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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 23 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 23 July can be found on page 5 of this document. 
 
Oral questions following on from the various Ministerial Statements made on 
23 July can be found on page 4. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 23 July) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it last met representatives from the music sector to discuss the 
impact of COVID-19 on it. 
 

S5W-30598 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government last met representatives of the music sector 
to discuss the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 22 July. 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic the Scottish Government has been in continued 
contact with the music sector and will continue to do so as we work towards recovery. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when beauticians who specialise in services such as nail 
treatments will be permitted to operate again. 
 

S5W-30429 
 
Jamie Hepburn: Following publication of the update routemap on 9 July, beauticians 
including those specialising in nail treatments are permitted to resume trading from 22 
July 2020.  
 
The Scottish Government has published guidance for close contact services including 
beauticians. This guidance is based on a risk assessment process and outlines our 
expectations on the steps which businesses will take before and after reopening.  
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many tests for COVID-19 were carried out by each NHS board in each month between 
November 2019 and February 2020, also broken down by the number of positive test 
results. 
 

S5W-30213 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-28663 by Jeane Freeman on 25 June 2020, whether 
it will provide the information that was requested regarding how many people have 
been contacted through contact tracing following a patient testing positive for COVID-
19 on each day since 1 February 2020. 
 

S5W-30256 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it expects amusement arcades to be allowed to 
open and trade from 15 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30240 
 

Christina McKelvie: Amusement arcades will not be able to open on 15 July along 
with other parts of the tourism and hospitality industry. The reopening of amusement 
arcades will be considered with other indoor entertainment venues for later in Phase 
3. The Scottish Government recognises the importance of businesses reopening, 
however public health is paramount. We will move to reopen Scotland’s amusement 
arcades as soon as it is safe to do so. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether escape room businesses are covered by the 
COVID-19 guidance for cinemas and theatres. 
 

S5W-30245 
 

Christina McKelvie: Guidance to support the safe reopening of escape room 
businesses will not be included in the sector guidance for cinemas and theatres. 
Scottish Government is seeking further public health advice prior to indicating the 
dates for the reopening of indoor entertainment venues such as escape rooms. 
Guidance will be published to support indoor entertainment venues to reopen safely 
in due course. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when amusement arcades will be allowed to reopen. 
 

S5W-30270 
 

Christina McKelvie: The reopening of amusement arcades will be considered with 
other indoor entertainment venues for later in Phase 3. The Scottish Government 
recognises the importance of businesses reopening, however public health is 
paramount. We will move to reopen Scotland’s amusement arcades as soon as it is 
safe to do so. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when updated guidance regarding COVID-19 will be 
provided for professional dog walking companies in order for them to walk larger 
groups. 
 

S5W-30246 
 

Mairi Gougeon: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 23 JULY 2020 
 
Ministerial Statements  
 
Answers to questions following on from the Ministerial Statements made to 
Parliament on 23 July can be found by clicking on the links below. 
 

• Progress Towards Reopening Schools 

• Childcare 
  

http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12730&i=115105
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12730&i=115106
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Written questions lodged on 23 July 2020 

S5W-30890 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-30276 by Clare Haughey on 8 July 2020, when the data 
regarding the number of people with learning disabilities who have died from COVID-
19 will become available. 
S5W-30891 Richard Lyle: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the advice 
issued on 14 July 2020 that funfair operators could re-open their funfairs on 15 July, 
which it rescinded shortly afterwards, when operators will be given permission to 
reopen, and what urgent financial support it will provide to showpeople, who are self-
employed, have not earned in four months, and whose businesses are being 
impacted by the current pandemic. R 
S5W-30892 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in the light of reports 
that a member of staff at a care home in the Highlands re-tested as positive for 
COVID-19, what plans it has to review whether non-essential visits by friends 
and relatives should not take place until 28 days after the last case of COVID-19 in 
each home was dealt with. 
S5W-30893 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements will 
be put in place to allow friends and relatives of care home residents to be tested for 
COVID-19, using the same procedures as staff so that they can be allowed to visit. 
S5W-30894 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to ensure that every care home has an internal area where friends and relatives can 
safely meet residents when garden-based visits become impracticable at the end of 
the summer. 
S5W-30895 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it 
takes to ensure that best practice guidance will be adhered to when joint 
replacement surgery resumes following the easing of the COVID-19 lockdown, and 
how people with arthritis will be involved in informing and shaping any 
proposed changes to trauma and orthopaedic waiting times performance standards. 
S5W-30896 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-30277 by Jeane Freeman on 16 July 2020, whether it will 
list the other exercises that it has (a) run and (b) been involved with that have been 
based on (i) coronavirus-related, (ii) flu-related and (iii) other diseases, and whether 
it published or will now publish the reports and recommendations from each. 
S5W-30898 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
provide COVID-19 testing facilities in Dumbarton and Helensburgh; by what date 
these will be introduced, and what form they will take. 
S5W-30900 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government how much support it has 
provided to the bus industry during COVID-19, broken down by (a) type and (b) 
purpose of funding; whether any of this funding was subject to meeting conditions, 
and, if so, whether it will publish a full account of what conditions were placed on 
such funding.  
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30890
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30891
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30892
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30893
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30894
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30895
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30896
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30898
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30900
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

