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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 27 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 27 July can be found on page 25 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 27 July) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28463 by 
Aileen Campbell on 15 May 2020, whether it will provide an update regarding how 
many people are signed up to the Ready Scotland volunteer scheme, and how many 
are in a volunteering role. 
 

S5W-30168 
 

Aileen Campbell: The ‘Scotland Cares’ campaign was a great success and is 
testament to the compassion and community spirit of the people of Scotland. As at the 
week ending Friday 17 July, there were 83,738 sign-ups to the campaign, which was 
paused on 1 May. 
 
The Scotland Cares sign-ups are in addition to the thousands of people who had 
already stepped forward, across the country, quickly and spontaneously, to help with 
the response to COVID 19, as soon as initial needs emerged and, of course, the many 
thousands of individuals already volunteering in their own communities for other 
reasons. 
 
So far 4,882 student nurses have been placed with Boards and in community settings, 
and 276 NHS returners are now in employment. In addition the Scottish Social 
Services Council has, so far, matched 168 people to positions within the social care 
sector. Please note that all health and social care positions are paid. 
 
Since 13 April, 1,376 British Red Cross volunteers have been deployed across 
Scotland. Figures for Volunteer Scotland deployments are not readily available, 
however. Individuals who signed up, but have not yet been required, for available 
tasks, may well be critical in efforts to support and rebuild communities over the weeks 
and months to come. 

 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether its decision not to allow communal worship as 
a result of COVID-19 was based on specific scientific advice. 
 

S5W-30500 
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Aileen Campbell: Our guidance on safe use of places of worship reflects evolving 
scientific and health advice and has been developed in close collaboration with our 
faith communities. On the 9 July, the First Minister announced that the reopening of 
places of worship would be brought forward to 15 July. As such, since that date, places 
of worship have been able to open for congregational services and life event 
ceremonies. 
 
I recognise how difficult it has been for Scotland’s faith communities to be unable to 
come together in places of worship at this challenging time, and understand the 
important role of congregational worship in supporting spiritual wellbeing. We do not 
want any restrictions to this to last any longer than is necessary but must ensure that 
people who enter places of worship to undertake congregational activities will be safe. 
 
We will continue to work closely with those communities as we move towards fully 
reopening places of worship as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what date places of worship can open fully for communal services, for 
example Mass. 
 

S5W-30594 
 

Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30266 on 13 
July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
On Thursday 9 July, the First Minister announced that places of worship would be able 
to re-open for congregational worship and communal prayer or contemplation from 15 
July, subject to 2 metre physical distancing and hygiene safeguards.  
 
We will consider how to allow places of worship to fully reopen within the public health 
requirements advised as we move through Phase 3 and into Phase 4 of our route map. 
Any decisions on further relaxations will be in line with medical and scientific advice.  
 
Guidance for the safe opening of places of worship at phase 3 of the route map is 
available on the Scottish Government website.  
 
The Scottish Government will continue to engage closely with faith communities as we 
move through the easing of the lockdown. 

 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason churches will not be allowed to gather 
until 23 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30264 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Aileen Campbell: We know that it has been very difficult for our faith communities to 
be unable to come together in their places of worship, including churches. This was of 
course necessary due to the pandemic and I appreciate the understanding and 
patience our faith communities have shown in abiding by restrictions, which have been 
vital to ensure safety and stop the spread of the virus. 
 
Working with our faith communities and guided in particular by evolving scientific and 
health advice on transmission risks, the First Minister announced on 9 July that, with 
appropriate mitigations in place, places of worship could reopen from 15 July. 
 
The Scottish Government has remained engaged with our faith communities and will 
continue to work closely with them as we develop guidance to support places of 
worship to re-open safely, with physical distancing and hygiene safeguards. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many homeless people in Scotland have died from 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30697 
 

Kevin Stewart: This information is not collected or held by the Scottish Government. 
However, there have been no reported outbreaks of Covid-19 among people 
experiencing homelessness in Scotland. 
 
The Scottish Government took swift and effective action to ensure that all those 
experiencing homelessness and living in situations where it would be difficult to follow 
public health guidance were provided with alternative accommodation; and that 
frontline services and their staff had the right support and tools to both respond to this 
crisis and continue to deliver their vital services throughout this difficult time. We are 
continuing to support people experiencing homelessness as well as all of our partners 
and stakeholders as we move through and out of the crisis. 

 
 

Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason it has not appointed any representatives of private tenants on its 
private Rented Sector Resilience Group. 
 

S5W-30602 
 

Kevin Stewart: The PRS Resilience Group is made up of: 

• Scottish Government 

• Shelter Scotland 

• Citizens Advice Scotland 

• Public Health Scotland 

• Scottish Association of Landlords 

• Propertymark 

• COSLA 

• Association of Local Authority Chief Housing Officers 

• Glasgow City Council 
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• Dundee City Council 

• North Ayrshire Council 
 
Both Shelter Scotland and Citizens Advice Scotland represent tenants’ interests. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
business support services (a) it has and (b) each of its agencies have outsourced 
during the COVID-19 crisis, and for what reason these were not provided in-house by 
Scottish Enterprise. 
 

S5W-30369 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government and its agencies provides a wide range of 
different forms of business support. This includes the funds to support businesses 
through the COVID-19 crisis which were managed by Local Authorities and Enterprise 
Agencies. Recognising the urgent need to provide support financial support to 
business, specialist skills or support from external providers may on occasions be 
required to ensure the fastest, most effective way for funding to reach businesses. We 
are Umi was procured by Scottish Enterprise to assist in the delivery of the Pivotal 
Enterprise Resilience Fund and the Hardship Fund. Grants administered by local 
authorities are not considered to be outsourcing. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many applications have been made to the (a) Creative, Tourism and 
Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund and (b) Creative Scotland Bridging Bursary 
Fund by organisations in the music sector, and how many were successful. 
 

S5W-30600 
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government continues to support Scotland’s 
businesses by passing on every penny we receive from the UK Government for this 
purpose, and more, directly to businesses. Our approach to supporting businesses is 
tailored to Scotland’s economic needs and we have developed a package of measures 
that reflects that Scotland’s economy and consequentially we are providing support 
which is unavailable elsewhere in the UK. 
 
On the 30 April, the Scottish Government announced the Creative, Tourism & 
Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund. This scheme is being managed by the 
Enterprise Agencies with support from Creative Scotland and VisitScotland and the 
criteria for the scheme are published on the findbusinesssupport.gov.scot website. 
 
The Scottish Government will be publishing information on this scheme in the coming 
weeks which will provide the number of applications and a breakdown of successful 
applications by sector. 
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The Creative Scotland Bridging Bursaries for the Arts and Creative Sector were 
designed for individuals rather than organisations. The Bursaries ran from 30 March 
to 2 April and from 20 to 25 April. They were aimed at supporting freelance artists and 
freelance creative practitioners working in the not-for-profit sector in Scotland who 
were experiencing immediate financial difficulty due to the loss of income as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. This fund offered a one-off bursary to provide a financial 
bridge for those people in Scotland most deeply impacted and disadvantaged by the 
cancellation of work as a result of the emergency situation. 
 
Of all Bridging Bursary applications from individuals, 548 applicants came from the 
music industry and 458 of those were approved. They received £871,427 in awards 
from a total of £2.9m across all art forms. This represents 29% of all Bridging Bursary 
awards. Music was the largest category of awards by art form. 
 
Further information is available at the following link: 
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/archive/bridging-bursary. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its announcement of a £10 million Performing Arts Venues 
Relief Fund, when funding will be made available; what criteria will be used to 
determine its allocation; what checks will be in place to ensure a fair distribution of 
funding by geographical location, size and type of organisation; how many 
organisations are expected to receive funding, and whether any restrictions will apply 
to funding eligibility, for example if an organisation makes staff redundant. 
 

S5W-30634 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Fund aims to remove the threat of insolvency prior to the end of 
March 2021; allow for specialist/core staff to return from furlough or avoid redundancy 
to work on future sustainability plans; and increase the opportunities for 
commissioning and employment of freelance artists and creative practitioners. Details 
of how the fund will operate will be published by Creative Scotland and funding made 
available as soon as practicable. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when it will provide details on how arts and culture in 
Scotland will be supported by the £97 million of extra funding announced by the UK 
Government. 
 

S5W-30652 
 

Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30635 on 26 
July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/archive/bridging-bursary
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what resources will be made available for community 
theatre to support restarting productions and ensure long-term viability for 
community groups and venues. 
 

S5W-30651 
 

Jamie Hepburn: Our community theatres and performing arts venues and 
organisations, their staff and the talented freelancers and volunteers who work with 
them are an essential part of the fabric of Scotland’s culture and communities and we 
are determined that they will survive and be able to thrive again. 
 
On 3 July, the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture announced the 
new Scottish Government £10 million Performing Arts Venues Fund which will support 
theatres, who were among the first to close and will be among the last to reopen. The 
Fund aims to remove the threat of insolvency prior to the end of March 2021; allow for 
specialist/core staff to return from furlough or avoid redundancy to work on future 
sustainability plans; and increase the opportunities for commissioning and 
employment of freelance artists and creative practitioners. Details of how the fund will 
operate will be published by Creative Scotland and funding made available as soon 
as practicable. 
 
A number of community theatres have benefitted from the Third Sector Resilience 
Fund to date including Aberdeen Performing Arts, Alhambra Theatre and Eden Court. 
As of 10 July 2020 our total investment in the third sector has helped save 
organisations that have a collective annual turnover of c£0.5bn with over 14,000 jobs 
saved. Grants totalling £21.68 million have been made to over 1293 organisations, 
including over £2.3 million to over 118 organisations within the creative industries. In 
addition seven other theatres have benefitted from the Wellbeing Fund including 
Pitlcochry Festival Theatre, Inverclyde Youth Theatre (Koyos) and Greenock Arts 
Guild Ltd. We also recognise that there will be a need for further support for the third 
sector and we are considering this as part of our approach to Recovery. This will 
include the consideration of the impact of different phases of lockdown. Details will be 
announced in due course. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what discussions it is having with banks regarding making it 
easier for young people to open accounts, in light of the increase in outlets requesting 
card-only payments because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30874 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government engages regularly with the banks through 
the Banking and Economy Forum and the Financial Services Industry Advisory Board 
(FiSAB). 
 
While people are being encouraged to use contactless payments as a result of the 
health crisis, we recognise that this may not be possible for everyone. However, there 
are already a number of measures in place to help young and vulnerable members of 
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the community access bank accounts. For example, accounts are available for under 
19 year olds that can provide free every day banking with access to debit cards to pay 
for items in shops, on the internet or access money at cash machines. 
 
Banks provide a range of options for young people and full details can be found on 
their websites. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) letters and (b) emails the First 
Minister received from businesses in relation to COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 
June 2020, and how many of those have been responded to in full and substantively, 
not including holding replies. 
 

S5W-30344 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government has received unprecedented levels of 
correspondence since March 2020 which led to a decentralised approach to the 
preparation of replies and associated data capture. The best available data available 
from these different systems confirm that the First Minister received 1153 letters and 
e-mails in relation to COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 June 2020. All received a 
substantive reply. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidelines will apply to international students who plan to 
arrive in autumn 2020 regarding (a) quarantine requirements and (b) and other 
methods to prevent the spread of COVID-19, and what discussions it has had with 
universities regarding this. 
 

S5W-30544 
 

Richard Lochhead: Scotland’s college and universities remain welcoming and open 
places for staff and students from across the world. Staff and students will have to 
comply with guidance for residents or visitors travelling to the UK. Those travelling 
from a country not yet exempt from quarantine requirements should complete a 
passenger locator form and self-isolate for 14 days. These provisions will be reviewed 
on a 3 weekly basis. Students who are travelling to Scotland from overseas should 
check the Scottish Government website for the latest advice. 
 
We have worked in partnership with universities, trade unions and student 
representatives to develop guidance (published 29 June) for universities, which sets 
out the measures institutions can take (including physical distancing) to operate safely. 
Universities and colleges are playing a vital role in communicating directly with, and 
supporting international students in relation to this and other matters throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) letters and (b) emails the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance received from businesses in relation to COVID-19 
between 20 March and 30 June 2020, and how many of those have been responded 
to in full and substantively, not including holding replies. 
 

S5W-30345 
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has received unprecedented levels of 
correspondence since March 2020 which led to a decentralised approach to the 
preparation of replies and associated data capture. The best available data available 
from these different systems confirm that I received 740 letters and e-mails in relation 
to COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 June 2020. All received a substantive reply. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the response by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 July 2020 to questions 
regarding local government finance (Official Report, c. 49), when it will announce 
whether it will pass on to local authorities the consequentials from the UK 
Government’s announcement of £500 million funding for councils in England. 
 

S5W-30637 
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has committed to making consequentials 
available to support the response to Covid-19 across public services, including local 
government. 
 
The Scottish Government is currently in discussions with COSLA regarding the 
additional consequentials and additional funding flexibilities announced by the UK 
Government. 
 
The Scottish Government have also requested urgent further details from the UK 
Government on the new scheme to reimburse lost income and how the fiscal 
flexibilities around council tax and business rates can be applied to councils in 
Scotland. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the response by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 July 2020 to questions 
regarding local government finance (Official Report, c. 49), when it will announce 
whether it will change primary legislation so that local authorities will not be required 
to produce balanced budgets, and would be able to reprofile debts incurred as a result 
of spending to address the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30636 
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Kate Forbes: In partnership with COSLA, the Scottish Government is continuing to 
consider every option to ensure that local authorities have the financial support and 
financial flexibility to produce balanced budgets in 2020-21. 
 
The Scottish Government have requested urgent clarification from the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer around the UK Government schemes to reimburse council for lost 
income and to allow council tax and business rates tax deficits to be repaid over three 
years instead of one. The UK Government also announced an apportionment of 
irrecoverable council tax and business rate losses between central and local 
government for 2020 to 2021 will be considered as part of this year's Spending Review 
and we have requested further details on how this will affect Scotland's local 
authorities. 
 
The Scottish Government, working in partnership with COSLA, will continue to press 
the UK Government for additional financial support and fiscal flexibilities for both the 
Scottish Government and local authorities and would welcome any support this 
parliament can provide in this respect. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the 2020-21 budget for the Public Dental Service will at 
least match the 2019-20 budget, in light of the role that it has played in treating urgent 
cases during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30385 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The overall budget for Public Dental Services for 2020-21 will be 
equivalent to 2019-20. 

 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking in conjunction with local authorities to 
secure key worker status for dentists and their teams. 
 

S5W-30386 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30134 on 20 
July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has on how many dental practices remain 
closed to NHS patients due to the cost of reopening and insufficient financial support. 
 

S5W-30388 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Joe FitzPatrick: Management information collected by the Chief Dental Officer 
indicates that as of 12 July 2020, 929 practices, from a total of 1024, had reopened. 
The majority of remaining practices have a confirmed date for reopening and practices 
are required to certify to their NHS Board that they are fully compliant with current 
guidance, which is delivered by NES through the ‘practice recovery toolkit’, before 
reopening. No NHS Board has informed SG that financial concerns are the reason for 
not having reopened. 
 
The financial support measures are in place to ensure the health and safety of all 
patients and staff attending dental practices as they reopen remains the primary 
consideration and in taking a phased approach the government is seeking to balance 
the overall risk of infection with the needs of patients to be seen by dentists and ensure 
dental practices are funded appropriately throughout. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has on how many dental practices remain 
closed or are only open part-time due to a lack of key worker status for dentists and 
their teams. 
 

S5W-30387 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The government cannot designate whole workforces or entire groups 
of staff as key workers as the decisions on eligibility for key worker childcare are taken 
locally, in line with guidance published on the Scottish Government website. 
 
Management information collected by the Chief Dental Officer indicates that as of 12 
July 2020, 929 practices, from a total of 1024, had reopened. The majority of remaining 
practices have a confirmed date for reopening and practices are required to certify to 
their NHS Board that they are fully compliant with current guidance, which is delivered 
by NES through the ‘practice recovery toolkit’, before reopening. NHS Boards are 
working proactively with the small number of practices whose opening date is still 
outstanding. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the current lease for the NHS Louisa Jordan expires, and what 
plans it has to extend it. 
 

S5W-30293 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a breakdown of the (a) construction, (b) equipment 
and (c) monthly running costs of the NHS Louisa Jordan. 
 

S5W-30294 
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Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many contact tracers have been recruited as part of its Test and 
Protect strategy, and how many existing NHS staff have been redeployed as contact 
tracers. 
 

S5W-30295 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the daily COVID-19 testing capacity is of NHS Scotland labs, broken 
down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-30297 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has on the types of COVID-19 antibody tests 
that it is currently using and where they are manufactured. 
 

S5W-30298 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many telephone or video consultations have been carried out for 
outpatient clinic appointments since March 2020, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-30305 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps will be taken to assist the recovery and rehabilitation of people 
of working age who remain unwell or develop long-term conditions following infection 
with COVID-19. 
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S5W-30483 

 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30128 on 7 July 
2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps are being taken to understand the causes of long-term ill-
health in people of working age following apparent recovery from the immediate effects 
of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30484 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30128 on 7 July 
2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to produce updated guidance regarding 
when vitamin B12 injections can be administered again for people unable to take B12 
tablets. 
 

S5W-30395 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Guidance on the provision of B12 injections has been produced by 
the British Society for Haematology (https://b-s-h.org.uk/media/18275/bsh-guidance-
b12-replacement-covid-1901052020finalv.pdf). This advises that GPs should use their 
clinical judgement to consider if changes are appropriate during the pandemic and to 
discuss and agree a personalised plan with individual patients that are affected. This 
may be to decrease the frequency of injections to minimise visits to GP practices or 
hospitals. Alternatively, there are situations where it is possible for people to self-inject 
hydroxocobalamin if their GP or health professional agree this would be suitable. 
 
On 31 May 2020 we published our framework for re-mobilising our health services, 
“Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design.” Health Boards are using this Framework 
alongside other national and clinical advice to safely and gradually prioritise the 
reintroduction of some chronic disease management services including treatment 
room services such as for B12. This is happening now and will continue to expand in 
coming weeks and months, whilst continuing to protect emergency, urgent and 
maternity care, as well as retaining sufficient capacity for COVID-19. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it issued any new guidance on the prescribing of opioids 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://b-s-h.org.uk/media/18275/bsh-guidance-b12-replacement-covid-1901052020finalv.pdf
https://b-s-h.org.uk/media/18275/bsh-guidance-b12-replacement-covid-1901052020finalv.pdf
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for pain relief during the COVID-19 pandemic, and what discussions it had with (a) 
doctors' representatives and (b) other health organisations regarding this. 
 

S5W-30406 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has not issued any new guidance on the 
prescribing of opioids for pain relief during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Scottish 
Government’s “Quality Prescribing for Chronic Pain – A Guide for Improvement” 
covers the period 2018 – 2021 and Scottish Government is in the process of drafting 
an update, a process which includes discussion with and input from doctors’ 
representatives, patients and other health organisations. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when indoor swimming pools will be permitted to reopen, and what 
additional social distancing and hygiene measures will be put in place. 
 

S5W-30356 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: We are currently preparing guidance in consultation with 
sportscotland, Community Leisure Scotland, the Scottish Leisure Networking Group, 
Local Authorities, Leisure Trusts, Hospitality Sector, Trade Unions, Scottish Governing 
Bodies of sport and other partners in the sporting system. 
 
This will ensure we understand the needs of facility operators in the sector and 
consider how facilities and processes may be adapted to allow physical distancing and 
improved hygiene measures. 
 
Indoor sports facilities will open safely, with the confidence of users and providers, in 
the near future as soon as it is safe to do so but, as stated in the route map, no earlier 
than 31 July. 
 
The First Minister has confirmed at the next review of restrictions will take place on the 
30 July. Some restrictions and public health measures will remain in place throughout 
Phase 3 to help to keep us safe, protect others and save lives. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the roll out of virtual visits across the prison estate. 
 

S5W-30527 
 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
The legislation to legally facilitate virtual visits was passed in the Scottish Parliament 
on 15 June 2020. 
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Virtual visits became available at HMP & YOIs Cornton Vale and Polmont and HMP 
Shotts on 16 July and have been available across all Scottish prisons since 29 June 
2020, with over 3500 virtual visits having taken place between those in custody and 
their families and friends. 
 
People in custody are entitled to a minimum of one virtual visit per month. However, 
where prisons have the capacity for additional provision then, at some sites, people 
will be able to undertake more. Feedback so far from those who have participated in 
a Virtual Visit is extremely positive in terms of image and sound quality as well as the 
immense social benefits realised. 
 
Physical visits will be available in all establishments by Monday 3 August 2020. The 
requirement to maintain physical distancing means that there will be restrictions on the 
number of visits that can take place at any one time, as well as the number of visitors 
that can attend a visit. 
 
For the majority of establishments, a maximum of 3 visitors will be allowed at each 
visit. At this time because of the physical restrictions of the site and the need to 
maintain physical distancing, HMP Barlinnie and HMP Edinburgh can only allow 2 
visitors per visit. Children can visit but each child will be counted as one of the visitors 
at this time. As in the community, children age 0-11 do not need to maintain physical 
distancing and can hug the person they are visiting. All other visitors will be required 
to maintain physical distancing. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it has put in place to make sure that families affected by imprisonment have 
access to a digital device and an internet connection to enable them to make virtual 
prison visits. 
 

S5W-30529 
 

Humza Yousaf: Work is ongoing to explore how links can be made between Scottish 
Government initiatives around digital inclusion and the rollout of virtual visits to prisons, 
with a focus on determining whether families affected by imprisonment require 
technological support and what the nature of that support should be. As part of this 
consideration we are working with the Scottish Prison Service and stakeholders 
including Families Outside and Prison Visitor Centres. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the roll-out of in-cell mobile phones across the 
prison estate. 
 

S5W-30528 
 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
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Legislation to facilitate the legal introduction of restricted mobile phones was passed 
in the Scottish Parliament on 15 June 2020. 
 
As at 21 July 2020, mobile phones are now available in 11 establishments: HMP & 
YOIs Polmont, Cornton Vale and Grampian and at HMPs Barlinnie, Castle Huntly, 
Dumfries, Edinburgh, Glenochil, Greenock, Inverness and Perth. 
 
Mobile phones will be introduced and distributed at HMP Addiewell and Low Moss 
during the week commencing 27 July 2020. 
 
Unfortunately, the geographical location of HMP Shotts has very limited signal 
availability and work is ongoing to enhance the network signal at this location. As soon 
as the infrastructure is in place to support their use, mobile phones will be distributed 
at HMP Shotts. 
 
HMP Kilmarnock intend to implement their own in-cell telephony option. This will be a 
hard wired solution where every prison cell will have its own PIN phone. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
PPE and safety measures will be introduced to ensure the safety of prisoner transport 
staff as the COVID-19 lockdown measures are eased. 
 

S5W-30577 
 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
GEOAmey is responsible for the delivery of the Scottish Court Custody and Prisoner 
Escort Service (SCCPES) contract. 
 
All staff employed by GEOAmey are required to follow the Safe Systems of Work 
(SSoW) procedures in place when escorting people in custody and these protocols 
are fully informed by Health Protection Scotland guidance. 
 
GEOAmey has also issued guidance on the use of PPE to their staff which is aligned 
with advice from Health Protection Scotland and Public Health England. This guidance 
encourages physical distancing where possible, as well as outlining the appropriate 
levels of PPE required by staff depending on the specific task being undertaken and 
the risks presented by those being transported. 
 
This guidance has been agreed with the Community Trade Union, who are the 
recognised representatives of GEOAmey’s staff in Scotland. There are currently no 
requirements at this time to amend this practice however should changes be 
necessary in the future, these will be made in line with the latest public health 
guidance. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it is considering establishing "Nightingale 
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Courts" to help clear the current backlog of court cases, as is being done in England 
and Wales 
 

S5W-30799 
 

Humza Yousaf: The 10 “Nightingale” courts in England and Wales are being set up 
for civil and non-custody cases. Running full trials in external venues was one of a 
range of options to restart jury trials put forward by the Scottish Government but, 
following our discussions with partners and stakeholders, it is not one of the options 
currently being focussed on. Jury trials in Scotland have now recommenced using two 
different models, while virtual proceedings are being used for summary and civil 
business. We are continuing to work with the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service to 
explore additional innovative solutions to enable recovery across the justice system. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it supports Police Scotland’s calls to urge local 
authorities to reduce the number of public protests due to the current pandemic. 
 

S5W-30672 
 

Humza Yousaf: The First Minister and I have been absolutely clear in urging those 
who wish to demonstrate to find alternative ways to express their feelings, such as 
making good use of social media. At this difficult time no large gatherings of any sort 
should be taking place. There is currently no formal notification process for 
demonstration organisers to inform local authorities about static protests, that is why 
during the Covid-19 pandemic I have been actively engaging with Police Scotland and 
Local Authorities to ensure that those meeting outdoors follow the regulations and 
guidelines. I will continue to work with partner organisations to make this message 
clear. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish its modelling of the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on court closures, as referred to in a letter from the Lord 
Advocate to the convener of the Justice Committee on 8 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30674 
 

Humza Yousaf: As I advised the Justice Committee in my letter of 24 June, officials 
in the Scottish Government’s Justice Analytical Services and the Scottish Courts and 
Tribunals Service have been working on modelling that sets out an analysis of the 
potential court backlog, and this work will be shared with the Committee. Officials 
within Justice Analytical Services will also contact the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre to share some of the underlying modelling with researchers there. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will continue to publish monthly crime statistics 
as lockdown eases. 
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S5W-30679 

 
Humza Yousaf: Decisions on the frequency of Scotland’s Official Statistics on police 
recorded crime are a matter for independent Scottish Government statisticians and 
the Scottish Crime Recording Board (SCRB), rather than Ministers. A monthly 
publication of crime statistics was introduced to inform users about the volume and 
type of crimes and offences recorded in Scotland during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. These publications also informed users that the Scottish Government will 
continue to publish monthly crime statistics up to the release of the September 2020 
figures in October. After that point, the SCRB will review whether and how this process 
should continue, including user feedback on the value of these statistics. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on the recommendations in the 
report, Summary Criminal Virtual Trial Pilot: The Way Ahead, to the Lord Justice 
General. 
 

S5W-30684 
 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government welcomes the report by Sheriff Principal 
Pyle and also recognises the importance of stakeholder engagement in the 
development of virtual summary trials, in particular the engagement of defence agents, 
the Crown and third sector organisations. The successful completion of these ground 
breaking virtual trials is a testament to the hard work and collaborative approach taken 
by those working in Scotland’s courts and throughout the wider justice system. We will 
continue to work with our justice partners and stakeholders to ensure that progress is 
made both in terms of tackling the backlog of summary cases which has built up as a 
result of COVID-19 and also in respect of the overall modernisation of the court 
system. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the Scottish Courts and 
Tribunals Service regarding complex virtual trials that require reviewing CCTV footage 
or the presence of translators, as the pilot in Aberdeen and Inverness reportedly 
required neither. 
 

S5W-30685 
 

Humza Yousaf: Arrangements for the efficient disposal of business in the courts is 
the responsibility of the senior judiciary. As set out in Sheriff Principal Pyle’s report, 
the pilot of virtual summary trials in Aberdeen and Inverness involved cases 
deliberately chosen by the Crown and defence as being less complex trials suitable 
for the pilot. The report recommends that, in order to maintain momentum, the rollout 
of such trials should continue to use this model with defence agents and the Crown 
co-operating to identify suitable straightforward cases where virtual proceedings can 
take place. Sheriff Principal Pyle acknowledged that the success of the virtual trials in 
Aberdeen and Inverness was down to all the parties involved embracing the concept 
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of virtual courts and that this approach should be replicated as the model is rolled out. 
While the operation of the courts is a matter for the senior judiciary, the progress of 
virtual summary trials is being considered as part of wider work to support the recovery 
of the justice system being overseen by the collaborative Justice Board for Scotland. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Connectivity 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the effectiveness of the COVID-19 social 
distancing guidance for the horticulture, fruit and vegetable industry; what information 
it has regarding the compliance rate, and how many outbreaks of the virus have been 
reported as being connected to the sector. 
 

S5W-30565 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, officials and I have met 
regularly with the industry to discuss both the impacts on the sector and how best to 
keep their workers safe. These discussions shaped and agreed the guidance in a two-
way process, demonstrating the sector’s willingness to comply with the advice. We 
continue to discuss updates with them, to ensure that the guidance is not only 
providing advice on working safely as per the latest scientific information, but that it 
can be practically implemented by the industry. Guidance was also translated into four 
additional languages to ensure workers had full access to our advice on their safety. 
 
HSE is supporting the cross-government response to the COVID-19 Pandemic to help 
support employers and employees continue to work safely. The Horticulture, Fruit and 
Vegetables sector is not currently included in spot inspections so any COVID-19 
intervention with this sector will be as a result of a concern being raised with the HSE 
and to date there has been 2 instances of concern which were COVID-19 related, 
these were followed up but did not warrant a HSE inspection. Where a risk is identified 
in relation to the possible exposure to farm workers in Scotland, public health officials 
ensure that appropriate follow-up action is taken. To date there have been no 
confirmed outbreaks of the virus connected to any farm in the sector in Scotland. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when updated guidance regarding COVID-19 will be 
provided for professional dog walking companies in order for them to walk larger 
groups. 
 

S5W-30246 
 
Mairi Gougeon: An update to the guidance which provides up-to-date information for 
professional dog walkers, among other animal-related businesses, was published on 
24 July 2020 and is available at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-advice-for-animal-owners/. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-animal-owners/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-animal-owners/
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it plans to allow all veterinary services to resume all 
levels of animal consultation and treatment. 
 

S5W-30773 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The regulation of the veterinary profession is reserved. The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) is the regulator in the UK. 
 
The Scottish Government has worked with the RCVS, in consultation with the British 
Veterinary Association (the professional representative body) to make sure the advice 
they have produced is compliant with Scottish Government (general) Business advice. 
 
As we have started to relax lockdown requirements this has moved from only carrying 
out work which is an emergency or essential to the food chain to providing as full a 
range of services as possible, whilst working safely. 
 
All veterinary services must be provided in a manner that supports social/physical 
distancing, and good hygiene and biosecurity. Practices have to consider the 
individual premises layout and specific disease/welfare pressures in their geographical 
area, while prioritising the health of their teams, clients and the wider public adhering 
to the latest government guidelines. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Aquaculture Hardship Fund is 
open to applications from all producers of trout, salmon and shellfish. 
 

S5W-30553 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Aquaculture Hardship Fund (currently closed to applications) 
supports table producing shellfish and trout businesses specifically at risk from the 
disappearance of export and domestic food markets due to COVID-19 as required by 
the EC Temporary Framework being used to make hardship payments. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport and Infrastructure 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to concerns that some people are ignoring 
the mandatory requirement to wear a face covering on public transport, and how it is 
monitoring and enforcing this requirement 
 

S5W-30223 
 

Michael Matheson: Since 22 June 2020, compliance of wearing face coverings by 
passengers on public transport in Scotland has been high. Transport Scotland officials 
continue to work closely with operators across all travel modes to monitor and 
encourage appropriate passenger behaviours and compliance. 
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The powers are in place, through the legislation, for fixed penalty notices to be issued, 
if required, to enforce compliance. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will engage the renewable energy industry in developing a green 
economic recovery to the COVID-19 public health emergency, and what discussions 
it has had with the sector during the pandemic. 
 

S5W-30307 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: The renewables sector has a vital role to play in meeting our 
climate ambitions, as well as creating jobs and contributing to our recovery from Covid-
19. 
 
I and fellow Scottish Government ministers have been engaging with the energy 
industry on a regular basis throughout the pandemic, both via one-to-one meetings 
with an extensive range of representatives from organisations such as Scottish 
Renewables, Ofgem, National Grid ESO, SSE, Scottish Power, EDF, EDPR, ADE, 
Red Rock and with our agencies, Marine Scotland, Crown Estate Scotland, Scottish 
Enterprise and Highlands and Islands Enterprise. 
 
The work of the Scottish Offshore Wind Energy Council, which I co-chair, has 
continued to discuss progression of renewable energy in the context of both floating 
and bottom-fixed offshore wind. We have continued to progress work around tackling 
barriers to deployment represented by military and civilian radar matters. In addition, 
we have discussed renewable energy opportunities through forums such as the 
Strategic Leadership Groups that sit as sub groups of the Scottish Energy Advisory 
Board (SEAB), upon which I sit, with SEAB being co-chaired by the First Minister and 
Professor Sir Jim MacDonald of Strathclyde University. 
 
The most recent, virtual meeting of SEAB took place on 16 July where discussion 
focused on delivery of a green recovery, and steps towards publication of the Climate 
Change Plan and subsequent update to Scotland’s Energy Strategy. At the meeting, 
as the Ministerial co-chair of three of the four SLGs, I set out the work of the four 
Strategic Leadership Groups underpinning SEAB, i.e. those on: Renewable Energy, 
Networks, Oil and Gas and Energy Transition and the newly established SLG for 
Consumers. In particular, the Renewable Energy Strategic Leadership group provides 
advice and recommendations on: the key challenges and opportunities facing the 
sector; the options for addressing them, and   how the sector may go further to support 
the Scottish Government’s Energy Strategy priorities. 
 
We will continue to engage with a wide range of renewable energy stakeholders in the 
months ahead. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is aware of ferry services, other 
than the Ardrossan to Campbeltown service, that CalMac plans to suspend 
temporarily until Summer 2021. 
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S5W-30312 

 
Paul Wheelhouse: There are no plans for CalMac to temporarily suspend any other 
ferry services until Summer 2021. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what reasons CalMac has provided to it for 
suspending its Ardrossan to Campbeltown ferry service until Summer 2021. 
 

S5W-30313 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: Following engagement with local stakeholders, the difficult 
decision was taken to suspend the Ardrossan to Campbeltown ferry service until 
Summer 2021. 
 
This was due to the need to deal with the significantly reduced connectivity to Arran, 
that shares this vessel with the Campbeltown service. Arran was facing high demand 
and severe capacity constraints exacerbated by physical distancing requirements, and 
this allows more sailings to be provided. 
 
There were also other factors considered: 
 

• there are alternative routes to Campbeltown including by road (including a bus 
service), alternative ferries across Arran or the Cowal and Dunoon peninsula, 
or by plane. 

• passenger numbers on the service are relatively low. 
 
We would stress that this is a temporary measure in unprecedented circumstances, in 
order to make most effective use of the vessels available for deployment. The 
Ardrossan – Campbeltown service will return in Summer 2021. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) ministers and (b) Transport 
Scotland officials have met CalMac to discuss the temporary suspension of the 
Ardrossan to Campbeltown ferry service. 
 

S5W-30314 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: Officials regularly discussed CalMac’s proposals for amending 
timetables with them and other stakeholders on behalf of Ministers. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29576 by Michael 
Matheson on 16 June 2020, whether it will provide an update on the situation in 
Scotland in light of plans to resume driving lessons elsewhere in the UK. 
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S5W-30450 
 

Michael Matheson: Following the announcement by the First Minister on the 9th of 
July, it was confirmed that driving lessons will not resume before 31st of July. An 
update will be made at the earliest opportunity to ensure driving instructors will be able 
to return to work when possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29883 by Michael 
Matheson on 22 June 2020, whether it yet has a date for when guidance on how 
driving instructors can resume providing driving lessons safely will be published. 
 

S5W-30499 
 

Michael Matheson: Following the announcement by the First Minister on the 9th of 
July, it was confirmed that driving lessons will not resume before 31st of July. An 
update will be made at the earliest opportunity to ensure driving instructors will be able 
to return to work when possible. 
 
Guidance is currently being developed, based on the best available public health 
advise and will be published in due course. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on its Local Government and Communities and 
Energy and Climate Change directorates working together to accelerate the transition 
to renewable heat, as recommended by Scottish Renewables as part of a green 
economic recovery to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-30361 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government’s Energy and Climate Change and 
Local Government and Communities Directorates already work together to deliver 
energy efficiency and renewable heat measures across a range of programmes and 
support mechanisms, for example in terms of the joint leadership of the Route Map for 
Energy Efficient Scotland. 
 
This year the Scottish Government has allocated more than £198 million to its 
domestic and non-domestic energy efficiency programmes and has increased its 
support for renewable heat to secure accelerated deployment. The Heat Transition 
Deal will come online in phases over the coming months to support economic recovery 
in the energy efficiency, heat and low carbon energy sectors.  
 
The following funding invitations were launched on 17 June: 
 

• a £1 million LCITP funding invitation to support projects to develop investment 
grade business cases and; 

• a £4.5 million CARES funding invitation for local energy and community 
projects, administered on our behalf by Local Energy Scotland. 
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Further capital funding invitations will be launched in the coming months. 
 
This is in addition to the support already available, including grants, interest free and 
low cost loans for renewable technologies and energy efficiency measures, accessible 
via Home Energy Scotland and the Energy Efficiency Business Support service. 
 
Later this year the Scottish Government will publish a Heat Decarbonisation Policy 
Statement and an updated Energy Efficient Scotland Route Map setting out a clear 
vision and pathway for deploying renewable and low carbon heat and reducing 
emissions from heating our buildings, in line with the climate change targets. As the 
member will be aware, earlier this year we introduced the Heat Networks (Scotland) 
Bill to Parliament which, we aim, will help support renewable heat investment. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will engage the renewable energy industry in developing a green 
economic recovery to the COVID-19 crisis, and what discussions it has had regarding 
this. 
 

S5W-30364 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: The renewables sector has a vital role to play in meeting our 
climate ambitions, as well as creating jobs and contributing to our recovery from Covid-
19. 
 
I and fellow Scottish Government ministers have been engaging with the energy 
industry on a regular basis throughout the pandemic, both via one-to-one meetings 
with an extensive range of representatives from organisations such as Scottish 
Renewables, Ofgem, National Grid ESO, SSE, Scottish Power, EDF, EDPR, ADE, 
Red Rock and with our agencies, Marine Scotland, Crown Estate Scotland, Scottish 
Enterprise and Highlands and Islands Enterprise. 
 
The work of the Scottish Offshore Wind Energy Council, which I co-chair, has 
continued to discuss progression of renewable energy in the context of both floating 
and bottom-fixed offshore wind. We have continued to progress work around tackling 
barriers to deployment represented by military and civilian radar matters. In addition, 
we have discussed renewable energy opportunities through forums such as the 
Strategic Leadership Groups that sit as sub groups of the Scottish Energy Advisory 
Board (SEAB), upon which I sit, with SEAB being co-chaired by the First Minister and 
Professor Sir Jim MacDonald of Strathclyde University. 
 
The most recent, virtual meeting of SEAB took place on 16 July where discussion 
focused on delivery of a green recovery, and steps towards publication of the Climate 
Change Plan and subsequent update to Scotland’s Energy Strategy. At the meeting, 
as the Ministerial co-chair of three of the four SLGs, I set out the work of the four 
Strategic Leadership Groups underpinning SEAB, i.e. those on: Renewable Energy, 
Networks, Oil and Gas and Energy Transition and the newly established SLG for 
Consumers. In particular, the Renewable Energy Strategic Leadership group provides 
advice and recommendations on: the key challenges and opportunities facing the 
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sector; the options for addressing them, and   how the sector may go further to support 
the Scottish Government’s Energy Strategy priorities. 
 
We will continue to engage with a wide range of renewable energy stakeholders in the 
months ahead as we target a green and just transition of our energy system. 
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Written questions lodged on 27 July 2020 

S5W-30925 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it is 
providing to local authorities to ensure that schools take account of the needs of 
pupils with visual impairment when implementing measures in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including those related to social distancing. 
S5W-30926 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to relaxing the rates rules for empty properties in light of COVID-19 where 
the owner is actively seeking a tenant. 
S5W-30928 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-30120 by Aileen Campbell on 17 July 2020, what consideration 
was given to including church halls in the scheme, and whether the potential for 
discrimination was reviewed as part of any decision. 
S5W-30931 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what further support it 
has considered for the wedding industry in (a) Gretna and Gretna Green and (b) 
Scotland. 
S5W-30933 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answers 
to questions S5W-29857 and 30290 by Fiona Hyslop on 22 and 29 June 2020 
respectively, what direct support it is providing to prevent the job losses at National 
Trust for Scotland properties in the Galloway and West Dumfries constituency. 
S5W-30934 Graham Simpson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
continue distributing food boxes to people who have been shielding from the COVID-
19 pandemic, and what its policy is regarding items distributed that the recipient 
says were not required or not used. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30925
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30926
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30928
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30931
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30933
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30934
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

