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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 22 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 22 July can be found on page 8 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 22 July) 
 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, given that critical childcare was put in place as an emergency 
measure to provide childcare for keyworkers and vulnerable children while schools 
and childcare settings were closed, for how long this will continue to be provided. 
 

S5W-30882  
 

John Swinney: As I set out on 16 July, the provision of critical childcare was at the 
heart of keeping Scotland going during lockdown. Without it, Scotland could not have 
responded to the COVID-19 pandemic in the way we did. I am enormously grateful 
for the national effort to care for these children.  
 
 As formal and informal childcare options have opened up and schools prepare to re-
open, we can now wind down this critical childcare provision. 
 
On the assumption that schools re-open as currently planned, we have agreed with 
COSLA officials that local authorities will no longer be required to provide critical 
childcare from the week commencing 3 August. They can set their own end date 
from 3 August. I anticipate there will be period of time where local authorities will 
transition to accommodate the start of school. 
  
I will write to the Education and Skills Committee to provide more detail. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and the Local Government 
 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, how it will ensure that conditions in 
shared tenements with properties that are let will not impact on (a) residents' and (b) 
community health. 
 

S5W-30569  
 

Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government has taken action throughout the pandemic 
to ensure that people are protected and that appropriate steps are taken to suppress 
the spread of the virus. Enclosed spaces present challenges and we have published 
guidance that has taken account of Public Health Advice on the need for communal 
cleaning. The guidance is available on our website:  
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing-and-
hygiene-advice-for-multi-storeys-and-high-density-flats/ 
 
The guidance makes it clear that regular cleaning should continue to be provided 
during the pandemic in line with Public Health Advice. We expect everyone with 
responsibility for cleaning communal areas to carry this out and ensure that any staff 
carrying out cleaning are able to do so safely, with appropriate PPE. 
 
It is important that everyone plays their part in continuing to suppress the spread of 
the virus. Where a tenant has concerns about conditions of their tenement close then 
they should approach their landlord in the first instance. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will provide guidance to hairdressers to enable them to 
resume working on 15 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30401  
 

Jamie Hepburn: On 10 July, the Scottish Government published guidance for close 
contact services which applies to hairdressers and other personal retail services. 
 
This guidance is based on a risk assessment process which business owners should 
use to identify which treatments and activities can be offered safely. This includes a 
comprehensive checklist to be used to implement safe working practices. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it is encouraging large retail stores to implement a free click 
and collect service for customers to reduce the risk of further COVID-19 infection as 
lockdown measures are eased. 
 

S5W-30382  
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government has published guidance for the retail 
sector which sets out our expectations on the steps which retail business will take 
before and after reopening. This includes an operational guide for retailers with 
actions to consider and states that retailers should consider operating a click and 
collect service. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether mobile hairdressers will be permitted to operate 
again from 15 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30415  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing-and-hygiene-advice-for-multi-storeys-and-high-density-flats/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing-and-hygiene-advice-for-multi-storeys-and-high-density-flats/


3 
 

Jamie Hepburn: Following publication of the updated routemap on 9 July, 
hairdressers are permitted to resume trading from 15 July 2020. This includes mobile 
hairdressers. 
 
The Scottish Government has published updated guidance for close contact services 
including hairdressers. This is based on a risk assessment process, and outlines our 
expectations on the steps businesses will take before and after reopening. 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the National Trust for 
Scotland regarding (a) preventing staff redundancies and (b) reopening its venues, 
and what progress has been made. 
 

S5W-30540  
 

Fiona Hyslop: I refer the member to the answers to questions S5W-29857 on  
22 June 2020 and S5W-30290 on 13 July 2020 and. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility 
for which can be found at  
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will consider allowing beauty, spa 
and wellness services to reopen alongside hairdressers. 
 

S5W-30462  
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government's Route Map Phase 3 update provided 
clarity that personal/close contact retail services can reopen from 22 July. This 
includes beauty, spa and wellness services. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide clarity to those in the 
beauty, spa and wellness sector on when they will be allowed to reopen their 
businesses. 
 

S5W-30463  
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government's Route Map Phase 3 update provided 
clarity that personal/close contact retail services including businesses in the beauty, 
spa and wellness sector can reopen from 22 July. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many positions it had forecast to recruit but has not filled as a 
consequence of its freeze on recruitment. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-30503  
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government did not have a forecast of the numbers 
expected to be recruited prior to the outbreak of COVID-19. Under normal 
circumstances, the level of recruitment activities can vary significantly, with the range 
of monthly recruitment before the lockdown being between 160 to 200 posts within 
core Scottish Government, its Executive Agencies and Non-ministerial Offices filled 
by external recruitment. The focus since the outbreak has been on ensuring that 
Covid-19 related priorities are resourced. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it has a planned date for beauty salons re-
opening and treatments resuming in clients' homes, and, if so, when. 
 

S5W-30505  
 

Jamie Hepburn: Following an announcement by the First Minister on 9 July, beauty 
salons are permitted to reopen from 22 July. 
 
The Scottish Government has published guidance for close contact services based 
on a risk assessment process which business owners should use to identify which 
treatments and activities can be offered. This includes a comprehensive checklist 
designed to help implement safe working practices. Further guidance will be issued 
to provide clarity around treatments carried out in people’s homes. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to continue with virtual trials and 
courts as lockdown eases. 
 

S5W-30680  
 

Humza Yousaf: This question relates to operational matters that are the 
responsibility of the Scottish Court and Tribunals Service (SCTS) corporate body. 
The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of the SCTS who will reply in 
writing within 20 days. 
 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason it has reportedly not provided 
additional financial support to the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service during the 
first three months of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30683  
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Humza Yousaf: This question relates to operational matters that are the 
responsibility of the Scottish Court and Tribunals Service (SCTS) corporate body. 
The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of the SCTS who will reply in 
writing within 20 days. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the outcome was of the Provision of Social Security Advocacy 
Services tender DEC375404, which sought a service provider to coordinate and 
manage a new demand-led service for advocacy support for disabled people 
requiring an advocate’s help to interact with the social security system; how many 
bids it received, and who the bidders were. 
 

S5W-30548  
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Coronavirus crisis necessitated a change in timing 
for the introduction of disability benefits being delivered by Social Security Scotland. 
A decision was made not to proceed with an award of contract for advocacy services 
as the demand is anticipated to be low until the disability benefits are rolled out.  
 
The procurement exercise was therefore stopped, and a new procurement exercise 
will be run with service commencement to coincide with the introduction of Scottish 
disability benefits.  
 
Three bids were received from Citizens Advice Scotland; Money Matters and 
Voiceability. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consultation with advocacy providers it has had regarding the 
Independent Advocacy Service that it has set up to help disabled people access 
social security benefits, and how this differed from the Provision of Social Security 
Advocacy Services tender DEC375404, which sought a service provider to 
coordinate and manage a new demand-led service for advocacy support for disabled 
people requiring an advocate’s help to interact with the social security system 
 

S5W-30549  
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The rescheduling of the introduction of disability benefits 
as a result of Coronavirus meant that it was necessary to end the tendering exercise 
which was being undertaken for the provision of a comprehensive advocacy service 
before it had been concluded.  
 
However, because it was anticipated that there may still be some demand for the 
service from disabled people who are seeking to apply for the existing Scottish 
benefits, as well as for Scottish Child Payment once it is introduced, the Scottish 
Government made arrangements to support that demand as it arises. 
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To this end, an interim service has been implemented and commenced on 30 June. 
Due to the tight timescales for this interim scheme’s implementation, it was not 
possible to engage with advocacy providers in the run up to the launch of the 
scheme.  
 
We are however currently working with advocacy service providers to support the 
interim scheme, and will continue to do so during the development of a longer-term 
solution that will be in place for the introduction of Scottish disability benefits.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to concerns that some people are ignoring 
the mandatory requirement to wear a face covering on public transport, and how it is 
monitoring and enforcing this requirement 
 

S5W-30223  
 

Michael Matheson: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding 
the impact of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Restrictions) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 on workers in the oil and gas industry who are not 
exempt from quarantine. 
 

S5W-29900  
 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government was in regular contact with the UK 
Government regarding the introduction of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(International Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 on 8 June, although I know 
from my own engagement in four nations meetings that much of the detail was not 
available to Scottish Government until after the UK Government had announced its 
policy. 
 
The purpose of these measures is to protect the health of the people of Scotland and 
UK, suppress the transmission of the virus and reduce the risk of introducing new 
infections into our communities. As these are devolved public health measures, it is 
the responsibility of Scottish Ministers to make provision for Scotland in this regard. 
The Scottish Government laid Regulations on 7 June for entry into force on 8 June. 
Regulations were introduced in England, Wales and Northern Ireland to similarly 
come into force on 8 June. 
 
There are exemptions to the regulations for workers arriving from outside the 
common travel area who are essential to maintaining critical national infrastructure 
and other key aspects of the economy. That includes workers coming into Scotland 
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who are going to work offshore to maintain safe and secure operation of offshore 
assets, which we have recognised from the outset as being critical national 
infrastructure. Individuals in this sector are exempt when they have travelled in the 
course of their work. 
 
There is no exemption for those who live in the UK and work outside the common 
travel area, because we want to reduce the incidence of non-critical workers 
frequently crossing borders, with the increased risk that brings of virus transmission. 
 
I can advise you that on 22 June the regulations in Scotland were amended to align 
with the seamen and masters exemptions contained in the corresponding travel 
health regulations in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. This was required when 
we were advised that there was an issue for seamen arriving back in port in Scotland 
and having to self-isolate.  
 
Furthermore, on 10 July, we introduced further amendments to the regulations to 
permit an exemption from the need to self-isolate for travellers from a list of countries 
and territories which are considered low risk compared to the current risk in 
Scotland. These include Norway, Denmark, The Netherlands and Germany, 
amongst others.  
 
These regulations are required to be reviewed every 21 days. 
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Written questions lodged on 22 July 2020 

S5W-30883 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when 
acupuncture clinics will be able to reopen as part of the easing of the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
S5W-30885 Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on international supply chains, what action it is taking to 
encourage and increase the manufacturing of medical devices and PPE in Scotland, 
and what analysis it has carried out of (a) the potential economic impact of such an 
approach and (b) how this could improve national resilience. 
S5W-30886 Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government whether the South West 
Roads Network management contract is set to commence as scheduled, and what 
impact the COVID-19 pandemic might have on planned maintenance and other 
works on the routes covered by the contract. 
S5W-30887 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-29355 by Jeane Freeman on 10 July 2020, how many COVID-19 
tests have been carried out at the centres in (a) West Dunbartonshire and (b) Argyll 
and Bute. 
S5W-30888 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-29782 by Jeane Freeman on 10 July 2020, how many care home 
residents in (a) West Dunbartonshire and (b) Argyll and Bute have received COVID-
19 tests since it announced the expansion of testing, whether they were symptomatic 
or not. 
S5W-30889 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether its 
electronic patient record (EPR) will be available to all practitioners in primary and 
secondary care. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30883
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30885
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30886
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30887
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30888
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30889
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

