
1 

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 5 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 5 August can be found on page 13 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 5 August) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Government Initiated Question 
 

Gail Ross (Caithness and Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when its response to the reports of the Advisory Group 
on Economic Recovery and Enterprise and Skills Strategic Board Sub-Group will be 
published. 
 

S5W-31079  
 
John Swinney: Our responses, Addressing the labour market emergency: The 
Scottish Government’s response to the Report by the Enterprise & Skills Strategic 
Board sub-group on measures to mitigate the labour market impacts from COVID-19 
and Economic Recovery Implementation Plan: The Scottish Government's response 
to the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery, will be published today at 10:15 on 
the Scottish Government website. 
 
The published reports can be found at the following links: 
 
Economic Recovery Implementation Plan: The Scottish Government's response to 
the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery 
 
The Scottish Government’s response to the Report by the Enterprise & Skills 
Strategic Board sub-group on measures to mitigate the labour market impacts from 
COVID-19. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to continue distributing food 
boxes to people who have been shielding from the COVID-19 pandemic, and what 
its policy is regarding items distributed that the recipient says were not required or 
not used. 
 

S5W-30934  
 
John Swinney: Free grocery boxes were made available to people who were 
shielding from COVID-19 to support them in following the shielding advice. For 
logistical reasons, these were standardised boxes. In those circumstances, it was 
recognised that some people could choose not to use all of the items supplied. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/blueprint-scotlands-wellbeing-economy/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/blueprint-scotlands-wellbeing-economy/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/addressing-labour-market-emergency-scottish-governments-response-report-enterprise-skills-strategic-board-sub-group-measures-mitigate-labour-market-impacts-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/addressing-labour-market-emergency-scottish-governments-response-report-enterprise-skills-strategic-board-sub-group-measures-mitigate-labour-market-impacts-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/addressing-labour-market-emergency-scottish-governments-response-report-enterprise-skills-strategic-board-sub-group-measures-mitigate-labour-market-impacts-covid-19/
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We confirmed on 8 June that this support will remain as long as the shielding advice 
remains in place. Shielding was paused from 1 August and the grocery box service 
stopped on 31 July.  
 
We are considering the support requirements of the shielding group in the event of 
future local or national lockdowns. In the meantime, all people who were shielding 
were told that they could visit shops from 24 July. People who registered for priority 
supermarket delivery slots by 31 July continue to have access to these slots. Anyone 
needing urgent assistance with food or other groceries can continue to contact their 
local authority. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what financial support is available for islands' students studying 
on the mainland, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30830  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has provided a comprehensive 
package of support for students who are impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including: 
 
• additional funding of £2.2 million for Higher Education (HE) students at 
college and university via the Discretionary Funds. This supplements £569,000 
already issued. 
• £2 million made available by the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) to support 
Further Education (FE) students at college. 
• £100,000 to support around 1,000 full-time SAAS funded students studying 
with private providers of HE in Scotland and within other areas of the UK. 
• an extension of the Care-Experienced Accommodation Grant allowing eligible 
HE students to access a non-repayable grant of up to £105 per week, benefiting 
around 200 students and worth an estimated £200,000. 
 
On 11 June 2020 the First Minister announced that the Scottish Government has 
also brought forward early access to £11.4 million of HE discretionary funds to help 
support students over the summer months. 
 
The Scottish Government also announced a £5 million digital inclusion support fund 
for Further Education, Higher Education and Community Education learners. This 
funding will help learners facing hardship offset the equipment costs associated with 
accessing community, college and university learning delivered online.  
 
Islands’ students who finds themselves experiencing financial difficulties as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic are advised to contact the college or university at which 
they are studying, to enquire as to what forms of support may be available to them. 
This could, for example, include support for additional travel costs incurred as a 
result of the pandemic. 
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government by what date breakfast and after-school clubs will be allowed to resume 
operating; what guidance it is producing regarding this, and when this will be 
published. 
 

S5W-30609  
 
Maree Todd: All regulated childcare settings, including school age childcare 
services have been able to reopen from 15 July, subject to public health guidance. 
On 3 July the Scottish Government published non-statutory guidance for school-age 
childcare providers to support safe re-opening of these settings during Phase 3. 
Refreshed guidance for school age childcare services was published on 30 July 
which will take effect from 10 August. Both sets of guidance can be found at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-
school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/. 
 
Guidance will be kept under review and updated as scientific and public health 
advice evolves. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether after-school clubs will be allowed to re-open on 11 August 
2020. 
 

S5W-30595  
 
Maree Todd: All childcare settings including regulated school age childcare have 
been able to open from 15 July, subject to public health guidance. We would expect 
that providers who follow a school term-time model may choose not to open until  
11 August, when schools resume. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will lift the restrictions on blended care placements in early years education 
and childcare. 
 

S5W-30575  
 
Maree Todd: The Scottish Government understands the value of blended 
placements for childcare.  
 
Further to advice from the Advisory Sub Group on Education and Children’s issues, 
updated early learning and childcare (ELC) guidance was published on 30 July and 
will come into effect from 10 August. That advice has given us confidence to ease 
the restrictions on children attending multiple settings (blended placements) – but 
supporting parents to minimise this where possible. 
 
While it remains the case that attendance at multiple childcare settings should be 
reduced as far as possible, the latest expert advice provides confidence to ease the 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-early-learning-and-childcare-services/
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restrictions taking account of the risks of transmission of the virus and the 
importance of childcare to the wellbeing of children and families.  
 
We have informed all registered ELC and childcare settings of the updated guidance 
through a notification via the Care Inspectorate on 30 July. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it has supported childminders through the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-30574  
 
Maree Todd: The Scottish Government has worked closely with childcare 
representative bodies, including the Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA), 
throughout the COVID-19 crisis to understand the issues facing childminders and to 
develop our guidance for the childminding sector. The Scottish Government has 
engaged weekly with the childcare representative bodies through our ELC and 
Childcare Working Group, to share updates and seek input on issues affecting the 
childcare sector. 
 
The Scottish Government has also worked in partnership with SCMA to establish the 
£60,000 Workforce Support Fund to which the Scottish Government has contributed 
£33,000. It opened for applications on 16 July and it is designed to help childminders 
who are facing short-term financial difficulties. In addition to which we made 
available the £34 million Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund, which provides 
£2,000 grants, which childminders may access if they don’t meet the conditions for 
the UK Government’s Self-Employment Income Support. 
 
The Scottish Government has worked with Early Years Scotland to launch a Team 
ELC Wellbeing Hub to support childcare professionals. Through this platform, 
childcare professionals can connect with one another, attend online events and 
access wellbeing resources. The Scottish Government is also currently delivering 
support webinars for the childcare sector on the safe reopening guidance, including 
for childminders.  
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to a recent survey by the Scottish Childminding Association, 
which reported that 19% of childminders considered that their business will still be 
viable in 12 months as a result of the restrictions on blended care in early years. 
 

S5W-30573  
 
Maree Todd: The Scottish Government understands the value of blended 
placements for childcare. The Scottish Childminding Association’s survey illustrates 
the importance of blended care to the viability of the sector, and these considerations 
will continue to be balanced against the public health impact of the virus in designing 
guidance for the sector to operate safely. 
 

https://teamelcwellbeinghub.org/


5 

Further to advice from the Advisory Sub Group on Education and Children’s issues, 
updated childminder guidance was published on 30 July and will come into effect 
from 10 August. That advice has given us confidence to ease the restrictions on 
children attending multiple settings (blended placements) – but supporting parents to 
minimise this where possible. 
 
While it remains the case that attendance at multiple childcare settings should be 
reduced as far as possible, the latest expert advice provides confidence to ease the 
restrictions taking account of the risks of transmission of the virus and the 
importance of childcare to the wellbeing of children and families.  
 
We have informed all registered childminder settings of the updated guidance 
through a notification via the Care Inspectorate on 30 July. 
 
The Scottish Government has also worked in partnership with the Scottish 
Childminding Association to establish the Workforce Support Fund which opened for 
applications on 16 July. It is designed to help childminders who are facing short-term 
financial difficulties. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when all Scottish Natural Heritage sites will reopen to 
nursery and forest school classes. 
 

S5W-30866  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: This is an operational matter for Scottish Natural Heritage 
and I have asked the Chief Executive to write to the Member to provide details. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason wholesale businesses that supply the 
retail and hospitality sector are not included in the £25,000 retail, hospitality and 
leisure business support grant. 
 

S5W-30567  
 
Kate Forbes: In designing the grant system Scottish Ministers had to balance 
helping as many businesses as possible against affordability. The decision to 
prioritise support on small and medium sized businesses and businesses in the 
retail, hospitality and leisure sectors was to ensure more efficient use of limited 
resources and support as many business as possible. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childminder-services-guidance/pages/operating-conditions/
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what resources it will make available to support any increase in the number of 
people accessing mental health services in Glasgow because of the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 

S5W-30872  
 
Clare Haughey: Mental Health has been identified as a clinical priority as part of the 
wider remobilisation process taking place across the health and social care system. 
As part of this process all NHS Boards including NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, 
have been asked to set out their approach to the remobilisation, recovery and 
redesign of services for the remainder of this financial year in the next iteration of 
their remobilisation plans. 
 
This should include setting out how Boards intend to make best use of their 
resources to respond to the current and projected future demand for mental health 
services across their area, including any impacts resulting from Covid-19. The 
Boards’ approach is expected to incorporate any lessons learned over the last few 
months. 
 
The Scottish Government will be assessing the proposals around mental health 
services as part of the wider assessment of Remobilisation Plans and will work with 
Boards and their partners over the coming months to identify what support may be 
required to support effective delivery of the services required for local communities. 
 
The Scottish Government has already made £50 million available to Integration 
Authorities to support the implementation of local COVID-19 mobilisation plans, 
which NHS Boards and Integration Authorities have submitted to the Scottish 
Government, setting out their additional resource needs. The use of this funding will 
be determined locally by Integration Authorities. 
 
In addition there has been a £6 million package of national measures announced by 
the Scottish Government to help people look after their mental health during and 
after the Covid-19 lockdown, which will benefit the people of Glasgow. For example, 
the ‘Clear Your Head’ campaign highlights the practical things people can do to 
support their mental wellbeing. The campaign has run across television, radio, and 
online. 
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Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what contact it has had with mental health charities in Glasgow since the COVID-19 
lockdown was announced. 
 

S5W-30870  
 
Clare Haughey: The following lists the mental health charities in Glasgow that the 
Scottish Government has been in contact since the Covid-19 lockdown was 
announced. 
 
Charities that cover the Glasgow region 
 
• Home Start Glasgow South – Grant Funding. 
• Amma Birth Companions – Grant Funding. 
• Home Start Glasgow North – Grant Funding. 
• MindMosaic Counselling and Therapy – Grant Funding. 
 
National charities that cover the Glasgow region 
 
• Maternal Mental Health Scotland – Grant Funding. 
• Quarriers – Grant Funding. 
• CrossReach (Church of Scotland Social Care Council) - Grant Funding. 
• The Spark - Relationship Helpline and counselling provision – Grant Funding. 
• See Me - Youth worker volunteers and youth champion volunteers reviewed 
the AyeFeel website based on layout, accessibility, content and provided ideas for 
improvement, alongside developing a bank of content by young people for young 
people. Member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental Health stakeholder 
group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference call) since the 
pandemic began. 
• SAMH - Connecting regarding their CYP transitions project, advising on 
wellbeing boxes and transition plans for their partnerships with Glasgow primary and 
secondary schools [adapted in light of Covid-19] and also regarding their Youth 
Access Project – to link in with communities and wellbeing through the CYPMHW 
programme board. Member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental Health 
stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference call) 
since the pandemic began. 
• Beat -Linked local Beat Ambassadors to AyeFeel and YoungScot for 
Instagram Live Q&A sessions and supporting content for July. 
• Barnardos - Direct link to planning and collaboration work with Barnardos 
Renfrewshire Mental Health and Wellbeing Strategic Partnership for children and 
young people – the collaboration also engages/works in partnership with other 
charities. 
• YWCA Scotland - helped develop and deliver body image and BAME content 
for AyeFeel. 
• Scottish Association for Mental Health(SAMH) - Discussion on various 
projects including See Me programme and Distress Brief Intervention and overall 
Covid-19 response and recovery. Member of the Scottish Government’s informal 
Mental Health stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by 
conference call) since the pandemic began. 
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• Mental Health Foundation (MHF) - Discussion on various projects including 
See Me programme and Distress Brief Intervention and overall Covid-19 response 
and recovery. Member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental Health 
stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference call) 
since the pandemic began. Member of Mental Health Research Advisory Group. 
• VoX - member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental Health 
stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference call) 
since the pandemic began. Member of Mental Health Research Advisory Group.  
• Mental Welfare Commission -Member of the Scottish Government’s informal 
Mental Health stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by 
conference call) since the pandemic began. 
• Royal College of Psychiatrists - Member of the Scottish Government’s 
informal Mental Health stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. 
fortnightly by conference call) since the pandemic began. 
• Samaritans - Member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental Health 
stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference call) 
since the pandemic began. 
• Support In Mind - Member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental 
Health stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference 
call) since the pandemic began. 
• Unison - Member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental Health 
stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference call) 
since the pandemic began. 
• Penumbra - Member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental Health 
stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference call) 
since the pandemic began. 
• Young Scot - Member of the Scottish Government’s informal Mental Health 
stakeholder group which has met regularly (approx. fortnightly by conference call) 
since the pandemic began. 
• Carers Trust – Member of Mental Health Research Advisory Group. 
• Health and Social Care Alliance Scotland - Member of Mental Health 
Research Advisory Group. 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is supporting acupuncturists to resume treatment of patients 
during phase 3 of the COVID-19 response. 
 

S5W-30701  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Following a clinical assessment, personal retail services, including 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine services (CAMs) and massage therapy, 
were advised that they could resume services as of 22 July 2020, where the service 
is carried out in a therapist’s own premises (i.e. not a mobile therapist, who provides 
treatment in a patient’s home), and the close contact retail guidance has been 
updated to reflect this. 
 
The Scottish Government are undertaking further clinical assessment of the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 for mobile massage and CAM services, and are 
considering whether further guidance is required for these. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-guidance/pages/close-contact-services/
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Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to the findings of the National Records of Scotland 
that the Irish community has the highest COVID-19 fatality rate of any minority group 
in Scotland, and whether it plans further analysis to ascertain for what reasons this is 
the case. 
 

S5W-30690  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We are deeply concerned by reports showing that people from 
some minority ethnic backgrounds have been disproportionately affected by COVID-
19.  
 
In order to improve our understanding of and respond to the risks and impacts, we 
have established an Expert Group Reference Group (ERG) on COVID-19 and 
Ethnicity, involving academic and experts, to consider the data and evidence and to 
challenge, inform and shape the Scottish Government’s future work. This will include 
how analytical partners across the Scottish Government, National Records of 
Scotland, Public Health Scotland and the NHS can improve and make the best use 
of data. 
 
The recent report from National Records of Scotland on COVID-19 deaths by 
ethnicity, published on 8 July, starts to give us a better understanding. However, as 
highlighted in its methodology note, due to the degree of inconsistency in how 
individuals have reported, or have had reported on their behalf, their ethnicity, 
specifically between the “White Irish” and “White Scottish” categories over time and 
between datasets, it was not possible to carry out an analysis which would enable 
robust conclusions to be drawn on COVID-19 related mortality for the White Irish 
ethnic group. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice and guidance regarding ensuring that workplaces are clear 
from Legionnaires' disease it is providing to businesses that are re-opening following 
the lockdown. 
 

S5W-30655  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30330 on  
28 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/ethnicity-deceased-covid-19-june20.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when complementary therapists, including shiatsu massage 
practitioners, will be allowed to start receiving clients, and what COVID-19 
precautions they will need to take before being allowed to reopen. 
 

S5W-30591  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Following a clinical assessment, personal retail services, including 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine services (CAMs) and massage therapy, 
were advised that they could resume services as of 22 July 2020, where the service 
is carried out in a therapist’s own premises (i.e. not a mobile therapist, who provides 
treatment in a patient’s home), and the close contact retail guidance has been 
updated to reflect this. 
 
The Scottish Government are undertaking further clinical assessment of the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 for mobile massage and CAM services, and are 
considering whether further guidance is required for these. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to optimise uptake of the 2020 winter flu 
vaccinations, especially in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30587  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The seasonal flu vaccination programme, will be critically important 
in terms of protecting the most vulnerable, and alleviating pressure on the NHS. This 
is more vital than ever in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic. We are actively 
engaged with public health partners to plan the programme effectively and ensure 
optimal vaccination uptake and this will include an extensive public health marketing 
campaign. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how pharmacies will be utilised in the delivery of vaccines 
going into the winter period. 
 

S5W-30585  
 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is actively engaged with public health 
partners in planning for the 2020-21 flu vaccination programme that will begin in 
October. As part of this, we are considering, with partners, how pharmacies could be 
further utilised in delivery of the programme. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its plans are for the 2020 flu vaccination programme, and 
whether it plans to bring forward the timetable for this. 
 

S5W-30487  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is actively engaged with public health 
partners in planning for the 2020-21 flu vaccination programme that will begin in 
October. As part of this, we are considering carefully the impact of COVID-19 and 
how to encourage increased uptake of the flu vaccine amongst all eligible groups. 
 
We will soon set out how we will expand free eligibility for the 2020-2021 seasonal 
flu vaccine. These options will be driven by the best clinical evidence available. 
 
 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact lockdown has had on access to sexual health services. 
 

S5W-30554  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: From 20 March 2020, due to the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic, sexual health services were necessarily limited to urgent and essential 
care only during lockdown.  
 
Significant efforts have been made to maintain care provision to meet public health 
priorities such as preventing unplanned pregnancies and onward transmission of 
sexually transmitted infections and blood borne viruses. In responding to the major 
challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been significant and rapid 
service redesign in order to prioritise essential care while protecting patients and 
staff, with care being provided virtually where possible, including through the use of 
telephone or video consultations and assessments, postal testing kits and self-test 
kits. 
 
In order to support the recovery and renewal of sexual health services as we move 
through the phases out of lockdown, the Scottish Government, following discussions 
with the Scottish Health Protection Network, has committed to developing an Interim 
Sexual Health and Blood Borne Viruses Framework. This Interim Framework will 
take stock of the impacts of COVID-19 on sexual health, and seek to build on the 
many examples of innovation and best practice developed at this time to transform 
sexual health services in the future.  
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Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of recent figures showing that 89 COVID-
related assaults against police officers took place during lockdown, whether it plans 
to review its decision not to release people from custody before trial for coughing or 
spitting on an officer. 
 

S5W-30681  
 
James Wolffe QC: As I outlined in my written response of 15 June 2020 to question 
S5W-29808, the law on arrest and police custody was substantially reformed by the 
Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2016 to provide a modern framework, consistent with 
the requirements of Article 5 of the European Convention on Human Rights. Article 5 
secures the right to liberty. The suggestion that all persons arrested for coughing or 
spitting on police officers during the COVID-19 pandemic, should be detained in 
custody, would not be consistent with this legal framework. 
 
Lord Advocate’s Guidelines on the Liberation of Accused Persons in the context of 
COVID-19 have been published and are consistent with the legal framework 
regarding a person’s right to liberty. The Lord Advocate’s Guidelines enable the 
detention in custody of accused persons, including those persons accused of 
assaulting police officers in the manner described during the pandemic, where that is 
properly justified.  
 
An accused person who has been detained in custody by the police must be brought 
before the court, which will determine whether or not the accused should continue to 
be remanded in custody pending trial or granted bail (section 22A of the Criminal 
Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 (the 1995 Act)). Thereafter, any decision to review 
the release, or otherwise, of an accused person from custody is a matter for the 
court, following an application for bail review under section 30 of the 1995 Act or 
following a bail appeal under section 32 of the Act. Section 24 of the 1995 Act also 
gives the Lord Advocate power to admit an accused person to bail. 
 
These are not decisions for the Scottish Government. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Written questions lodged on 05 August 2020 

S5W-31066 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-30524 by Jamie Hepburn on 31 July 2020, what discussions it has 
had with local authorities regarding the support that can be offered to showpeople 
and funfair organisers, and whether these discussions included the consideration 
of reducing or temporarily suspending charges for funfairs. 
S5W-31070 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) large- and (b) 
small or medium-sized businesses and organisations in each constituency in the 
Renfrewshire Council area have approached it and/or Transport Scotland to take 
part in the Scotland Cycle Repair Scheme, which has been introduced in response to 
the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-31071 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that there are no cycle repair services in the Renfrewshire Council 
area participating in the Scotland Cycle Repair Scheme, which has been introduced 
in response to the COVID-19 crisis, and whether it will provide a breakdown of how 
many cycle repair service providers in each constituency in that area have been 
approached by it and/or Transport Scotland to participate. 
S5W-31084 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government on what basis it 
determined that the number of people who can attend places of worship for 
communal services and prayer should be limited to 50. 
S5W-31086 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many times the 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture has met trade unions 
representing workers in the cultural sector since the start of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-31087 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that the 
trade unions representing workers in the cultural sector are involved in decisions 
regarding the distribution of funding for that sector that has been allocated in 
response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31088 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that the 
funding that it is providing in response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is 
distributed fairly and that workers from the cultural sector who have been ineligible 
for funding to date are provided with appropriate support. 
S5W-31089 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how Creative Scotland 
has supported the arts during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-31090 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government which bodies have 
received financial support from Creative Scotland during the COVID-19 lockdown 
and, in light of reports that it is taking Creative Scotland the same length of time 
to process these grants as it did pre-pandemic, what action it can take to speed this 
up. 
S5W-31091 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how often Creative 
Scotland has met the trade unions representing workers in the cultural sector since 
the start of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-31093 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support (a) 
it and (b) Creative Scotland has provided since the start of the COVID-19 lockdown 
to people who work as comedians. 
S5W-31095 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has 
given to the suggestion by Who Cares? Scotland of introducing a tutoring scheme to 
help the learning of pupils in care recover after the COVID-19 lockdown. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31066
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31070
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S5W-31097 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the 
Engender publication, Gender & Unpaid Work: the impact of COVID-19 on women’s 
caring roles. 
S5W-31098 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when adult 
respite residential services will be allowed to reopen. 
S5W-31099 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when day care 
services for adults with learning disabilities, such as Garvald Edinburgh, will be 
allowed to reopen. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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