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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 17 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 17 August can be found on page 5 of this 
document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 17 August) 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government  
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will commit to convening a ministerial summit involving local 
government, retailers and third sector organisations to develop a longer-term plan for 
supporting people who are clinically and situationally vulnerable. 
 

S5W-30794 
 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government continues to work alongside our UK 
Government colleagues to engage with retailers on the range of challenges facing 
consumers as a result of Coronavirus – including adapting to the changes made to in 
store shopping experiences. Several meetings of a national forum attended by equality 
groups, such as RNIB and Age UK, alongside national retailers have been held to 
discuss the challenges faced and the adaptations required to support consumers.  
 
We worked closely with local authorities and other key partners to provide a 
comprehensive package of support to people who were shielding which included an 
SMS system and local phone lines to access free deliveries of food and household 
items, delivered to people’s doorstep, as well as priority delivery slots from 
supermarkets and delivery of prescriptions. We will continue to work closely with local 
authorities now that shielding has been paused to identify and provide support to 
people who need it. 
 
While many positive changes to restrictions and access have been made in recent 
weeks, we recognise that many individuals will still face both financial and / or access 
barriers to food and essentials due to the impacts of Coronavirus. That is why we have 
extended the funding available to local authorities to support individuals at risk until 30 
September. This support can be accessed through our national assistance helpline, 
on 0800 111 4000, and is available Monday to Friday, from 9 am to 5 pm. In addition 
we prepared guidance for individuals on the range of support available, including gift 
card schemes to enable others to shop on their behalf and supermarket grocery box 
offers. 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/pages/overview/
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it had with the (a) UK Government and (b) other 
devolved administrations ahead of the decision to delay the census until 2022. 
 

S5W-31003 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Throughout consideration of the options for Scotland’s Census, 
National Records of Scotland (NRS) engaged with colleagues in the Office of National 
Statistics (ONS) who are responsible for conducting the England and Wales Census, 
and with the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) who are 
responsible for conducting the census in Northern Ireland. Each of the census 
authorities have had to consider the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on their plans 
for their respective censuses.  
 
The UK Government and devolved administrations were informed of the decision to 
move Scotland’s Census to 2022 by myself on 17 July 2020.  

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it anticipates outdoor holiday clubs for 
school-aged children will be able to resume activities. 
 

S5W-30791 
 

Maree Todd: There are two circumstances in which outdoor holiday clubs can be 
provided over the summer period. Firstly, if the provider is a service registered with 
the Care Inspectorate to provide childcare and is able to operate within the current 
guidance for fully outdoor settings or for school age childcare services. Secondly, if 
the provider is delivering organised outdoor sporting activity for children and can 
operate in accordance with guidance produced by their Scottish Governing Body of 
Sport. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30276 by Clare Haughey on 8 
July 2020, when the data regarding the number of people with learning disabilities who 
have died from COVID-19 will become available. 
 

S5W-30890 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fully-outdoor-childcare-providers-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/capacity/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-staying-safe-and-protecting-others/pages/sports-culture-and-leisure-activities/#Organised%20outdoor%20sport%20for%20children%20and%20young%20people
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Clare Haughey: The Scottish Learning Disability Observatory have approval to link 
the National Records of Scotland (NRS) and NHS controlled datasets to enable them 
to investigate the impact of COVID-19 on the learning disabilities population in 
Scotland. Once they receive the datasets, it will be linked and analysed. We expect 
the evidence to be available in September, and if it meets statistical quality thresholds 
it will be published thereafter. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide financial protection for people with blood cancer who are 
advised to continue shielding by their treating team after the shielding scheme ends in 
August 2020. 
 

S5W-30820 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to adopting the Northern Ireland 
Executive's guidance for venues and couples organising marriages, civil partnerships 
or other celebratory events during the easing of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-31015 
 

Ash Denham: In Scotland, we are currently advising that no more than 20 people 
should attend a marriage ceremony or civil partnership registration, provided they can 
be accommodated safely with physical distancing in the chosen venue. Receptions or 
other celebrations related to a marriage or civil partnership must continue to comply 
with the restrictions on public gatherings under the Health Protection Regulations and 
in guidance. 
 
This position will continue to be kept under careful review and we will continue to 
consider various approaches, including the approach taken by other jurisdictions such 
as Northern Ireland. Any further changes to the current restrictions will depend on 
public health advice. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on allowing more than 20 guests to attend a wedding should the 
venue permit safe distancing. 
 

S5W-31017 
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Ash Denham: With effect from 15 July, Scottish Ministers amended the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to remove the 
restriction on the number of households allowed to be present at marriage ceremonies 
and civil partnership registrations. 
 
At present, we are advising that no more than 20 people should attend a marriage 
ceremony or civil partnership registration, provided they can be accommodated safely 
with physical distancing in the chosen venue. This limit will be reviewed again at the 
end of August.  
 
Our position will continue to be kept under careful review and we will continue to 
consider ways to permit marriage ceremonies and civil partnership registrations to take 
place safely. Any further changes to the current limit on numbers will depend on public 
health advice. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason the updated COVID-19 guidance for makeup artists applies only to those 
working on their own premises, and when it expects to issue further guidance to 
those providing a mobile service. 
 

S5W-30993 
 

Christina McKelvie: Where close contact services are provided in a fixed premises it 
is possible for the service provider to maintain control of the environment, ensuring 
appropriate cleaning and other measures are in place to protect both workers and their 
customers. Work performed in customers’ homes carries additional risks that must be 
appropriately considered before mobile make up services can resume. Further 
guidance is being developed to ensure that these services can recommence as soon 
as it is safe to do so. 
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Written questions lodged on 17 August 2020 

S5W-31190 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its 
announcement on 31 July 2020 regarding the development of a COVID-19 contact 
tracing app, whether it will publish the (a) app design and development reports and 
(b) documents explaining the product ahead of the national roll-out.  
S5W-31191 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its 
announcement on 31 July 2020 regarding the development of a COVID-19 contact 
tracing app, whether it will publish its analysis of any risks from the app to 
people's (a) privacy and (b) human rights ahead of the national roll-out. 
S5W-31230 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government when further details 
of how local authorities will administer the Transitional Support Fund will be made 
available. 
S5W-31237 Mike Rumbles: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the Honk for 
Hope event that took place in Edinburgh on 6 August 2020, and the reported 
challenges facing the coach sector during the COVID-19 outbreak, whether it will 
respond to the proposal for support set out by the Confederation of Passenger 
Transport UK. 
S5W-31240 Mike Rumbles: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the evidence on which it based its decision not to advise that secondary school 
students should wear face coverings in schools. 
S5W-31242 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans 
to move the 2021 school exam diet back by a month in light of students missing out 
on a month of tuition in their new subjects as a result of the lockdown. 
S5W-31245 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures are being taken to promote and ensure infection control among 
school pupils with learning difficulties as part of the return to full-time schooling. 
S5W-31246 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider permitting extended household bubbles as part of local lockdown measures 
in situations where cities and towns experience an outbreak of COVID-19. 
S5W-31247 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
staff and (b) children of key workers tested positive for COVID-19 as a result of time 
spent in key worker childcare hubs during the lockdown. 
S5W-31248 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether school 
and college exam candidates who were given estimated grades for the 2020 exam 
diet will have a note on their exam certificate explaining that these results were an 
estimate as a result of the exam diet not going ahead due to COVID-19. 
S5W-31249 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government how many elective 
surgeries were outstanding in Dumfries and Galloway prior to the COVID-19 
outbreak, and what the average waiting time was.  
S5W-31250 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
address the backlog in elective surgery in Dumfries and Galloway as a result of 
COVID-19.  
S5W-31251 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-30952 by Christina McKelvie on 13 August 2020, whether it 
will provide further details of when the further guidance regarding mobile beauty 
salons will be published. 
S5W-31256 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what specific steps it 
will take as part of its Economic Recovery Implementation Plan to strengthen 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31190
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31191
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31230
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31237
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31240
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31242
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31245
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31246
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31247
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31248
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31249
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31250
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31251
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31256
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Scotland’s brand value across the UK internal market to support both inward 
investment and exports to the rest of the UK. 
S5W-31257 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how it will identify 
business leaders to engage with its officials on providing both challenge and support 
for policy development as set out in its Economic Recovery Implementation Plan. 
S5W-31258 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how small and micro 
business representation will be included in plans to invite business leaders to 
engage with senior officials as set out in its Economic Recovery Implementation 
Plan, and what proportion of overall engagement has been targeted for those 
sectors. 
S5W-31259 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government, as set out in its 
Economic Recovery Implementation Plan, whether it will set a target for a proportion 
of the increase in private sector representation on agency and public boards to 
feature small and micro business representation. 
S5W-31263 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what target it will set 
for public procurement spend with small local businesses as part of its plan to make 
it easier for local businesses to bid for and win contracts as set out in its Economic 
Recovery Implementation Plan. 
S5W-31264 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how many laptops 
with internet access were provided to disadvantaged children as part of its 
commitment to provide 25,000 of these, also broken down by local authority area.  
S5W-31265 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether applications 
to its proposed Transition Training Fund will be restricted to those having worked in 
specific sectors and, if so, which ones. 
S5W-31271 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government when updated 
COVID-19 guidance will be provided for professional dog walking companies in order 
for them to walk dogs off the lead in a safe, secure area or in less populated areas, 
while making sure the individual and the dog follow social distancing measures by 
keeping two metres away from other people and pets.  
S5W-31272 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance is 
available for home schooling groups regarding social distancing and restrictions on 
the number of households able to meet up. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31257
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31258
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31259
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31263
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31264
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31265
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31271
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31272
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

