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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 24 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 24 July can be found on page 4 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 24 July) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason churches will not be allowed to gather 
until 23 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30264 
 

Aileen Campbell: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many of its staff have ended their employment with it since lockdown, and how 
many of those positions remain unfilled. 
 

S5W-30501 
 

Jamie Hepburn: 73 directly employed staff have ended their employment with the 
Scottish Government since the start of the lockdown. We do not record vacant posts 
within our central HR system, nor is every post retained after being vacated. We 
therefore do not have information on how many of these posts remain unfilled. 
However, we currently have 72 external recruitment campaigns, which includes 
vacancies created by these leavers. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when its freeze on recruitment commenced, and when it expects it to end. 
 

S5W-30502 
 

Jamie Hepburn: A pause in routine recruitment commenced on Friday 27th March 
2020. The pause in routine external recruitment was lifted on Monday 20 July. There 
is no date at this time for ending the pause in routine internal recruitment. Covid and 
other critical recruitment has continued through the lockdown period. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether nail technicians who run their businesses from home 
will be able to resume services on 22 July 2020, in line with nail salons. 
 

S5W-30632 
 

Jamie Hepburn: Following an announcement by the First Minister on 9 July, beauty 
salons offering services including nail treatments are permitted to reopen from 22 July. 
 
The Scottish Government has published guidance for close contact services based on 
a risk assessment process which business owners should use to identify which 
treatments and activities can be offered. Further guidance will be issued to provide 
clarity around businesses operating from home. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when clarity can be provided to beauty salons as to whether 
specific treatments, such as facials, can be carried out when they reopen on 22 July 
2020. 
 

S5W-30724 
 
Jamie Hepburn: Updated guidance for the retail sector, which includes close contact 
services, such as beauty salons, was published on 17 July. This includes a section on 
services offered in the ‘high risk zone’, defined as ‘the area in front of the face where 
splashes and droplets from the nose and mouth may be present’. It also contains a 
checklist for those providing close contact services to help them assess that the 
therapies and treatments they are providing are safe. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to reopen (a) swimming pools, 
(b) therapy pools and (c) gyms for people dependent on these to help deal with 
medical conditions. 
 

S5W-30338 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of aquatic and 
other physical therapies to many people and will continue to gather the clinical 
evidence that would support the reopening of these services. 
 
We will prepare guidance in consultation with sportscotland, Community Leisure 
Scotland, the Scottish Leisure Networking Group, Local Authorities, Leisure Trusts, 
Hospitality Sector, Trade Unions, Scottish Governing Bodies of Sport and other 
partners in the sporting system to assist us in understanding the needs of facility 
operators in the sector whilst adhering to social distancing and hygiene measures and 
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where additional guidance will be required for indoor sports facilities to open safely, 
no earlier than 31 July. 
 
Careful consideration has been given to facilities which are utilised by the public for 
aquatic therapy, rehabilitation and exercise. Hydro pools are considered in line with 
any aquatic return and can be reopened when other pools are. 
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Written questions lodged on 24 July 2020 

S5W-30903 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the holding 
answer to question S5W-29031 by Jeane Freeman on 29 May 2020, when it will 
provide a substantive answer, and for what reason it has not provided this to date. 
S5W-30904 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in 
place to recruit additional NHS staff to ensure that staffing complements are 
adequate to meet any increase in absence rates due to continued shielding 
requirements for staff. 
S5W-30905 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
is has given to widening the field of people who are eligible for the flu vaccination in 
2020, and, if it proposes to do so, what the criteria will be.  
S5W-30906 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what protections, 
instructions or guidance it will issue to ensure that people who require the flu vaccine 
in 2020 will receive the vaccination safely if there is a second wave of COVID-19. 
S5W-30907 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
resources it will make available to the NHS to ensure the safe distribution of the flu 
vaccine in 2020. 
S5W-30908 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government which steps it has 
taken to ensure that the NHS is prepared for a possible second wave of the COVID-
19 virus, and what is being done to reduce the impact of this on other services. 
S5W-30909 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government when the NHS 
Louisa Jordan hospital will open to patients, and which procedures will take place 
there. 
S5W-30910 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what the monthly 
running costs are of the NHS Louisa Jordan hospital, also broken down by cost 
category.  
S5W-30911 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government how many staff are 
currently working at the NHS Louisa Jordan hospital; what their job titles are, and 
how many staff have worked there in each month since the building work was 
officially completed.  
S5W-30912 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government how many retired 
NHS staff, and people who previously worked in the NHS, volunteered to come back 
to the health service during the COVID-19 pandemic; how many of those were used, 
and how many are still undertaking work there. 
S5W-30913 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
done of the (a) short-, (b) medium- and (c) long-term implications to dentistry service 
as a result of COVID-19.  
S5W-30914 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
it has given to the Scottish Human Rights Commission briefing on care homes and 
human rights during COVID-19, which was published on 14 July 2020. 
S5W-30915 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what timescale it 
has set for launching an inquiry into its response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-30916 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government how many death in 
service payments have been made to the families of frontline (a) NHS and (b) social 
care workers who died as a result of COVID-19.  
S5W-30917 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government if a successful 
vaccination is found against COVID-19, what plans it has place for its distribution.  
S5W-30918 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of reports 
that NHS England has been recording all deaths of someone who had COVID-19 
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regardless of when they first reported a positive case, unlike in Scotland where this 
is within 28 days, how many additional, if any, deaths would be recorded under that 
methodology.  
S5W-30920 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will issue 
guidance on the appropriate use and hygiene requirements of face masks. 
S5W-30921 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it has 
not issued advice in response to reports that COVID-19 can infect through the eyes. 
S5W-30922 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of the 
population has reported conjunctivitis as a symptom of COVID-19. 
S5W-30924 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-30426 by Humza Yousaf on 21 July 2020, what the 
maximum capacity of HMP Inverness is when adhering to the latest advice on social-
distancing measures. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

