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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 21 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 21 July can be found on page 6 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 21 July) 

 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 

Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review into border health 
measures, and whether there will be changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-30843  
 

Humza Yousaf: We have continued to review the health measures closely over the 
last three weeks and have assessed that there remains a requirement for them to 
remain in place to reduce the risk of transmission and safeguard health.  
 
Following this latest review, and having carefully considered the potential public 
health impact of changing the country exemptions for quarantine, we are able to lift 
that requirement for those travelling from Spain. We are continuously keeping other 
countries under review and where there is clear evidence that it is safe to do so, we 
will add further countries. Changes to these regulations will come into force on 23 
July and guidance on these measures is available at the Scottish Government 
Coronavirus website here; https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
public-health-checks-at-borders/. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
28463 by Aileen Campbell on 15 May 2020, whether it will provide an update 
regarding how many people are signed up to the Ready Scotland volunteer scheme, 
and how many are in a volunteering role. 
 

S5W-30168  
 

Aileen Campbell: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-health-checks-at-borders/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-health-checks-at-borders/


2 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to support orchestras, choirs and other musical 
organisations to meet the challenges that the music sector faces from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30597  
 
Fiona Hyslop: We are determined to do all we can to help the culture sector recover 
so that it continues to make a vibrant and rich contribution to Scotland, recognising 
that it is likely to be amongst the last to return to sustainable operations. 
 
In addition to the measures we put in place as an immediate response to support the 
sector, I announced on 3 July a £10 million fund to support Scotland’s performing 
arts venues to be administered by Creative Scotland. On 5 July, the UK Government 
announced a £1.57 billion support package, with £97 million for Scotland which the 
First Minister has confirmed will be used for the arts, culture and heritage. On 10 July 
the Scottish Government also announced a £2.2 million fund for grassroots music 
venues. Following ongoing discussions with the Music Venues Trust, full details of 
the support package will be released. 
 
We continue discussions with our National Performing Companies – including the 
Royal Scottish National Orchestra, Scottish Opera and Scottish Chamber Orchestra 
– and we are honouring our funding commitments to them, regardless of activity 
being cancelled or rescheduled. 
 
The Scottish Government also remains committed to supporting youth music, such 
as through our Youth Music Initiative (YMI) and our support for Sistema Scotland. 
We are working with the performing arts sector and relevant trade unions to develop 
guidance for safe working, which will be published shortly. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of evolving evidence and revised guidance on the opening of schools, when it 
will revise the guidance on early learning and childcare of 15 June 2020. 
 

S5W-30310  
 

Maree Todd: The reopening of Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) services 
guidance, that was published on 15 June, will continue to apply when settings 
reopen from 15 July. The recent announcements on physical distancing in social 
settings does not affect guidance for ELC and childcare services at present. We 
have been clear that physical distancing is not feasible or developmentally 
appropriate for young children in ELC settings, and a range of other public heath 
measure have been put in place to reduce risks of transmission.  
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The guidance for reopening ELC will be reviewed as the scientific and public health 
advice develops, alongside any updated guidance for schools. If further changes are 
required, based on the updated evidence, an update will be issued at the end of July. 
On the 8 July a joint letter from COSLA and the Minister for Children and Young 
People, was issued to Directors of Education and ELC local authority leads to 
provide further clarity on what’s next for the 1140 expansion programme. The full 
letter can be found on the Scottish government webpages.  
 
We will continue to work with all ELC providers and local authorities to support the 
safe reopening of ELC settings during Phase 3 of the Scottish Government’s Route 
Map in line with the Strategic Framework for reopening schools and ELC provision, 
published on 21 May. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will seek to minimise the distress to children of potentially 
invasive and regular COVID-19 testing in schools. 
 

S5W-30381  
 
John Swinney: Subject to scientific advice on the continued decline in the 
prevalence of Covid 19, it is our intention that schools should return for all pupils full 
time at the start of the autumn term. This will greatly enhance the wellbeing of 
children and young people throughout Scotland. A number of measures are being 
developed to ensure this can happen safely. Any consideration of testing as part of 
those measures will take account of the impact of the process of testing itself on 
those who are being tested.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many vacancies there are in the social care sector, and what 
action it is taking to improve recruitment and retention ahead of winter. 
 

S5W-30171  
 

Maree Todd: Recruitment and retention is an on-going issue faced by care providers 
who take action locally where required. The Care Inspectorate and Scottish Social 
Services Council (SSSC) publish annual reports on sector vacancies with the latest 
report published in January[1]. These provide overview data from around 8,000 
services. From our regular engagement with the sector we know that there have 
been increasing recruitment challenges in adult social care and rural settings in 
particular.     
 
Supporting overall capacity in the sector remains a key and ongoing priority for 
Scottish Government, as well as an urgent priority given COVID-19. Good existing 
partnerships with the sector and national and local partners have enabled us all to 
plan and act effectively during the pandemic to support capacity. For example, 
extensive work on the ground allowed active deployment of local health and social 
care staff to support care homes. Also a SSSC Recruitment Portal went live on 29 
March, enabling care workers who had recently left the sector to come back. As of 2 
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July 2020, 965 individuals are available in the Portal, 175 of which are matched with 
employers and 38 are currently employed with 7 previously being employed. This 
means 45 people have been employed through the Portal to date. 
    
Outwith COVID-19 we continue to progress commitments in Scottish Government 
and COSLA’s Integrated Health and Social Care Workforce Plan, the main driver for 
strengthening future capacity, through improved workforce data and planning and 
action to support staff recruitment and retention. A commitment to support 
recruitment in adult social care was met when we launched a national campaign 
‘There’s more to care than caring’ on 27 January. We are currently considering a 
second phase of this campaign.  
 
Scottish Government has invested around £50 million in SSSC over the last three 
years to deliver a skilled social care workforce. SSSC specifically supports 
recruitment and retention by promoting care as a positive career, developing career 
and qualification pathways, and creating materials for schools, colleges, employment 
services and employers; as well as promoting routes into careers through 
Foundation and Modern Apprenticeships and a network of Ambassadors for Careers 
in Care. We will continue to support and sponsor SSSC in its role and to work closely 
with the sector as we now plan ahead for the winter.  
 
[1]https://data.sssc.uk.com/images/StaffVacancies/Staff_vacancies_in_care_service
s_2018.pdf 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
each of the business support schemes that it announced on 30 April 2020 in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis was managed; what the criteria was for accessing 
support from each; how many applications were made; which businesses had their 
applications (a) approved and (b) rejected, and how many complaints were made 
about the application process for each funding stream. 
 

S5W-30373  
 

Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government continues to support Scotland’s 
businesses by passing on every penny we receive from the UK Government for this 
purpose, and more, directly to businesses. Our approach to supporting businesses is 
tailored to Scotland’s economic needs and we have developed a package of 
measures that reflects that Scotland’s economy and consequentially we are 
providing support which is unavailable elsewhere in the UK. 
 
On 30 April, the Scottish Government announced a comprehensive business support 
package which included the Newly Self-Employed Scheme, the Creative, Tourism & 
Hospitality Hardship Fund and the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund. The schemes 
were managed by Local Authorities and the Enterprise Agencies and the criteria for 
each scheme is published on the www.findbusinesssupport.gov.scot. 
 

https://data.sssc.uk.com/images/StaffVacancies/Staff_vacancies_in_care_services_2018.pdf
https://data.sssc.uk.com/images/StaffVacancies/Staff_vacancies_in_care_services_2018.pdf
http://www.findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/
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The Scottish Government will be publishing information on each of these schemes in 
the coming weeks which will provide the number of applications and a breakdown of 
successful applications as well as information on appeals. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29657 by Clare Haughey on 18 June 2020, 
for what reason it continues to offer asymptomatic testing to other sectors, but not to 
offshore workers. 
 

S5W-30185  
 

Clare Haughey: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it is providing during 
the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure that the trunk road network is made safer for (a) 
cyclists and (b) other road users. 
 

S5W-30392  
 
Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has provided financial support 
through allocating £30 million to the Spaces for People (SfP) fund. This fund helps 
local authorities to put in place temporary measures which support physical 
distancing whilst keeping people who are walking, wheeling or cycling safe from 
traffic during transition out of the Covid-19 lockdown. Since the announcement of the 
SfP fund, a number of local authorities have intimated that they are looking to 
introduce SfP measures including temporary 20 mph speed limits on certain trunk 
roads, as part of their wider SfP scheme proposals. As the roads authority for trunk 
roads, Transport Scotland is engaging with relevant local authorities to consider 
these measures.  
 
As part of Transport Scotland’s annual road safety review, we engage with 
stakeholders including the public to understand local priorities for safer active travel. 
Where an active travel scheme is identified and progressed on the trunk road, we 
liaise with Sustrans and local authorities to ensure that this is consistent with 
strategic plans for walking, cycling and wheeling in their area. 
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Written questions lodged on 21 July 2020 

S5W-30834 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the evidence it used to determine that 20 people are permitted to attend a funeral 
service, while 50 are permitted to attend other church services in the same location 
with the same safety measures in place. 
S5W-30839 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to change the NHS National Services Scotland procurement process as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-30840 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
funding and support will be made available to help clear occupational therapy clinic 
backlogs as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, including for the provision of 
assistive technology. 
S5W-30841 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what changes will 
be made in the delivery of occupational therapy appointments and clinics as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-30842 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what infection 
prevention policies will be in place in special schools when they resume in August 
2020. 
S5W-30844 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when companies 
and third sector organisations that supply assistive technology equipment will be 
able to access care homes. 
S5W-30845 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
being given to families and carers of disabled people who require additional moving 
and handling solutions at home as a result of COVID-19, and what preparations are 
being made to support them from the impact of a second spike of the pandemic.  
S5W-30846 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with assistive technology equipment providers to ensure that disabled 
people and their families and carers are able to use technology to its full potential at 
home, particularly during the current pandemic.  
S5W-30858 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what impact the 
COVID-19 pandemic has had on the provision of wheelchair services and loan 
stores, and when and how will services be resumed. 
S5W-30859 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what community 
rehabilitation services and support will be made available to people who have 
acquired long-term health conditions because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-30860 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what support will be 
provided to people who are experiencing deconditioning and muscle wastage 
because of the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-30861 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what support will be 
provided to people who are experiencing a deterioration of their physical and/or 
mental function because of the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-30862 Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of private 
patients being allowed to access the full range of dental treatments from 13 July 
2020, for what reason only a limited number of NHS treatments were made 
available. 
S5W-30864 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
reporting cases of COVID-19 by postcode, and not by region. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30834
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30839
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30840
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30841
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30842
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30844
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30845
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30846
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30858
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30859
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30860
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30861
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30862
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30864
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S5W-30865 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
details of the work that it is doing to support research into (a) a vaccine for and 
(b) the treatment and management of COVID-19. 
S5W-30866 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when all Scottish 
Natural Heritage sites will reopen to nursery and forest school classes. 
S5W-30868 Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
updated guidance regarding the resumption of aerosol generating dental procedures 
for NHS patients. 
S5W-30869 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether, further to the 
answer to question S5W-30843 by Humza Yousaf on 21 July 2020, it will publish the 
(a) review of health measures that has been carried out and (b) evidence that 
changed to enable Spain to be put onto the exemption list. 
S5W-30870 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what contact it has 
had with mental health charities in Glasgow since the COVID-19 lockdown was 
announced.  
S5W-30872 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what resources it will 
make available to support any increase in the number of people accessing mental 
health services in Glasgow because of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-30873 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what work the 
Mental Health Research Advisory Group has carried out regarding the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on mental health.  
S5W-30874 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it is having with banks regarding making it easier for young people to open accounts, 
in light of the increase in outlets requesting card-only payments because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-30875 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
has given to banks regarding safe opening as part of the easing of the COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30865
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30866
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30868
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30869
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30870
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30872
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30873
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30874
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30875

