sector helplines or via the Clear Your Head mental 
health campaign.  
 
The Scottish Government has invested in the Clear Your Head campaign to provide 
the general Scottish population with resources which foster positive mental wellbeing 
and reduce stress. The site has specific content that is tailored to older audiences, 
particularly those reluctant to leave the house, with a range of tips on ways to help 
them cope and stay active at home drawn from Age Scotland and then linking to Age 
Scotland’s site for more information.  
 
In addition, the Scottish Government has committed over £6 million to several 
initiatives to promote positive mental wellbeing, such as expanding the NHS24’s 
Mental Health Hub to a 24/7 service and enhancing the capacity of the Breathing 
Space helpline and web support service; extending digital therapies through 
computerised and internet-enabled Cognitive Behavioural Therapy and expanding the 
Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) programme. These services are targeted towards the 
Scottish Population as a whole, including older people. 
 
The Scottish Government also launched a National Helpline on 14 April to help people 
who are at risk to access help if they did not have family or other support services. 
This includes helping people access essential food and medication, emotional support, 
and contact with local volunteer groups. The Scottish Government also provides 
funding to Actify whish is an online platform that hosts a range of digital content 
designed to help people become more active, more often. The Actify ambition is to be 
a quality source of information and resources for those interested in learning about 
physical activity and realising the potential benefits. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde has reportedly decided not to replace 
the role of lead infection control nurse at the Gartnavel campus in Glasgow. 
 

https://clearyourhead.scot/
https://www.dbi.scot/
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S5W-31041 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

Mike Rumbles (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the Honk for Hope event that took place in 
Edinburgh on 6 August 2020, and the reported challenges facing the coach sector 
during the COVID-19 outbreak, whether it will respond to the proposal for support set 
out by the Confederation of Passenger Transport UK. 
 

S5W-31237 
 
Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31225 on  
27 August 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when updated COVID-19 guidance will be 
provided for professional dog walking companies in order for them to walk dogs off the 
lead in a safe, secure area or in less populated areas, while making sure the individual 
and the dog follow social distancing measures by keeping two metres away from other 
people and pets. 
 

S5W-31271 
 

Mairi Gougeon: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Mike Rumbles (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether there is currently a legal ban on the opening of non-
essential offices, or whether this is simply advice, and who decides what is essential 
and non-essential. 
 

S5W-31330 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Christina McKelvie: There is currently no legal ban on the opening of non-essential 
offices. Based on the public health risks, our clear advice is that non-essential offices 
remain closed, and this position is regularly reviewed. The current status of the 
epidemic in Scotland means that changes in the route map are being introduced in 
stages, rather than all at once.  
 
All business workplaces that are not specifically required to close should consider 
whether what they do is essential to the effort against the virus and whether the 
business is able to open in accordance with the current position in the Scotland's 
Route Map. Business workplaces should also consider whether they are able to 
consistently practice safe physical distancing and comply with all other standard health 
and safety requirements. Remote working should remain the default position for those 
who can do so. 
 
To support the safe return to these types of workplaces (when the public health advice 
allows), the Scottish Government has published guidance for contact centres and 
general safer workplaces guidance. 
 
Essential and non-essential services are determined by whether they sit within the 
Critical National Infrastructure (CNI) sectors.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-guidance-for-safer-workplaces/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-guidance-for-safer-workplaces/
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Written questions lodged on 31 August 2020 

S5W-31488 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans additional steps to ensure compliance with the rules regarding compulsory 
wearing of facemasks on public transport. 
S5W-31489 Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the discussions it is having to explore an extension to the Eat Out to 
Help Out Scheme in Aberdeen, in light of the city’s inability to take advantage of the 
scheme due to the recent lockdown restrictions. 
S5W-31497 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what targeted 
financial support it will provide to support cleaning, maintenance and other supply 
chain businesses that have been impacted by the continued closure of non-essential 
offices. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31488
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31489
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31497
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

