
1 
 

 

 

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 29 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 29 July can be found on page 8 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 29 July) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reasons tattoo studios have not been allowed 
to reopen at present, and when they will be allowed to do so. 
 

S5W-30819 
 

Jamie Hepburn: As part of phase 3 of Scotland’s route map, tattoo studios have been 
able to reopen from 22 July. Sectoral guidance was updated on 17 July and is available 
on the Scottish Government website 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will reconsider the two-metre social distance rule, in light of 
World Health Organization (WHO) guidance, and, if so, when. 
 

S5W-29946 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has reviewed the 2 metre physical 
distancing rule and has decided that it will remain in place as a key measure in the 
prevention and mitigation of the transmission of Covid. We have agreed that from the 
15 July there can be conditional exceptions to the physical distancing rule of 2 metres 
(to 1 metre) for the hospitality and retail (including hairdressers) sectors and public 
transport, but only where a risk assessment and agreed mitigation measures are in 
place. 
 
This decision has been taken in light of the current low prevalence of the virus in 
Scotland. However, the evidence base in relation to physical distance and 
transmission remains the same and the virus continues to pose a threat to public 
health. Therefore, our approach remain precautionary, as well as proportionate. 
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Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light 
of death rates from COVID-19 being lower in many countries with a predominantly 
Asian or Black population, what information it has on the reasons why (a) Bangladeshi 
and (b) other BAME people are reportedly more at risk of dying from COVID-19 in the 
UK; what its position is on whether any increased risk is the result of structural racism, 
and which groups in Scotland have been identified as most at risk. 
 

S5W-30068 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is deeply concerned by reports from 
England and Wales suggesting that minority ethnic communities are disproportionally 
affected by COVID-19. 
 
To ensure we better understand the risks and impacts of Covid-19 on ethnic minority 
communities, work is already underway to improve the data and wider evidence 
including the recent analyses from National Records of Scotland and Public Health 
Scotland. 
 
Additionally we have set up an Expert Reference Group (ERG), chaired by Ima 
Jackson (Senior Lecturer in the School of Health and Life Sciences at Glasgow 
Caledonian University) and Vittal Katikireddi (Senior Clinical Research Fellow at the 
University of Glasgow and honorary Consultant at Public Health Scotland). 
 
We want to ensure that we have an accurate understanding of the impact of COVID-
19 on minority ethnic communities in Scotland, and that our policy responses reflect 
this. In this respect, there is also a need to work on improving existing systems and 
processes, and analysing what we know. At the same time, we know that COVID-19 
has exposed and highlighted the deep-rooted health and socio-economic inequalities 
that minority ethnic communities face, and the systematic failures to address these 
issues. The Government recognises that we have an opportunity to make fundamental 
and lasting changes to address these inequalities. We have asked the ERG to provide 
their advice and recommendations on these issues to the Government quickly. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding which care homes have been issued 
with faulty COVID-19 testing kits that are reportedly at risk from snapping during the 
test; how many such kits have been issued, and how many injuries have been reported 
as a result of the fault. 
 

S5W-30077 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has the following information in relation to 
faulty testing kits: 
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/ethnicity-deceased-covid-19-june20.pdf
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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On 14 June, NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) were made aware that one of the 
batches of Kingfisher (non-Randox) swabs in circulation did not meet NHS safety 
standards (brittle stems at risk of snapping whilst being used) and should be recalled 
immediately. 
 
These test kits, sent out through the UK Government’s ‘Social Care Portal’ for use in 
Scotland, did not meet the required safety standards and were recalled. The UK 
Government's Department of Health and Social Care and NSS communicated this to 
potentially affected care homes. As an additional precaution, all care homes in 
Scotland were advised that these kits should be disposed of. 
 
DHSC logged all reports of faulty kits through the Social Care Portal and replacement 
kits were issued to all affected care homes within 48 hours of that notification. Scottish 
Government Officials worked closely with NSS to ensure faulty kits were identified and 
replaced in a timely manner. 
 
We have received no reports of anyone being hurt as a result of this and we will 
continue to ensure robust quality control. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people on the COVID-19 shielding list have died, and what 
information it has regarding how many died from conditions other than the virus. 
 

S5W-30159 
 

Jeane Freeman: As at 29 June, we have been informed by Public Health Scotland 
that 4,061 people who have been advised to shield have sadly died. The Scottish 
Government does not hold information about the cause of death of those who have 
died. As at 29 June, there are 181,075 people who are being advised to shield. 
 
Those who have been advised to shield are considered to be at the highest risk of 
severe illness if they become infected with coronavirus because of an underlying 
health condition. There is likely to be an increased different cause mortality rate 
amongst people with such underlying health conditions. 
 
The Scottish Government has asked Public Health Scotland to evaluate the shielding 
programme. The evaluation will aim to explore the effectiveness of shielding – which 
would include analysis of data regarding deaths in the shielded cohort. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment has been made of the implications of its guidance on 
the use of face coverings for people who are deaf or have hearing loss. 
 

S5W-30393 
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Jeane Freeman: In developing its advice on face coverings, the Scottish Government 
took account of equality issues and advice from national disability stakeholders. 
 
People do not have to wear a face covering if they have a health condition or they are 
disabled. Additionally, if a face covering would be inappropriate because it would 
cause difficulty, pain, or severe distress or anxiety or because it cannot be worn in the 
proper manner safely and consistently, people do not have to use one. This is reflected 
both in the relevant regulations and Scottish Government guidance. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many contracts it has awarded to private hospitals during the COVID-19 crisis; what 
services these have been awarded for; what their total value is, and when they were 
awarded. 
 

S5W-30358 
 

Jeane Freeman: As of 31 March four contracts were procured through National 
Services Scotland for the use of private hospital facilities throughout the COVID19 
pandemic. These facilities provide a COVID-19 free environment for patients to 
receive urgent cancer surgery, outpatient appointments and radiology tests. 
 
The total value of the contract will be dependent on the variable costs associated with 
the procedures being undertaken. However, these contracts are on a non- profit basis 
with NHS Scotland only meeting the overhead costs incurred in operating the facilities. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-28663 by Jeane Freeman on 25 June 2020, whether 
it will provide the information that was requested regarding how many people have 
been contacted through contact tracing following a patient testing positive for COVID-
19 on each day since 1 February 2020. 
 

S5W-30256 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W 28663, which 
gives all the information held by the Scottish Government in relation to the number of 
people contacted via contact tracing following a patient testing positive for Covid-19 
since 1 February 2020. The Scottish Government does not hold data on the number 
of people contacted via contact tracing following a patient testing positive, prior to 28 
May 2020. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government at what point on its COVID-19 route map measures 
regarding who can be present during maternity care appointments will be relaxed. 
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S5W-30311 
 

Jeane Freeman: On the 30th of June 2020, the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport 
announced during the daily media briefing that visiting restrictions were being relaxed 
in hospitals, in line with Scotland’s Covid-19 Route Map. 
 
Additional guidance has published specifically for visiting in maternity and neonatal 
units. From 13 July, in addition to a birth partner (who has always been deemed as an 
essential visitor throughout the pandemic), women throughout their labour can have 
an additional birth partner provided they are not unwell or have any symptoms of 
Coronavirus. Birth partners and one other nominated person are also now allowed to 
visit the postnatal ward. In addition, the updated guidance allows for one person to 
able to accompany a pregnant woman to an antenatal clinic or scan appointment. In 
some areas there may be some local restrictions, for example in relation to available 
space in waiting areas and women are advised to speak with their midwives to see 
how these changes affect their local areas. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether people returning to Scotland after visiting any part of the rest of the UK will be 
asked to quarantine for 14 days. 
 

S5W-30333 
 

Jeane Freeman: Individuals returning to Scotland after visiting other parts of the UK 
are not being asked to quarantine for 14 days upon return. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that the COVID-19 R rate in parts of Scotland is comparable to 
areas in England as evidenced by the European Centre for Disease Infection and 
Control report on 29 June 2020, and how this fits with the First Minister’s comments 
on stopping people from entering the country at the border. 
 

S5W-30334 
 

Jeane Freeman: The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
recommends EU/EEA members and the UK generate R rates, as explained in 
guidance it produced in June. The ECDC published the document ‘Monitoring and 
evaluation framework for COVID-19 response activities in the EU/EEA and the UK’: 
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19-framework-
monitor-responses.pdf. In this framework document it is explained that the ECDC itself 
does not collect, or calculate, R rates. 
 
 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19-framework-monitor-responses.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19-framework-monitor-responses.pdf
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what training has been provided for the people employed as COVID-19 contact 
tracers, and who provides this. 
 

S5W-30408 
 

Jeane Freeman: Workforce education for Contact Tracers is developed and delivered 
by Public Health Scotland, NHS National Services Scotland and NHS Education for 
Scotland. 
 
For Tier 1 contact tracers, working within the newly established National Contact 
Tracing Centre (NCTC), the workforce education programme is a mixture of self-
directed and virtually hosted facilitated training days. The duration of the learning 
pathway varies depending on roles and experience, with ongoing support provided as 
required. Tier 2 of the service is being delivered by specialist staff across NHS boards 
who will already have had the appropriate health protection training and also have 
access to the educational materials developed for the NCTC if required. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport and Infrastructure 
 

 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the South West Roads Network management contract 
is set to commence as scheduled, and what impact the COVID-19 pandemic might 
have on planned maintenance and other works on the routes covered by the contract. 
 

S5W-30886 
 

Michael Matheson: The South West Trunk Road Network Management Contract 
(NMC) will commence on 16 August 2020 as planned. Amey OW Ltd will replace 
Scotland Transerv as Transport Scotland’s Operating Company. Amey is already fully 
committed to the mobilisation process to ensure a robust handover and have been 
progressing a package of advanced design works to ensure planned maintenance is 
progressed at the earliest opportunity. All maintenance works are being progressed 
and planned in accordance with the Covid-19 Construction Sector Recovery Plan. No 
significant impacts have been identified that will affect operational delivery. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it expects trains to begin running to normal, pre-
COVID-19, timetables. 
 

S5W-30755 
 

Michael Matheson: Starting from 3 August 2020, a week before schools in Scotland 
are due to return, it is expected that rail passenger services will return from 
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approximately 60% to approximately 91% of pre COVID-19 levels, with peak services 
across Scotland running at almost 100%. 
 
Further service changes will be kept under consideration as conditions require. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on introducing a Renewable Transition Training Fund, 
as recommended by Scottish Renewables, as a means to support a green economic 
recovery to the COVID-19 crisis and enable workers to "acquire sustainable, 
exportable skills and join the renewable energy industry". 
 

S5W-30359 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it will take in light of Scottish Renewables' call to unlock the 
benefits of shovel-ready renewable energy projects as part of the recovery to the 
COVID-19 crisis; what discussions it has had with the UK Government about 
progressing this, and what projects it has identified. 
 

S5W-30362 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 29 July 2020 

S5W-30956 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
the BBC programme, Disclosure: The Care Home Scandal; what action it will take to 
reform the care home sector, and for what reason the (a) First Minister and (b) health 
secretary did not participate in an interview for the programme. 
S5W-30962 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
contact tracers are employed by each NHS board, also broken down by how many 
(a) have been hired from outwith the NHS and (b) are former NHS employees. 
S5W-30964 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-30407 by Jeane Freeman on 28 July 2020, how many of the 2,000 
staff who might be called on at short notice are (a) have been hired from outwith the 
NHS and (b) are former NHS employees. 
S5W-30969 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether charitable 
organisations such as drop-in centres that provide hot meals and supplies for those 
who need it are expected to follow the hospitality guidelines for safe reopening, or 
whether a more specific update will be issued. 
S5W-30970 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support 
it will make available to secondary schools to respond to any mental health and 
wellbeing issues among pupils following the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-30971 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the 
paper on lessons for Scotland looking at evidence from schools in Australia, South 
Korea and Israel that was referred to in the minutes of the COVID-19 advisory sub 
group on children's issues meeting of 21 July 2020. 
S5W-30972 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government which World Health 
Organization (WHO) document stated that," globally, no outbreak of the disease 
(covid 19) could be attributed to schools", as noted in the minutes of the COVID-19 
advisory sub group on children's issues meeting of 21 July 2020. 
S5W-30973 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of 
the COVID-19 social distancing measures. what action it is taking to ensure 
that blind and partially-sighted people feel confident that they are able to receive the 
support they require when in public spaces, and how it will promote awareness 
among the public that the measures do not prohibit them being guided. 
S5W-30978 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact 
of the COVID-19 lockdown, how it will promote the development of secondary school 
pupils' mental health and wellbeing as part of the curriculum. 
S5W-30979 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
being asked to self-isolate on return from foreign travel are allowed to leave home 
to exercise pets and, if not, what guidance it provides. 
S5W-30983 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason indoor 
equestrian events are not permitted to take place, and what plans it has to review 
this.  
S5W-30984 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government when gyms will be 
allowed to reopen, and what specific scientific advice it has taken regarding their 
continued closure.  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30956
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30962
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30964
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30969
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30970
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30971
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30972
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30973
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30978
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30979
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30983
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30984
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S5W-30985 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how many teeth 
extractions have taken place at each urgent dental care centre since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 lockdown.  
S5W-30986 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government when NHS and mixed 
dentists will be permitted to resume aerosol generating procedures. 
S5W-30987 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how it is monitoring the 
procedures undertaken at dental hubs, in light of NHS dentists being prohibited from 
carrying out aerosol generating procedures  
S5W-30988 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government when the Chief Dental 
Officer's expert review of aerosol-generating procedures will be published, and by 
what date the dental profession will be advised of safety procedures. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30985
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30986
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30987
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30988
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

