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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 26 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 26 August can be found on page 31 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 26 August are 

included at page 30. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 26 August) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31126 by Kevin 
Stewart on 14 August 2020, what additional support will be provided to (a) older and 
(b) vulnerable people to help them install interlinked fire alarms in all homes, 
particularly in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31224  
 
Kevin Stewart: Local authorities can assist home owners who need help to ensure 
that their home is safe. Local Care and Repair services, which are available in most 
parts of Scotland, offer older and disabled people practical help and advice, 
including installation of fire alarms. 
 
The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service also carry out Home Fire Safety Visits to high 
risk households and will install smoke and heat alarms where appropriate. SFRS has 
also launched the “Make the Call” campaign, targeting the over 50s and encouraging 
partners and family to request Home Fire Safety Visits for those most at risk from fire 
and isolation due to Covid-19.  
 
A planned joint awareness raising campaign, coordinated across Scottish 
Government, SFRS and the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities will look at 
addressing the risk of unscrupulous electricians potentially targeting the vulnerable 
and older tenants in our communities. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what impact the COVID-19 
pandemic and any potential subsequent rise in unemployment is having on its 
measures to reduce child poverty. 
 

S5W-31201  
 
Aileen Campbell: Coronavirus, whilst primarily a public health emergency, has had 
significant impacts on our economy, our society, our communities and on the lives of 
every person in the country. 
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At the outset of the pandemic we committed £50 million, as part of our initial £350 
million Communities funding package, to meet increased demand for both devolved 
social security entitlements and Council Tax Reduction. We also more than doubled 
investment in our Scottish Welfare Fund and made a further £5 million available for 
Discretionary Housing Payments in 2020-21 to support those in financial need. 
 
Whilst it is too early to robustly estimate the impacts of the pandemic on measures to 
reduce child poverty, we have committed significant investment to protect and create 
jobs, including over £2.3 billion in direct support to business, £100 million in new 
employment support including a Youth Jobs Guarantee, and a £2.35 million increase 
to our Parental Employability Support Fund this year. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, as set out in its Economic Recovery 
Implementation Plan, whether it will set a target for a proportion of the increase in 
private sector representation on agency and public boards to feature small and micro 
business representation. 
 

S5W-31259  
 
Jamie Hepburn: We are working through how best to achieve the aim of greater 
private sector representation on agency and public boards including consideration of 
an inclusive approach encompassing businesses of all sizes. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it plans to move the 2021 school exam diet back 
by a month in light of students missing out on a month of tuition in their new subjects 
as a result of the lockdown. 
 

S5W-31242  
 
John Swinney: We are taking action to prepare arrangements for national 
qualifications in 2021. The Scottish Qualifications Authority is consulting on the 2021 
timetable and we will also look to ensure that any lessons learned identified in the 
review by Professor Priestley are taken into account. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether school and college exam candidates who were 
given estimated grades for the 2020 exam diet will have a note on their exam 
certificate explaining that these results were an estimate as a result of the exam diet 
not going ahead due to COVID-19. 
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S5W-31248  
 
John Swinney: Revised certificates will be issued to be with candidates on  
8 September. The certificates will not include a note about estimates but will show the 
revised grades awarded under the direction to reissue awards based on teacher or 
lecturer judgement this year.  
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many laptops with internet access 
were provided to disadvantaged children as part of its commitment to provide 25,000 
of these, also broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-31264 

John Swinney: A breakdown of the allocation of these devices by local authority is 
shown in the following table. Local authorities are making arrangements for 
distribution of the devices to disadvantaged learners in their areas. Funding 
allocations for the remainder of the £25m investment in digital exclusion have been 
made to all local authorities who are now in the process of ordering additional 
equipment, be that devices or connectivity solutions, to meet local need. 
 

Local Authority Number of devices 

Aberdeen City 1447 

Aberdeenshire 2725 

Angus 1111 

Argyll & Bute 800 

Clackmannanshire 674 

East Ayrshire 1366 

East Dunbartonshire 815 

East Lothian 407 

East Renfrewshire 590 

Fife 4139 

Glasgow City 300 

Highland 3248 

Midlothian 1235 

North Ayrshire 750 

South Ayrshire 1200 

South Lanarkshire 1792 

Stirling 1528 

West Dunbartonshire 358 

 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when guidance on safe practice in relation to home 
economics lessons in schools will be published. 
 

S5W-31276  
 



4 

John Swinney: The guidelines are in production and will be presented to members 
of the Education Recovery Group within the next few weeks, subject to stakeholder 
consultation. As with all guidelines at the moment, there is a need to look at the 
overall scientific advice which is current and relevant. We are working closely with 
representatives of teachers and headteachers to ensure that any guidance is 
therefore, as up to date and helpful as possible. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance is available for home schooling groups regarding social distancing and 
restrictions on the number of households able to meet up. 
 

S5W-31272  
 
John Swinney: As announced on 20 August, indoor activities for children and young 
people (unregulated) can begin from 31 August, subject to adhering to the guidance 
for these activities. This guidance, for activities that are voluntary, third sector, parent 
or peer led, is currently being developed and its principles will apply to home 
educators. 
 
Also applicable for home educators is the guidance on re-opening school age 
childcare services and small and micro businesses guidance. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30515 by John 
Swinney on 20 July 2020, how many of the 25,000 laptops and tablets have been 
allocated to each local authority, and how the allocation was calculated. 
 

S5W-31291 

John Swinney: A breakdown of the allocation of these devices by local authority is 
shown in the following table. All local authorities were asked whether they wished to 
use their funding allocation to obtain Chromebooks from this central pool of devices. 
18 chose to do so, reflecting the fact that these local authorities have a preference 
for Chromebook devices as part of their digital learning programmes, and the 
devices were allocated proportionately based on the volume requested. Local 
authorities are free to make decisions about the equipment and connectivity required 
to meet local demand, and the remainder of local authorities are making local 
arrangements to use their funding allocations to purchase devices on other 
platforms. 
 

Local Authority Number of devices 

Aberdeen City 1447 

Aberdeenshire 2725 

Angus 1111 

Argyll & Bute 800 

Clackmannanshire 674 

East Ayrshire 1366 

East Dunbartonshire 815 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/
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East Lothian 407 

East Renfrewshire 590 

Fife 4139 

Glasgow City 300 

Highland 3248 

Midlothian 1235 

North Ayrshire 750 

South Ayrshire 1200 

South Lanarkshire 1792 

Stirling 1528 

West Dunbartonshire 358 

 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
World Health Organization (WHO) document stated that," globally, no outbreak of 
the disease (covid 19) could be attributed to schools", as noted in the minutes of the 
COVID-19 advisory sub group on children's issues meeting of 21 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30972  
 
John Swinney: Unfortunately, there was a slight error in the published minutes of 
the meeting of the Covid-19 advisory sub-group on education and children's issues 
on 21 July. The minutes should say that "the WHO had indicated that, globally, no 
outbreak of the disease could be attributed to schools." The minutes did not refer to 
a specific document, but were reporting a wide ranging discussion about a variety of 
international evidence about the role of children in transmission of Covid-19 within 
educational settings. The evidence included a WHO document published on 13 July 
2020, and which can be found here https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-
schools-and-covid-19.The Scottish Government will publish an erratum to clarify this 
point. 
 
Within reports published to date, transmission of COVID-19 from child to child or 
from child to adult in daycare or school settings has not been confirmed, and no 
reports of outbreaks or super spreader events within schools or daycares prior to or 
after lockdowns have been published The National Collaborating Centre for Methods 
and Tools. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what target it will set for public procurement spend 
with small local businesses as part of its plan to make it easier for local businesses 
to bid for and win contracts as set out in its Economic Recovery Implementation 
Plan. 
 

S5W-31263  
 

http://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-schools-and-covid-19
http://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-schools-and-covid-19
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Kate Forbes: Figures published in the Public Contracts Scotland Summary Report 
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/Guides/Guide_Download.aspx?id=2898 
for 2019-2020 reveal that 79% of suppliers awarded contracts in 2019-20 were 
SMEs, and 63% were SMEs located in Scotland. 
 
Public sector contracts are awarded following open and fair competition and spend 
fluctuates due to numbers of contracts, their size and nature. So, we do not set 
targets for SME spend in Scotland. Instead, our approach is to improve access to 
public contracts for SMEs, the third sector and supported businesses as a key part of 
meeting our sustainable procurement duty obligations. 
 
This includes developing and signposting sources of support to enable SME and 
third sector organisations who wish to tender for public contracts to engage with the 
public sector and to be more successful in winning contracts. For example, we invest 
in the Supplier Development Programme which assists businesses to become tender 
ready for public procurement and improves their prospects of success when 
competing for contracts. Our approach provides practical support to enhance the 
opportunities for smaller firms that might otherwise not be able to bid. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30727 by Kate Forbes 
on 13 August 2020, what information it has regarding how many business support 
grant applications have been (a) made to and (b) awarded by each local authority. 
 

S5W-31296  
 
Kate Forbes: Information on the coronavirus (COVID-19) business support fund 
grants including the number of grant applications made and grants awarded by each 
local authority is available online and can be accessed via this link: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-
statistics/. 
 
The fund closed to new applications on 10 July, and we will continue to publish 
updated statistics when additional information is available. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will be making the first payments from the £19 million 
that it announced on 28 April to support hospices. 
 

S5W-28940  
 
Jeane Freeman: On the 29 June, I wrote to Scottish Hospices to confirm that their 
funding requests (totalling £10.1m) related to loss of income during the pandemic 
during the first financial quarter of 2020 would be met in full. Integration Authorities 
and NHS Boards were also notified of this on the same date, and the funding was 
processed for onward allocation to hospices at the end of June 2020.  

https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/Guides/Guide_Download.aspx?id=2898
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/
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It is important to reflect that this funding was provided on a one off basis for the full 
first quarter of the year to account for loss of income during the pandemic, and that 
we expect the existing commissioning arrangements between hospices and 
Integration Authorities to be maintained going forward. 
 
It is also important to reflect that in April 2020, I indicated that Scotland was likely to 
receive an estimated £19 million in consequentials in respect of the £200 million for 
hospices included in the UK Government’s announcement of £750 million for 
charities. HM Treasury have not yet provided an updated final consequential funding 
figure associated with the original announcement, although it is expected to be 
significantly lower than the £19m originally expected.  
 
When we have clarification on the total consequential funding we will receive this will 
be allocated in full to Scottish Hospices. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will be making the first payments to hospices in the Central 
Scotland region from the £19 million that it announced on 28 April 2020 to support 
such facilities in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, including Kilbryde Hospice in 
East Kilbride, which is reportedly at risk of closure. 
 

S5W-29031  
 
Jeane Freeman: On the 29 June, I wrote to Scottish Hospices to confirm that their 
funding requests (totalling £10.1m) related to loss of income during the pandemic 
during the first financial quarter of 2020 would be met in full. Integration Authorities 
and NHS Boards were also notified of this on the same date, and the funding was 
processed for onward allocation to hospices at the end of June 2020.  
 
It is important to reflect that this funding was provided on a one off basis for the full 
first quarter of the year to account for loss of income during the pandemic, and that 
we expect the existing commissioning arrangements between hospices and 
Integration Authorities to be maintained going forward. 
 
It is also important to reflect that in April 2020, I indicated that Scotland was likely to 
receive an estimated £19 million in consequentials in respect of the £200 million for 
hospices included in the UK Government’s announcement of £750 million for 
charities. HM Treasury have not yet provided an updated final consequential funding 
figure associated with the original announcement, although it is expected to be 
significantly lower than the £19m originally expected.  
 
When we have clarification on the total consequential funding we will receive this will 
be allocated in full to Scottish Hospices.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what funding it has set aside to support hospices during the COVID-19 outbreak, and 
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how much has been allocated so far, also broken down by (a) hospice and (b) date 
of payment. 
 

S5W-29524 

Jeane Freeman: On the 29 June, I wrote to Scottish Hospices to confirm that their 
funding requests related to loss of income during the pandemic during the first 
financial quarter of 2020 would be met in full, and that £10.1m in total would be 
provided to Scottish Hospices for this purpose. Integration Authorities and NHS 
Boards were also notified of this on the same date, and the funding was processed 
for onward allocation to hospices at the end of quarter 1 (June 2020). The funding 
that has been provided to each hospice as per their request has been broken down 
in the following table. 
 
It is important to reflect that this funding was provided on a one off basis to account 
for loss of income during the pandemic, and that we expect the existing 
commissioning arrangements between hospices and Integration Authorities to be 
maintained going forward. 
 
When we have clarification on the total consequential funding we will receive this will 
be allocated in full to Scottish Hospices.  
 

 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many calls have been made each week to the COVID-19 helpline, 
0800 028 2816, broken down by (a) local authority and (b) NHS board area. 
 

S5W-29909 

Jeane Freeman: Unlike the 111 service, NHS 24's 0800 Helpline doesn’t capture 
caller demographics and therefore the breakdown of information by Health 

Hospice Amount 

Accord £396k 

Ardgowan £396k 

Ayrshire £792k 

Bethesda £99k 

CHAS £1287k 

Highland £792k 

Kilbryde £320k 

Marie Curie £1,584k 

P&PW £1,089k 

St Andrew's £891k 

St Columba's £792k 

St Margaret £396k 

St Vincent's £297k 

Strathcarron £990k 

Total £10.1m 
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Board/Local Authority area isn’t available. Please see detailed information below on 
the total number of calls to the Helpline per week as well as the total number to date. 
 

Week Ending Helpline Call Demand 

02.02.2020* 53 

09.02.2020 142 

16.02.2020 321 

23.02.2020 161 

01.03.2020 1,928 

08.03.2020 3,436 

15.03.2020 15,335 

22.03.2020 26,495 

29.03.2020 20,175 

05.04.2020 8,520 

12.04.2020 5,080 

19.04.2020 3,236 

26.04.2020 2,367 

03.05.2020 2,780 

10.05.2020 2,058 

17.05.2020 1,677 

24.05.2020 1,527 

31.05.2020 1,978 

07.06.2020 2,593 

14.06.2020 2,500 

21.06.2020 2,186 

28.06.2020 3,063 

TOTAL 107,611 

 
 * The week ending 02-02-2020 only contains data from 30th January, when the 
Helpline began. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 restrictions, what plans it has to 
review the guidance regarding how long into pregnancy a woman can keep working 
in a health care setting. 
 

S5W-31102  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has created the risk assessment 
guidance and a supporting tool for staff across all industries. This remains under 
constant review and should be used by employers to support staff and by line 
managers to understand and carry out effective risk assessments for pregnant staff.  
 
Existing legislation protecting pregnant women must be followed and there should be 
a risk assessment of each individual pregnant worker’s role and working 
environment. The Scottish Government endorses the guidance published by the 
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.  
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The Scottish Government advice remains that people should continue to work from 
home if they can. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many NHS staff working with cancer patients have been tested for 
COVID-19 since 8 July 2020, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-30742  
 
Jeane Freeman: Health Boards have commenced routine testing of healthcare 
workers in key areas (oncology, long stay elderly care and mental health wards 
where the length of stay is over three months). This includes staff working on 
Specialist Cancer Wards and Treatment Areas.  
 
The Scottish Government has been working closely with Health Boards to develop 
key data on the testing of NHS staff to ensure robust and reliable information. We 
are working to resolve a number of technical and data management issues before 
we can be assured the data is robust and able to be published.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29355 by Jeane Freeman on 10 July 2020, 
how many COVID-19 tests have been carried out at the centres in (a) West 
Dunbartonshire and (b) Argyll and Bute. 
 

S5W-30887  
 
Jeane Freeman: As at 13-08-2020 the total number of tests carried out in (a) West 
Dunbartonshire and (b) Argyll and Bute are: 
 
West Dunbartonshire – a total of 7,800 tests of which 7,364 were negative and 436 
positive. 
 
Argyle and Bute – a total of 6,183 tests of which 6,015 were negative and 168 
positive. 
 
The numbers quoted above are for individuals tested and not overall tests. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide financial protection for people with blood cancer who are 
advised to continue shielding by their treating team after the shielding scheme ends 
in August 2020. 
 

S5W-30820  
 
Jeane Freeman: Although we will continue to maintain the shielding list and 
clinicians will continue to add people appropriately based on the current criteria, from 
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the 1 August people on the shielding list do not need to carry on shielding and 
should follow advice given to the general population in Scotland.  
 
For people in employment, we have developed a risk assessment tool that has been 
published on the Scottish Government’s web site  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-
assessment-for-the-workplace/ 
 
People who are not able to return to work, should discuss their fitness for work with 
their GP or specialist care provider. 
 
Local Councils also provide advice on help available to people. This might include 
food, medication, access to local social work services and emotional support.  
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in the light of reports that a member of staff at a care home in the 
Highlands re-tested as positive for COVID-19, what plans it has to review whether 
non-essential visits by friends and relatives should not take place until 28 days after 
the last case of COVID-19 in each home was dealt with. 
 

S5W-30892  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government recognises how hard it has been for care 
home residents and their families not to have regular face to face contact during the 
pandemic. 
 
On 8 August, we announced a move to stage 3 of the visiting pathway from 10 
August. Stage 3 allows for weekly outdoor visits from up to 3 visitors from no more 
than 2 households, subject to certain conditions; one of those conditions is that the 
care home must have been COVID free for at least 28 days from the last date of a 
positive test or symptoms of any resident or staff member. 
 
Indoor visits have been reintroduced for one designated visitor. Care homes will 
need to develop a plan to support this and the plan must be signed off by the local 
Director of Public Health before indoor visits can resume. The plan will only be 
signed off if the condition on the home being COVID free for 28 days since a positive 
test or symptoms in residents and staff members has been met and that the care 
home participants fully in weekly testing programme. 
 
The safeguard requiring a care home to be COVID free or fully recovered for 28 days 
is based on the UK Government Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) 
advice that 28 days is twice the extreme incubation period for the virus and, given 
the possibility for asymptomatic carriage, is the safest estimate for allowing visits. 
This safeguard will remain as scientific evidence indicates that it is safe to progress 
to the next stage. It will then be for local Health Protection and Care Home and 
Clinical Oversight teams, led by the Director of Public Health to make the decision on 
whether restrictions can be relaxed for care homes in their area. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/
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Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that every care home has an internal 
area where friends and relatives can safely meet residents when garden-based visits 
become impracticable at the end of the summer. 
 

S5W-30894  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to my answer to question S5W-30892 on  
26 August 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many contact tracers have been recruited as part of its Test and 
Protect strategy, and how many existing NHS staff have been redeployed as contact 
tracers. 
 

S5W-30295  
 
Jeane Freeman: Prior to the formal launch of the Test and Protect system, we 
asked all NHS Scotland boards to make available up to 2,000 staff to participate in 
contact tracing activity. As acknowledged at the time, the resource was provided 
substantially from existing workforce was an estimate of need and it was recognised 
that not all would be required at any one time. We keep contact tracing capacity 
under active review, in line with modelling undertaken by Public Health Scotland, 
with all boards required to maintain a total national capacity commensurate with 
demand. In commencing 03 August for instance, approximately 836 staff were 
available within boards to undertake contact tracing activity. The recruitment position 
within boards is subject to change in line with the national modelling picture, and 
where local service composition changes as a result of the mobilisation of other NHS 
services. In line with their service provision responsibilities, the recruitment of staff is 
devolved to NHS Scotland boards.   
 
Recruitment to the National Contact Tracing Centre (NCTC) is on-going, as week 
commencing 03 August 2020, the centre had recruited 63 staff, and has a further 
pool of 66 staff it can readily deploy. Additionally, we continue to make use of the 
pipeline of candidates identified through national recruitment, with 300 shortlisted 
applicants currently concluding the interview process. The NCTC is in the process of 
finalising bank arrangements with NHS Forth Valley to be able to flex the resource 
into the NCTC; some 200-400 staff will be available through the bank arrangement; 
this will grow and be kept under review, in line with the modelling, to provide 
additional resilience. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of required staff working with cancer patients were 
tested in the first week of COVID-19 testing, which commenced on 8 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30743  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30742 on  
26 August 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30277 by Jeane Freeman on 16 
July 2020, whether it will list the other exercises that it has (a) run and (b) been 
involved with that have been based on (i) coronavirus-related, (ii) flu-related and (iii) 
other diseases, and whether it published or will now publish the reports and 
recommendations from each. 
 

S5W-30896  
 
Jeane Freeman: Since the H1N1 pandemic in 2009-10, the Scottish Government 
has led or participated in the following disease related exercises: 
 
African Swine Fever (ASF) (2020) - This exercise tested UK responsiveness to a 
disease outbreak within the current COVID-19 constraints. Lessons identified will be 
applied to the forthcoming UK tabletop exercise (Exercise Holly) which is also 
focused on ASF and is due to be delivered in November 2020. A detailed lessons 
identified report will be published post exercise. 
 
Avian influenza (Exercise Hazel in 2019 and Exercise Juniper in 2018) - Lessons 
identified and real time outbreaks are followed up through the UK’s Outbreak 
Readiness Board. Lessons learned reports from these exercises are not published 
due to commercial sensitivities. The Notifiable Avian Diseases Control Strategy sets 
out disease control measures that the Scottish Government would take if avian 
influenza was suspected or confirmed within the UK. This document is regularly 
updated and is published on the Scottish Government website -
https://www.gov.scot/publications/avian-influenza-bird-flu/ 
 
Exercise Iris (2018) - Assessed Scotland’s readiness to respond to a suspected 
outbreak of Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV). The report was 
published on the Scottish Government website:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/exercise-iris-report/ 
 
Exercise Blackthorn (2018) - Tested the 4 Nations contingency plan for an outbreak 
of foot and mouth disease. The report is published on the Scottish Government 
website - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foot-and-mouth-disease-
exercise-blackthorn-evaluation-2018. 
 
Exercise Cygnus (2016) – The Scottish Government supported this Public Health 
England (PHE) exercise which was focused on assessing the effectiveness of overall 
UK command and control response structures. PHE have not published this report. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/publications/avian-influenza-bird-flu/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/exercise-iris-report/
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foot-and-mouth-disease-exercise-blackthorn-evaluation-2018
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foot-and-mouth-disease-exercise-blackthorn-evaluation-2018
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Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the NHS Louisa Jordan hospital will open to patients, and which 
procedures will take place there. 
 

S5W-30909  
 
Jeane Freeman: A successful pilot at the NHS Louisa Jordan has seen 400 patients 
receive orthopaedic and plastic surgery outpatient consultations since the start of 
July. Following the successful three-week project by NHS Lanarkshire, plans are 
now in place to expand the services offered at the hospital in August and increase 
the number of patients it can receive daily from health boards across Scotland. The 
new services to be offered include key diagnostics such as X-rays, CT scanning and 
ultrasounds, as well as speciality dermatology appointments. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many staff are currently working at the NHS Louisa Jordan 
hospital; what their job titles are, and how many staff have worked there in each 
month since the building work was officially completed. 
 

S5W-30911 

Jeane Freeman: The number of staff working at NHS Louisa Jordan has varied 
since the building work officially completed and is dependent on what activities are 
taking place on the site and the requirements for the continued oversight of the 
facility. 
 
An organisational structure was established to support the NHS Louisa Jordan 
Hospital operating for its original Covid purpose. The roles in that structure reflected 
the corporate and clinical governance arrangements which are required within a 
hospital setting and are outlined in Annex A.  
 
It should be noted however the majority of these roles were not full-time 
appointments with the requirements of some of the roles equating to one or two days 
input per week. 
 
As well as identifying staff for these jobs, over 200 staff from across NHS Scotland 
have been inducted to be able to perform front line clinical roles. Plans are in place 
to be able to stand the NHS Louisa Jordan up for its original purpose within seven 
days should that be required.  
 
A slightly reframed executive structure has been put in place to support the NHS 
Louisa Jordan in its current role, including the provision of elective outpatient 
appointments and is outlined in Annex B. That structure is supplemented as required 
by NHS Boards to deliver the services they provide at NHS Louisa Jordan.  
 
In addition to NHS Staff, the facility requires support from SEC staff, G4S security 
and FM support through SERCO. 
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ANNEX A – CORPORATE AND CLINICAL GOVERNANCE ROLES AT NHS 
LOUISA JORDAN TO SUPPORT COVID 
 
Chief Executive  
Medical Director  
Nurse Director 

Communications Director  

Health Facilities Director 

Head of Facilities/Contracts 

Programme Management Director 

Workforce Director 

Associate Director of Workforce 

HR Business Partner 

HR Manager 

Health and Safety Advisor 

Head of Occupational Health 

Deputy Medical Director  

Associate Medical Director 

Chief of Medicine 

Chief Pharmacist 

Lead Clinician 

Lead Clinician 

 

Chief Nurse Operational/Tactical 

Associate Chief Nurse 

Associate Nurse Director – Quality, Safety and Professional Practice 

Associate Nurse Director – Nursing/Patient Flow 

Chief AHP 

Pastoral Care 

Quality and Safety Advisor 

Infection Control Advisor 

Finance Director 

Clinical Operations Director 

e-Health Lead 

Radiography Lead 

Business and Continuity Advisor 

General Operations Director 

Strategic Operations Manager 

 

ANNEX B – CORPORATE AND CLINICAL GOVERNANCE ROLES AT NHS 
LOUISA JORDAN TO SUPPORT EDUCATION AND ELECTIVE SERVICES 
 
Chief Executive  
Medical Director  
Nurse Director 

Communications Director  

Health Facilities Director 

Head of Facilities/Contracts 

Programme Management Director 
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Workforce Director 

Associate Director of Workforce 

Health and Safety Advisor 

Chief Pharmacist 

 

Chief Nurse Operational/Tactical 

Chief AHP 

Infection Control Advisor 

Finance Director 

Clinical Operations Director 

e-Health Lead 

Radiography Lead 

Business and Continuity Advisor 

General Operations Director 

 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will issue guidance on the appropriate use and hygiene requirements of 
face masks. 
 

S5W-30920  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has released guidance on the 
appropriate use and hygiene requirements of face covering. You can find a copy of 
the face coverings guidance on the Scottish Government website here. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-30407 by Jeane Freeman on 28 July 2020, 
how many of the 2,000 staff who might be called on at short notice (a) have been 
hired from outwith the NHS and (b) are former NHS employees. 
 

S5W-30964  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30295 on  
26 August 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to the view expressed by the Chief Executive of Scottish Care during the 
BBC programme, Disclosure: The Care Home Scandal, that the initial Scottish 
Government advice to care homes that residents who were showing symptoms of 
COVID-19 should not normally be admitted to hospital was "unacceptable, inhumane 
and a derogation of the duty to protect life". 
 

S5W-31043  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: The answer to question S5W-31050 on 26 August 2020 confirms 
that the clinical guidance is provided through the offices of the Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) and the Chief Nursing Officer (CNO) and that early on in the pandemic the 
CMO and CNO commissioned a Clinical and Professional Advisory Group for Care 
Homes to combine advice from medical, nursing, social sectors including Scottish 
Care to work alongside the sector to develop it jointly. This approach continues and I 
welcome the input of key stakeholders in the development of the guidance.  
 
S5W-31050 also confirms how the national clinical and practice guidance makes it 
very clear that anyone who would benefit from additional support should receive this. 
If an individual would benefit from hospital care, and if it is in their best interests, and 
their expressed wishes, then the necessary steps to do so should be taken. 
Decisions to admit a person to hospital should always be made by clinicians on an 
individual basis, irrespective of whether they are a care home resident or someone 
living in their own home, and take account of the person’s needs and wishes. These 
are not decisions that Scottish Government either directs or makes. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many specialist infection control nurses are currently employed by NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde, broken down by hospital, and how this figure compares with 
each of the last five years. 
 

S5W-31042  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold current or past 
employment information on the number of specialist infection control nurses within 
individual NHS Boards.  
 
The NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (NHSGGC) website includes information on 
the Infection Prevention and Control Service in NHSGGC and the local Infection 
Prevention Control Teams (IPCTs) which cover different geographical sectors. This 
information can be accessed via the NHSGGC website: 
https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/your-health/infection-prevention-and-control/about-us/# 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who 
was the author of the policy guidance regarding patients being sent to care homes 
without being tested for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31051  
 
Jeane Freeman: Clinical advice is provided through the offices of the Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO) and the Chief Nursing Officer (CNO). Early on in the pandemic the 
CMO and CNO commissioned a Clinical and Professional Advisory Group for Care 
Homes to combine advice from medical, nursing, social sectors including Scottish 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/your-health/infection-prevention-and-control/about-us/
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Care working alongside the sector to develop it jointly. This group provides advice to 
Government through the offices of CMO and CNO. No piece of guidance has a 
single author and Scottish Care has been involved in all of the guidance that group 
produces. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who 
was the author of the policy to advise care homes that residents who were showing 
symptoms of COVID-19 should not normally be admitted to hospital. 
 

S5W-31050  
 
Jeane Freeman: Clinical advice is provided through the offices of the Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO) and the Chief Nursing Officer (CNO). Early on in the pandemic the 
CMO and CNO commissioned a Clinical and Professional Advisory Group for Care 
Homes to combine advice from medical, nursing, social sectors including Scottish 
Care working alongside the sector to develop it jointly. This group provides advice to 
Government through the offices of CMO and CNO. No piece of guidance has a 
single author and Scottish Care has been involved in the development of the 
guidance that group produces. 
 
The national clinical and practice guidance makes it very clear that anyone who 
would benefit from additional support should receive this. If an individual would 
benefit from hospital care, and if it is in their best interests, and their expressed 
wishes, then the necessary steps to do so should be taken. Decisions to admit a 
person to hospital should always be made on an individual basis, irrespective of 
whether they are a care home resident or someone living in their own home, and 
take account of the person’s needs and wishes. These decisions are not always 
straightforward and require careful consideration by all involved. They frequently 
require careful clinical judgement about the potential benefits and unintended 
distress or harms that may arise from moving people who are often frail or 
vulnerable. The ways that these decisions are made should not be any different to 
normal, non-pandemic times. The guidance also recognises that in some cases it 
would not be appropriate for a hospital admission and in those instances additional 
support may need to be provided within the care home depending on availability of 
local services.  
 
At the time the initial guidance was written (during the delay phase) the advice was 
that any individual with COVID-19 symptoms (regardless of how minor) should be 
transferred to a regional Infectious Disease facility of which there are four in 
Scotland. In the context where many people in care homes have dementia and are 
extremely frail or even in the last months of their life, if this transfer would not offer a 
benefit to the resident, it was not in the residents interests for a blanket policy to 
transfer all people with Covid-19. Subsequent iterations of the guidance have 
provided more clarity particularly around the need to make sure that care is tailored 
to an individual’s needs and takes into account their wishes and the risks and 
benefits of any decision.  
 
The guidance states that in many instances it is helpful to bring clinical care to the 
resident so as to minimise the disruption of a hospital transfer and provide elements 
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of hospital care such as oxygen and clinical advice which can be safely supported in 
a care home setting. In support of such in-reach care provision for care home 
residents, a letter was issued from the Chief Medical Officer (CMO), Royal College of 
General Practitioners and British Medical Association on the 17 April which 
emphasised that there will still be times when a face to face consultation is clinically 
necessary, and makes clear our expectation that health and care professionals will 
continue to enter care settings such as care homes to provide ongoing care and 
support when required, with appropriate safety measures such as PPE in place. 
 
Furthermore, on the 20 May the CMO wrote to boards encouraging them to provide 
secondary care support to care homes including where they could through the 
provision of Hospital at Home services. In Scotland currently over 40% of the 
population has access to Hospital at Home services and this proportion has risen in 
recent months – delivering hospital level care in the patient’s own home – including 
care homes. In addition, specialist palliative care support is available in many boards 
across Scotland as well as other forms of hospital specialist support to GPs and care 
homes. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the publication in The Lancet of research showing the benefit 
of the Cytosponge TFF3 test in diagnosing Barrett’s oesophagus early and in 
savings on endoscopies, and in light of the reported backlog in endoscopies due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, what steps it is taking to ensure the test's widespread and 
rapid introduction in hospitals and primary care. 
 

S5W-31057  
 
Jeane Freeman: An agreement has been reached with all NHS Scotland Health 
Boards to progress implementation of this non-aerosol generating procedure at 
pace. To aid this implementation, training of nursing staff has been scheduled and 
Boards are now making the necessary provision for a state of readiness. The initial 
implementation of this will have a secondary care focus to support the recovery of 
endoscopy services. 
 
Alongside the implementation of this procedure, as part of NHS Scotland’s COVID-
19 response, a rapid roll-out of Colon Capsule Endoscopy (CCE) is underway, 
working closely with territorial Health Boards, industry partners and NSS. CCE 
adoption offers the opportunity to provide further capacity for bowel cancer 
diagnostics and supporting endoscopy services recovery. Funding has been made 
available to Health Boards to adopt CCE as part of the recently approved Endoscopy 
Recovery Plan. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which companies have supplied PPE to public bodies in Scotland during the COVID-
19 outbreak, broken down by the (a) volume, (b) value and (c) origin of the items. 
 

S5W-31058  
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Jeane Freeman: Public bodies operate independently from Scottish Ministers for 
their procurement activities and are responsible for running their own tendering 
exercises and for the decisions they take as part of those exercises. Therefore, 
questions about the volume, value and origin of PPE acquired by a public body 
should be addressed to the public body in question as we do not hold this 
information centrally. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any PPE supplied to public bodies in Scotland during the COVID-19 
outbreak has not met the required standard and, if so, what was done with it. 
 

S5W-31061  
 
Jeane Freeman: Public bodies operate independently from Scottish Ministers for 
their procurement activities, and the responsibility for purchasing PPE and making 
sure it is fit for purpose lies with each public body. Therefore, questions about the 
standard of PPE acquired by a public body should be addressed to the public body 
in question as we do not hold this information centrally. 
 
Health & Safety is a reserved matter and all employers must comply with the 
relevant legislation, undertaking risk assessments as required. That legislation has 
been used to develop guidance on PPE for health and social care settings in 
Scotland. It is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-
novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-
equipment-ppe 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the required standard of PPE has been to protect staff of public bodies in 
Scotland during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-31060  
 
Jeane Freeman: Public bodies operate independently from Scottish Ministers for 
their procurement activities. Responsibility for purchasing PPE to protect their staff 
sits with each public body, but they must comply with all relevant legislation and 
guidance. Therefore, questions about the standard of PPE acquired by a public body 
should be addressed to the public body in question as we do not hold this 
information centrally. 
 
Health & Safety is a reserved matter and all employers must comply with the 
relevant legislation, undertaking risk assessments as required. That legislation has 
been used to develop guidance on PPE for health and social care settings in 
Scotland. It is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-
novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-
equipment-ppe 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
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Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government by what date it expects ten-pin bowling facilities to reopen as 
part of the easing of the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions, and what financial support 
it is offering to these facilities while they remain closed. 
 

S5W-31073  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The First Minister outlined in her statement on 20 August the date 
for the reopening of indoor bowling facilities was Monday, 31 August with physical 
distancing and enhanced hygiene measures in place.  
 
The Scottish Government have produced new guidance for the opening of indoor 
sport and leisure facilities with physical distancing and hygiene measures. This new 
guidance, created in collaboration with the sport and leisure sector will provide staff 
and customers with the confidence that it’s safe to return. To view the guidance 
please visit the Scottish Government website. 
 
Since the start of the Covid-19 outbreak the Scottish Government has worked 
closely with the UK Government and private and public sector partners to develop a 
range of support mechanisms for businesses. Information on all available support for 
businesses can be found on Find BusinessSupport. The website is regularly updated 
with information on any new support packages or changes to existing ones.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how it will apply test and protect contact tracing for people 
who have unwittingly come into contact with someone who is infected with COVID-
19 while "wild camping". 
 

S5W-31164  
 
Jeane Freeman: VisitScotland has advice on wild camping in Scotland on their 
website. They advise people to “avoid overcrowding by moving on to another 
location, if it’s already a busy spot”, and to follow the Scottish Outdoor Access Code. 
If this advice is followed the risk of transmission should be low.  
 
Wild camping by definition does not involve a fee or common/shared services and in 
most circumstances does not require the permission of the landowner. If no fee is 
involved, there is no obligation on a landowner to take contact details. Contact 
tracing in this setting would therefore rely on digital solutions, such as our 
forthcoming proximity tracing application. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 contact tracers are employed by each NHS board, also broken 
down by how many (a) have been hired from outwith the NHS and (b) are former 
NHS employees. 
 

S5W-30962  
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has given consideration to introducing an official 
form of ID for people who are exempt from wearing face coverings due to a medical 
condition. 
 

S5W-31185  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is considering an official exemption card 
for those who are exempt from wearing a face covering. We know this is a very 
important issues and we are carefully considering this. 
 
 
Mike Rumbles (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, since quarantine regulations came into force on 8 June 2020, 
how many people arriving in Scotland have been (a) quarantined, (b) contacted by 
NHS boards and (c) identified as bringing COVID-19 into the country. 
 

S5W-30329  
 
Jeane Freeman: Quarantine regulations began on 8 June 2020, data was first 
received from the Home Office 29 June for passengers identified as requiring to 
quarantine from 22 June. 
 
The PHS COVID-19 Statistical Report from Wednesday 19 August will include data 
for the first time on the number of people arriving in Scotland from outside the UK, 
the current number of which were required to quarantine and those contacted by the 
National Contact Tracing Centre. 
 
a) Latest figures received from the Home Office from the period 22 June to 15 
August 36,826 people who are required to quarantine in Scotland (all countries prior 
to 30th June; high risk countries from 30th June), adults aged 18 and over only. 
 
b) Individual Health Boards do not contact passengers identified as requiring to 
quarantine. 
 
The Home Office shares the contact details of passengers identified as requiring to 
quarantine with Public Health Scotland, in accordance with an agreement between 
both organisations. 
 
Public Health Scotland (PHS) select a random sample of all those required to stay in 
their specified premises upon arrival to be used by the National Contact Tracing 
Centre who contact people during their period of self-isolation for the provision of 
public health advice and information. 
 
Since June 22; 2,498 successful contacts have been made with a further 430 in 
progress and 11,000 emails have been sent with additional public health guidance in 
relation to quarantine and self-isolation. 
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c) Information not held. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will establish a third sector recovery and renewal fund for 
third sector health and care organisations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30695  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government recognised that the Covid-19 pandemic 
has had a major impact on the third sector and that is why we launched the £25 
million Third Sector Resilience Fund (TSRF). This fund was part of a wider £350 
million emergency coronavirus funding. Health and social care organisations have 
received just over £6 million in funding through the TSRF. 
 
The Scottish Government values its relationship with the third sector health and 
social care organisations. This relationship will continue to support our response to 
Covid-19 as we consider our ‘Remobilise, Recover, Re-design’ work. We are 
committed to working with our third sector partners to ensure that there is a person 
centred approach to re-mobilisation across our health and social care services in 
Scotland. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29782 by Jeane Freeman on 10 July 2020, 
how many care home residents in (a) West Dunbartonshire and (b) Argyll and Bute 
have received COVID-19 tests since it announced the expansion of testing, whether 
they were symptomatic or not. 
 

S5W-30888  
 
Jeane Freeman: As at 13 August 2020 the total number of tests carried out in (a) 
West Dunbartonshire and (b) Argyll and Bute are: 
 
West Dunbartonshire – a total of 7,800 tests of which 7,364 were negative and 436 
positive. 
 
Argyle and Bute – a total of 6,183 of which 6,015 were negative and 168 positive. 
 
The numbers quoted above are for individuals tested and not overall tests. 
 
 
Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it has plans to introduce or endorse social 
distancing badges or lanyards similar to those developed in Wales to support people 
who are at higher risk from COVID-19 to indicate to others that they need to maintain 
physical distancing in public places. 
 

S5W-30967  
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Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30966 on 13 
August 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to improve the patient 
experience and potential accuracy of COVID-19 tests conducted at self-testing 
stations. 
 

S5W-31013  
 
Jeane Freeman: On 17 August we published our revised/updated Testing Strategy: 
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-covid-19-testing-strategy/. 
 
The Strategy sets out the circumstances in which people who are asymptomatic 
would be tested. This includes those identified (via our Test and Protect scheme) as 
contacts of people who have tested positive, and those working with vulnerable 
people in high risk settings such as care homes. 
 
This strategy also includes improvements in access to testing and innovation in how 
we test. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what checks it makes of the standard of PPE supplied to public bodies, and whether 
all PPE provided during the COVID-19 outbreak has been to the required standard. 
 

S5W-31059  
 
Jeane Freeman: Public bodies operate independently from Scottish Ministers for 
their procurement activities and are therefore responsible for running their own 
tendering exercises and for the decisions they take as part of those exercises. It is 
their responsibility to ensure that any PPE they acquire is fit for purpose. Therefore, 
questions about the standard of PPE acquired by a public body should be addressed 
to the public body in question as we do not hold this information centrally. 
 
To further support public bodies and ensure that PPE standards were clear, in March 
2020 the Scottish Government issued a policy note to raise awareness on handling 
certain procurement related issues that arose as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
This contains information for public bodies relating to urgent purchases and can be 
seen at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/procurement-regulations-during-covid-19-
outbreak-sppn-4-2020/. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29778 by Jeane Freeman on 3 August 2020, 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-covid-19-testing-strategy/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/procurement-regulations-during-covid-19-outbreak-sppn-4-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/procurement-regulations-during-covid-19-outbreak-sppn-4-2020/
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for what reason it has not provided resources to local authorities to ensure that all 
care home staff are tested. 
 

S5W-31135  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has agreed with COSLA to meet 
additional costs incurred through Covid-19. We continue to work closely with 
Integration Authorities and care homes and will provide further funding so that care 
homes have the resources needed throughout this pandemic. We have released an 
initial £50 million to Health and Social Care Partnerships to meet these additional 
costs. A second tranche of funding, an additional £50 million, was announced 03 
August. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29778 by Jeane Freeman on 3 August 2020, 
for what reason there was a three-week delay between announcing routine testing 
for all care home staff and guidance on this being issued. 
 

S5W-31136  
 
Jeane Freeman: This guidance was as a result of changes to the nurse director and 
public health director role set out in a cabinet secretary letter published on 17 May 
and this is additional guidance to that already issued to care homes by HPS and 
Scottish Government and also earlier letters and advice about testing routes issued 
to directors of public health. The letter referenced on the 17 May is attached:  
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-
guidance/2020/05/coronavirus-covid-19-care-home-oversight/documents/letter-from-
cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-regarding-multi-professional-oversight-in-
care-homes---may-2020/letter-from-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-regarding-
multi-professional-oversight-in-care-homes---may-
2020/govscot%3Adocument/Letter%2Bfrom%2BCabinet%2BSecretary%2Bfor%2BH
ealth%2Band%2BSport%2Bregarding%2Bmulti%2Bprofessional%2Boversight%2Bin
%2Bcare%2Bhomes%2B-%2B17%2BMay%2B2020.pdf 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to its announcement on 31 July 2020 regarding the 
development of a COVID-19 contact tracing app, whether it will publish the (a) app 
design and development reports and (b) documents explaining the product ahead of 
the national roll-out. 
 

S5W-31190  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish proximity tracing app is currently being developed 
and will be available from App stores this Autumn. The App will enhance NHS 
Scotland’s Test and Protect system and use Bluetooth technology in smartphones to 
support contact tracing. The App is free and will be built on the decentralised model 
using the joint Apple-Google technology. It is completely anonymised, voluntary to 
download and is for anyone who is aged 16 and over. 

http://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/05/coronavirus-covid-19-care-home-oversight/documents/letter-from-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-regarding-multi-professional-oversight-in-care-homes---may-2020/letter-from-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-regarding-multi-professional-oversight-in-care-homes---may-2020/govscot%3Adocument/Letter%2Bfrom%2BCabinet%2BSecretary%2Bfor%2BHealth%2Band%2BSport%2Bregarding%2Bmulti%2Bprofessional%2Boversight%2Bin%2Bcare%2Bhomes%2B-%2B17%2BMay%2B2020.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/05/coronavirus-covid-19-care-home-oversight/documents/letter-from-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-regarding-multi-professional-oversight-in-care-homes---may-2020/letter-from-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-regarding-multi-professional-oversight-in-care-homes---may-2020/govscot%3Adocument/Letter%2Bfrom%2BCabinet%2BSecretary%2Bfor%2BHealth%2Band%2BSport%2Bregarding%2Bmulti%2Bprofessional%2Boversight%2Bin%2Bcare%2Bhomes%2B-%2B17%2BMay%2B2020.pdf
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Detailed information on the design, development and purpose of the App will be 
made available prior to launch at: www.testandprotect.nhs.scot. In addition, we will 
also publish a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA), an ethic’s sheet and 
Equality Impact Assessment, which takes into account Human Rights, ahead of 
national roll-out. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to its announcement on 31 July 2020 regarding the 
development of a COVID-19 contact tracing app, whether it will publish its analysis of 
any risks from the app to people's (a) privacy and (b) human rights ahead of the 
national roll-out. 
 

S5W-31191  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31190 on 26 
August 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many (a) staff and (b) children of key workers tested 
positive for COVID-19 as a result of time spent in key worker childcare hubs during 
the lockdown. 
 

S5W-31247  
 
Jeane Freeman: This information is not held centrally. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many elective surgeries were outstanding in 
Dumfries and Galloway prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, and what the average 
waiting time was. 
 

S5W-31249  
 
Jeane Freeman: As at 31 March 2020, there were 2,338 patients waiting for elective 
surgeries under the Treatment Time Guarantee in NHS Dumfries and Galloway. 
 
Of the patients treated with completed waits in quarter ending 31 March 2020, half 
were seen in 71 days or less. 
 
Information on average waiting times for patients waiting (on-going waits) for 
treatment is not available at Board level. 
 
The figures set out above are in part affected by COVID-19 when Boards were 
asked to suspend non-urgent elective activity from 17 March. 

http://www.testandprotect.nhs.scot/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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However throughout the COVID-19 pandemic NHS Dumfries and Galloway have 
managed to maintain the safe continuation of surgery for urgent, emergencies and 
urgent suspicion of cancer patients. 
 
Every effort is being made to restart elective surgery in a safe manner for patients 
and staff and will include increased theatre capacity, extended days and weekend 
working, while also maintaining the appropriate infection prevention and control 
measures. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to address the backlog in elective 
surgery in Dumfries and Galloway as a result of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31250  
 
Jeane Freeman: Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic NHS Dumfries and Galloway 
have managed to maintain the safe continuation of surgery for urgent, emergencies 
and cancer patients. 
 
Every effort is being made to restart elective surgery in a safe manner for patients 
and staff and will include increased theatre capacity, extended days and weekend 
working, while also maintaining the appropriate infection prevention and control 
measures. 
 
As part of remobilisation the Health Board is currently developing a Local 
Mobilisation Plan. 
 
This will set out the plans for the measured restart of previously paused elective 
services which is dependent on the ongoing containment of COVID-19 within NHS 
Dumfries & Galloway facilities. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether courts will prioritise domestic violence cases as they reopen following the 
COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-31227  
 
Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government recognise that trial delays present 
particular issues in the context of domestic abuse cases. That was why when initially 
announcing the restrictions on court business in March, the Scottish Courts and 
Tribunal Service (SCTS) outlined that priority would be given to custody cases - 
where people are held in police custody or on remand - and then for non-custody 
cases, as far as possible, on cases relating to domestic abuse, sexual offending and 
violence. These cases will continue to be prioritised as the courts reopen and 
resume more trials. In addition, SCTS and COPFS have been working together to 



28 

identify the most appropriate types of cases for the initial recommencement of jury 
trials, recognising that the increased capacity provided by remote jury centres will 
allow greater flexibility as to the type of cases that can be brought forward, including 
those with a greater number of witnesses and those which may involve vulnerable 
witnesses. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether charitable organisations such as drop-in centres that provide 
hot meals and supplies for those who need it are expected to follow the hospitality 
guidelines for safe reopening, or whether a more specific update will be issued. 
 

S5W-30969  
 
Fergus Ewing: Charitable organisations providing hot meals and supplies for those 
who need it should follow appropriate COVID-19 infection prevention and control 
guidelines which apply to the catering/food service sector. Food Standards Scotland 
has published a guidance package for all food businesses which details the 
measures that should be implemented to protect staff, volunteers and users of these 
services from COVID-19. The Scottish Government has also produced guidance for 
the hospitality sector which includes useful advice on measures for preventing the 
spread of COVID-19 in settings where food is served. 
 
However, it is also important that those responsible for managing these services 
contact their Local Authority Environmental Health department for advice on how this 
guidance applies to their particular circumstances. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many businesses in the (a) South 
Scotland region and (b) East Lothian constituency have had their applications to the 
Aquaculture Hardship Fund refused, and for what reasons. 
 

S5W-31170  
 
Fergus Ewing: Scottish Government received a total of 5 applications to the 
Aquaculture Hardship Fund from trout businesses which were subsequently refused. 
All of these applicants are producers of trout for the recreational sector. 
 
Hardship payments made under this scheme are granted in accordance with the 
European Commission’s Temporary Framework. This Framework excludes trout 
producers for the recreational sector from receiving direct support. The applications 
were consequently refused on this basis. 
 
Due to GPDR, we cannot issue information which could be used to identify 
individuals. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected the collection of roadkill on 
the trunk road network. 
 

S5W-31141  
 
Michael Matheson: As part of their responsibilities, the Trunk Road Operating 
Companies are contractually required to remove all dead animals from the trunk road 
network. They are also required to dispose of the carcass of any non-domestic 
animal in accordance with the requirements of the relevant local authority. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has not impacted on the collection of roadkill. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 26 AUGUST 2020 

First Minister’s Questions 
 
The following questions were asked: 
 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04302) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04303) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04305) 

5. Gillian Martin: To ask the First Minister how the Scottish Government is 
preparing for any spikes in COVID-19 infections over the winter period. (S5F-04313) 

6. Rachael Hamilton: To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish Government 
is taking in response to Police Scotland figures suggesting that reports of abuse 
against disabled people almost doubled during the lockdown. (S5F-04309) 

8. Mark Ruskell: To ask the First Minister whether adequate measures are in place 
in Scotland's university towns to prevent local COVID-19 outbreaks as students 
begin to return to campuses. (S5F-04306) 
 
Answers to these and all other questions taken by the First Minister can be found in 
the Official Report of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04302
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04303
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04305
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04313
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04309
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04306
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12763&i=115412
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Written questions lodged on 26 August 2020 

S5W-31423 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
greater clarity and specific guidance for people and organisations that provide vital 
services to community groups in community centre settings regarding (a) which 
provisions can restart and (b) the number of people who can attend gatherings and 
meetings. 
S5W-31424 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reported delays and bureaucracy that have been faced by retired GPs who have 
volunteered to help the NHS during the COVID-19 pandemic; whether it will 
investigate these delays, and how it will ensure that all retired GPs who wish to 
volunteer will be available to help deliver this year’s flu vaccination programme 
without undue delays. 
S5W-31426 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
determined a date for the safe reopening of indoor trampoline parks. 
S5W-31434 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many items of 
PPE have been provided to social care personal assistants and their employers in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31435 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that residents in the Lothian region have been unable to access COVID-19 
tests due to a lack of availability of slots at testing centres, and what action it will take 
to address this. 
S5W-31436 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on when clear Type IIR masks will be available for use in health and 
social care settings. 
S5W-31437 Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
considering regarding testing school pupils for COVID-19 quickly and in their own 
locality and, in light of the similarities that symptoms of the virus can have with cold 
and flu strains, what plans it has to introduce less invasive tests. 
S5W-31438 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of how the £97 million of consequentials from the UK 
Government's culture and heritage support package has been spent in Scotland. 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31423
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31424
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31426
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31434
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31435
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31436
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31437
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31438
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

