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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 13 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 13 August can be found on page 15 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Portfolio Questions on 13 August are included at page 13. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 13 August) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the implementation and use of the 
Safety Huddle Template in care homes across Scotland. 
 

S5W-31169  
 
Jeane Freeman: I can confirm that from 14 August 2020, the automated, web based 
Turas Care Management safety huddle tool will go live across Scotland. Data 
collection from the tool will commence from the week beginning 17 August 2020. I 
expect all care homes to be registered and using the automated safety huddle tool 
by 24 August.  
 
The original Excel version of the safety huddle template was developed with the care 
home sector and other key stakeholders including representatives from the Care 
Inspectorate, Health and Social Care Partnerships, Scottish Care, Scottish Social 
Care Services Council, Scottish Government representatives from across 
Directorates, Scottish Executives Nurse Directors, Community Lead Nurses, Health 
Protection Scotland and NHS Board Public Health Directors. This has been used by 
care homes across Scotland, and we have continued to work with these 
stakeholders to ensure that the automated safety huddle is fit for purpose and meets 
the requirements of the staff who use it, both for the inputting of data at a care home 
level and on the reviewing of the data. 
 
This work is incredibly important, not only now in our response to COVID-19 but 
beyond. This will enable more consistent national reporting of the data originally 
captured through the excel version of the safety huddle returns and will also help to 
reduce the data burden on our care homes, whilst supporting improved reporting and 
better analysis of the information on a local and national basis. It will also enable our 
Health and Social Care Partnerships, NHS Boards and oversight groups undertake 
their assurance roles which are so important at this time and to ensure that the 
necessary support is given to the care home sector when it is required. 
 
The tool has been developed so that it is futureproofed, to allow for changes to be 
made in the future, post COVID-19. Suggestions for future additions to the tool 
include the addition of quality indicators, including number of complaints, critical 
incidents, falls, pressure sores, medication errors, no of initial referral discussions 
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relating to adult support and protection etc, which would allow trend reporting for 
quality improvement. Furthermore, future amendments to the tool could also align 
with the data collected under the Care Inspectorate legislative framework through 
the e-form reporting and annual returns. The web based tool has the capacity to add 
links to the Care Inspectorate e-forms for ease of completion and the data from the 
safety huddle could be used to provide real time reporting for the Care Inspectorate 
going forward and support the delivery of evidence based in scrutiny visits. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether mobile beauty salons that provide treatments such 
as massages are able to resume providing services. 
 

S5W-30952  
 
Christina McKelvie: Mobile beauty and massage close contact services performed 
in customers’ homes are currently not permitted. This is due to concerns regarding 
the provision of certain services in uncontrolled environments. Beauty and massage 
services can take place in a business owners’ own premises provided they follow the 
published guidance. Further guidance is being developed to ensure that mobile 
close contact services can recommence as soon as it is safe to do so. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it is providing to local authorities to ensure that schools take account 
of the needs of pupils with visual impairment when implementing measures in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including those related to social distancing. 
 

S5W-30925  
 
John Swinney: I recognise that children and young people with additional support 
needs, including those with complex needs such as a visual impairment, will require 
support to return to school. Schools and local authorities are best placed to identify 
how to meet the individual needs of their pupils and have been working hard to 
develop plans to do so as schools reopen.  
 
Following the First Minister’s statement to Parliament on 30 July confirming the 
reopening of schools on 11 August, accompanying guidance to support a safe return 
to school for all children, young people and staff was published on the Scottish 
Government’s website: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/.The guidance takes full 
account of the scientific advice received and the advice of the Education Recovery 
Group and other key stakeholders. 
 
We have also published continuity in learning guidance, which sets out the latest 
advice on what education authorities and schools should consider for pupils with 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/
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additional support needs, including those with complex support needs. This focuses 
on reviewing individualised plans in discussion with parents, carers, children and 
young people, with support from partner services. It also recognises that some 
children and young people will have new needs as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
As the guidance outlines, individual provisions and interventions will require constant 
review to ensure they continue to meet children and young peoples’ learning and 
wellbeing needs as they return to school. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will support teachers with the creation of online learning materials, and what role it 
considers digital learning will play when schools return in August. 
 

S5W-30960  
 
John Swinney: Education Scotland have been supporting teachers to improve and 
support the delivery of online learning since before coronavirus came to Scotland. 
Since March 2020, Education Scotland provided 40 webinars in which over 3800 
practitioners have engaged, focusing on the delivery and creation of online learning. 
 
The Education Scotland website digilearn.scot hosts access to a range of support 
such as live and recorded webinars, practitioner learning pathways and practitioner 
blog posts which have had 120,000 views during lockdown. 
 
The use of digital tools for learning and teaching has been extensive during 
lockdown and has provided continuity of learning experiences. The breadth of skills 
developed by practitioners across a range of digital platforms and applications over 
the past several months will continue to prove valuable in improving learning and 
teaching in the new academic year.  
 
Teachers are more prepared than ever to deliver in a blended model if necessary 
thanks to the additional professional learning; Scottish Government investment in 
devices and connectivity; and updates to the national intranet, Glow. This work will 
continue to develop the digital literacy skills that learners will require for their 
learning, life and work in the future. 
  
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it will take to help schools to support pupils who have to self-isolate as a result 
of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30961  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises that online learning is an 
important tool to support learning, especially where families may be required to 
shield as we all continue to work to suppress coronavirus and keep vulnerable 
people safe.  
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That is why the Scottish Government published its “Coronavirus: support for 
continuity in learning” guidance which includes links to relevant resources for 
practitioners and parents.  
 
For pupils that are required to self-isolate, local authorities must ensure that pupils 
have continued access to education. We would expect this to be in line with 
previously tried and tested approaches to support pupils who cannot attend school 
due to illness. This may include the delivery of local resources for home learning and 
using national resources supported by Education Scotland such as Scotland Learns.  
 
Officers of Education Scotland will be deployed to support local authorities as 
required. Education Scotland will also support and encourage partnership working 
between schools with other agencies such as allied health professionals and social 
work, to support those families who are shielding. This will involve signposting 
materials and resources which can support learning at home and address mental 
health needs resulting from shielding and the resultant isolation.  
 
Additionally, Education Scotland, local authorities and a wide range of key partners 
are working with the digital learning platform, e-Sgoil, to ensure the availability of 
online lessons that will help support and augment the work of classroom teachers 
across the country in their local arrangements for schools reopening on 11 August. 
E- Sgoil will train a number of additional teachers from local authorities to provide 
online lessons which learners in the senior phase across Scotland can access via 
Glow. These lessons will be available to all local authorities in Scotland. 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it will make 
available to secondary schools to respond to any mental health and wellbeing issues 
among pupils following the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-30970  
 
John Swinney: We recognise that young people’s mental health and wellbeing will 
have been affected during lockdown and know how important it is for schools to 
stand ready to play a prominent role in supporting their pupils. Supporting and 
improving pupils’ mental health has therefore been at the heart of planning for 
reopening schools on 11 August and is set out clearly in our guidance on continuity 
in learning, which can be accessed at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-
learning/ 
 
In terms of funding support, in July we announced £80 million funding to recruit more 
teachers and support staff to enable schools to intensify support for children and 
young people as they return to full time face-to-face education. The final numbers 
will of course be dependent on the precise needs of each school however, this 
investment provides local authorities with the assurance they require to progress 
plans immediately. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/
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Excellent progress has been made during lockdown and authorities have well-
developed whole-school and targeted interventions, including support from 
educational psychologists and counsellors. We also collated and published the 
resources available to schools to support pupils’ mental health and wellbeing on 
Education Scotland’s website, which can be accessed here: 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-
staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/ 
 
We will continue to work hard and in partnership to ensure a safe and welcoming 
start to the new term for all pupils and staff. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much funding available under the Small Business Grant 
Scheme has not been allocated, and what plans are in place to ensure that any 
underspend is targeted at businesses still in need of support. 
 

S5W-30728  
 
Kate Forbes: We are still working through calculating the final position on the Small 
Business Grant Scheme and there is likely to be a tail as individual Local Authorities 
continue to work through outstanding claims and appeals. Consequently forecast 
outturn on the schemes is still within a range and final figures have yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
However, we have already redeployed some of the funding, as our financial support 
exceeds the business support consequentials passed on from the UK Government 
and actively worked to fill the gaps in the UK scheme. This included £185m to 
support the self-employed and SMEs which was allocated across three main funds 
for the newly self-employed, for the creative, tourism and hospitality sector and for 
viable but vulnerable SMEs.  
 
We will continue to support Scotland’s businesses by passing on every penny we 
receive from the UK Government for this purpose, and more, directly to Scottish 
businesses.  
 
We continue to review and identify where additional support may be required, and 
press the UK Government for additional fiscal flexibilities which are focused, limited 
and temporary. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what percentage of self-catering businesses that applied for 
financial support from the Small Business Grant Scheme were successful, and what 
help will be made available to those that did not receive any financial support. 
 

S5W-30727  
 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/
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Kate Forbes: The Small Business Support Grants and Retail, Hospitality and 
Leisure Grants are administered and awarded by Local Authorities. The Scottish 
Government has collected data on a weekly basis pertaining to the total number of 
business support grant applications made and the total number of grants awarded by 
each local authority. Property or business-level data on applications or awards is not 
held centrally. 
 
Our financial support exceeds the business support consequentials passed on from 
the UK Government and actively works to fill the gaps in the UK scheme. This 
includes a £185m fund to support the self-employed and SMEs is broken into three 
main funds for the newly self-employed, for the creative, tourism and hospitality 
sector and for viable but vulnerable SMEs. All three funds are now closed to new 
applications. 
 
We continue to review and identify where additional support may be required, and 
press the UK Government for additional fiscal flexibilities which are focused, limited 
and temporary. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when acupuncture clinics will be able to reopen as part of 
the easing of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-30883  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Following a clinical assessment, personal retail services, including 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine services (CAMs) and massage therapy, 
were advised that they could resume services as of 22 July 2020, where the service 
is carried out in a therapist’s own premises (i.e. not a mobile therapist, who provides 
treatment in a patient’s home), and the close contact retail guidance has been 
updated to reflect this. 
 
The Scottish Government are undertaking further clinical assessment of the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 for mobile massage and CAM services, and are 
considering whether further guidance is required for these. 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
international supply chains, what action it is taking to encourage and increase the 
manufacturing of medical devices and PPE in Scotland, and what analysis it has 
carried out of (a) the potential economic impact of such an approach and (b) how 
this could improve national resilience. 

 
S5W-30885  

 
Jeane Freeman: In order to strengthen our domestic supplies of medical devices 
and PPE, NHS Scotland, Scottish Government, Scottish Enterprise and the National 
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Manufacturing Institute Scotland have supported a wide range of Scottish 
businesses to increase their manufacturing output in response to Covid-19. 
 
Well over 50 Scottish businesses have expanded or repurposed production to help 
meet NHS Scotland demand and bolster supply chain resilience. For example, Berry 
BPI on-shored production of over 100 million polythene aprons – equivalent to a full 
year’s supply for NHS Scotland – creating an additional 60 jobs in Greenock. We are 
working to preserve and create jobs, and develop resilience against future shocks 
including the possibility of a second wave or future pandemics. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that drug-related deaths 
have increased during the COVID-19 lockdown, and whether Police Scotland will 
publish this data. 
 

S5W-30667  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is concerned by any reports regarding an 
increase in drug related deaths. We are fully committed to doing everything within 
our powers to tackle this issue, including supporting the ongoing work of the Drug 
Death Taskforce. 
 
We work closely with Police Scotland and Public Health Scotland to monitor the 
number of drug deaths and any arising trends. Arrangements for the sharing of 
police data is a matter for Police Scotland.  
 
National Records Scotland (NRS) is responsible for publishing the official national 
statistics on Scottish drug deaths on an annual basis. We are currently awaiting 
details from them with regards to the date of publication of the 2019 drug death 
statistics. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what changes will be made in the delivery of occupational therapy 
appointments and clinics as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30841  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Occupational therapists provide an important service in supporting 
people to regain and maintain healthy independent lives. During the initial stages of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, Occupational Therapists were providing essential only care. 
The Scottish Government is currently developing a framework on recovery and 
rehabilitation from Covid-19 that will put in place clear principles, priorities and 
objectives to support planning and delivery to meet increasing demand and to 
provide high quality person-centred rehabilitation in different settings, including 
Occupational Therapy. The scope of this will cover the different ways people have 
been affected by the virus and inform delivery of services as a result of Covid-19. 
We expect this Framework to be published this month. 
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Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 social distancing measures. 
what action it is taking to ensure that blind and partially-sighted people feel confident 
that they are able to receive the support they require when in public spaces, and 
how it will promote awareness among the public that the measures do not prohibit 
them being guided. 
 

S5W-30973  
 
Christina McKelvie: In order that blind and partially-sighted people, and others that 
require guide support when out and about, can feel confident that they are able to 
receive the support they require, Scottish Government officials have worked with 
Public Health Scotland to develop guidance for those who provide guide support. 
 
This guidance is available to the public on the Scottish Government website at 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for those providing guide support and has been 
shared across Scottish Government policy areas and with Sight Loss Sector 
organisations and Sensory Impairment Leads across the country, for local 
dissemination to their stakeholders. 
 
In addition, Scottish Government has shared this guidance on twitter and other social 
media, to further raise public awareness. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the development of a COVID-19 antibody test. 
 

S5W-29955  
 
Jeane Freeman: As part of the NHSScotland response to COVID-19, an innovation 
workstream has been created to manage the evaluation of antibody and swab (PCR) 
tests. Updates on progress can be found at: https://www.hiap-
scotland.org/News/HealthInnovation/4 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what arrangements will be put in place to allow friends and relatives of 
care home residents to be tested for COVID-19, using the same procedures as staff 
so that they can be allowed to visit. 
 

S5W-30893  
 
Jeane Freeman: On 8 August, the Scottish Government updated its plan and 
guidance outlining a staged approach to the safe introduction of visiting in care 
homes during the COVID-19 outbreak. The guidance sets out a 4 stage pathway that 
care homes can progress through; with each of stage allowing further visiting options 
for family and friends. From 10 August, 2-3 visitors per resident are permitted 
outdoors, subject to appropriate physical distancing and Personal Protective 
Equipment requirements being satisfied.  Indoor visits with one designated person 

https://www.hiap-scotland.org/News/HealthInnovation/4
https://www.hiap-scotland.org/News/HealthInnovation/4
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for 30 minutes once a week will be permitted once plans have been developed by 
care homes and approved by the local Director of Public Health ideally by 24 August. 
Visiting will only be permitted in care homes which are established and declared free 
of all COVID19 cases by local health protection teams 28 days from last date of 
positive test result or where appropriate symptoms of any resident or staff member. 
 
In respect of testing visitors, the guidance states that there may be occasions when 
the local health protection team decides there is a need to test visitors for COVID-19 
in an area or in a particular home. This should be considered as part of local risk 
assessment processes taking into account the prevalence and incidence of infection 
in the local community; outbreaks; hotspots which may increase risk of infection 
among visitors to care homes. The guidance also recommends that that care homes 
put in place a system to ensure that visitors do not attend with COVID-19 relevant 
symptoms including asking heath screening questions. This is alongside 
requirements to physically distance, use of face coverings and where appropriate 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and strict hand and respiratory hygiene.  
 
The updated guidance can be accessed here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-
guidance/ 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to the BBC programme, Disclosure: The Care Home Scandal; what 
action it will take to reform the care home sector, and for what reason the (a) First 
Minister and (b) health secretary did not participate in an interview for the 
programme. 
 

S5W-30956  
 
Jeane Freeman: The First Minister confirmed on 29 July that the issues raised in the 
BBC Disclosure programme are important and substantial and require consideration 
and scrutiny to enable lessons to be learned for the future. Since the start of this 
pandemic the priority of the Scottish Government has been to protect the people of 
Scotland and save lives based on the best available scientific information we have 
had about the virus at the time decisions were made or action was taken. The 
Scottish Government will continue to take account of scientific advice as efforts 
continue to focus on dealing with the crisis.  
 
The Scottish Government is committed, at an appropriate time, after the immediacy 
of the crisis, to consider the future of care home provision. Before the pandemic, 
working with a range of partners, including care users, local authorities and the 
social care sector, the Scottish Government had begun work to consider the future of 
social care provision. This work identified a number of priorities to support change 
and improvement. These priorities included how social care is understood and 
valued by individuals and society; how it is funded and paid for into the future; what 
models of care are needed in Scotland and how they are delivered; and how Fair 
Work is achieved for all of our vital social care workforce. The pandemic has brought 
many of these issues in social care into sharper focus, and as the renewal and 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
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recovery phase commences, the Scottish Government’s ambition is to reinforce the 
collaborative work already seen and to accelerate reform.  
 
Time constraints on Ministers in dealing with the pandemic, meant that the First 
Minister was unable to be interviewed for the Disclosure programme and as I 
advised you in the Chamber, I was unwell.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many agency care workers are employed in the care sector; how many of these 
have been tested for COVID-19, and how regularly these tests are carried out. 
 

S5W-30552  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government does not hold information on how many 
agency workers are employed in the care sector, which as the member knows is 
delivered by a mix of private, independent and local authority providers. 
 
Guidance has been developed to ensure that all staff deployed to care homes for 
adults and older people from staffing agencies are tested for COVID-19 prior to 
deployment. Agencies who provide staff to these care homes should utilise the UK 
Government employee referral portal to proactively ensure that a cohort of staff have 
been tested who can then be deployed in to care homes at short notice as required. 
 
Agency staff who work in care homes on longer term contracts should be tested in 
the same way as substantive staff are tested in the care home, every 7 days, 
regardless of whether there has been a confirmed Covid-19 case in the care home 
or not. 
 
Symptomatic agency care workers, not working in a care homes, can access key 
worker testing. More information on testing is available on the Scottish Government 
website - https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-
tested/pages/overview 
 
 
Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to introducing social 
distancing badges or lanyards similar to those developed in Wales to support people 
who are at higher risk from COVID-19 to indicate to others that they need to maintain 
physical distancing in public places. 
 

S5W-30966  
 
Jeane Freeman: Physical distancing and good hand hygiene are the most effective 
measures in preventing the spread of Covid-19, and the Scottish Government is not 
considering introducing physical distancing badges or lanyards.  
 
Although significant progress has been made in reducing the spread of the virus, 
The Scottish Government is clear that the risk to the public remains significant, 
especially for those in the higher risk and shielding categories. For this reason it is 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/overview
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/overview
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critical that everyone, but especially those in these high risk groups, follow our 
FACTS guidance, namely: 
• Face Coverings in enclosed spaces 
• Avoid crowded places 
• Clean hands and surfaces regularly 
• Two metre distancing; and 
• Self-isolate and book a test if you have symptoms 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many NHS staff working with cancer patients have been tested for 
COVID-19 since 8 July 2020, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-30742  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of required staff working with cancer patients were 
tested in the first week of COVID-19 testing, which commenced on 8 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30743  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the data received from the DWP to actively inform families that 
they might be eligible for the Best Start Foods and/or the Best Start Grant includes 
all families that have claimed universal credit since the COVID-19 lockdown began. 
 

S5W-30994  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: Social Security Scotland uses data from the Department 
of Work and Pensions to send ‘Invitation to Apply’ letters. This does not mean that 
the Department of Work and Pensions supplies Social Security Scotland with data 
on every live Universal Credit claim in Scotland as it would not be appropriate for 
them to share data which we do not need to deliver our services.  
 
Instead, the Department of Work and Pensions only shares data on live Scottish 
Universal Credit claims, where the client’s family includes a child or children under 
the age of 6 years old. This data does not cover claims that have ended, in the 
period since the last extract of data was shared, or any unprocessed Universal 
Credit applications.  
 
This data enables Social Security Scotland to process Best Start Grant and Best 
Start Food applications. We compare the data received from the Department for 
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Work and Pension, against our records of the payments we have already made and 
the applications we have received, so that we do not send an ‘Invitation to apply’ 
letter to anyone who has already had a payment or who has recently applied. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 13 AUGUST 2020 

Portfolio Questions 

Finance 

1. Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what funding the finance secretary will 
allocate to supporting workers in the longer-term once the furlough scheme ends. 
(S5O-04460) 

2. Bob Doris: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment has been made of 
the financial pressures facing local authorities as they seek to reopen leisure and 
community facilities. (S5O-04461) 

3. Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on the 
additional UK Government funding to support Scotland’s people and businesses 
through the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5O-04462) 

4. Gil Paterson: To ask the Scottish Government what recent discussions the 
finance secretary has had with the UK Government regarding the financial response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04463) 

5. Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government what additional funding the 
finance secretary has made available to allow schools to return from 11 August. 
(S5O-04464) 

7. Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what further measures the 
finance secretary will introduce to help businesses recover from the COVID-19 crisis. 
(S5O-04466) 

8. Stewart Stevenson: To ask the Scottish Government what funding the finance 
secretary will allocate to support people who are looking for work or at risk of 
redundancy as a result of COVID-19. (S5O-04467) 

Rural Economy and Tourism 

2. Graham Simpson: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the impact of the Eat Out to Help Out Scheme on the rural and tourism 
economies in Scotland. (S5O-04477) 

4. David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government what importance it places on 
the role and contribution of showpeople and funfair operators to tourism. (S5O-
04479) 

6. Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that the post-
lockdown economy in rural communities benefits from, but does not become overly 
dependent on, tourism. (S5O-04481) 

7. Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to 
tourism businesses involved in the organising, planning and hosting of weddings in 
Dumfries and Galloway and other rural economies that are reliant on the wedding 
industry. (S5O-04482) 

8. Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government what the impact of COVID-19 has 
been on the availability of workers in the rural economy and tourism sectors.  (S5O-
04483) 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04460
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04461
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04462
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04463
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04464
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04466
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04467
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04477
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04479
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04479
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04481
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04482
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04483
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04483
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Answers to these and all other Portfolio Questions can be found in the Official Report 
of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12742
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Written questions lodged on 13 August 2020 

S5W-31189 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what the scientific 
basis is for maintaining the restrictions on access to mobile complementary therapies 
that were imposed in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, and by what date it 
expects these services will be able to resume. 
S5W-31192 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects the 
Scottish Bowel Screening programme to resume. 
S5W-31193 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government when indoor youth 
activities such as dance classes will be able to resume and what scientific advice 
underpins any ongoing restrictions. 
S5W-31201 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what impact the 
COVID-19 pandemic and any potential subsequent rise in unemployment is 
having on its measures to reduce child poverty. 
S5W-31202 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government when assessments 
for dyslexia, dyspraxia, ADHD, ADD and other neurodevelopmental disorders will be 
allowed to resume, in light of them having been suspended since the beginning of 
the lockdown restrictions. 
S5W-31210 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of reports that some 
schools have withdrawn water fountain access because of concerns regarding 
COVID-19, what additional resources it is providing to (a) education authorities and 
(b) the managers of grant-aided schools to support them in meeting their statutory 
requirement to provide free drinking water on premises at all times. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31189
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31192
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31193
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31201
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31202
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31210
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

