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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 10 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 10 August can be found on page 6 of this 
document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 10 August) 
 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome was of its latest review into border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-31109 
 

Humza Yousaf: We have reviewed the border health measures closely over the last 
three weeks and have assessed that there remains a requirement for them to remain 
in place to reduce the risk of transmission and safeguard health.  
 
We continue to keep countries under review and where there is clear evidence we will 
not hesitate to make changes to our country specific exemptions list. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30120 by Aileen 
Campbell on 17 July 2020, what consideration was given to including church halls in 
the scheme, and whether the potential for discrimination was reviewed as part of any 
decision. 
 

S5W-30928 
 

Kate Forbes: In addition to the £350m Communities Fund, including the Third Sector 
Resilience Fund, the Scottish Government has provided over £2.3 billion of support to 
businesses through grants and reliefs. The Small Business Support Grant was 
available for church halls which met the eligibility criteria.  
 
The criteria for the Coronavirus Business Support Grant Scheme was linked to the 
non-domestic rates system. Church halls were listed as a qualifying purpose and to 
be eligible, the premises had to be in receipt of the Small Business Bonus Scheme, or 
eligible for Small Business Bonus Scheme but in receipt of a range of other reliefs, 
including Charitable Rate Relief. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the safety of allowing outdoor 
fitness activities for adults in groups, provided appropriate health and safety measures 
are in place. 
 

S5W-30736 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out 
of lockdown were guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision 
Making. Proposals are technically assessed using the best available evidence and 
analysis of their potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader 
society to minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be 
suppressed. 
 
Public health and wellbeing remains a key priority and we must all continue to play our 
part in supressing the spread of the virus. Everyone should continue to adhere to the 
guidance to ensure the transition back to sport is as safe, swift and effective as 
possible. 
 
The Phase 3 route map, published on 30 July, notes that certain restrictions on sports 
coaches may be relaxed from 3 August once relevant guidance is agreed and 
implemented. sportscotland is working closely with the sporting sector and will provide 
coaches with the necessary guidance to enable a return to outdoor fitness classes, 
once the parameters and guidance documents are approved by Ministers. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with outdoor fitness providers 
regarding (a) when they can restart all activities and (b) the guidance that will underpin 
such activities, and when it expects this guidance will be ready. 
 

S5W-30737 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: We have been working with sportscotland and the sporting sector 
throughout the pandemic.  
 
sportscotland has produced guidance for coaches, leaders, personal trainers, and 
instructors, which can be found on its website at: https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-
19/getting-coaches-ready-for-sport/. This will be updated to reflect additional changes 
as soon as possible after changes are announced. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it anticipates cricket matches will be able to be played 
without any restrictions, in light of many cricketers reportedly stating that this can be 
done safely. 
 

S5W-30741 

https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/getting-coaches-ready-for-sport/
https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/getting-coaches-ready-for-sport/
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Joe FitzPatrick: We are continuing to work with sportscotland and our sporting 
governing bodies to enable all sports to return when it is safe to do so. Should the 
virus continue to be controlled, inter-club matches should be permitted to take place. 
 
sportscotland will continue to liaise with Cricket Scotland, who will continue to provide 
clubs with updated guidance. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether its COVID-19 daily testing statistics include the number 
of home test kits sent out or of tests completed and returned. 
 

S5W-30659 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason the data it is using to commence 
quarantine checks for international arrivals in Scotland was not considered to be of 
sufficient quality on 22 June 2020. 
 

S5W-30668 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will establish a third sector recovery and renewal fund for third 
sector health and care organisations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30695 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government when it anticipates being able to relax the restrictions 
on attendances at weddings and wedding receptions. 
 

S5W-30784 
 

Ash Denham: With effect from 15 July, Scottish Ministers removed the restrictions in 
the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 affecting attendance 
at marriage ceremonies and civil partnership registrations, subject to the need to 
maintain physical distancing within the couple’s chosen venue. 
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At present, we are advising that no more than 20 people should attend a marriage 
ceremony or civil partnership registration, even where a larger number could be 
accommodated. This limit will be reviewed again on 20 August. 
 
Receptions or other celebrations related to a marriage or civil partnership must 
continue to comply with the restrictions on public gatherings under the Health 
Protection Regulations.  
 
We will continue to consider how to permit all marriage ceremonies and civil 
partnership registrations to take place, with improved hygiene and other precautions, 
during Phase 4 of our route map, taking account of medical and scientific advice. 
During Phase 4 we also anticipate that further relaxations on gatherings of family and 
friends will be possible.  
 
The Scottish Government continues to keep the position under careful review. In 
relation to the Health Protection Regulations, as soon as the Scottish Ministers 
consider that a restriction or requirement in the Health Protection Regulations is no 
longer necessary to prevent, protect against, control or respond to the incidence or 
spread of the infection, the Scottish Ministers must end the restriction or requirement. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government on what date marriages will resume in places of worship and 
civil settings as part of the easing of lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-30831 
 

Ash Denham: With effect from 15 July, Scottish Ministers removed the restrictions in 
the Health Protection (Coronavirus)(Scotland) Regulations 2020 affecting attendance 
at marriage ceremonies and civil partnership registrations, subject to the need to 
maintain physical distancing within the couple’s chosen venue. 
 
This means that it is now possible for a marriage ceremony or civil partnership 
registration to take place in any venue permitted to open under the Health Protection 
Regulations, such as hospitality venues, places of worship and registration offices. 
 
The Scottish Government has published guidance for couples and celebrants to 
coincide with this change. At present, we are advising that no more than 20 people 
should attend a marriage ceremony or civil partnership registration, provided they can 
be accommodated safely with the necessary physical distancing in the couple's 
chosen venue. This limit will be reviewed again on 20 August. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that drug-related deaths 
have increased during the COVID-19 lockdown, and whether Police Scotland will 
publish this data. 
 

S5W-30667 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnership-registrations/
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Humza Yousaf: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many prison officers have been tested for COVID-
19, and how many tested (a) positive, (b) negative and (c) inconclusive. 
 

S5W-30670 
 

Humza Yousaf: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what formula it used to allocate the additional £22 million of COVID-19 funding for the 
Scottish Welfare Fund, and how much each local authority has been allocated. 
 

S5W-31014 
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28039 
on 3 April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to additional support 
for the oil and gas sector, in light of low oil prices caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30657 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Written questions lodged on 10 August 2020 
 
S5W-31121 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether the hospitality sector should invest in temperature screening devices to 
tackle COVID-19 and support the reopening of businesses. 
S5W-31122 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance and advice it 
has issued to the hospitality sector regarding the use of temperature screening 
measures to tackle the spread of COVID-19. 
S5W-31123 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on WHO 
guidance on temperature screening that describes it as “not an effective way to stop” 
the spread of COVID-19. 
S5W-31124 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it 
has made available to childminders to support them with adhering to the changes 
required by (a) it and (b) the Care Inspectorate in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
S5W-31125 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
Transitional Support Fund for childcare providers is not available to childminders. 
S5W-31127 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
support it will provide for (a) gyms and (b) other businesses that continue to be 
closed by the COVID-19 lockdown regulations.  
S5W-31135 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-29778 by Jeane Freeman on 3 August 2020, for what reason it has 
not provided resources to local authorities to ensure that all care home staff are 
tested. 
S5W-31136 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-29778 by Jeane Freeman on 3 August 2020, for what reason there 
was a three-week delay between announcing routine testing for all care home staff 
and guidance on this being issued. 
S5W-31137 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-30898 by Jeane Freeman on 6 August 2020, whether the distance 
noted from Dumbarton to Port Glasgow is actually 16 miles by road and not 5.5 miles 
as indicated, which appears to be the distance measured in a straight line. 
S5W-31138 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects the 
Childminding Workforce Support Fund to reopen for applications. 
S5W-31139 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to review and update guidance and legislation regarding insolvency, in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31141 John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Government how the COVID-19 
pandemic has affected the collection of roadkill on the trunk road network. 
S5W-31142 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide details of the clinical advice and evidence that it has considered in relation to 
the closure of swimming pools. 
S5W-31143 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide the scientific reasoning for extracurricular classes at school not being 
permitted to restart until mid-September 2020. 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31121
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31122
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31123
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31124
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31125
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31127
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31135
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31136
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31137
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31138
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31139
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31141
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31142
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31143
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

